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EPISTOLAIIY CORRKSrOXDENCE.

FROM MR GAY.

London, May V), 1732.

Dear Sir,

To-morrow we set out for Amcsbury, where I pro"

pose to follow^ your advice, of employing myself about

some work against next winter. You seemed not to

approve ofmy writing more fables. Those I am now
writing, have a prefatory discourse before each of

them, by way of e})istle, and the morals of them
mostly are of the political kind ; which makes them
run into a greater length, than those I have already

published. I have already finished fifteen or sixteen ;

four or five more would make a volume of the same

size as the first. Thouixh this is a kind of writini;

that appears very easy, I find it is the most difHcult

of any that I ever undertook. After I have invent-

ed one fable, and finished it, I despair of finding out

another; but I have a moral or two more, wiiich I

wish to write upon. I have also a sort of scheme to

raise my finances by doing something for the stage :

with this, and some reading, and a great deal of exer-

cise, I propose to pass my summer. I am sorry it
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must l>o AN itlhuit von. \\ \\\ cannot \n\\ come and
• • •

suintcr al>out the downs a-horsi^hack, in the autumn,

to mark tlie partriil^es for me to siioot for your din-

ner? Ycstcrdav 1 received your letter, and notwith-

standintj your reproaches of laziness, 1 was four or five

liours alK)ut business, and did not spend a shillini;' in

a coach or chair. 1 received a year's interest on your

two bonds, which is 8/. I have four of my own. I

have deposited all of tlicm in the hands of JNIr lloare,

to receive the half vear's interest at Michaelmas. The
premium of the bonds is fallen a great deal since I

bought yours. I i^ave very near 61. on each bond,

and they are now sold for about 50.v. Everything is

vcrv precarious, and I have no opinion of any of their

public securities ; but, I believe, the parliament next

vear intend to examine the South-Sea sclicme. I do

not know whether it will be prudent to trust our

money there till that time. I did what I could to

assist Mr Ryves ; and I am very glad that he has

found justice. Lord l^athurst spoke for him, and was

ver)' zealous on bringing on his cause. The duchess

intended to write in my last letter, but she set out

all on a sudden, to take care of Lord Drumlanrig,*

who was taken ill of the small- ])ox at AVinchester

schrK)l. He is now perfectly avcU recovered, (for he

had a favourable kind,) to the great joy of our family.

I think she ought, as she intends, to rencAv hercorre-

nce with you at Amcsbury. I was at Dawley
on Sunday. Lady l>olingbroke continues in a very

bad state of health, but still retains her spirits. You

The Duke of Qucensbcrry's eldest son.
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arc always roincnihcTod tluTc^ with i^rcat vc^^n^ci ami

fr'u'iulsliij). Mrs l\)[)e is so worn out with old ai^^c, hut

without any distemper, thai I look u[)on her life as

very micertain. Mr Pope's state of health is much
in thi* same way as when you left him. As lor mv-
sclf, I am (^ften tnnihled with the eolie. I have as

nuieh inattention, and have, I think, lower spirits than

usual, whieh I impute to my havinj^ no one pursuit

in life. I have many eom])liments to make you from

the duke and duchess, and Lords l^)lin^l)roke, J5a-

thui*st. Sir A\'illiam AVyndham, Mr Pulteney, JJr

Arbuthnot, Mr Lewis, ^:c. Every one of them is dis-

a}){K)inted in y(Mn' not comini^ amonir us. I have not

seen Dean ]k^rkcley, but have read his book,* and

like many parts of it ; but in genenal think, with you,

that it is too speculative, at least for me. J)r Delany

I have very seldom seen ; he did not do me the ho-

nour to advise with me about anything he has pub-

lished.! I like your thoughts upon these sort of

Avritings; and I should have advised him as you did,

though I had lost his good opinion. 1 write in very

great haste ; for 1 have many things to do before I

go out of town. Pray make mc as happy as you can,

and let me hear from you often. lUit I am still in

hopes to see you, and will expect a summons one day

or other to come to Bristol, in order to be your guide

to Amesbury.

* Alriphmn ; or, The Minute Philosopher. Printed at London,

in 1732, in two vols. 8vo.—B.

t He pulilished in London, in the year 1732, " Revelation exa-

mined with Candour," &c. 2 vols. Svo.—B.
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TO THK KK\ . DK IlKXRY JKNNV,

AT HIS HOUSE IN ARMAGH.*

Duldin, June 8, 1732.

Sir,

It is true that some weeks ago a manuscript ]ia-

1 r of verses was handed about tliis town, and after-

\. .rds printed. 'I'he subjeet was, my o;reat int^rati-

tudc and breach of hospitidity in j)ublishing a copy

of verses called Haimilton's Bawn. The writer

hath likewise taken severe notice of some other verses

published many years ago by the indiscretion of a

friend, to whom they were sent in a letter. It was

called a Journal, and writ at Mr liochfort's ; and the

< quences drawn from both by this late writer is,

that the better 1 am used in any family the more I

abuse them ; with other reflections that must follow

from such a principle. 1 was originally as unwilling to

be libelled as the nicest man c^in be ; but having been

used to such treatment ever since I unhappily began

to be known, I am now grown hardened ; and while

the friends I have left will continue to use me with

any kindness, I shall need but a small degree of phi-

losophy to bear me up against those who are pleased

to be my enemies on the score of party zeal, and the

hopes of turning that zeal to account. One thing, I

Htftor of Armagh, and iutrrxluccd inUj Swift's poem on Ilamil-



EPISTOLAUV CUIIUKSPONDENCE. ^

confess, would still touch mc to the quick ; 1 mean,

if any person of true <^enius would eui})loy his \)v\\

against me; hut if I am not very j)artial to myself,

I cannot rememher that amon<; at least two thousand

papers, full of rrroundless reflections ai^ainst me, hun-

dreds of wliieh I have seen, and heard of more, I ne-

ver saw any one production tliat the meanest writer

could have cause to be proud of; for which I can as-

sign a verv natural reason ; that during the whole

busy time of my life, the men of wit (in Kn<(land)

were all my particular friends, although many of

them differed from me in opinions of public persons

and proceedings. As to Ireland, where I lived very

little before the Queen's death, and ever since in per-

fect retirement, I remember to have published no-

thing but what is called the Drapier's Letters, and

some few other trifles relating to the affairs of this

miserable and ruined kingdom. What other things

fell from me, (chiefly in verse,) were only amuse-

ments in hours of sickness or leisure, or in private

families, to divert ourselves and some neighbours,

but were never intended for public view, which is

plain from the subjects and the careless way of hand-

linir them ; neither indeed can it answer the true ends

of vanity, or desire of praise, to let the world see such

little sallies of fancy or humour, because if they be ill

or indiiTerently performed, (which must often be the

case,) the loss of reputation is certain ; and however

well executed, after a week's vogue, they are utterly

forgot. I know not how I come to be led so far from

the subject of your letter. I confess there were some

few persons who made random conjectures that you

might possibly be concerned in the paper you hint at,
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but thev were siu-li who knew very little ot" yon or

me ; for others who were better neqnainted with ns

U>tli have ;ilwavs eleared von, beeansc thev dicl not

look uiwn that paper any w^iy ecpial to yonr known

good sense and eandonr, or talent oi' writini^^ And
as to nivself, 1 had Anther conviction, because I knew

how well yon wercacciuainted with the whole history

and occasion of writing those verses on the Barrack ;

how well pleased the master and lady of the family

were w ith it : that vou had read it more than once ;

that it was no secret to any neighbour, nor any reserve

but that against giving a copy. You know well by

what incidents that reserve was broken, by granting

a copy to a great person, a!id from tlience how it fell

into other hands, and so came, (as is the constant case,)

to be published, and is now forgot. I confess my own
conjectures about this late libel against mc lay towards

another gentleman, who, I am informed, hath since

cleared himself, I mean l)r 'J'isdall ; but that suspi-

cion was first taught me by others ; and yet I know
very well that for at least fifteen years past, he hath

been often eiifxaued in a kind of fiirtin^; war of satiric

burlescjue verse with certain wags both in town and
countr)', who, it seems, were provoked with his fa-

culty of jibing, and used to answer him in his own
way. ^'et I have been assured that in these combats,

he was generally mistaken in his adversaries, failing

foul upon many persons who never dipt a pen either

for or against him : and 1 think you, among others,

had some marks of his favour. But, as to me, who, 1

^' nly profess, was always entirely innocent, du-
ring the whole time that his pen and tongue took this

unhappy turn, as well as before and since, I could ne-
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vcr be one month at peace lor his wit ; whatever was
writ to ridieiile him, was laid at my door, and onK h\

liimselt*; with a i'urthi r (ktlaration, much to my ho-

nour, that lie knew my style, would troni)!^ himself

to inijuire no further ; and, usiiiLi; nn* sirname, said, I

was his man. Some of his performances I have seen,

and have heard of" more, besides the <^reat number he

kept /// prffo : so that five or six gentlemen have of-

ten and very lately assured me, that in one evenint;-

sittini;-, he has ])rodueed a dozen of his libels wholly

against me ; desiring I might be told of it, and assu-

ring those gentlemen that the whole dozen should be

j)ublished, if I would not let him alone. I'his was a

little hard u])on ine, who had never one sinule moment
in my life the h?ast inclination to enter the lists with

him, at those or any other weapons whatsoever, any

more than I would venture to sit four hours dis])utin<'-

with him any point of controversy. I confess this

keenness of the doctor in determining, whenever he

was attacked, to fix on me for his adversary, inclined

nie to conceive that he might have probably writ this

last paper, and other peo})le had the same thought

;

but I hear he hath utterly denied it ; and I believe

him : for I am confident he is an honest man, but im-

happily misled, through the whole course of liis life,

by mistaking his talent, which he hath, against na-

ture, applied to wit and raillery, and rhyming : be-

sides which, his incurable absence of mind on all oc-

casions, and in all companies, hath led him into ten

thousand errors, especially of that kind, which are

mortal to all agreeable or improving conversation,

and which hath put him upoii such a foot with every

friend, that I heartily lament the situation he is in.
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I cntrout voiir p.iriloii for the IciiL^tli :iiul insignifi-

cancy of tins letter, but my solitary way of life is apt

to make mc t^ilkative upon paper. 1 ilesire you would

believe, lirsl, that 1 Ijuvc so frequently been libelled,

that niv curiosity to know the authors is quite ex-

tinct. thouirh that of some friends is not ; secondly,

that I am not hasty in judgin^r of men's style, or mat-

ter, or malice. 1 can venture to say, that a thing is

not written by such a person, because it is much be-

low his gocxl sense ; and to look among the herd of

dunces is endless. As to yourself, I hoi)e you will be

my witness that I have always treated you with par-

ticular distinction ; and if we differ in opinions rela-

tinn- to public proceedings, it is for very good reasons :

you are an expectant from the world and from power ;

I have long done with both : having been an original

offender against all principles set up since the death

of the queen, I could not think it worth my wdiile to

quit my old ones, and must have done it with an ill

grace, though honour and conscience had been out of

the question. Whoever really believes that things are

well, is many ways hap[)y ; he is pleased with the

world, (as I was formerly,) and the w^orld with him

;

his merit is allowed, and favour wull certainly follow ;

which I heartily wish you, only desiring, that in what

appears to my eyes a very dirty road, you would pick

out the cleanest stages you can ; and believe mc to be,

with much esteem, Sir,

Your most obedient humble servant,

J. S.
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FROM l.ADY CATHERINE JONES.

June 1.';, 1732.

The return of* my humble thanks to Mr Dean by

the date it bears, looks inore like a slumber of grati-

tude, than the quiek sense of that rare virtue whieh

I owe to you, sir, for the trouble you have so willing--

ly undertaken, in executin<r what I so much desired
;

since the manner you have done it in, answers my
wishes in every respect. The ])roposal you made, I

ac(|uainted my sister JCildare, and niece Fanny Con-
ingsby with ; for 1 being but one part of the family,

cannot act farther than they will consent, which is,

that they will settle twenty shillings ])er vear, that

you may never be liable to any more trouble upon the

same occasion.*

I need not inform Mr Dean, that the world teaches

us, that relations and friends look like two different

species : and though I have the honour to be allied to

my Lord Burlington, yet since the death of my good

father and his, the notice he takes of me is, as if I was

a separated blood ; or else, I am vain enough to say,

we are sprung from one ancestor, whose ashes keep

up a greater lustre than those who are not reduced

to it.

I cannot conclude without saying, that were I

worthy, in any way, to have the pleasure of seeing

Dean Swift, I do not know any passion, even envy

* For the purpose of keeping in repair the monument of her

grandfatlier, Arclibish(»p Jones.
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woulil iK^ UKikr iiiiuHunl. ill ir.y ambition of* soointr

tlio author of so niudi wit ami judicious writini;', as I

have l)ail tlir atlvantaije to ri\i|).

Your most hunibK^ and oi)litrc(l servant,

CATHAinNK .lONKS.

Vonr o))ini(Mi of ^ll• I'nnch* is jnst. and ins due.

TO MK HAY AND THE DUCHESS OF
QUEEXSJ5EKHY.

Dublin, July 10, 1732.

I HAD your letter by Mr llyvcs, a lonii; time after

the date, for 1 suppose he staid long in the way. I

am glad you determhic upon something ; there is no

writinir I esteem more than fables, nor anvthini^ so

diffieult to succeed in ; w Inch, however, you have

done excellently well, and I have often admired your

happiness in such a kind of performances, which I

have frequently endeavoured at in vain. I remember

I acted as you seem to hint ; 1 found a moral first,

and studied for a fable, but could do nothing that

pleased me, and so left off that scheme for ever. I re-

member one, which was to represent what scoundrels

rise in annies by a long war, wherein I sui)posed the

lion was engaged ; and having lost all his animals of

IImii^»hrcy Frcnrh, lr»r(l-mrivor of lJul>liii.
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wortli, at last Serjeant Hog eaine to he l)riga(lier, and
Corporal Ass a colonel, iVc. I at^ree with vou like-

wise ahout «::cttinii; something hy the stage, whieh,

Avhen it succeeds, is the hest crop for poetry in JMig-

land : but pray, take some new scheme, quite diflcr-

ent from any thin i^ you have already touched. The
present humour of the })layers, who hardly (as I was

told in I^ondon) regard ariy new play, and your j)re-

sent situation at the court, are the diHiculties U) be

overcome ; but those circumstances may have altered

(at least the former) since I left you. iNIy scheme was

to pass a montli at Amcsbury, and then go to Twick-
enliam, and live a winter between that and Dawley,

and sometimes at Riskins, without li-oinir to liOndon.

where I now can have no occasional lodgings ; but 1

am not yet in any condition for such removals. I

would fain have you get enough against you grow
old, to have two or three servants about you and a

convenient house. It is hard to want those ^ubsidia

senectiili, wlien a man grows hard to please, and few

people care whether he be pleased or not. I liavc a

large house, yet I should hardly prevail to find one

visitor, if I were not able to hire him with a bottle of

wine : so that, when 1 am not abroad on horseback,

1 generally dine alone, and am thankfid if a friend

will pass the evening with me. I am now with tlie

remainder of my pint before me, and so here's your

liealth—and the second and chief is to my Tunbridfre

acquaintance, my lady duchess—and I tell you that

I fear my Lord Bolingbroke and Mr I'ope (a couple

of philosophers) would starve me, for even of port

wine I should require half a pint a-day, and as much
at night : and you were growing as bad, unless your
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(hike and duchess have mended you. Vour cohc is

owinix to intenij>eranco of the philosophical kind ; you

eet witliout care, and if you drink less than I, you

drink too little. Hiit your inattention I cannot par-

don, because I imagined the cause was removed, lor

I th(>u«dit it lav in vour fortv millions of schemes hy

cinirt hoj)es and court fears. Yet Mr Pope has the

same defect, and it is of all others the most nK)rtal to

c»nversation : neither is my Lord liolingbroke im-

tinged with it : all for want of my rule, J^vc la ha-

f^irllc ! but the doctor is the king of inattention !

What a vexatious life should I lead among you ! If

the duchess be a reveiise^ I will never go to Ames-
bury ; or, if I do, I will run away from you both, to

one of her women, and the steward and chaplain.

Madam,
I MENTIONED 'something to Mr Gay of a Tun-

bridge acquaintance, whom we forget of course when
we return to tow^n, and yet 1 am assured that if they

meet again next summer, they have a better title to

resume their commerce. Thus I look on my right of

corresponding with your grace to be better establish-

ed upon your return to Amesbury ; and 1 shall at

this time descend to forget, or at least suspend, my re-

sentments of your neglect all the time you were in

London. I still keep in my heart, that Mr (^ay iiad

no sooner turned his back, than you left the place in

his letter void which he had commanded you to fill :

though your guilt confounded you so far, that you
wanted presence of mind to blot out the last line,

where that command stared you in the face. But it

is my misfortune to cpiarrel with all my acquaintance.
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and always come by the worst ; and fortune is ever

against me, hut never so much as by pursuing; mv out

of mere ])artiality to your grace, for which you are to

answer, l^y your connivance, she lias ])leased, by one

stumble on the stairs, to give me a lameness that six

months have not been able ])erfectly to cure : and thus

I am prevented from revenging myself by continu-

ing a month at Amesbury, and breeding confusion

in your grace's family. No disappointment through

my whole life has been so vexatious by many degrees;

and (iod knows whether I shall ever live to see the

invisible lady to whom I was obliged for so many fa-

vours, and whom I never beheld since she was a brat

in hanging sleeves. I am, and shall be ever, with the

greatest respect and gratitude,

Madam, your grace's most obedient,

and most humble, <Scc.

Jon. Swii t.

FROISI LORD BOLINGBROKE.

July 18, 1732.

I WRITE this letter, in hopes that Pope, a man
scattered in the world, (according to the French
phrase,) will soon procure me an opportunity of con-

veying it safely to you, my reverend dean. For my
own part, half this wicked nation might go to you,
or half your beggarly nation might come to us, and
the whole migration be over before 1 knew anything
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of tlie matter. Mv letter will ec^neern neitlier allhirs

of state, nor of party : nnd yet T would not have it

fall inti> the hands of our ministers ; it mii^ht ])ass in

their exeellent noddles for a pieee of a plot against

tlieinselvcs, if not ai^ainst the state ; or, at least, it

niij^ht furnish them with an opjiortunity of doini^an

ill-natured, and disappointin«4 a irood-natured thin<^'

;

whieh IxMUi; a ])leasure to the malieious and the base,

1 should l)e sorry to pve it on any occasion, and es-

pecially on this, to the par nohUe fratrum.*

At\er this preamble. I ])roceed to tell you, that

there is in my neighbourhood, in Berkshire, a clergy-

man, one Mr Talbot, related to the solicitor-general,

and protected by him. This man has now the liv-

ing of lUntield.f which the late Bishoj) of Durham
held before, and, for aught I know, after he was liishop

ofOxford.! The living is worth four hundred ])ounds

licr annum, over and above a curate ])aid, as Mr Cor-

rey, a gentleman w ho does my business in that coun-

tiy, and who is a very grave authority, assuies me.

The parsonage house is extremely good, the place

pleasant, and the air excellent, the distance from Lon-

don a little day*s journey, and from hence (give me
leave to think this circumstance of some importance

to you) not much above half a day's, even for you who

• Sir liiAxri \Val|M»lc, ;u)d lii.s brother Horace.—15.

t A rccton* in Bt-rkshirr.

—

1>.

X 't \* honourahlf tn Bolinphroke, that of all the Dean's great and

|M»«rcrfnl friemL*., he apiK-arecl, while in office, nif>st anxious t<» fix his

fortune ; and now, when (leprive<l of |>ower, wems to Jjave l>een erjually

aHadufniA in diftcrtvering means of settling him in Englanrl. But tin-

exdluDgp prr;p*»f»ed in this letter was too unfavourable for Swift to be

rarried ioto effect.

2



rpisTor.AT{v coui{r.sroxi)i:xci:. 17

are no ^reat jockey. Mr Talbot has many reasons,

whicli make liiin desirous to settle in Ireland for the

rest of his life, and has been lookin^^ out for a ehan«^c

of preferments some time. As soon as I heard this,

I employed one to know whether he continued in the

same mind, and to tell him, that an advantageous ex-

chancre mii^ht be offered him, if he could en<ra<xe his

kinsman to make it practicable at court. He answer-

ed for his own acce})tance, and his kinsman's endea-

vours. I employed next some friends to secure my
Lord Dorset, who very frankly declared himselfready

to serve you in anything, and in this if you desired

it. I]ut he mentioned a thinir, at the same time,

wholly unknown to me, which is, that your deanery

is not in the nomination of the crown, but in the

election of the chapter. This may render our aflair

])erha])s more easy ; more hard, I think, it cannot be
;

but in all cases, it requires other measures to be taken.

One of these, I believe, must be, to prepare Hoadly,

Bishop of Salisbury, if that be possible, to prepare

his brother the Archbishop of I3ublin. The light,

in which the pro])osition must be represented to him

and our ministers (if it be made to them) is this : that

though they gratify you, they gratify you in a thing

advantageous to themselves, and silly in you to ask.

I suppose it will not be hard to persuade them, that

it is better for them you should be a private parish

priest in an English county, than a dean in the me-

tropolis of Ireland, where they know, because they

have felt, your authority and influence. At least,

this topic is a plausible one for those who speak to

them, to insist upon, and coming out of a whig mouth

may have weight. Sure I am, they will be easily

VOL. XVIII. B



porsuailtHi. tl^al ([uitiiniX innvcr for ease, and a great-

er for a less revenue, is a foDlisli baiLi^ain, which they

should by consc<iuenee Ik1|) you to make.

You see now the^tatc of this wliole allair, and you

will judge better than T am able to do, (^f the means

to Ix? employed on your side of the water : as to those

on this, nothinir shall be neglected. I'ind some sc-

cure way of conveying your thoughts and your com-

mands to me ; for my friend has a right to command
me nrbitrarilv, which no man else upon earth has. Or

rather, dis])ose of affairs so as to come hither imme-

diatelv. You intended to come some time n<xo. You
speak, in a letter Pope has just now received from you,

as if you still had in view to make this journey before

winter. Make it in the summer, and the sooner the

better. To talk of being able to ride with stirrups^

is trifling : get on Pegasus, bestride the hippogryph,

or mount the white nai; in the Revelation. To be

serious ; come any how, and put neither delay nor

humour in a matter which requires dis])atch and ma-
nagement. Though I have room, I will not say one

word to you about Berkeley's* or Dclany'sf book.

Some part of the former is hard to be understood ;

none of the latter is to be read. I propose, however,

to reconcile you to metaphysics ; by shewing how
they may l)c employed against metaphysicians ; and
that whenever you do not understand them, nobody
else- docs, no not those who write them.

T Vn^'W you are inrpiisitive about the health of the

]tiH)r woman who inhabits this place; it is tolerable.

* ' Alrijihron ; or The Minute Pliilo'.f.plifr."— B.

Rrrelatirm cxainine<l with Candour."—B.
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l)ctter than it has been some years. Conic and sec

hcv ; yt)U sliall he nursed, ibndled, and humoured.

She desires you to accept this assurance, ^vith lur

humble service, ^'our hearses shall be urazed in sum-

nier, and i'otliered in winter; and you and vour man
shall have meat, drink, and lodij^iuix. \\'a^hin<^ I

cannot aflord, Mr Dean ; lor I am grown saving,

thanks to your sermon about frugality.

FROM LADV BETTY GERMAIN.

Drayton, July 19, IT.'^ii.

I BELIEVE you will not wonder at my long si-

lence, when I tell you, that Mrs Floyd came ill here,

but that she kept pretty much to herself; and ever

since she has been here, till within these two or three

days, 1 have had no hopes of her life. You may easily

guess what I must have suffered for a so long tried,

prudent, useful, agreeable companion ajid friend.

And God knows, she is now excessively wxak, and

mends but slowly : however, I have now great hopes,

and I am very good at believing what I heartily wish.

As I dare say you will be concerned for her, you
may want to know her illness, but that is more than

I can tell you. She has fiuicied herself in a consump-

tion a threat while : but thouj^h she has had the most

dreadful cough I ever heard in my life, all the doc-

tors said, it was not that ; but none of them did say

what it was. The doctor here, who is an extraordi-
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nary good one, (hut lives loinicon l(>nj^, lonii: miles

ofV,) has lately Ihth le(^ ten tli«)iisaiul ])c)uiuls, and

now hates lu> business ; lie says, it is a sliarj) hu-

mour that falls upon her nerves, sometimes on her

stomaeh and Unvels ; and indeed what he has <;iven

her has. to ap|K\iranee. had mueh better elleet than

the mil lions of thin;^s she has been foreed to take.

After this, you will not expeet I should have follow-

ed your onlers. and rid. for I liave searccly walked ;

allhouL V 1 dare not be very much in her room, be-

cause she constrained her.self to hide her illness from

me.

The Duke and Duchess of Dorset have not been

here yet, but I am in hopes they will soon. I do not

know, whether ycni remember Mrs C'rowther, and

Mrs Acourt ; they and Mr I'ersode are my compa-

ny ; but as I love my house full, I expect more still

;

and my Lady Suffolk talks of makini^ mc a short vi-

fcit. I have been .so full of Mrs Floyd, I had like to

have for^'ot to tell you, that 1 am such a dunder-

head, that I really do not know what my sister Pen's

age was ; but T think she could not be above twelve

years old. She was the next to me, but whether two
or three years younger 1 have for^^ot ; and what is

more ridiculous, 1 do not exactly know my own, for

my mother and nurse u.sed to differ upon that not-

able point. And I am willing t(^ be a young lady

still, s<) will not allow myself to be more than forty-

eight, next birth-<lay ; but if 1 make my letter any
longer, |K.rliap» yon will wish T had never been born.

So adieu, dear Dean.
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TO MR ALDFUMAX JiAidJIlR.

Duliliii, July 2'2, I7.'J2.

Mr a i.dkkman,

THPin: is a yoiiii"^ gcutlcinaTi of tlic (•l(T<;y here,

iuv whuiii 1 have great regard. And 1 ciiniiot but

wish this young geiitlcniau (for whose learning and

oratory in the |)iil|)it I will engage) might have the

honour to be your ehaplain in yoi:r mayoralty. His
name is Matthew l*ilkington ; he is some years un-

der thirty, but has more wit, sense, and diseretion,

than any of your London parsons ten years alx)ve his

age. He has a great longing to see Kngland, and

i])pear in the presence of Mr I'ope, Mr (tay, and

others, in which 1 will venture to befriend him. You
are not to tell me of prior engagements ; because I

have some title, as an old acquaintance, to expect a

favour from you. Therefore, pray let me know im-

mediately that you have complied with my request

lx?fore you had read half my letter. T expect your

answer, to my satisfaction, and the haj)piness of the

young gentleman ; and am, with great sincerity,

Your most obedient ser\ant,

Jon. Swift.

P. S. You need not l>e afraid of Mr I'ilkington's

hanging upon you ; for he has some lortune of his

own, and somewhat in the church ; but he would be

glad to see Kngland, and be more known to those

who will esteem him, and may raise him.
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nioM MH (;ay AM) 'rni': nrciiKSS of
QUKENS1U:UUV.

Anu'i>bury, July ul4, 17^i*-

JJkau Sib,

As the circumstances of our money affairs are al-

tcreii. I think myself obliged to accjiiaint you with

ihcm as soon as 1 can ; which, if I had not received

your letter hist post, 1 should have done now. 1 left

your two South Sea bonds, and four of my own, in

Mr lloare's hands, when I came out of town, that

he nii^dit receive the interest for us, when due ; or,

if you should want your money, that you mi<^ht re-

ceive it upon your order. Since I came out of town,

the South Sea Com])nny have come to a resolution

to pay off 50 ])er cent, of their bonds, with the inte-

rest of the 50 per cent, to Michaelmas next. So that

there is now half of our fortunes in Mr lloare's hands

at present, without any interest going on. As you

seem to be inclined to have your money remitted to

Ireland, I will not lay out the sum tliat is paid into

his hands in any other thing, till 1 have your orders. 1

cannot tell what to do with my own. T ])elicve I

shall see Mr Iloarc in this country very soon ; for

he has a house not above six miles from us, and I in-

tend to advise with him ; though in the present si-

tuation of affairs, I expect to be left to take my own
way. The remaining 50 per cent, were it to be sold

at present, bears a premium; but the pretiiium on
the 50 that was paid is sunk. 1 do not know whether
I write intelUgibly upon the subject. T cannot send
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you the ])articulars ol* your account, thoui;h I know
I am in tlubt to you for interest, beside tlit* prinei-

jxil ; and you will nmlerstand so nuieli of what 1 in-

tend to int'orni you, that halt' ot your money is now
in Mr lIoarc*s hands without anv interest. So since

I caimot send you the particulars of your account, I

will now say no more about it.

1 shall lini.sh the \vork 1 intended, this summer;
but I look upon tlie success in every respect to be

precarious, ^'ou judi^e very ri«^ht ol"ni\ present si-

tuation, that I cannot ])ro})ose to succeed bv favour :

and I do not think, it" I could Hatter myself that 1

had any degree ol merit, much could be expected

from that unfashionable pretension.

1 have almost done everything I ])roposed in the

ivay of fables ; but have not set tlie last hanti to them.

Though they will not amount to half the number, i

believe they will make much such another volume as

the last. I lind it the most diilicult task 1 ever under-

took ; but have determined to go through with it

;

and, after this, I believe 1 shall never have courage

enough to think any more in this way. Last post

I had a letter irom ^Ir Pope, who inft)rms me he has

heard from you ; and that he is ])re])aring some scat-

tered things of yours and his for the press. I believe

I shall not see him till the winter ; for, by riding and

walking, I am endeavouriuL:: to lay in a stock of health,

to squander in the town. You see, in this respect,

my scheme is very like the country gentlemen in re-

gard to their revenues. As to mv eatinix and drink-

ing, I live as when you knew me ; so that in that

point we shall agree very well in living together
;

and the duchess will answer for me, tluit I am cured
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of inattention ; for I never ibrget any thing she says

to mc.» For he never henrs ^vvhat T say, so eannot

t. If I served him the same way, I shouhl not

care .. ;..; ihin^ ever to be hrtter accinainted Avitli my
Tunbridgeacqnaintance, whom, by attention to him,

I have learned to set my heart njion. I be«ran to frivc

over all hopes, and from theiue bc<ran my neglect. I

think this a very |)hil(>so])liical reason, though there

might be another given. W hen line ladies arc in

Ix^ndon, it is ver>' genteel and allowable to forget

their best friends; which, if 1 thoiinht modestly of

mvsclf, nnist needs be yon, becanse you know little

of me. Till you do more, pray do not persuade Mr
Gay, that he is discreet enough to live alone ; for I

do assure you he is not, nor I either. We are of great

use to one another ; for we never flatter or contra-

diet, but when it is absolutely necessary, and then

we do it to some purpose ; particularly the first agrees

mightilv with our constitutions. If ever we (piarrel,

it will be about a piece of bread and butter ; for

somebody is never sick, except he eats too much of

it. He will not quarrel with you for a glass or so ;

for by that means he hopes to gulp down some of

that forty millions ofschemes that hindered him from

being good eomj)any. I would fain see you here,

there is so fair a chance that one of us must be plea-

sed ; perhaps both, you with an old acquaintance,

I with a new one : it is so well worth taking a jour-

ney for, that if the mountain will not come to Maho-
met, Mahomet nnist go to the mountain. J>iit before

* The duchess here Ijegins.
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eitlicr of our journeys arc settled, T desire you woidd
resolve me one (jucstion— whether a man, who thinks

hhnself well where he is, should look out for his

liouse and servants before it is convenient, before he

grows old, or before a person, with whom he lives,

])ulls him by the sleeve in private, (according to oath,)

and tells him that they have enou;i;h of" his company ?

Pie will not let me write one word more, l)iit that I

have a very ijreat regard for vou, &c.

The duke is very nuich yours, and will never leave

you to your wine.* Many thanks for your drum
I wish to receive your congratulations lor the other

boy, you may believe.

FROM Mils CiESAK.t

August f), 1732.

Permit me to congratulate you upon the return

of Mrs 13arber, with thanks for pleasures enjoyed in

her com])any ; for had she not come recommended
by the 13ean of St Patrick's, likely I had passed her

It would appear that Swift, liiinself naturally hospitable until

age and disease altered his temper, did not altogether admire the

parsimony of Pope, who used to desert his guests soon after su])j>cr,

with a habitual expression, '' Gentlemen, I leave you to your wiue,"

of which there was but a small motlicum placed on the table.

t Wife to the treasurer of the navy during Lord Oxford's admi-

nistration, iu the rcigu of Quceu Auue.—H.
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bv unluHxlcd, bcint; ant ti> follow a i^ood author, \n

sluinnin^ those of my own coat. But hold ; I must

\ooV if it runs not from corner to corner, which T

more fear than Icniith. I'or Poj)c says, thoui^h some-

times he tinds too many letters in my words, never

too many words in my letters. So with jNIr Ca?sar's,

and my l>est wishes, thou worthy, witty, honest Dean,

adieu.

M. Adklmau Ca:sak.

FROM LADY WORSLEY.*

August (i, 1732.

Sir,

I FLATTER mysclf, that if you had received my
last letter, vou would have favoured me with an an-

swer ; therefore I take it for granted it is lost.

I was so proud of your connnands, and so fearful

of being supplanted by my daughter,! that 1 went to

work immediately, that her box might not keep her

in your remembrance, while there was nothing to put

you in mind of an old friend and humble servant.

Rut Mrs IJarber's long stay here, (who promised me
to convey it to you,) has made me appear very ne-

gligent, I doubt not but you think me unworthy of

• Iii'loi^fl, " 1 .iy Worslcy, with a prescut of a writiiig-lxjx

japanrxfl by her^tii. —

N

t La/iy Carteret-



EVISTOI.AllY C'OUUF.sroNUENCE. 27

the share (you once told me) 1 liad in yonr heart. 1

am yet vain enou^li to think I deserve it better than

all those tlirtini; i;irls you coquet with. I will not

yield (even) to dirdj Puttijy whom 1 \\ as the most jea-

lous of when you was last here. A\'hat if T am a

trreat-i^randmotlur, I can still distiuL^uish your me-
rit from all the rest of the world ; hut it is not con-

sistent with your good-l)reedin<>- to })ut one in mind
of it ; therefore I am determined not to use my in-

terest with Sir Robert for a livin<^ in the Isle of

AN'i^ht,* though nothinu^ else could reconcile me to

the i)lacc. lUit if I could make you Archbishop of

Canterbury, I should for^^et my resentments, for the

sake of the Hock, who very mucli want a careful

shepherd. Arc we to have the honour of seeing you,

or not ? I have IVesh hopes given me ; but 1 dare

not please myself too much with them, lest I should

be again disappointed. If I had it as nuich in my
j)ower, as my inclination, to serve Mrs Rarber, she

should not be kept thus long attending : but I hope

her next voyage may prove more successful. She is

just come in, and tells mc you have sprained your
foot, which will prevent your journey till next sum-
mer ; but assure yourself the Bath is the only infal-

lible cure for such an accident. If you have any re-

gard remaining for me, you will shew it by taking

my advice ; if not, I will endeavour to forget you, il'

I can. I5ut, till that doubt is cleared, I am as nmch
as ever, the Dean's

Obedient humble servant,

F. WORSLEY.

• Where her luisband. Sir Robert Worsley, p<j^^ci5ed the estate

of Appuldercumlx?.
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TO AIJ)KHMA\ l^AKBKU.

Dublin, August 10, 17:]2.

Mr Alderman,
T A^f very ani^^ry witii my iVicnd l)(X't(^r J)rlaiiy,

for not ap]ilyiiiij to yon sooner, as I desired him, in

favour of Mr Matthew I'ilkinij^ton, a young elergy-

man here, who has a great ambition to have the ho-

nour of being your ehaplain in your mayoralty. I

waited for the doctor's answer liefore I could write to

you, and it came but last night.* He tells me you

have been so very kind as to give him a promise up-

on my request ; I will therefore tell my story. This

gentleman was brought to me by the doctor about

four years ago, and I found him so modest a young
man, so good a scholar and preacher, and of so hope-

ful a genius, and grew still better upon my hands the

more I knew him, that I have been seeking all op-

portunities to do him some real service; from no

other motive in the world, but the esteem I had of

his worth. And T hope you know me long enough

to believe me ca])able of acting as I ought to do in

such a case, however contrary it may be to the pre-

sent practice of the world. He has a great longing to

see England, and appear in the presence of Mr Pope,

Mr Gay, I)r Arbuthnot, and some other of my

• Pilkin^oii )ielicre<I that Mrs Barber and Dr Delany returned

the Dean's fir«»t letter of 22d July uprm tliis 8ubje< t, and rendered

diii seoond qiplicatioD necessary, which proved successful.
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friends, wluM-ein I will assist him with my rccom-

incDclations. lie is no relation or (lc'j)en(lant of mine.

I am not puttin*^ you upon a joh, hut to encourage

a young man of merit upon his own account as well

as mine. He will ho no hurden upon you, for he has

some fortune ot his own, and will have a nuich het-

ter from his father ; and has also a convenient esta-

blishment for a church in this city.

Mr Pilkington will he ready to attend you u})on

your connnand, and I wish he may go as soon as pos-

sible, that he may have a lew weeks to ])repare him
for his business, by seeing the 'I'ower, the Monument,
and AVestminster Abbev, and have done starint; in

the streets.

I am so entirely out of the world, that I cannot

promise a hope ever to recpiite your favour, otherwise

than with hearty thanks for conferring this obligation

u})on me. ^Vnd I shall ever remain, with true esteem,

your most obedient and obliged humble servant,

Jon. Switt.

TO MR GAY AND THE DUCHESS OF
QUEENSliERUY.

Dublin, Aiif?. 12, 1732.

I KNOW not what to say to the account of your

stewardship), and it is monstrous to me that the South

Sea* should pay half tlieir debts at one clap. But I

Gay, as well as his friend Pojx*, ventured sonic money in the fa-

mous South Sea scheme. And there was a print hy Ho^^arth, repre-
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will send for the nionev when vou i)iit mr into tlic

way, tor I sliall want it hero, niv allairs beini^ in a

IkuI addition h\ tlio miseries of the kingdom, and

mv own private fortune beint^ wholly (Mnbroiled, and

worse than ever ; so that I shall soon j)ctition the

duehess, as an object of charity, to lend mc three or

four thousand ])ounds to keep uj) my di<rnity. My
one hundred jimnids will buy me six hof^sheads of

wine, which will support me a year ;
jjrovisrcjrif^is

in annum copia. Horace desired no more : f<ir I will

cousivwvJruizis to l>e wine, ^'ou are youn^ enough

to f^t some lucky hint which must come by chance,

and it shall be a thing of importance, 7 ?^(x/67 Jtnnc in

annum rivaf ct in pJures, and you shall not finish it

in haste, and it shall be divertinir, :uid usefully sati-

rical, and the du(lK>s shall be your critic; and be-

twecn you and me, I do not find bhc will grow weary

of yon till this time seven years. I had lately an of-

fer to change for an English living, which is just too

short by L.300 a-ycar, and that must be made* out of

the duchess's pin-money before I can consent. I want

to be minister of Amesbnry, Dawley, Twickenham,
Kiskins, and prebendary of Westminster, else I will

not stir a step, but content myself with making the

duchess miserable throe months next summer. But

1 keep ill company : 1 mean the duchess and you,

who are Iwth out of favour ; and so I find am I, by

a few verses wherein I^ope and you have your parts.

f«enting I*oj»c jMittirig our of his hancU into the ptxket of a lar^e fat

perv»na^, who wr»rc a hornJiook at hiji girdle, designed for the figure

of Oay ; and the hombriok harl reference to his Fables, written for

th* Toung Duke of Cumheriand,—Dr Warton.
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Voii hear l)r Dclany has got a \^'i\c with r..l()0() a-

ycar ; I, whi) am liis t^ovcriior, camiot take one un-

der two thousaiul ; 1 wisli you would iiujuire of such

a one in your nci*xhhourhood. Sec what it is to write

godly books ! I profess I envy you above all men in

KiiLrland ; vou want notirm<'- but thne thousand

pounds more to kee]) you in ])lenty ^^ hen your friends

grow weary of you. To j)revent which last evil at

Amesburv, you must learn to domineer and be pee-

vish, to lind fault with their victuals and drink, to

chide and direct the servants, with some other lessons

which 1 shall teach you, and always practised myself

with success. I believe I formerlv desired to know
whether the vicar of ^Vmesbury can J^lay at backgam-

mon ? pray ask him the (juestion, and give him my
service.

MA])A:\r,

I WAS the most unwary creature in the world,*

when, against my old maxims, I writ first to you ujj-

on vour return to Tunbrid<ro. I bei; that this conde-

scension of mine may go no farther, and that you will

not pretend to make a ])recedent of it. 1 never knew
any man cured of any inattention, although the j)re-

tended causes were removed. When I was with Mr
Gay last in I^ondon, talking with him on some poeti-

• One of tlie last and ni<»st clo^nt comj)Iinu'iits wliich thij> ^iii;,^!-

lar ladv, aftor fiavintj l)een celfbrated l»v so niaiiv formor wits and

p<X'ts, received, was from tlie amiable Mr William Whitehead, in the

third vohime of his Works, p. 65 ; which conijiliment turns <»n the

peculiar circumstance of her grace's having never charige<l her dress

according to the fasliion, but retained that which had l)een in vogue

when she was a young beaut v.— T^r Warton.
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cal subjects, he would answer, '* Well, 1 am deter-

miiUHl not to aeoej)l tlie emplovniont of irentloman-

iisluT ;" anil of the same clisj)osilion were all my ])0-

etieal tVieiul>, aiul if you eannol eure him, I utterly

despair.—As to yourself, 1 will say to you, (though

comparisons be odious.) what 1 said to the queen,

that your (lualitv slunild he never any motive of es-

teem to me : mv eom])rmuMit was then lost, hut it

\y\\\ not be so to you. For I know you more by any

one of your letters, than I could by six months con-

versinn-. Your ])en is always more natural and sin-

cere and unafVeeted than your tonn-uc ; in writing

you are too lazy to give yourself the trouble of act-

ing a part, and have indeed acted so indiscreetly that

I have you at mercy : and although you should ar-

rive to such a height of immorality as to deny your

hand, vet, whenever I produce it, the world w ill unite

in swearing this must come from you only.

I w ill answer your question. Mr Gay is not dis-

creet enough to live alone, but he is too discreet to

live alone : and yet (\mless you mend him) he will

live alone ; even in your grace's company. Your

quarrelling with each other upon the subject of bread

and butter, is the most usual thing in the world
;
par-

liaments, courts, cities, and kingdoms, (piarrel for no

other cause ; from hence, and from hence only, arise

all the fpiarrels between ^Vhig and Tory ; between

those who arc in the ministry, and those who are out

;

between all pretenders to enqdoyment in the church,

the law, and the army : even the common proverb

teaches you this, when we say, It is none of my bread

and butter; meaning it is no business of mine.

Therefore I despair of any reconcilement between

5
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you till the ailair of bread aiul butter be adjusted,

\shereiii I would i^ladlv be a mediator. If Maliouiet

should come to the mountain, how hap})y would an

excellent lady be, who lives a few miles Irom this

town I As 1 was tellin^^ of Mr day's way of living

at Amesburv, she ollcred fifty iruineas to have you

both at lier house for one hour over a bottle of Hur-

<^undv, which wo were then drinkini;'. To your ([ues-

tion, 1 answer that your i^race should ])idl me by the

sleeve till you tore it oil", and when you said you were

weary of me, I w^ould pretend to be deaf, and think

(accordin<^ to another proverb) that you tore my
clothes to keel) me from «:oin<i:. I never will believe

one word you say of my lord duke, unless I see three

or lour lines in his own hand at the bottom of yours.

I have a concern in the whole family, and Mr CJay

nuist <j;ive me a particular account of every branch,

lor I am not ashamed of you thouuh you be duke and

duchess, though I have been of others who are, c\:c.

and I do not doubt but even your own servants love

you, even down to your i)ostilions ; and whc n I come

to ^Vmesbury, belbre I see your grace, 1 will have an

hour's conversation with the vicar, who will tell me
how familiarly you talk to (ioody Dobson and all

the neighbours, as if you were their e([ual, and that

you were godmother to her son Jacky.

I ain, and shall be ever, with the greatest respect,

Vour ixrace's most obedient, cVc.

VOL. XVI

H

C
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FKC^M TIIK KAIU. OF rKTFKl^OROW
TO INIK rOFK.

1752.

I AM under the greatest imjiatieiiee to see Dr
Swift at l^evis-Mount,* aiul imist. signify niy mind

to him by another hand : it not being permitted inc

to liold correspondence with tlie said Dean, for no

letter of mine e^m eome to Iiis hands.

And whereas it is apparent in this protestant land,

most es[>ecially under the care of Divine Providence,

that nothing can succeed or come to a happy issue

without bribery ; therefore, let me know^ what ho

expects, to comply w ith my desires, and it shall be

remitted unto him.

For, thoutrh 1 would not corrupt any nian for the

whole world, yet a benevolence may be given with-

out any oflence to conscience ; every one nmst con-

fess that gratification and corruption are two distinct

terms ; nay at worst, many good men hold, that, for

a good end, some very naughty measures may be

made use of.

I5ut, sir, I must give you some good new^s in rela-

• Tliis year Lord IVtcrWirow and Vo]^' ]).ii(l a visit from Sr.ntli-

anpion to Winchcstor-cnllofrc, and /^rivc prizes to the srhfilars f(»r tlio

lK«t copy of vcrsrs tliat should Ik- written on a subject i)rf)i>os*'<l to

them hy Pope himnt-lf—Th«' rampaipi of \'alentia.— J'Im- pri/.es were

etjt of Pine's Horarc. Hampton, the excellent translator of F(»ly-

hius at that time very young, gained one of these prizes; Mr

Wbitchearl nnotlicr.

—

Wa hton.
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tion to myscir, because T know you wish inc well : I

am eiinnl of some diseases in my old age, which tor-

mented me very much in my yonth.

I was ])ossessed witli violcMit and uneasy jiassions,

such as a peevish concern ibr truth, and a saucy love

for my country.

AN'hen a Christian priest preached at^^ainst the s])i-

rit of the (rospel, when an Knglish judge dettTmined

ajiainst Ma«rna Cliarta, when the minister acted

atrainst common sense, I used to fret.

\ow, sir, let what will happen, 1 keep myself in

temper. As I have no flattering hopes, so 1 banish

all useless fears ; but as to the things of this world,

I find myself in a condition beyond expectation ; it

being evident, from a late parliamentary in([uiry,

that I have as nuich ready money, as much in the

funds, and as great a personal estate, as Sir Robert

Sutton.*

If the translator of Homer find fudt with this un-

beroic disposition, or (what I more fear) if the l)ra-

pier of Ireland accuse the Englishman of want of

spirit ; I silence vou both with one line out of vour

own Horace,

(^uid tc oxcnipta juvat spinis e ))liirilms una?

for T take the whole to be so corrupted, tliat a cure

in any part would but little avail.

Yours, ike.

* A wealthy nionev-brokcr t'Xj>elle<l the House of Coujinons for

beiiifj concenuMl in the Charital»le ('orjM>ratiou, wliicli wxs guilty of

us\irio»>s practices, under pretext of lending money to px»r jn'oplo

i»n pledges.
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TO TIIK KARL OF rF;rKinu)U()\v\

I Ni:vr.ii knew <ir heard of any person so volatile

and so fixed as your lordslii])
;
you, Avhile your ima-

<rinati(Mi is earrvinir you tlirou<^h every eorner oi'tlie

world, where you liave or have not been, ean at the

same time remember to do ofliees of favour and kind-

ness to the meanest of your friends : and, in all the

scenes you have passed, have not been able to attain

tliat one (piality peculiar to a great man, of forgetting

ever)-thing but injuries. Of this I am a living wit-

ness against you ; iow being the most insignificant

of all vour old humble servants, you were so cruel as

never to give me time to ask a favour ; but ))revent-

ed me in doing whatever you thought I desired, or

could be for my credit or advantage.

I have often admired at the ca])riciousness of For-

tune in regard to your lordship.* She hath forced

courts to act against their oldest and most constant

maxims ; to make you a general because you had

• After Ills phirious sii(< r»<s in Spain, ho was apjKiinU'd anibas-

«idor-€Xtrafirclinary, witli full pf»wcr» for adjusting all matters of

state ; biit \ra.H ha-ntily recalled, when he apjM'alcd to Parliament, and

afteruards had the thanks of the Houw of Lords for " the many

great and eminent services he had fK-rformed."— I snpjK>se Swift

calls him " an Admiral," Ijecause he was apj»ointed general of the

marine forcx'S by George I., and was continued in that commibsion hy

George II.

—

Bowle.s.
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roiini<^c and conduct ; an anihassador because you
had wisdom and kn()wlcd;j,c in the interests of Vai-

roj)e; and an achniral on account of your skill in ma-
ritime allliirs; whereas, according to thi' usual me-
thod of court proceed in<j^s, 1 should haye been at the

head of the army, and you of the church, or rather a

curate uiulcr the Dean of St l\itrick\s.

The Archhishoj) of 1 )ul)lin laments that he did not

sec your lordshij) till lie was just uj)on the point of

ieayinir the WnXh : I ])ray Ciod you mav haye found

success in that journey ; else 1 shall continue to think

there is a fatality in all your lordsiiip's undertakini^s,

\\hich only terminate in your own honour, and the

liood of the public, without the least adyantaire to

your health or fortune.

T remember I^ord Oxford's ministry used to tell

me, " That, not knowing; where to write to you, they

were forced to write at you." It is so with mc ; for

you are in one thing an eyan<;elical man, that " you
know not where to lay your head ;" and I think you
liaye no house. J 'ray, my lord, write to me, that I

may have the j)leasure, in this scoundrel country, ol'

o'oinu; about, and shewino- my depending parsons a

letter from the Karl of lVlcrbt.)row.

I am, lVc.

Jon, Swii t.
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TUOM MR ALDP:11MAN 15A11BE11.

London, Aug. 24, 1732.

SiH,

I wish Dr Dclany had com])lie(l with your request

sooner, in ac(iuaintin<; me with your intentions in

favour of Mr Pilkington. I could have been fijlad

also, that he had aecpiaiiited you, as I desired iiiui,

with the particulars how I stood circumstantiated in

relation to the chaplain ; for I flatter myself that

vour usual i^ood nature would have induced you to

comply with my request, in writini; a letter to me,

in an authoritative way, in your recommendation of

Mr Pilkington ; which would have given me a good

excuse for my refusini^ a gentleman, whom my de-

puty and connnon councilmen had recommended to

me above six months ago.

Another accident happened in this affair, by the

doctor's not receiving a letter I sent him, which, by

mistake, came not to his hands (though at home) un-

til many hours after my man had left it at his lodg-

ings ; which letter, had he seen in time, would have

prevented some little difficulties I lie under in this

affair, and which I must get over as well as I can.

For, sir, when 1 reflect on the many obligations I

have to you, which I shall ever acknowledge, I am
glad of any occasion to shew my gratitude ; and do

hereby, at your request, make Mr l*ilkington my
chaplain, when mayor. I wish it may answer his
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expectations ; for the profits arc not al)ove one Inin-

drcd and twenty pouiuls, if so much, as I ain told.

He constantly dines with the mayor; hut I am afraid

camiot lie in the hall, the rooms being all of st^ite.-

For your sake I ^vill shew iiim all the civilities I can.

Vou will reconunend him to Jo. (I)r, I mean) 'rra])[).

The mayor's day is the .'iOth oiOctober ; so that he

may tak(» his own time.

It would add very nnich to my felicity, il your
health would permit you to come over in the spring-,

and see a pageant of your own making. Had you
been here now, I am ])ersuaded you would have ])ut

me to an additional ex])i>nse, by liavin<_r a raree show
(or pageant) as of old, on the lord mayor's day. Mi-

Pope and 1 were thinking of luiving a large machine

carried througb the city, with a printing press, an

thor, piiblisliers, liawkers, devils, cVc. and a satiricid

|K)em, printed and thrown from the press to the mob,

in public view, but not to give offence ; but your

absence spoils that design.

IVay God preserve you long, very long, for tlie

good of your country, and the joy and satisfaction of

your friends ; among whom I take the liberty to

subscril)e myself, with great sincerity. Sir,

Your most obedient and most humble servant,

J. Baubek.
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l-UO.M >IU C.AV AM) TlIK DUCHESS OF
QUEENS15E1UIY.

Anicslniry, Aurr. og, 1730.

Dkau SllU

Mk Hdark Ikis ii hundred and odd pounds of

yours in his hands, which von may liave whenever
• • •

you ])lease to draw upon me lor it. I know 1 am
more indebted to vou, (I mean, beside the South Sea

bond of a hundred, that still subsists ;) but I cannot

tell you exactly how your account stands till I go to

town. I have money of my own too in Mr Hoare's

hands, which 1 know not at ])resent h(nv to dispose

of I believe I shall leave it without interest till 1

go to town, and shall then be at the same loss how

to dispose of it as now. I have an intention to get

more jiioney next winter ; but am prepared lor dis-

appointments, which T think it is very likely I shall

meet with ; yet as you think it convenient and ne-

cessary that 1 should have more than I have, you see

I resolve to do what 1 can to oblige you. 11" my de-

signs should not take effect, I desire you will be as

easy imder it as I shall be ; for I lind you so solicit-

ous about me, that you cannot bear my disa])))()int-

ments as well as I can. Ill do not write intelligibly

to you, it is because I would not have the clerks

of the post-ofTice know everything I am doing. If

you would come here this sunmier, you might, with

me, have helped to have drunk up the duke's wine,

and saved your money. I am growing so saving of



Kl'ISTOI.AUV COKIil.SrONDKNc'i:. 41

late, that 1 very often reproach myself with h( inif

covetous; and I am very often afraid thai 1 sli;ill

liave the trouble of having money, and never have

the pleasure of making use of it. I wish von could

live among us ; ])ut not mdess it could be to your

ease and satisfaction. You insist upon vour bcin*'-

minister of Amesbury, Dawley, Twickeniiam, Uisk-

ings, and prebendary of Westminster. For your be-

ing minister in those places, I cannot jjromise you ;

but I know you mii>ht have a jxood livinir in every

one of them, (iand)adoes I have rid in, and I think

them a very fine and useful invention ; but I have

not made use of them since I left Devonshire. 1 ride

and walk every day to such excess, that I am afraid

1 shall take a surfeit of it. 1 am sure, if 1 am not

better in health after it, it is not worth the pains. I

say this, though T have this season shot nineteen

brace of ])artridges. I have very little accjuainlance

with our vicar ; he does not live among us, but re-

sides in another parish. And I have not plaved at

back<ranunon with anybody since I came to ^Vmes-

bury, but Lady Harold, and I^adv IJateman. ^Vs

Dr Delany has taken away a fortune from us, 1 ex-

pect to be recommended in Ireland. If authors of

godly books are entitled to such fortunes, I desire

you would reconunerid me as a moral one ; 1 mean,

in Ireland, for that recommendation would not do in

England.

TIIK DUCHKSS IJECilNS.

The duchess will not lend you two or three thou-

sand pounds to keep up your digifity, f >r reasons to

Stradit del Poe ; but she hud much ratiicr give you



49 KIMSTOIAIIV COHlIKSl'ONUtNCE.

that, or ten thoiisaiul jHUimls niori\ tli;ni lay it out

in a imc ]x*tticHKit to make hersclt respected.

1 believe, tor all von L^ive MrCiavnineh liood advice,

that voii arc a very indiscreet person yourself, or else

you would come here to tiike care of your own af-

fairs ; and not be so indiscreet as to send lor your

money over to a place where there is none. Mr (iay

is a very rich man ; lor 1 really think lie docs not

wish to be riclicr ; but he will, for he is doing what

yon bid him ; though, if it may not be allowed, he

will acquire greater honour, and less trouble. His

covetousness, at present, is for health, which he takes

so much ]iains for, that he docs not allow himself

time to eniov it. Neither does he allow himself time

to be cither absent or present. AVhen he began to

be a sportsman, he had like to have killed a dog;

and now every day I expect he will kill himself, and

then the bread and butter alfair can never be brought

before you. It is really an afVair of too great conse-

quence to be trusted in a letter ; therefore, pray come

on ])urpose to decide it. If you do, you will not hear

how familiar I am with Goody Dobson ; for I have

seen Cioody Dobson ])lay at that with so ill a grace,

that I was determined never to risk anything so un-

becoming. I am not beloved, neither do I love any

creature, exce])t a very few, and those, not for having

any sort of merit, but only because it is my humour;

in this rank, Mr Gay stands first, and yourself next,

if you like to be resi)ected upon these conditions.

Now, do vou know me? lie stiuids over me, and

i>colds me for s}>elling ill ; and is very peevish (and

sleepy) that I do not give him up the pen ; for he has

yawned for it a thousand times. We both once heard
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a lady (who at that time we lx)tli llioiinlii well of)

wisli tiiat she had the l)e.st livin«r in Mni^rhuid to «^^ive

you.* It was not I ; l)iit I do wisli it witli all my
heart, it' .Mr Ciay does not lian^ out false li^lits for

his friend.

:mr cay gov.s on here.

I had forgot to tell you, tiial I very lately rceeived

a letter from Twiekenhani, in whieh was this para-

^napii :

—
'* Motte and anotiier idle fellow, 1 Ijnd,

have been writin«^ to the Dean, to get hiiu to <rive

them some copyright, whieh surely he will not be so

indisereet as to do, when he knows my desi^^n, and
has done these two months and more. Surely I

should be a properer person to trust the distribution

of his works with, than a common bookseller. Here
%vill be nothing but the ludicrous and little tinners;

none of the political, or any things of consecpience,

which are w holly at his own disposal, iiut, at any
rate, it would be silly in him to give a copyright to

any, which can only put the manner of nublisliin"-

them hereafter out of his own and his I'riends' ])ower,

into that of mercenaries."t

* Lady Sulioik, (•!•, |K.'r}i;ij)s, Queen Caroline^ uliile IViiiccsa of

Wales.

t Tlie folIowiiiLj letter from I*o|)e to Mr Motti', of wliicli the ori-

ffiiial is ill Mr Nieliols's |M»^M.^sijiou, bceiiis to refer to the same trans-

action.

Aug. IG, 1732.

Sir,

Had I had y^. leiust thouijlit you M'u have now (lesire<l what you

liofore so deliberately refused, I w** certainly have jireferr'd y(ui to

any other bookseller. All I c** now do was to speak to Mr Gilliver,



41 KriSTDl.AKV ( OK Ur.SVON n£NCE.

T rr;il!v tMnk this is ;i very us( lul pncaiition, con-

.Milcrinii how vdu liavi* hrcn trcatid hv tluse sort ol*

i'vWows.

The ihikc is lUst aslrcp, or hi* would add a line.

I IJO.M SIR W ILLIAM FOWNKS.

Island Brid^ro, Sept. <), 17'i2.

1)1.AR Sir,

It has hern the ohscrvation of travellers, (as I have

been fretjiiently told,) that in all the eonntries they

iiavc seen, they never met w itii lewer public chari-

table foundations than in this kinixdonu

Private charities, no doul)t, will have their re-

waril ; but ])ublic are irreat incitements : and <rood

examples often draw others on, though grudgingly ;

and so a good work be done, no matter who are the

workmen.

\\'hen I was lord mayor, I saw some miserable lu-

natics exposed, to the hazard of others, as well as

themselves. 1 had six strou'^ cells made at the work-

an ymi rejucstcd, t»» fpvc ynti tlic sliair you w** have in y*^ j»ro|Mrty,

and to m»t a.«»idc mv oMi^ition and r/»veii.'int with him ^» far, to fn*a-

tify the Dean an«I yotirwif. Vou rannot f»}»j«'(t, I think, with any

reason to the terms wliieh he pays, an<l w hich at the first word he

a^ccd to.

I am, Sir,

Your friend and bervant,

A. Topji.
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lioiisc for tlu' most oiitniLTOoiis, w liicli wore sck^ii fill-

ed : anil hv ili'<^recs, in :i short lime, those few drew

upon us tlie solicitations of many, till by the time

the old eorj)orati(^n ceased, we had, in that house,

tortv and upward, 'i'he door l)ein^ opened, interest

soon made way to let in the foolisli, and sueh like, as

mad folks. These ^^rcw a needless diaff^e upon us,

and had that course tjone on, bv this time the iiouse

had bt tn tilled with sueh. The new ciM-j)oration «,'ot

rid of most of these bv death, or the care of friends,

and came t(^ a resolution not to admit any such for

tlie future; and the first denial was to a re(|uest of

the Karl of Kildare, whiiJi ])Ut a full stop to farthei-

«])plications, ^V^ 1 take it, there are at this time a

mimbcr of objects wliieh require assistance ; and pro-

bably many may be restored, if proper care could be

taken of them. There is no ])\d)lic place for tiieir re-

ception, nor private undertakers, as about J.c^ndon.

Friends and relations here would pav the char^^e ol"

their support and attendance, if there were a place

for securing such lunatics.

I own to you, I was for some time averse to our

having a ])ublic bedlam, apprehending we should Ik?

overloaded with mnnbers under the name of mad.

Nay, I was ap})rehensive our case would soon be like

that in England ; wives and husbands trying who
could first get the other to bedlam. Many, who were

next heirs to estates, would try their skill to render

the possessor disordered, and get them confined, and

soon run them into real madness. Such like conse-

quences I dreaded, ami therefore have been silent on

the subject till of late. Now I am convinced that

regard should be had to those under such dismal cir-
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ciimstnnccs ; and 1 h:i\c hoard ihc prinuito and others

express their cc^nirrn for thcni ; and no donbt but

very sutlicirnt sul)sc'ri])tions niav be had to sot this

neeiiful work on foot. I should think it would be

a pleasure to any one, that has any intention in this

wav. to see sonu tiling done in their life time, rather

than leave it to the conduet of ]K)sterity. I woidd not

consent to the ]irooeodin<^ on such a work in the

mainior T have seen our ])oor-house, and l)r Stcvoirs

hos])ital, viz. to liavc so cxjionsivo a foundation laid,

that the ex])ense of the l)uildini^ should retpiire suoh

a sum, and so long a time to finish, as will take up

lialf an age.

]Mv scheme for such an undertaking shoidd l>c

much to this effect :

—

First, T would have a spot of ground fixed on, that

should be in a good open air, free from the ncigh-

])ourhmxl of houses; for the cries and exclamations

of the outrageous would reach a great way, and ought

not to disturb neighbours : which was what you did

not think of, when you mentioned a spot in a close

place, almost in the heart of the city. There are

many places, in the outskirts of the city, I can name,

very ])roper.

Next to the fixing of a projU'r s])ot, I would, when

that is secured, (which should bo a good space,) have

it well enclosed with a high wall, the cost of all

which must be known. Then I woidd have the cells

at the Royal Hospital Infirmary, lately made for mad
people, be examined how convenient, and how in all

points they are adapted to the purpose, with the cost

of these cells, which I take to be six or eight. Then

T would proceed to the very neediul house for the
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master and the pro])er servants. Then another l)uil(l-

ill^^ to wliicli there should hr a j)iazza for a stone

galkry, for walkin^^ dry ; and out ot" that several

lod^in<^ eells lor such as are not outrageous, l)uL nie-

lancliolv, cve. This may ])e ofsueh a size that it mav
be cnlari^ed in length, or by a return ; and overhead

the same sort of a txalierv, ^^ith littlr rooms or cells,

opening the doors into the gallery ; for, by inter^als,

the objects affected may be ])ermitte(l to walk at

times in the galleries. 'J'his is accordin<^ to the cus-

tt)ni of Ijondon. Annexed to the master's house

must be tlie kitclun and olbees.

This proceeding may be so contrived, as to be en-

]ar</ed from time to time, as there shall be a fund and

occasion to retpiire additions. There is no ncx'essitv

for anv plans or architects ; but any ordinary capa-

cities may contrive those enlargements. ]*erhaj)s there

may ap])ear some well-disposed persons who will say,

they will make this enlargement, and so others, and,

by such helps, they may be sufficiently done to an-

swer all purposes.

It comes just now into my head, that there is a

very proper spot,* which I think the chapter of St

Patrick let to one Lee, a bricklayer or builder. It

lies back of Auiiiiier Street east, comes out of York
if

Street, down a ])lacc called the Dunghill, runs down
to the end of King Street, facing A\'illiam Street ; at

* Tho trround lierc incntioncd l»y Sir William I'ou nos, tl«»os not

belong to tho de.ui and chapter of St I'atrifk, but to the corjK^raticMi

of viiars clioral in that cathedral.—F.
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the north riul of wh'uh some ahns-houses are built by

Dow liuix iti^ii others. Also there stands, to the front

of the street, a lari/e stone builiiinL!, called an alms-

house, made by Mrs Mereer ; though, hy the by, 1

hear she is weary of her projeet, and does little in

supjilyiuij: that house, or endowing it. IVrhaps the

iiround mav be easily come at from Lee's heirs ; and,

by your apj)lieation, I know not but Mrs Mercer

may give her house up to ])romote so good a work.

This will ixo a <xood wav, and beinf; followed by sub-

.seriptions. a great and speedy progress may be made,

in which I will readily join my interest and labour.

If that spot fail, we will pitch upon another. What-
soever may be your future intentions, do not deny

me the consideration of the good your appearance

and help may now do. 1 would not make a step in

this affair, if it shall not be agreed, that all matters

which recjuire the consent by votes, shall be determi-

ned bv the method of a ballotin<{-b()X, that no ^rreat

folks, or their speeches, should carry what they please,

by their method of scoring upon ])apcr, and seeing

who Ujarks, \;c. too much ])ractiscd.

If there be nothing in this paper worth your atten-

tion, you know how to dispose of it. You have the

thoughts of your assured humble servant,

W. FOWNES.

THK riiorojjAL.

I. That an hosj)ital, called Tiedlam, be built in the

city of Dublin, ur liberties, for the reception of luna-

tics from any part of the kingdom.
14
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II. Ill order to ])romote so «^oo(l ii work, subscrip-

tions to be taken in Dublin, and in every eity and

town in the kin^^dom ; and that the chief magistrate

of each place be desired to reconiniend the subscrip-

ti()n-])aper sent to him for that })urposc.

III. That wlien public notice is given ni print,

that f^ound is secured for building the hosjiital of

Bedlam, the subscription be collected, and sent to

I)ul)rm, and paid into the hands of (Query, .Mr

Tliorn, steward to the l^lue-coat liospital, a very pro-

]x^v person ?)

IV. That upon notice given by Mr Thorn, that

he has received iJOO/., a meeting shall be held of all

subscribers who happen to be in Dublin, at a proper

time and place.

V. Such persons as subscribe 5/. or upwards, to

have a vote at such a meeting.

\l. That Mr Tljorn, giving security, be continued

to receive and pay out the money subscribed for one

year, and be allowed only sixpence per pound, for

receiving and paying.

\'II. That the money first laid out shall be for the

building of six or eight strong cells, lor outrageous

lunatics to he confined in, and after the form of those

made at the infirmary of the lloyal Hospital.

A III. That the college of physicians be desired to

contribute to this good work, by appointing two or

three of their body to be present at the first meeting,

and to give their opinion as to the conveniency of

the cells, what boilers are proper to be set up in a

kitchen, and what food is proper to be provided for

such lunatics.

VOL. XVIIl. D
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IX 'I'hat near tlir culls hv made a kitchen, small

at first, and in such a manner as ca])al)lo to he enlar-

*'eil- That over this kitchen he a middle room, and

over it a irarret, to lodi'e the cook-maid, and one

other maid.

\. That adjoininjj^ the kitehen may he made one

room, of 18 feet hy 18, which may serve for Mr
Thorn to atteTid in, and where the doctors, or any

snbscril)ers, may meet on occasion. And over this

room another, to serve for a store-room : and a gar-

ret to lodge a porter or two, that must attend the lu-

natics.

XI. That these buildings he made plain and strong,

with as little cost as can be.

XII. That the charge of these be computed sepa-

rate, and of the inside necessaries ; so that the work

may go on as fast as the subscription-fund can be got

in.

XIII. That the subscribers, at the first meeting,

do elect seven of their number, such as are knowing

in carrying on of the work, and willing to attend at

needful times. That any three or more, at any meet-

ing at the hospital, may give directions for proceed-

ing on the buildings agreed upon to be made at the

first meeting of the subscribers ; at which first meet-

ing a second meeting may be agreed upon, and so

from time to time.

The w alling-in of the j)icce of ground intended for

this use may go on as the fund will Ix'ar, without ob-

structing the first useful buildings. ^Vnd whereas

there are lunatics of several kinds, as the melancholy,

&c., and some that are unruly by fits, a building nuist
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be designed for this sort ; the iloors not lofty, but

iiuule suMicicMitly airy, twcMity tuet wide, whereof ten

for a gallery, and ten tor lodges ; each lodge eight or

ten feet broad.

As there is a fund » * *

Dkak Sir,

Herewith you iiave my thouiihts of the affair you

mentioned to me. 1 wish 1 eould preyail on you to

patronize it, and lay down your own scheme. 1 am
most confident it cannot fail going on briskly. You
hayc friends and interest enough to set it arroimr, al-

though there may be some grandees would rather

other hands had the conduct of it ; yet the work
speaks so much tor itself, they must be ashamed not

to contribute, much more to obstruct it.

In the j)aper called llic Prapo.saly I haye consider-

ed the privatest and least expensive way of going to

\vork, avoided public forms, and grandees interpo-

sinir. Tom Thorn by chance I thoui^ht u|)on for that

reason, and for preventing jobs, cVc. Do what you

please with my papers. I am just ditto.

TO y\\\ ALDERMAN BAinn:](.

Dublin, SepU'iiiU^r 11,1 7.3'2.

My Lord Elect,
I ANTICIPATE your title, because perliaps it ma\

be your due before your chaplain^ Mr Pilkington
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can attend you. And, boidcs, 1 have a luind to be

the first ]ierson who irivrs it to yoii. And, first, 1

heartilv aeknowUnige your goodness in tavourinijj ii

younix gentleman \\ ho has well answered ail the re-

commendations that have been given me of him, and

I have some years watehed all op])ortnnitics to do

him a ^ood oiliee, but none of the lew things in my
own gift that would be proj)er for him have fallen in

my way since 1 knew liim ; and power with others,

vou know, or may believe, I have none. I value Mr
I'ilkinirton as nuieh for his modesty, as his learning

and sense, or any good (juality he has. And it would

be hard, after your sending us over so many worth-

less bishops, all bedanglcd with their pert illiterate

relations and flatterers, if you would not suffer us to

lend vou, at least for one year, one sample of modes-

ty, virtue, and good sense ; and I am glad it falls to

your lordship to give the first precedent. I will write

to Dr Tra[)p in Mr Pilkington's favour, but whether

I have any credit with him I cannot tell, although,

perhaps, you will think, I may pretend to some. It

is by my advice that Mr Pilkington goes over some-

what sooner; for I would have him know a little of

your end of the town, and what he is to do; but he

will not give you any trouble or care till you please

to command him, which I suppose will not be till

you are settled in your office.

Nothing but this cruel accident of a lameness could

have hindered me from attending your ceremonial as

a spectator, and I should have forwarded, to the ut-

most, Mr I*ope*s scheme, for I never approved the

omission of those shows. And I think I saw, in my
youth, a lord mayor's show with all that pomp, when
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Sir Thomas nikin^toii,* of your chaplaiifs name and

family, made his procession.

I have advised your chaplain to send you this let-

ter, and not present it, that you may be in no pain

about him, for he shall wait on you the next morn-

inrr, when he lias taken a lo{l«ring for himself", till you

come into your mayoralty.

I cannot conclude without repeating my acknow-

ledirments for your kind remend)rance of me. We
were both followers of the same court and the siime

cause, and exiles, after a sort, you a voluntary one,f

and I a necessary ; but you have out-thrown me
many a hundred bars lengths. I heartily wish the

contimiance of your good success, and am, with great

truth.

Your most constant friend,

and most obedient humble servant,

Jon. Swift.

• Sir Thomas Pilkiiigton wiis lord mayor in tlireo successive years ;

from l()8y to lf)l)l. There is a broadside, containing an account of

the festivities upon the occasion, drawn up hy no less a j>erson than

Elk.inah S<'ttle, once the rival of Dryden. Pilkinfrton's triumph was

the more complete, as he had In^en a sufferer for his adherence to the

Whi^r interest, in the rci^nis of Charles II. and his successor.

+ HarlxT, as apj>ears from his corres])ondence in Vol. XVI., was

a violent adherent of Lord Rolin^^diroke, and deemed it safe to retire

abroad upon the accession of the Hanover line, on the same pounds,

probably, which influence<l his prin{ij)al.
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FROM LADY HETTY GERMAIN.

London, Nov. 7, 17.S2.

I SHOULD have answered yours sooner, but that I

every day expected another from you, with your or-

ders to speak to the duke ; whicli I should with great

pleasure have obeyed, as it was to serve a friend of

yours. Mrs Floyd is now, thank God, in as good

health as I have seen her these many years, though

she has still her winter cough hanging upon her; but

that, I fear, I must never expect she should be quite

free from at this time of day. All my trouble with

her now is, to make her drink wine enough accord-

incr to the doctor's order, which is not above three or

four glasses, such as are commonly filled at sober

houses ; and that she makes so great a rout with, and

makes so many faces, that there is nobody that did

not know her perfectly well, but would extremely

suspect she drank drams in private.

I am sorry to find our tastes so different in the

same person ; and as everybody has a natural par-

tiality to their own opinion, so it is surprising to me
to find Lady Suffolk dwindled in yours, who rises

infinitely in mine, the more and the longer I know
her. Hut you say, ** you will say no more of courts,

for fear of growing angry ;" and, indeed, I think you

are so already, since you level all without knowing

them, and seem to think, that no one who belongs

to a court can act right. I am sure this cannot be

really and truly your sense, because it is unjust; and
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if it is, I sliall su<:poct there is somethinLC of vour old

iiiaxiin in it, (whieli I ever admired and found true,)

that you must have ollended theni, heeause you do

not for<jive. 1 have l)een about a fortni«rht ironi

Knowle, and shall next Thursday ^o there a^ain for

ahout three weeks, where I shall he ready and will-

int; to receive your commands, w ho am most faith-

fully and sincerely yours.

FROM MM GAY.

Nov. 1(\ 1732.

Dear Sir,

I a:m at last come to London before the family, to

follow mv own inventions. In a week or fortni<iht

I expect the family will tbllow me. You may now
draw upon me for your money, as soon as you please.

I have some of my own too that lies dead ; and I

protest I do not know which way at present to dis-

pose of it, everything is so precarious. I paid Mrs
I^auncelot 12/., and pay myself the five guineas you

had of me, and have deducted your loss by paying off'

one of the South Sea bonds ; and I find I have re-

maining of yours 211/. 15,v. 6fl. And I believe,

over and above that sum, there will be more owing

to you upon account of interest on the bonds, about

four or five pounds. Mr Hoare has done this for me,

but I have not had time to call upon him yet, so

that I cannot be more particular. As the money now
lies in Mr Hoare's hands, you see it is ready on dc-
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mnnd. I holicve you had best cr\vc notice when

vou (haw on n\c for it, that 1 niav not ho out of the

way. 1 have not as yet seen Mr l\^|)e, ])ut desifrn

in a day or two to go to him, thougli I am in liopes

of setMni:: him here to-day or to-morrow. If my pre-

sent pn^ject succeeds, you may expect a better ac-

coimt of my own fortune a little whilc^ after the ho-

lidays ; but I promise myself nothing;, fori am deter-

mined, that neither anybody else, or myself shall dis-

appoint me. I wish the arguments made use of to

draw vou here, were every way of more conse({uencc.

I would not have you change one comfort of life for

another. I wish you to keep every one of those you

have already, with as many additional ones as you

like. When I sit down to consider on the choice of

any subject, to amuse myself by writing, I find 1

have a natural propensity to write against vice, so

that 1 do not expect much encouragement ; though

I really think, in justice, I ought to be paid for stif-

ling my own inclination ; but the great are ungrate-

ful. Mr Pultcney's young son has had the small-pox,

and is perfectly recovered. He is not in town, but is

expected in about a week from the IJath. I must

answer the letter you writ to the duchess and me,

when her grace comes to town ; for I know she in-

tended to have a part in it. Why cannot you come

among us in the beginning of the new year ? The
company will be then all in town, and the spnng ad-

vancing upon us every day. What I mean by the

company is, those who call themselves your friends,

and I believe are so. It is certain the parliament will

not meet till the middle of January. T have not been

idle while I was in the country ; and F know your
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wishes in i^onoral. ami in jiarticiilar, that industry

inav always find its account. Hclicve me, as I am.

unchangeable in the regard, love, and esteem I have

for von.

FUOM MK POPE.*

Dec 5, 17^2.

It is not a time to complain that you liave not an-

swered me two letters, (in the last of which I was im-

patient under some fears.) It is not now indeed a

time to think of myself, when one of the nearest and

longest ties I have ever had, is broken all on a sud-

den by the unexpected death of poor Mr Gay. An
inrtannnatory lever hurried him out of this life in

three days. He died last night at nine o'clock, not

deprived of his senses entirely at last, and possessing

them perfectly till within five hours. He asked of

you a few hours before, when in acute torment by

the intianunation in his bowels and breast. His ef-

fects are in the Duke of Queensberry's custody. His

sisters, we sup])ose, will be his heirs, who are two
widows ; as yet it is not known whether or no he left

a will—(iood God ! how often are we to die before

we go quite off this stage ? in every friend we lose a

part of ourselves, and the best part, (xod keep those

• t( On my dear friend Mr Ciay's death: Received DecemU'r ]'>,
,

Imt not read till the 20th, by an impulse forelxxlin^' some misfor-

tune." This note is indorsed on the original letter in Dr Swift's

hand.

—

Popk.
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wc have left ! few are wortli praying lor, aiul one's

self the least ol all.

I shall never see vou now, 1 helieve ; one of vour

principal ealls to iMigland is at an end. Inilecd he was

the most amiable by far, liis cjualities were the gen-

tlest, but 1 love vou as well and as firnilv. AVould

to God the man we have lost had not been so ami-

able, nor so good ; but that's a wish for our own
sakes, not for his. Sure if innocence and integrity

can deserve hap})iness, it must be his. Adieu. I can

add nothing to what you will feel, and diminish no-

thing from it. Yet >\Tite to me, and soon. Believe

no man now living loves you better, I believe no

man ever did, than

A. Pope.

Dr Arbuthnot, whose humanity you know, hear-

tily commends himself to you. All possible diligence

and affection has been shewn, and continued attend-

ance on this melancholy occasion. Once more adieu,

and write to one who is truly disconsolate.

p. S. BY I)R ARBUTHNOT.
Dear Sir,

I AM sorry that the renewal of our corres])ondence

should be upon such a melancholy occasion. Poor

Mr Gay died of an inflammation, and, I believe, at

last a mortification of the bowels ; it was the most

precipitate case I ever knew, having cut him off in

three days. He was attended by two physicians be-

sides myself I believed the distemper mortal from

the begiiming. 1 have not had the pleasure of a line

from you these two years ; I wrote one about your
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liealtli, to wliich 1 had no answer. T wish voii all

health ami iiappiness, being witli great alleetion and

respect, Sir, your, c^c.

TO THE UUaiT HON. THE LOUD MAYOR
OF LONDON

*

Dili)! in, Dec. 14, 1732.

My Loud,
Ai'TKR obtaining one favour from your lordship,

I am under the necessity of requesting another

;

Avhich, however, I hope will not give you much
trouble. I know that it depends upon chance what

employments you may have in your disposal during

your mayoralty ; but some I presume you will have.

It is therefore my request, and will be so likewise of

some others among your friends, that if any employ-

ment should fall vacant, during your government,

which Mr Barber would be allowed capable of exe-

cuting well, your lordship would please that he may
have the refusal, with as much favour as will consist

with your own generous disposition, adding the friend-

ship you are pleased to profess to me, which I throw

heartily into the balance. He is of English birth ; a

very upright honest man, and his wife has abun-

dance of merit in all respects ; they design to settle

• John BarW, Esq.
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anionc: you, havinir turned what fortune they had

hero into money.

And now, my lord, I heartily give you joy of go-

verning the noblest city in the world, where I know
vou are desirous, and able, to do so much <xood, and

to set a worthy pattern for the imitation of those who
shall come ai\er you. li niy health, and the bad si-

tuation of my ])rivate affairs, will ])ermit, I shall hope

to have the honour of being one among your guests

next sunnner. Mr l^ilkington is, in his letters, per-

petually full ofyour great favoursto him, and says you

will be his voucher that he still continues his modest

behaviour, which I always pressed upon him as the

best quality in a young man, although I never ob-

served the least want of it in him.

I hope you will take care of your health, which in

our city of Dublin is a difficult task for a lord-mayor

to perform ; and if your lordship be under the neces-

sity of drinking as many healths in proportion on

public days as are done here, you will be in great

danger of ruining your own. 1 am, with entire

friendship and true respect, my lord,

Your lordship's most obedient and

most humble servant,

Jon. Swift.

FROM CHARLES FORD, Esq.

London, Dec 23, 1732.

Yesterday I received your letter of the 9th, and

am infinitely obliged to you for the constant concern
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you shew for me. I aui aslKiniLcl to trouble yo\i so

much, ami so often, in my own aflairs ; and your
(reat kindness makes me ahiiost asliauied to ask par-

don ibr it.
* *

• • • «

1 am very glad to hear the character you give of

I^ord Orrery. He was extremely a|)i)lauded for a

speech he made against the army bill. There is no
danger of rei)ealing the test. The court has taken the

usual method of gaining the fanatic leaders, nuich

against the grain of the body. It is said the Bishop

of Salisbury* is the chief encourager of them ; that

the queen spoke to him, and that he answered. He
can be besmeared, although they would not suller

him to go the dirty road to Durham. Tliat was the

excuse they made him upon the last vacancy of that

see. I am extremely proud that I^ady Acheson does

me the honour to remember her hund)le servant. I

heartily wish she could be persuaded to keep good
hours, having observed, by many ofmy acquaintance,

that nothing imj)airs health so much as sitting up
late. I otten hear from my sister : she writes in cjuite

another strain than she talked, with cheerfulness and
good-nature. I fancy Arsaliaf has cured the lady of

her spleen.

I heartily wish you many new years, with health

and happiness, and am, most entirely, &c.

I am told poor Gay's play is now in rehearsal, and

* Dr Benjamin Hoadly.

t The seat of Peter Ludlow, Esq. father to the first Earl of Lud-
low.—F.
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will ])leaso. It was that hroiiu^lit him to town a little

hoforo he ilicil ; though, without his lever, he could

not probably have lieKl out long anywhere.

TO MRS riLKixc/roN.

Dcanen-House, .Jan. 1, 1732-3.

Madam,
I SEND von your bit of a newspaper, with the

verses,* than which I never saw better in their kind.

I have the siune opinion of those you were pleased to

• Mr^ Pilkington, when she was alwut sixteen, liaving l>een teazed

by her hrotlier to write some verses as a school exercise for liini, ask-

ed him what she should write upon :
" Why," said he pertly, " wliat

should vou write u|K»n hut j)a]>er ?'' So taking it f(»r her subject, she

wrote the following lines ; which, four years after, M'ere j)riiited in

one of the Loudon newspapers. See Pilkiugton's Memoirs, vol. I.

p. 88.

•* O spotless paper, fair and white !

On whom, by force constrain'd, I write,

How cruel am I to destroy

'Diy purity to please a lx)y ?

Ungrateful I, thus to abuse

The fairest servant of the muse.
^

Dear friend, to whom I oft impart

llie choicest secrets of my heart

;

Ah, what atonement can be made
For spotless innocence betray'd !

How fair, how lovely didst thou show,

Like lilied bank", or falling snow !

But now, alas ! become my prey,

No floods can wa-^h thy stains away ;

Vet this small comfort I can give,

ITiat which destroy'd, !?hall make thee live."—D. S.
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write upon mo,* as liavc also some partieiilir tViends

of Lfeniiis ami taste, to whom I ventured to eommu-
iiicatc them, who imiversally agree with me. lUit as

I cannot with doocncy shew them, except to a very

few, I hope, for both our sakes, otliers will do it for

me. I can only assure you, I value your ])resent, as

much as either of the others, only you must permit

it to be turned into a pen ; which office I will per-

form with my own hand, and never permit any other

to use it. I lieartily wish you many hap})y new years;

and am, with true esteem. Madam,
Your most obliged friend and servant,

Jon. Swift.

FKO.M MK KonKlir AKHUTIlXOT.f

Hoiu'ii, Jan. 2, 1732-:^.

Dkau Sir,

I HAVE Mattered mvselt' these many vears, that va-

|)ours or company would have brought you over seas

• Mr> I'ilkiiif^tori havin<; heard that I)r Swift had rcccive<l a j)a-

|>cr IxMjk, richly Ixmiid and gilt, from the Earl of Orrery, aud a sil-

ver standish from Dr Delaiiv, sent him an eagle-quill with the ver-

ses upon his l>irth-day. See her verses, vol. XIV'. p. 30').

t The brotlier of Dr Arbuthnot, and, in the opinion of Pope, even

a more extraordinary |>crson. He is described as so warm a philan-

thropist, and possessed of such p<jwers of pcrsua.sion, that he could

even make an enemy serve a friend- See a letter from Vopa to Lord

Digby, dated 1st Septeml)er, 1722. He married a widow lady of for-

tune in Suffolk.
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to Spii, or to i>on)c i»uch place, ami that you wouKl

have taken l^iris in your way ; and so 1 should have

had the pleasure of seein«^ you in some ])laee of my
own. I wonder nuieh that a ])erson of so nnieh good

humour can let yoursell' «.;row old, or die, without sce-

in<r some other country than vour own. I am not

quite so wicked as to wish you any real illness to bring

you to us, though I slunild not l>e sorry that you

thought you had need of change of air. 1 wish you a

hap])y new year, and many more ; and (whatever in-

terest 1 have against it) good health and prosperity,

and everything that 1 can wish to one that I nuich

honour and esteem.

I recommend to your friendshij) and acquaintance

the bearer, Mr I)e la Mar. His brother, now dead,

has been with you in Ireland ; and this gentleman

deserves from me all the kindness uiv friends can

shew him. Adieu, dear sir, it I can serve you in any-

thing, conunand me always, for I am, with great es-

teem,

Your most humble and most obedient servant,

Ron. AlllJUTHNOT.

TO J.ADV J5ETTY GERMAIN.

J.iniiary 8, 1 732-3.

Madam,
Aj.thoi:(;h I have but just received the honour

ofyour ladyship's letter, yet, as things stand, I am de-

termined, against my usual practice, to give you no

6
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respite, but to answer it iniinediately ; because you

have provoked me with your Lady Suffolk. It is six

years last si)rinLr since I first went to visit niv friends

ill England, after the (pieeiTs death. I Ic r present ma-

jesty heard of my arrival, and sent at least nine times

to connnand mv attendance before I would obey her,

for several reasons not hard to i^uess ; and, amon^^r

others, because 1 had heard her character from those

who knew her well. iVt last I went, and she received

me very <craciouslv. 1 told her the first time, ** That

I was infe)rmed she loved to see old persons ; and

that, having sent for a wikl boy from Ciermany, she

had a curiosity to sec a wild dean from Ireland." I

was not much struck with the honour of beini; sent

for, because I knew the same distinction had been of-

fered to others, with whom it would not give me
much ])ndc to be compared. I never went once but

upon command; and Mrs Howard, now Lady Suf-

folk, was usually the ])erson who sent for me, both at

Leicester-houseandKichmond. Mr Pope (with whom
I lived) and Mr Ciay were then great favourites of

Mrs Howard, especiallv the latter, who was then one

of her led-captains. He had wrote a very ingenious

book of fables, for the use of her younger son, and

she often promised to provide for him. But some

time before, there came out a libel against Mr Wdl-

pole, who was informed it was written by Mr Gay

;

and although Mr AValpolc owned he was convinced

that it was not written by Gay, yet he never would

pardon him, but did him a hundred ill oflices to the

princess. AValpole was at that time very civil to me,

and so were all the people in power. He invited me
and some of my friends to dine with him at Chelsea,

vol.. XVIll. E
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At\er tliinuT. 1 tix>k an (X'casion to say, what 1 had

observed of priiuvs aiul rrrcat niniisters, " That if

\hc\ hoard an ill thing o( a private person, wlio ex-

piH:ted some favour, althoii<^h they were afterward

convinced that tlie person was iinioeent, yet they

would never be reconeihxl." Mr \\"al]iolc knew well

einMiijh that T meant Mr (tav. I al'terward said the

same thinij^ to the prinecss, with the same intention ;

and she confessed it a great injustice. Ikit Mr AN'al-

pole G^ve it another turn ; for, he said to some of his

friends, and particularly to a lord, a near relation of

yours, " That I had dined with him, and had been

making apologies for myself;" it seems for my con-

duct in her late majesty's reign, in which no man was

more innocent ; and ])articularly more oflicious to do

good ofTices to many ol that party which was then out

of power, as it is well known. Mrs Howard was then

in great favour, and openly protected Mr (iay ; at

least, she saw him otteii, and professed herself his

friend ; but Mr AX'alpole could hardly be persuachul

to let him hold a poor little office for a second year,

of commissioner to a lottery. When T took my leave

of her highness, on coming hither, sIk* was very gra-

cious ; told me " The medals she had ])romised me
were not ready, but she would send them to me.''

However, by her commands, 1 sent her some ])laids

for herself and the j)rincesses, and was too gallant to

hear of any oflcrs of payment. Next spring, 1 came

again to England ; was received the same way ; and

as I had many hints given me that the court at T^ei-

cester-fields would endeavour to settle me in Eng-
land, (which I did not much regard,) the late king

died. I went, bv ^frs Howard's orders, to kiss their
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new majesties' hands, and was particularly distin-

gnislicd by the queen. In a few weeks the queen said

to Mrs Howard (allii(lin«^r to oneof"(iay's fables) " that

she would take up the Hare ;" and bade her to put

her in mind, in settling the family, to find .some em-

ployment for Mr Gay ; Init, in the event, it proved

only an oiler to be a <xentU'nian-usher to a <j;irl of two

years old, which all his friends (and I amoni^ the rest)

advised him not to accept : and accordingly he excu-

sed himself with tlie utmost respect. This T, and

eyerylx)dy else, were sure nuist have been a manaire-

ment of Mr W^dpole. As to myself, in a few weeks

after the king's death, I found myself not well: and

was resolved to take a ste]) to Paris for my health,

having an opportunity of doing It with scMue advan-

tajxes antl reconmiendations. ]iut mv friends advised

me first to consult Mrs Howard ; because, as they

knew less of courts than I, they were strongly j)os-

sessed that the promise made me niigiit succeed, since

a change was all 1 desired. I writ to her for her opi-

nion : and particularly conjured her, " since I had

long done with courts, not to use me like a courtier,

but give me her sincere advice ;" which she did, both

in a letter, and to some friends. It was, " by all

means not to go : it would look singular, and per-

haps disaflected ;" and to niv friends enlarged upon

the good intentions of the court toward me. I staid
;

my health grew worse; I left Mr l*opc's house;

went to a private lodging near Hammersmith ; and,

contimiing ill, 1 writ to .Mrs Howard, with my duty

to the queen, took coach for Chester, recovered in my
journey, and came over hither ; where, although I

have ever since lived in obscurity, yet I have the mis-
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fortune, witliout any ^romnls. except misinforma-

tion, to lie under lier niajesty's displeasure, as I have

been assured by more tlian two honourable persons

of lK)th sexes : and Mr Cay* is in the same condition.

For these reasons, as 1 did always, so 1 do still lliink

Mrs Howard, now my Lady Suffolk, to he an ahso-

hite courtier. I^ct her shew you the character 1 writ

of her, and wliereof no one else lias a eo])y ; and I

take Mr Tope and Mr (iay, who judi^e more fivour-

ably, to he a eou])le of simpletons, lu my answer to

the last letter which my Lady Sulfolk honoured me
with, I did, with threat civility, discharge her from

ever txiviuLT herself another trouble of that kind. 1

have a great esteem for her good sense and taste.

She would be an ornament to any court ; and I do

not in the least pity her for not being a female minis-

ter, which I never looked on as an advantageous cha-

racter to a great and wise lady ; of which 1 could ea-

sily produce instances. Mr Pope, besides his natural

and acquired talents, is a gentleman of very extraor-

dinary candour ; and is, conserpicntly, apt to be too

great a believer of assurances, promises, professions,

encouragements, and the like words of course. He
asks nothiii^^ : and thinks, like a })hilosoj)her, that he

wants nothiiyg. Mr (:iay is, in all regards, as honest

and sincere a man as ever I knew ; whereof neilhcr

princes nor ministers are either able to judge, or in-

clined to encourage: which, however, I do not take

for .so high a breach of politics as they usually sup-

* Tlic use of the prcM!nt tciiM! »hcws that this h'ttcr had Ix'cn

»nlt**n lieforc its actiud elate, of Sth .January, for the Dcuu liad in-

trlliifcnrr- of Ga^S ch'atli on 20th DrrcmJitr.
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pose: lor, liowc'viT iiisiiriiiticMiit wit, Icarnin*^, and

virtue may be ihoiii^ht in tlie world, it perhaps would

do jroveriHDcnt no hurt to iiave a little of them on its

^ide. If you have ^^ouc thus far in readini;, you are

not so wise as I liiou^ht you to he ; hul 1 will never

oft'end again with so nuieh lenrrth. I write onlv to

justify myself. I know you have been always a zea-

lous W'hi^, and so am I to this day : but nature has

not given you leave to be virulent. As to myself, I

am of the old \Vhig prineiples, without the modern

artieles and retinements.

Your ladvship savs not one svllable to inform me
whether you approve of what I sent you to be writ-

ten on the monument,* nor whether you woidd have

it in Latin or English. I am ever, with true respect

and high esteem, madam, your ladyship's, cVc.

Jox. Swift.

Tlie friend I named, who T was afraid would die, is

recovered : and his preferment is by turns in the

crown and the |)rimate ; but the next vacancy will

not I30 in the crown's disposal.

• In St Alulrow's rliurcli, Dublin, to tlic memory of her sister,

Lady Penel(»i)e Ik^rkeley.

—

V-
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FROM 1)11 ARHUTllXOT.

London, Jan. ]3, 1732-3.

My I)i:au Fkiknd,

1 HAD the pleasure of receivin<j: one from you by

Mr Pilkintxton. 1 thank yon for the opportunity it

gave me of l)eing accjuamted with a very agreeable,

iniicnious man. 1 value him verv much for his nni-

sic, which you give yourself an air of contemning

;

and T think I treated him in that way to a degree of

surprise.

1 have had but a melancholy, sorrowful life for

some time past, having lost my dear child, w hose life,

if it had so pleased (iod, I would have willingly re-

deemed with my own. I thank (lod for anew lesson

of submission to his w ill, and likewise for what he has

left me.

We have all had another loss of our w^orthy and

dear friend Mr Gay.* It was some alleviation of my
grief to see him so universally lamented by almost

ever}'body, even by those who knew him only by re-

putation. Tie was interred at Westminster-Abbey,

as if he had been a peer of the realm ; and the good

Duke of Queensberry, who lamented him as a bro-

ther, will set up a handsome monument upon him.

These are little affronts put upon vice and injustice,

and is all that remains in our power. I believe the

Beggar's Opera, and what he had to come upon the

• He died December 4, J 732.—if
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stcT'-r will iiKikc tliu Slim of tlu' diversions of the town

for >uine time to come. Ciirll (who is one of the new
terrors of death) has been writin;^ letters to every-

IhxIv for memoirs of his Hie. 1 was for sendiii<: him

some, particularly an account of his disgrace at court,

which, I am sure, mi<^!it have been made entertain-

ing : by wliieh I should have attained two ends at

once, ])ul)lished truth, and got a rascal whipjx'd for

it. I wa^ overruled in this. 1 wish you hail been

here, though T tliink vou are in a better coimtrv. 1

fancy to myself, that you have some virtue and ho-

nour lett, some small regaril for religion. Perhaps

Christianity may last with you at least twenty or

thirty years longer. Vou have no companies or stock-

jobbing, are yet free of excises
;
you are not insulted

in your poverty, and told with a sneer, that you are

a rich and a thriving nation. Every man that takes

neither place nor j)ension, is not deemed with you a

roL^iie and an enemv to liis coimtrv.

Your friends of my accpiaintance are in tolerable

<rood licalth. Mr I'ope lias his usual comphiints of

headach and indigestion, I think, more than formerly.

He reallv leads sometimes a verv irreirular life, that

is, lives with people of superior health and strength.

You will see some new things of his, equal to any of

his former productions. He has affixed to the new
edition of his I)imciad,a roval declaration atrainst the

hal)erdashers of j)oints and particles, assuming the

title of critics and restorers, wherein he declares, that

he has revised carefullv this his Dunciad, ])e<[inninf;

and endini^ so and so, consistinir of so maiiv lines, and

declares this edition to be the true reading: and it is

signed by John Barber, major dvitatis Londifu.
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T roinonii)cr you, witli vmir iVuMuls, who are my
Tiei^libours ; tliev all loiii^ to sec you. As for news,

there is nothiiiii lure talked of but the new scheme

of excise. You may remember, tliat a ministry in the

queen's time, possessed of her mnjcsty. tlie parlia-

ment, army, fleet, treasury, confederate, cVe. ])ut all

to the test, by an experiment of a silly project in the

trial of a poor parson.* The same game, in my mind,

i< plavini; over attain, from a wantonness of ])o\vcr.

Mirnhcris (jiiam pnucn sapimilid minidus rcij^ifiir.

I have considered the grievaneeof your winc^ ; the

friend that designed you good wine, was abused by

an a^i^ent that he entrusted this affair to. It was not

this fTcntlcman's brother, whose name is I)e la Mar,

to whom shew what friendship you can. My brother

i*^ getting money now, in China, less, and more ho-

nestlv, than his predecessors su|)ercargoes; butenough

to make you satisfaction, which, if he comes home

alive, he shall do.

My neighbour the proscman is wiser, and more

cowardly and des])airing than ever. He talks me into

a fit of vaj)()urs twice or thrice a-week. I dream at

night of a chain, and rowing in the galleys, liut, thank

Go<l, he has not taken from me the freedom I have

been accustomed to in my discourse, (even with the

greatest persons to whom I have access,) in defend-

ing the cause of liberty, virtue, and religion : for the

last, I have the satisfaction of suffering some share of

the ignominy that belonged to the first confessors.

This has been my lot, from a steady resolution I have

• Dr .Sadic-v»Tdl.— M.
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taken of ^ivin^ these ignorant liiiimdcnt fellows

battle u|K)n all oeeasions. My faniily send you their

best wishes, and a lia|)py new year ; and none can do

it more heartily than myself, who am, with the most

sineere respeet,

^^)nr most faitlifid hiunhle servant.

TO MJ\ vnvK.

DiiMin, Jan. 17.32-.^

I RFXEivEi) yours with a few lines from the Doc-

tor, and the account ofour losing Mr Gay, upon which

event I shall say nothini^. 1 am only concerned tliat

louLT livin;^ has not hardened me : for even in this

kint^dom, and in a few days past, two persons of great

merit, whom T loved ver\' well, have died in the prime

of their years, but a little above thirty. I would en-

deavour to comfort myself u])on the loss of friends as

I do upon the loss of money ; by turning to my ac-

count-book, and secini; whether T have enough left

for my support ; but in the former case I find I have

not any more than in the other : and know not any

man who is in a <^reatcr likelihood than mvself to

die poor and friendless. You are a much greater

loser than I bv his death, as bein<r a more intimate

friend, and often his companion ; which latter I could

never hope to be, except perhaps once more in my
life for a piece of a summer. I hope he has left you

the care of any writings he may have left, and I wish

that, with those already extant, they could be all pub-

lished in a fair edition, under your in^jicction. Your
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poc\u on the Use of Riches has been just ])rintcMl here,

and we have no objirtion but the obscuiitv oi' seve-

ral pa5sa«res by our ignorance in facts and persons,

^sllich makes us lose abundance of the siitire. Had
tlic printer given nie notice, T would have honestly

jirintcd the names at leni^rth, where I happened to

know them ; and writ explanatory notes, wIikIi, how-
ever, would have been but few, for my long absence

has made me ignorant of what ])asses out of the scene

where I am. I never had the least hint from vou
alxnit this work, any more than of your former, upon
Taste. \Vc are told here, that you are j)reparing

other pieces of the same bulk to be inscribed to other

friends, one (tor instance) to my Lord Holingbroke,

another to Lord Oxford, and so on. l)r Delany ])re-

sents you his most humble service ; he behaves him-

self very commendably, converses oidy with his for-

mer friends, makes no parade, but entertains them
constantly at an elegant, plentiful table, walks the

streets, as usual, by daylight, does many acts of cha-

rity and generosity, cultivates a country-house two
miles distant; and is one of those very few within

my knowledge, on whom a great access of fortune

hath made no manner of change. And particularly,

he is often without money, as he was before. Wc
have got my Lord Orrery among us, being forced to

continue here on the ill condition of his estate by the

knavery of an agent ; he is a most worthy gentleman,

whom I hope you will be acquainted with. I am
very much obliged by your favour to Mr V ,*

which I desire may continue no longer than he shall

• Mr VUkiu'^ivD.
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deserve by his motlcsty, a virtiu' I never knew him
to want, but is liard lor younu; nun to keep, without

abundance of ballast. If you are acquainted with tlie

J)uehcss of Queensberry, I desire you will present

her my most humble service ; I think she is a greater

loser by the death of a IViend than either of us. She

seems a lady of excellent sense and spirits. I had of.

ten |X)stseripts from her in our friend's letters to me,

and her part was sometimes lon<;er than his, and they

made up a great })art of the little happiness I could

have here. This was the more generous, because I

never saw her since she was a girl of five years old,

nor did I envv poor Mr (iav for anvthintr so much
as being a domestic IViend to such a lady. 1 desire

you will never fail to send me a particidar account of

your health. 1 dare hardly incjuire about Mrs Pope,

who 1 am told is but just among the living, and con-

sequently a continual grief to you ; she is sensible of

your tenderness, which robs her of the only happi-

ness she is capable of enjoying. And yet I pity you
more than her

;
you cannot lengthen her davs, and 1

beg she may not shorten yours.

Jon. Swift.

TO THE EAllL OF OUUEKV.

January, 1752-5.

Mv T.ORD,

It is some time since Mrs l^ill gave me, enclosed

and directed to mc, your lord.^liip's verses, in your
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own luiiul, with the alterations you wore pleased to

make, for whirl} 1 have lon^ deferreil my acknow-

UHlL^nients ; and il 1 were to follow tlu' course of my
own nature, the delay should he lon«:er ; because, al-

though I believe no man has a more grateful sense

of a real honour done him than myself, yet no man
is in more eontusion how to express it. Although

1 had not the least hand in publishing those verses,

(which would have ill become me,) yet I will not be

so affected as to conceal the pride I have in seeing

tJiem abroad, whatever enmity they may procure

against your lordship, lor publicly llivouring one so

obnoxious to present powers, and turning their ha-

tred into envy ; which last, as it is more tormenting

to the owners, will better gratify my revenge. And
of this advantage I shall make the proj)er use, leaving

your lordship to shift for yourself, without the least

J rain of pity for v»hat you may suffer.

In the meantime, I beg you to accept my most

humble thanks for the honour done me by so excel-

lent a performance, on so barren a subject ; by which
words I wisely anticipate the censure of all those who
love me not ; in spite of whom it will be said, in fu-

ture ages. That one of Lord Orrery's first essays in

poetry were these verses on Dr Swift. That your
lordship may go on to be the great example, restorer,

and j)atron, of virtue, learning, and wit, in a most cor-

rupt, stupid, and ignorant age and nation, shall be the

constant wish, hope, and prayer of, my I^ord,

Your most obedient, obliged, and

most humble servant,

Jon. Swn t.
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FROM MISS KEIJ.Y.

Janris Street, Six (»'('l(Mk, Friday Kvcuin^'.

Feb. L'. 173t>-3.

Sir,

I DANCED SO lorif; last ni^ht, tluit I have not i)ccn

al)l(.' till this niouKMit to tliank you tor thf goochu ^s

you shewed nie this morning. l]e assured the favours

you bestow on nic are received with the greatest plea-

sure, and I only am sorry it is not in my power to

convince vou that nobodv can set a Iiif^her value on

your friendsiiip than I do.

Indeed I liave an implicit faith in your medicine;

for if oidy despisin*^ the poets can hinder its provin<;

ellrctUiil, I must certainly receive from it all the be-

nefit 1 desire ; Ibr really I am (piite of the other side,

and am a sincere admirer of all the ^ood poets ; but

am more particularly attached to the best What I

.shall do to convince vou of the truth of this I cannot

determine ; but surely the care I shall always take to

ineiul upon your rtproofs, will, in time, let you know
that noboily can desire more sincerely to please you

than. Sir, your most obliged and most faithful, hum-
ble servant,

F. A. Kelly.

1 am half iisleep, so do not be angry at these blots.

Being out of cash at present, I send you my note,

which I hope will satisfy you.
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T acknowUxltre t(^ ho iiulebtod to tho reverend Doc-

tor Switt, Dean of St Patrick's, the sum of

0/. l.v. 1 ^f/. for value received, this '2d day of Fe-

bruary 1732-3.

FuANCEs Arabella Kelly.*

FROM THE IA)K1) MAYOR OF LONDON.

London, Fel). G, 1 732-3,

Queen Anne's Rirtli-day

:

Tlic licIU all ringing.

Believe me, sir, and it is with great truth I

speak it, that there is not a person in the world I

would sooner oblige than yourself; and T should be

glad to have it in my ])owcr to serve Mrs Rarber in

the way you mention ; but it is odds it may not be

in my power, for many things may fall, that her

spouse is not fit for ; as, all places relating to the law,

he can have no pretensions to. Then^ are a dozen per-

sons in my house, called Iwd mayor's offkertty who
wear black gowns, and give from eight to nine hun-

dred pounds for their places, which at first they make
about sixty pounds ])cr annuiii of, and rise in time to

three or four hundred pounds ; but they are general-

ly young men. These places, T suppose, should any

one fill, would not be thought good enough. 'I'iiere

• TTii* promisftory note in pinned to the letter. It certainly is an

answer to some whim or other of the Doctor's.—I). S.
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arr niaJiy other places in my ;^ifi. \Vc liave had may-
ors ^oiie through the ollice who have not ^^ot one

hiuulreil ])ountls, and others liavc got ten thousand

]X)unds : it is all chanee. I have gone through tlio

fourth part ot* my year, and have got only ahout two

hundred <:uineas, hv the deaths of one of the citv nni-

sic, and a porter to Ciuildhall.

Hut suppose a place should fall worth filleen hun-

dred or two thousand pounds, that he may he fit for,

one-third of the ])urehase goes to the city, and must

be paid before his admission ; the other two-thirds

are mine : hut I carmot ]iut a less ]irice than was

paid lu'tore, l)ecause the last price is entered in the

city hooks.

1 know you love particulars, and thus you iiave

the case as it stands.

You will give me leave to add a word or two,

which 1 do in confidence. That I have been, for

many years, plagued with a set of ungrateful jnon-

sters, called cnusinsy that T tremble at the name ; and

though I give yearly pensions to some, and monthlv

and weeklv to others, all would not do, and I am
insulted and abused by them, and cannot help my-
self

Now, as Mrs l>arbcr and her familv design to set-

tie here, and she has done me the honour in most

})laces to call me coiis'ni, I hope it will not be expect-

ed I should have the care of them. I have very ill

health ; and any additional care that way would hurt

me very nmch ; but for doing her and her family

any good oflices, I shall never he wanting.

I must now beg leave to return you my thanks

for your affectionate and kind wishes. The honour,
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I own, is very i^roat. T am in ]iosscssion of, :iiul 1 airi

bcnsiblo 1 am j)hKV(l al()i\. and that all my w^rds and

actions are scanned ; but 1 will not be disa)ura<j;cd,

and h(^])c I shall i;ot tlinnigh with honour. One mo-

tive ior makiiii^ me think so, is the i^nvit ])leasurc

and satisfaction 1 have in the hopes of seeing you

here, where your advice and example^ will be of great

use ; and tlierefore I ho])e you will lose no time, but

eonie away, and I ^\ ill tit u]) an apartment for you

in Queen Square, and another at Sheen, (wliich I

hope you will accept,) places that I shall hardly be

able to see this year.

Mr Pilkington gains daily u[>on us, and comes

out a facetious, agreeable fellow. 1 carried him the

other day to see her grace of l^ucks in the Park.

Her grace seeing him, asked. Who he was ? I an-

swered, '* He was a present from you from J)ul)lin."

She smilingly replied, ** He is no fool then, 1 am
sure."

I shall conclude a long dull letter, with my sin-

cere wishes for your health and pr()s])crity, and that

you would not delay one hour coming to ])less your

friends here with your company ; which by none is

more desired than. Sir,

Your most obedient,

and most humble servant,

J. Hajujek.

1^
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FROM I.ADV HKTTYCKRMAIN.

FtbriKiry '28, 17.'^'2-3.

I RECKIVLU } uiuh ul tlic Sill of .liiiiuaiy but last

week, so find it !i:\s lain loii^ on the road after the

(late. It was hroii^dit nie while at dinner, that very

l.idv sittintr elose to me, whom vou seem to think

sueh an absolute eourtier.* She knew your hand,

and in(|nired nuieh after you, as she always docs;

but I, lindin^ her name frecjuently mentioned, not

with that kinilness I am sure she deserves, put it

into my pocket ^vith silence and surprise. Indeed,

Nvere it in peoi)le's power, that live in a court with

the appearance of favour, to do all they desire with

their friends, they might deserve their anger, and he

blamed, when it docs not happen right to their minds

;

but that, I believe, never was the ease of any one :

and in this particular of Mr (iay, thus far 1 know,

and so far 1 will answer for, that she was under very

great concern, that nothing liettcr could be got for

him : and the friendship uj)on all other occasions in

her own power, that she shewed liim, did not look

like a double-dealer.

As to that part concerning yourself and her, 1

su])j)ose it is my want of comj)rehension, that 1 can-

not tind out why she was to blame to give you ad-

* The Countcs^ of Suffolk.— II

VOL. XVllI. F
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vice, when von asktnl it, that IkuI all tiu' appearance

ofsiiu'cTitv. L:*H)il-natun\ aiul rii^lit pidmiuMit. And
if. after that, tlio court did not do what von wanted,

aiul blic l>oth bclievcil and wished lluy would, was

it her fault? At least, 1 eannot fnid out that you

liave hitherto proved it n])on her. ^\nd thou^li you

say, vou lamented the hour you iiad seen her, yet I

cannot tell how to sup|)ose that your <;ood sense and

justice can impute anythiuf^ to her, because it did

not fall out just as she endeavoured, and hoped it

woultl.

As to your creed in polities, 1 will heartily and

sincerely subscribe to it, (that T detest avarice in

courts, corruj)tion in ministers, schisms in relit^ion,

illiterate fawning betravers of the church in mitres.)

Hut, at the same time, I prodi<;iously want an infal-

lible judf]:e to determine when it is really so : for as

I have lived loncrcr in the world, and seen many
changes, I know those out of j)ower and place al-

ways see the faults of those in, with dreadful large

spectacles ; and, 1 dare say, you know many instances

of it in Ivord Oxford's time. Ihit the strongest in

my memory is Sir llobert \Valpole, being first ])ulU

ed to pieces in the year 1720, because the South Sea

did not rise high enough, and since that, he has been

to the full as well bauixcd about, because it did rise

too high. So experience has taught me how wrong,

unjust, and sen.seless, party factions are ; therefore, I

am determined never wholly to believe any side or

party against the other ; and to shew that I will not,

as my friends arc in and out of all sides, so my house

receives them altogether ; and those people meet

here, that have, and would fight in any other place.
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'I'liose ol' tlieiu ihat have «^rcat ami ^odiI (jualities

aful virtiios, T lovo and admire ; in wliicli ninnl>er is

l.adv Sullolk ; and I do Idxc and love her, because I

heheve, and, as far as I am eaj)al)le ol jud^in^^, know
hi r lo be a wise, discreet, hontst, and sincere cour-

tier, who will promise no farther than she can per-

torm, and will alwavs ])ert"orm ^\ hat she does pro-

mise; so, now, you iiave my creed as to iier.

I thought I iiad tolil you in my last, at least I am
sure 1 designed it, that T desire you would do just as

you like about the monument ; and tiien it will l)e

most undoubteilly approved b\

\\>ur most sincere and faithful servant,

K. G Ell MAIN

ro TllK EARL OF OXrulil).

Dublin. IVl.ni.iry 1^, 1 732-:J.

^Iv LoRl),

'I'm: bearer, Mr Faulkner, the prince of Dublin

])rinters, will have the honour to deliver you this.

lie tells me, your lordship was so gracious as to ad-

mit him into your ])resence. and receive him with

great condescension, which encouraged him to hope

for the same favour aiiain, by mv mediation, which

1 could not refuse. Altlioui^h, tor his own prt)iit, lie

is eimaiied in a work that very much discontents me,

yet I would rather have it fall into hi^ hands, than

any other s nn this side.



84 F.riSTOLAUY iORUESrONDKXCi:.

T am in*^t rccovorod, in some do<jroo, of two cruel

iiuiispositii^iiS of giildinoss and dcalncss, after seven

niontiis. I have ixot niv lirarinLT : hut the other evil

hangs still alK)ut me, anil I di)ul)t will never quite

leave me, until T leave it.

I ho])e your Iyorilshi|), and Lady Oxford, and Lady
Mari^aret, continue in perfect health. I ])ray (iod

preserve you all, for the good of your friends, and

vour count rv.

I am. with entire respect and esteem,

Your Lordship's most obedient,

and most obliged servant,

Jon. Swji'T.

FROM MK VOVE.

It is indeed impossible to speak on such a subject

a.s the loss of Mr Gay, to me an irreparable one. JUiL

I send you what I intend for the inscnj)tion on his

tomb, which the Duke of Queensberry will set up

at Westminster. As to his writings, he left no will,

nor spoke a word of them, or anything else, during

his short and precipitate illness, in which I attended

him to his last breath. The duke has acted more

than the part of a brother to him, and it will be

strange if the si.sters do not leave his papers totally

to his di d. who will do the same that I would



KriSToi.Aiiv roTini:si'()Ni)ENCE. 85

with tlu'm. H(' ha<^ manai/cd the conuxlv,* (which

our |HH)r Iriciul \i^d\c to the ])hiyhou,su the week l)o-

fore his death,) to tlie utmost ailvaiita;^e tor his rchi-

tions ; and |)roposes to ilo the same with some fablesf

he left finished.

'I'liere is notliinir of late which 1 think of more

thaji mortality, and what you mention, of collecting

the best monuments we can ol'oui- friends, their own
ima<res in their wrilin<js : for those are the best, when

their minds arc such as Mr Ciay's was, and as yours

is. 1 am preparing also for my own, and have no-

thing so much at heart, as to show the silly world

that men of wit, or even poets, may be the most

moral of mankind. \ few loose thin«rs sometimes

fall from thenj, b) which censorious fools judge as ill

of them as jiossibly they can, for their own comfort :

and indeed, when such unguarded and trifling ^V//j:

(t isjj/if have once got abroad, all that j)rudence or

repentance can do, since they cannot be denied, is to

])ut them fairly upon that foot ; and teach the pub-

lic (as we have done in the preface to the four vo-

lume's of Miscellanies,) to distinguish betwixt our

studies and our idlenesses, our works and our weak-

nesses. That was the whole end of the last volume

of Miscellanies, without which our former declara-

tion in that preface, " That these volumes contained

all that we have ever offended in, that way," would

• ** The Wifr nf Bath ;" wliich, in trutli, is but an inditftTcnt co-

medy.— I)r Warton.
+ Tlio M^'omd volnmc of the Fables is niucli inferior to the first

;

particularly on account of the Ion;; and ian^niid intn»ductionsto each

fable, which road like party pamphlets.— I>r Wahtdn.



M> F.riSTOl.AUY coiiur.sroNDi.Nt'E.

have Ihvii iliscmlitiHl. It went indeed to inv heart

to omit uhat you called the libel on i)r Dclany, and

the best panoixyric on myself, that either my own
times or any other eould have aHorded, or will ever

aftbrd to me. 'Vhc hook, as you observe, was ])rinted

in great haste ; the cause whereof was, that the book-

sellers were doinji; the same, in eo]lcctin<j your jiieces,

the corn with the chair; 1 do not mean that anvthini^

of yours is chair, but v»ith other wit oi' Ireland which

was so, and the whole in your name. I meant prin-

eipally to ohiirrc them to separate wliat you writ se-

riouslv from what you writ carelessly ; and thoui^ht

my own weeds mi^ht pass for a sort of wild flowers,

when bundled up with them.

It was I that sent you those l>ooks into Ireland,

and so I did my epistle to Lord 15athurst, even be-

fore it was published, and another thing of mine,

^vhich is a parody from Horace,* writ in two morn-

ings. I never took more care in my life of anything

than of the former of these, nor less than of the lat-

ter; yet every friend has forced mc to print it, though

in truth my own single motive was about twenty

lines toward the latter end, which you will find

out.

I have declined opening to you by letters the whole

scheme of my present work, expecting still to do it.

in a better manner in ])erson ; but you will see pretty

soon, that the letter to Lord IJalhurstf is a part of it.

• 2 Sat, i.

t H«- liimsclf, we see, callh this piwv u Irtfrr, not a dialoffur, as it

was aft«mrarfls *»»»»»*J"*1 _T")r W «»•»*'•'
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ami you will tiiul a plain coimuction between ihem,

if M>u nad tluMn in the order just contrary to that

tliev were i)ul)lislu'(l in. I imitate those ennnin«r

tradesnun, who sliew their best silks last ; or, (to i^ive

you a truer idea, tliough it souniis too proudly,) njy

works will in one respect !)e like the works of nature,

nnich more to he liked and understood wlu-n consi-

dered in the relation they hear with each other, than

when ignorant ly looked upon one by one ; and

often, those parts which attract most at first sight

will appear to be not the most, but tiie least consider-

able.

I am ])leasod antl llattored by your expression of

orna f/tc. The chief pleasure this work can give me
is, that I can in it, with pr()[)riety, decency, and jus-

tice, insert the name and character ot" every friend

I have, and every man tliat deserves to be loved or

adorned. But I smile at your applying that phrase

to my visiting you in Ireland; a place where I might

have some apprehension (from their extraordinary

passion for poetry, and their boundless hospitality)

of being (idarfud to death, and buried under the

weight of garlands, like one I have read of some-

wliere or other. My motlier li\c'S, (wliich is an an-

swer to that ])oint,) and, 1 thank God, though her

memorv be in a manner <H)ne, is vet awake and sen-

sible to me, though scarce to anything else ; which

doubles the reason of my attendance, and at the same
time sweetens it. I wish (beyond any other wish)

you could ])ass a summer here : I might (too proba-

bly) return with you, unless you piefcrred to see

France first, to which countrv T think vou wonM
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have a stron*: imitation.* Lend I'ctcMhonnv has

narrowly escaped death, and yet keeps his ehaniher;

he is perpetnallv sjieakini^ in the most afVeetionate

nianner ot' V(M1 : lie has written vou two letters w hieh

you never reeeived, and by that has been diseoura<red

from writinc: more. T enn well believe the post-office

mav do this, when s(Miie letters of his to me have met

the same fate, and two of mine to him. Vet let not

this discourage you from writing to me, or to him,

inclosed in the common way, as T do to you ; inno-

cent men need fear no dcteetion of their thoughts

;

and for mv part, I would give them free leave to send

all I write to Curll, if most of wliat I write was not

too silly.

I desire my sincere services to Dr Delany, who, I

agree with you, is a man every way esteemable ; my
L#ord Orrery is a most virtuous and good-natured

nobleman, whom I should be happy to know^ I^ord

H. received your letter through my hands ; it is not

to be told you how much he wishes for you ; the

whole list of persons to whom you sent your services

return vou theirs, with proper sense of the distinc-

tion. "S'our lady friend is finnpcr vndeni^ and I have

written an epistle to her, on that (juaiification in a

female character ;f w hich is thought by my chief cri-

tic, in your absence, to be my chrf (hruvre ; but it

• Froni IV»lingl»rokc.

f The Epi&tlo on the *' Oianicters uf Women," .-wlflressofl t/> Mar-

tha Blount. In the fir*t e<lition he a-K^^-rted, *' \\\¥m liis honour,"

that no character was taken from life.

—

Bowlkh.
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CJinnot he priiitrd prrtoctly, in an ni^csosore of satire,

and so w illini^ to niisaj)j)ly cliaracters.

^Vh to my own hcallli, it is as <;ih)(1 as usual. I have

lain ill seven days of a slif^dit fever, (tlic complaint

here,) but reeovered by «;entle sweats, and the care

of I)r Arhutlmot. 'I'he j)lay Mr (iay lilt sneeeeds

Very well ; it is another ori«/inal in its kind. Adieu.

God preserve your life, your health, your lind)s, your

spirits, and your friencJNhips !

FROM riii: nrc'iiKss of qukens-
HFUIIY.

Febnwiry LM, ^7^2-3

Soon after the death of our friend Mr (iay, I found

mvself more inclined to w rite to you, than to allow

mvself anv other entertainment. Hut, eonsiderintr

that mii^ht draw you into a correspondence, that

most likely mii^ht be disacrreeable, I left off all

thcnii^hts of this kind, till Mr Pope shewed me your

letter to him, which encourages me to lu^pe we may
converse together as usual ; by which advantage I

will not despair to obtain in reality some of those

good qualities, you say, I Mi'nf to have. I am con-

scious of only one, that is, being an apt scholar; and

if 1 have any good in me, I certainly learned it in-

sensibly of our poor friend, as children do any strange

lanixuajxe. It is not i)ossible to imaifinc the loss his

death is to me ; but as long as I have any memory,
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xhc happiness of ever having such :i iVienil can never

Ih' lost to me.

^Vs to liimseU. lie knew tht^ world too wi^ll to re-

iiret leavinLT it : ami the world in general knew liini

too little to value hiui as they ou^lit. I think it my
duty to my friend, to do him the justice to assure

you, he had a most perfect and sincere re<^ard for

von. 1 have learned a Lfood deal of his wav of think-

inir on vcnir account ; so that, if at anv time you have

any commands in this part ol' the world, you will do

me a pleasure to employ mc, as you would him : and

I shall wish it could ever be in my power to serve

you in anythin<r essential. The Duke of Queens-

berry meant to write, if I had not, concerning your

money affair. \\'e both thought of it, as soon as wc
cotlld of anything; and if you will only write word

what vou would have done with your money, great

care shall be taken according to your order. I difter

with you extremely, that you are in any likelihood

of dying poor or friendless ; the world can never

grow so worthless. I again dilfer with you, that it

is possible to comfort one's self for the loss of friends,

as one does upon the loss of money. I think I could

live on very little, nor think my sell' poor, or be

thought so ; but a little friendship could never satis-

fy mc ; and I could never expect to find such ano-

ther support as my poor friend. In almost every-

thing, but friends, another of the same name may do

as well; but friend is more than a name, if it be any-

thing.

Your letter touched me extremely ; it gave me a

melancholy |>lcasure. I felt much more than you

wrote, and more than. I hope, you will continue to
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tt»el. As you ran ^/wc Mr Vo\)c ircKnl advice, pray

practise it yoiirsclt". As you cannot IcnL^^tlun noui

Incnd's days, 1 must bc^ you, in your own words,

not to shorten vour own : for T do fidl well know bv

experience, that liealth and happiness depend on

^ood spirits. Mr Tope is Intter in hoth this year,

than 1 liave seen him u «,^ood wliilc. Tliis you will

believe, unless he has told you what he tells me, that

I am his «;reatest flatterer. I hope tliat news has not

reached you ; tor nothini;* is more pleasant than to

bebeve what one wishes. 1 wish to be your Iricnd ;

T wi<!i vou to be mine : 1 wish you mav not be tired

with this; I wish to hear trom you soon; and all

this, in order to be my own tlatterer.

1 will believe

T Tiever write my name.

I hope you have no aversion to blots.

Since I wrote this, the Duke of Quecnsberrv bids me
tell you, that if you have occasion for the money,
you need only draw upon him, and he will pay

the money to your order. He will take care to

have the account of interest settled, and made up
to you. He will take this upon himself, that you

mav have no trouble in this all'air.
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rnOM TTTF. rOT^NTESS OV KKiniY.

Lixnaw, March 4, 17.'{2-3.

TiTK kind concern and Iricndly renicmbrance of

tlic most esteemed Dean of Si I*alriek's, lias raised in

me a satisfaction and pleasnre that I had ahnost t;'iven

up, having been rcsolvctl a trood while humbly to

content myself in a state of indolence and indilfer-

ence ; and if 1 could avoid the ])ains of body and

mind, not to seek farther after those points in life, I

so long and vainly pursued ; but yoti have invaded

my tranquillity in a manner I must not only forgive,

but ])ay my acknowledgments for, since at the same

time you make a melancholy representation of my
misfortunes, you strike a light for me from another

quarter from whence to raise hope. I most heartily

rejoice in w hat you tell me of Mr Fitzmaurice, who
has indeed given mean undeniable mark of taste, by

the sense he has of the honour you do him in letting

him into your society, from wiience it is i!n])()ssible

to come without some good influence. For my part,

I grieve at the interval that necessity seems to call

for, to interrupt such advantage, and it is my study

to find an occasion indispensable that he may re-

turn ;• and as I think to be a member of our senate-

house, is the best way to lead a young man into the

world. T have been watching a good while for some

• It is prpsumc'cl, from his travelb.— D. S.
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gaj) in that i)()(ly, that \\v lui^ht stt'|) into. Therr

seems now to oiler one on the* death of Sir lialpli

(iore, that may not he iin])ra('ti('ahle, since it isii very

small borough, entirely l)elongin<^, as 1 am int'ormetl,

to the IVishoj) of Clogher, wlio, ! dare say, is above

disnosin<'- of it lor court favour onlv, or to the iiiiih-

est bidder; practices nuicii in fashion of late. Mi«i;ht

1 not then presume uj)on your friendship witii the

bishop, to recommend this young man as an honest

one at present, and whom lie miii;ht devote to his

service by so <rreat and seasonable an obi illation, be-

side payin«; an acknowledgment tliat in gratitude is

due, althougli the person were never so well quali-

fied ; thus nnich sure I may say without censure, li'

I have taken too great liberty in reconunending this

matter to you, forgive me, and impute it to my zeal

in endeavouring to take all opj)ortunities to turn this

lad into the world, that 1 may sec what figure he

will be likely to make hereafter. J5ut il I do not

succeed in this, or any other attempt, I thank l^ro-

vidence sincerely, I can now boast 1 have attained

philosophy enough to take everything with patience

as it comes, by no means thinking myself too good

to be the sport of higher powers ; and my Christian

duty will not ])ermit me to look for reasons. As little

wisdom as I have bouiiht, I wish I had had it soon-

er ; now it is too late, lafarce est jouc, and my cur-

tain almost drawn ; so that if I could, I would no

more traflic with the world upon my own account :

friendshij) only is what I still must always value;

yours, surely, is more than comes to my share.

You are very good to inquire after my eyes ; they

ire, indeed, well beyond mv expectation ; but are to
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nic like tlio miser's <xo\d. lioarded ii|) as inia«;Miiary

troasure that (^no wants, at the same time tliat one

possesses; lor so nnieh as this letter 1 have not tax-

ed them a long time. I shall, with attention, observe

all you reei^mmend to me in the way of ])assing my
time; and do daily see reason to respect /a hai^'dfcllc

;

yet are there some places where that is too insipid to

be made any use of. I have an excellent chaplain,

that 1 em])lov in readinn-, and my domestic. Handi-

cralts and garden in i; do the rest. As lor quadrille,

it is a part of entertainment only lor strangers. \Vhat

shall 1 sav for taking u]) s(^ much of your time? For-

give, dear Dean, your most real and faithful humble

servant,

A. Kerry.

TO THE DICHESS OF QUEENSBERllY.

March 20, 1732-3.

Madam,
I HAD lately the honour of a letter from your

grace, which was dated just a month before it came

to niv hand, and the ten days since, I have been

much disordered with a giddiness, that I have been

lon^r subject to at uncertain times. This hindered mc

from an acknowledgment of the great favour you

have done mc. The greatest unhapj)iness of my life

is grown a comfort under the death of my friend,* I

* MrOav—

H
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iTicaii, mv banishment in tliis miserable conntrv ; tor

the distance I am at, and tlie desj)air T have of ever

seeing mv friends, fartlier than by a sunnner's visit ;

and this, so hite in njy life, so uncertain in my healtli,

and so embroiled in my little affairs, may j)robably

never happen ; so that my loss is not so great as that

of his other triends, who had it always in their power

to converse with him. Hut I chiefly lament your

grace's misfortune, because 1 «^reatly fear, with all

the virtues and perfections which can ])()ssibly ac-

quire the highest veneration to a mortal creature

from the worthiest of human kind, you will never

be able to procure another so useful, so sincere, so

\irtu()us, so disinterested, so entertaining, so easy,

and so humble a friend, as that person whose death

all good men lament. I turn to your letter, and find

your grace has the same thoughts. IjOSS of friends

has been called a tax u})on life, and what is worse, it

is then too late to get others, if they were to be had,

for the younger ones are all engaged. I shall never

differ from vou in anythinu: lontrcr than till you de-

clare your opinion ; because I never knew you wrong

in anything, except your condescending to have any

regard for me ; and therefore, all you say upon the

subject of friendship, I heartily allow, liut I doid)t

you are a pcrvertcr ; for sure 1 was never cii})al)le

of comparing the loss of friends with the loss of" mo-

ney. I think we never lament the death of a friend

ujion his own account, but merely on account of his

friends, or the public, or both ; and his, for a person

in private life, was as great as possible. How finely

you preach to us who are going out of the world, to
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keop our spirits, without iiit'orminLj; ns whore wc
shall fiiul materials' \c{ I have my llattcTrrs ttK),

who tell me, I am allowed to have retaiiieil more spi-

rits than hmulreds of others who are riiher, yoniii^er,

ami liealthier than mvself; whirh, eonsicieriiiLi: a

thousand mortifications, added to the ])erfeet ill-will

of every creature in power, 1 take to be a high point

of merit, as well as an implicit obedience to your

grace's connnands. Neither are those spirits (such as

they be) in the least broken by the honour of lying

under the same circumstances, with a certain great

|>ers<in, whom T shall not name, of being in disgrace

at court. 1 will excuse your blots upon paper, be-

cause they are the only blots that you ever did, or

ever will make in the whole course of your life. I

am content, upon your petition, to receive the duke

and vour grace for my stewards for that innnense

sum ; and in proper time 1 may come to thank you,

as a king does the commons, for your loyal benevo-

lence. In the meanwhile, I humbly entreat your

grace, that the money may lie where you please, till

I presume to trouble you with a bill, as my lord

duke allows me.

One thing 1 find, that you arc grown very tetchy

since I lost the dear friend who was my supporter;

so that perhaps you may expect 1 shall be very care-

fid how I offend you in words, wherein you will

Ik? much misUiken ; for I shall become ten times

worse after correction. It seems Mr Pope, like a

treacherous gentleman, shewed you my letter where-

in I mentioned goo<l cpialities that you .scof/ to have.

You have understroked that oifensivc word, to shew
1
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it shoulil he printiHl in //(//ir. \\'}i:it could I say

more y I never saw your j)ersoii .since you were a

girl, except unec in ihe dark (tt) *i;ive you a i)ull ot

this country) in a walk next the Mall. Your letters

niav j)()ssil)lv Ik* talse copies of your mind ; and the

universiil, almost idolatrous esteem you have forced

from every person in two kingdoms, who have the

least re<^ard for virtue, mav have been only procured

by a peculiar art ot" your own, I mean, that of hri-

bint: all wise and j^ood men to be your llatterers.

My literal mistakes are worse than your blots. 1 am
subject to them by a s<^rt of infirmity wherein 1 have

few fellow-sullercrs ; I mean that my heart runs l)e-

fi)re uiy pen, which it will ever do in a Lrreater de-

gree, as long as 1 am a servant to your grace, 1 mean,

to the last hour of my life and senses. I am, with

the greatest respect and utmost gratitude, Madam,
your grace's n]ost obedient, most obliged, and most

humble servant,

Jon. Swift.

1 desire to present my most humble respects and

thanks to my Lord Duke of Queensberry. For a

man of my level, I have as bad a name almost as

1 desire; and I pray God, that those who give it

me, may never have reason to give me a better.

voi,. xviii. G
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FROM \X)\U^ CAUTVAUW.

March 24, IT-'i^-*?.

SiH,

1 HAD tlic favour of your lett(M-of the IDtli of Fe-

bruary. A gentlcuian left it at n)y door. I have

not heard from him since, tliouirh he said he would
call again, and wlio he is, 1 do not know. I shewed

it to mv wife and I.adv \\'or>lev * a\ ho will not fail

to obey your commands, and tease me, if I could be

forgetful of your orders, to attend tlie cause of the

city of Dublin wluii it comes into the house. I

know by experience how much that city thinks it-

self under your protection, and how strictly they used

to obey all orders fulminated from the sovereignty

of St Patricks. I never doubted their compliance

with you in so trivial a point as a recorder.f You
can give any one law and capacity in half an hour

;

and if by chance a rake should get those faculties any

other way, you can make the worthy citizens believe

he has them not ; and you can sustain any machine
in a furrt»d gown.

I thank you for the letter by Mr I'ilkington. T

have seen him twice at a great entertainment at my
lord mayor's, where you was the first toast. 1 like

• Fli^ mother-in-law.

f .Mr StanarH Ma5 about thif. time rhown recorder for t}ir city of

Dublin, chiefly at the recommendation of ])r Swift.— FI.
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the voiiU'r man vtTV wrll, and hr has iireat ol)li«'a-

tions to you, of which he seems sensible.

1 hope Dr Delaiiy is well, ruul that von sec one

another often, and then the doc'tor won't have lei-

sure to ])ursue his dissertations,* or to answer the

reverend prelate j on your side, who 1 iicar lias an-

swered him. As I have not read tlie dissertations,

^'> 1 shall not read the answer; whieh, I hope, witii-

out ofl'enee, I may suppose to be your ease. If so, I

hope you w\\\ endeavour to keep me well with the

doctor, who took it a little unkindly of me that T

would shut mv eves to such revelation, so demon-
strated. I have a great esteem for him, to which

notiiing that he can write upon those subjects can

make any addition : and therefore, I would run no

risk as to alterinLC my opinion of him by reading his

b<x)ks.

That health and prosperity may attend you, is my
sincere wish ; and I entreat you to believe that I am,

with great truth.

Sir,

Your most humble and (jbedient servant.

#

The whole familv of mv ladies send their compli-WW 4

nients.

• Hovelatiun cxamiiKtl witli i-arulour.—H.

+ I)r HolnTt Claytuu, Bishop of Killala, Jariiiary 2'J, 1729 ; trans-

latctl toC«»rk, l)i*ccmbtT I9, 17.>.>; and to C'loglicr, Aujtpist '26,

1745.
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TO I)R SIIKllIDAN.

Dul.liii. March 27, 173:i.

I UF.CKTVFi) your letter with some ])lrasurc, and ;i

good deal oi' cc^ncenu The eoiulition you are in re-

quires the greatest haste hither, although your sehool

did not ; and when you arrive, T will foree l)r Hel-

sham to see and direct you ; your scheme ol' riding

and country air you find hatii not answered, and

therefore you have nothing to trust to but the as-

sistance of a friendly, skilful doctor. For whether

thev can do anv ixood or not, it is all we have for it

;

and you cannot aiford to die at present, because the

public, and all your family, have occasion for you.

lk»sides, I do not like the place you are in, from your

account, since you say people are dying there so fast.

You cannot aiford to lose daily blood ; but I suppose

you are no more regular than you have been in your

whole life. I like the article very much which you

propose in your will ; and if that takes place forty

years hence, and Ciod for the sins of men should con-

tinue that life so long, I would have it be still insert-

ed ; unless you could make it a little sharper. T own
you have too nnich reason to coni])lain ofsome friends,

who next to yourself have done you most hurt, whom
still I esteem and frequent, though I confess I can-

not heartily forgive, ^'et certainly the case was not

merely personal malice to you, (although it fiad the

same effect,; but a kind of know-not-what job, which

one of them hath often heartily repented : however,
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it came to In* patched up. I am contideDt voiir col-

lection oi' hofi tnots, ami rufifrs a rin\ will be much
the best extant ; but you are aj)t to be terribly siui-

gu'mc alx^ut the profits of publishing : howrver, it

shall have all the pushin;^^ I can ^ivc* I have been

much out of order with a spice of my «^iddiness, which

began bclbre you lell us ; 1 am better ot late days,

but not ritrht yet, thou^^h I take daily drops atid bit-

ters. I nuist do the best I can, but shall never more

Ix? a nij^ht-walkcr. You hear thev have in Kimland

pa-s,sed the excise on tobacco, and by their votes it ap-

jH?ars they intend it on more articles. And care is ta-

ken by some special friends here to have it the same

way here. We are slaves already. And from my
youth upward, the great wise men, whom 1 used to

he amon<^, taui^ht me, tliat a general excise (which

they now by degrees intend) is the most direct and

infallible wav to sla\erv. Prav Ci— send it them in

liis justice, lor they well deserve it. All your friends

and the town are just as you left it. I humdrum it

on, either on horseback, or dining and sitting the

evenin<x at home, endeavourint»- to write, but write

nothing, merely out of indolence and want of spirits.

No soul has broke his neck, or is hanged, or married ;

ordy Cancerinaf is dead, and I let her goto her grave

• It uiMiM sei'iii the I)t»ctor li.nl th<Mi;;lits (if ])ul)li.sjiiii<r tlio collec-

tion of jests and u itticisms, uhirli Swift elsewhere mentions.

f One of those jKxir ]>eoj)le to wln)ni the Dean use<l to give money

when he met them in his walks ; s<»me of them he named thu.«»,

partly for (listinrti(»n, an«l partly f<>r hunmnr ; Cancerina, Stompa-

nynipa, rullagdwiia, Friterilla, riora. Stimiphautha-—D. S.
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>villiout a vo\V\u ami witlunil tVcs. So T am ii^oinir to

take niv evening; walk at'lt r li\ r, haviiii; not brcn out

of doors vrt. T wish you well and safe at home; ])ray

call on me on Sunday niij^ht.

1 am yours.

P. S. I believe there are a himdred literal blunders,

but I cannot stay to mend tinm.—So pick as you

are able

I am not so/rank a writer as you.

FROM J.OKI) HATI HIRST.

Cirencester, Marcii 29, 1733.

Mv MOST DEAR DeaN,
I AM indebted to you for several scraps of pa})er,

which you have sent me : but 1 waited to receive a

letter from you, and then would have returned you
an answer as well as I could. I obeyed your com-

mands signified in your pc/n/Ztlcmc ; I attended your

cause ; your client happened to be in the right, and

we are not a little in the wTong, that we gave no costs.

I should have moved for them,but I had distiniiuish-

ed myself in pressing lords to attend, and told so

many that 1 liad your commands so to do, that I did

not think it proper to take that part upon me, and

nobody else would do it ; therefore give me leave to

tell you that you are bound in conscience to pay that
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poor man lOU/. He wduUI certainly liavc iiatl that

bum, it" yon had not interposed in that peremptory

manner.

As to your hist orders, in relation to tlic i)ui)rm

cause, I take it for j^rantcd vnu are in the wron*''. ^\ll

corporations of men are perpetuallv doin<^ injustice

to individuals. I will attend it, hut am as much pre-

judiced -Hjainst them, as it is possible, though 1 know
nothiiiL; ui the man, nor the matter in (juestion. 1

have otten retiected (trt)m what cause it arises I know-

not) that, though the majority of a society are honest

men, and would act, separately, with some huma-
iiitv, and according to the rules of morality ; yet,

conjunctively, they are hard-hearted, detern)ined vil-

lains. I know physicians, who, if you take them out
of their practice, are very good sort of men ; but was
there ever in the world a consultation of them, that

tended to anything else than robbery and murder?
Do the body of lawyers think of anything else, but
to plunder and destroy the rest of mankind ? In

short, there is no corporation to be excepted out of

this general rule, but the two houses of parliament;

and all assemblies of divines, wheresoever dispersed

over the Christian world. So much for the IJublin

cause.

Now, I must tell you, I want exceedingly to see

you here; and I would have you come just about
midsummer. If you come a moment before that

time,you will find the parliament sitting, all in a tlame

about excises ; and go into what C()mj)any you will,

you can hear t)f nothing else. I reckon by th;;t time
we shall separate, and then I come down to this

place ni fam'iUi\ (where I am now only a sojourner
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for ihrtc (l;t\ /^ nul vo\i shall Ix' better Mceoininoda-

tcd than vou were last time you was Iiere. I ean as-

sure vou. ] liave made i^reat alterations ; and to speak

iDodestly, 1 lliink 1 may say it is by nuieli tiie finest

place in Kncjiand. What Ireland may produce I can-

not tell. I'ope has promiseil to eome down ; and it

is time for him to retire, lor he has made the town too

hot to hold liim.»

Poor John Gay ! we shall see him no more ; but

he will always bo remembered bv those who knew
him, with a tender concern. I want to know how you

do, and what you are doing. I suspect you arc grow-

ing very idle : for I have not heard of any produc-

tion from that fertile brain of yours a great while.

And besides, the greatest mark of idleness that I

know, is the minding of other people's business. You
that used to be employed in supporting or pulling

down ministers, in instructing or diverting mankind,

in inllauiing kingdoms, or pacifying contending par-

ties, now seem to be dw indled into an Irish solicitor.f

I expect to see you in a dirty brown coat, with a little

green bag under your arm. However, let me see

you. If I cannot laugh with you, as I used to do, I

will laugh at you ; for I am resolved to laugh as long

as I live. So, my dear little ])ettifogger, adieu.

• Proliahly l»y the publication of tin* first satire of the second Ixxik

of Horare irnitatecl, in a clialo^io Iwtwcen Alexander Pope, Esfj. on

th«' one part, and bin l<»arnofl connwl on tbo other ;
published Febru-

ary 17.^i2-3.— H.

f In allusion to the interest which the Dean ttHjli in tlie Irisli

cases depending in the Houj»e of I*eers.
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FROM MR POPK.

April '2, IT.Sa.

You say triily, that death is only terrible to us as

it separates us tVoui those we love ; hut I reallv think

those have the worst of it who are left by us, iT we
are true friends. I have felt more (I fancy) in the

loss of Mr Ciav, than I shall suillr in the thought of

i;oin<^ away myself into a state that can feel none of

this sort of losses. 1 wished vehemently to have seen

him in a condition of living; independent, and to have

lived in perfect indolence the rest of our davs to<re-

ther, the two most idle, most innocent, uiidesigning

poets of our age. I now as vehemently wish you and
I mi lib t walk into the t^rave torrether, bv as slow

steps as you please, but contentedly and cheerfully :

whether that ever can be, or in what country, I know
no more than into what country we shall walk out

of the grave. But it suilices me to know it will be ex-

actly what region or state our Maker appoints, and

that whatever is, is right. Our poor iViend's papers

are partly in my hands, and for as nuich as is so, I will

take care to su})press things unworthy of him. As to

the epitaph, I am sorry you gave a copy, for it will

certainly by that means come into print, and 1 would

correct it more, unless you will do it for me, and that

I shall like as well. Upon the whole, I earnestly

wish your coming over hither, for this reason among
many others, that your influence may be joined with

mine to suppress whatever we may judge proper of
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his jKijH^rs. Ti> 1)1* j)lun;;i'(l in my nrii^lihoiirs' anil my
j)apcrs, will he your incvilahlc iatr as sc^on as you

tx)inc. Thai 1 am an autlu)r ^\ hose characters i\re

thought of some weisxht, appears from thr i^reat noise

and hustle that the court and town make about any

I «Tive ; and 1 will not renikM* them less im])ortant or

less interesting by s])arin<jj vice or Tolly, or by betray-

in*^ the cause of trutli and virtue. T will take care

thev shall be such as no man can be aiii^^ry at, but

the persons I would have an«j[ry. Vou are sensible

with w hat decency and justice 1 ])ai(l homage to the

nnal familv, at the same time that 1 satirized false

courtiers and spies, &c. about the?n. 1 have not the cou-

rat'-c, however, to be such a satirist as yini, but I would

be as much, or more, a philosopher. You call your sa-

tires libels ; T would rather call my satires epistles :

thev will consist more of morality than of wit, and

o-row irraver, which vou will cill duller. I shall

leave it to my antagonists to be witty (if they can,)

and content myself to be useful and in the rif^ht. Tell

me your o])ini()n as to J>ady Mary \\^)rtley's or I^ord

Harvey's performance: they are certainly the top

wits of the court, and you may judge by that single

piece what can be done against me ; for it was la-

boured, corrected, ])recommended, and ])()st-disaj)-

proved, so as to be disowned by themselves, after

each had highly cried it up tor the other's. I have

met w ith some complaints,* and heard at a distance

of some threats occasioned by my verses: 1 sent fair

** At this time there wan a prcat outcry among all the courtiers

against the kwnncs"* of this satire.

—

I)r Warton.
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messages to aciiuaint them u lure I was to bu I'ouiul

ill town, and to otter to cull at their houses to satisfy

theni, anil so it iln)|)|)eil. It is very poor in any one

to rail antl threaten at a ilistanee, and have nolhin'r

to say to you \\ hen they see you.— 1 am ^dad you
persist and abide by so good a thin^ as that ]ioem,*

in which 1 am imuK^tal tor mv morality : 1 never

took any praise so kindly, and yet I thiidv I deserve

that praise better than 1 do any other. When does

your collection come out, and what will it consist of?

T have but last week finished another of my e])istles,

in the order oi^ the system : and this week ((wcrci-

titn<H u^raiia) I have translated («;r rather j)ar(Hlied)

another of Horace's, in which 1 introduce vou advi-

sin^ me about my exjxMises, housekeeping^, Sm. I5ut

these things shall lie by, till you come to carp at them,

and alter rhymes, and grammar, and triplets, and ca-

cophonies of all kinds. Our parliament will sit till

mitlsununer, which I ho])c may be a motive to brin<'-

you ratlier in suuuner than so late as autumn : you
used to love wliat I hate, a hurry of politics, \.c.

Courts I see not, courtiers I know not, kings I adore

not, (jueens I compliment not ; so I am never likely

to be in fashion, nor in dependence. 1 iieartily join

with you in pitying our poor ladyf for her unhappi-

ness, and should only pity her more, if she had more
of what they at court call happiness. Come then, and

perhaps we may go ali together into France at the

end of the season, and compare the liberties of both

• The ironical libel on Dr Drlany.—Dr Warton.
t The Duchess of Qiiecn^berry.
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kin^ilonis. Adieu. Hcliovc me, iloar Sir, (with a

tlunisaiul warm wishes, mixed with short siglis,) ever

yours.

1 UOM LORD AM) LADY 3LVSI1AM.

Loiuloii, April 7, 1733.

Sir,

1 Hon: you will excuse me that T have not answer-

ed your letter sooner ; but I siuill not be backward in

obeying your commands, by attending the cause you

mention, when it comes into the house. I shall not

fail speaking to those few lords I ciin be so free with,

to attend also ; and shall rejoice if it should be deter-

mined to your satisfaction : and I have good reason

to believe it will, being fully convinced, that you can

interest yourself in nothing but where justice is up-

permost. AVe have long flattered ourselves with the

hopes of having your good company here. I am sure

there is no fan)ily in this kingdom wishes to see you

more than that ot the Mashams, who will always have

you in remembrance, for your health and welfare. I

doubt not but you hear from better hands the state

of our afljiirs, in relation to the excisinir tobacco and

wine, therefore shall not trouble you uj)on that sub-

ject ; and shall only desire your farther commands
Avherein I am capable to serve you ; assuring you,

that I am, w ith great esteem and faith, Sir,

Your most faithful and humble servant.

MashAM.
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POSTSCUirT KY LADY MASIIAM.

Sir,

There arc few tilings in life would give me more
joy than to see you airain in this part of the world.

Let yonr friends have that pleasure; for in d<)iii(r it

you will ohlitre a vast nund)er of people ; but n()l)ody

more, my dear Mr Dean, tlian your affectionate

humble vservant,

A. Masmam.

FROM THE DUCHESS OF QUEENS-
BERKY.

April 12, 1733.

Dear Sir,

I RECEIVED yours of the 23d of March. Perpetual

pains in my head have hindered me from writing till

this moment, so you see you are not the only person

that way tormented. 1 dare believe there are as many
bad heads in E norland as in Ireland ; I am sure none

worse than my own ; that I am made for pain, and

pain for me : for, of late, w^e have been inseparable.

It is a most dispiriting distemper. And bring on pain

of mind, whether real or imaginary, it is all one.

AV^hile 1 had that very sincere good friend, I could

sometimes lay open all my rambling thoughts, and he

and I would often view and dissect them ; but now
they come and go, and I seldom find out whether
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tliev he ri'Oit or wroiiLr, or if tluMv bo aiivtiiiiiL!: in

thcni. Poor man I ho was most truly ovorylliin<i; you

couUl siv oi'hini. I havo lost, in liim, the usofuUost

linih of niv mind. This is an odd expression : hut

I auuuU explain my notion otherwise.

T deny that 1 am tetchy ; yet am going to seem so

airain, bv assuriuix vou mv letters are never false co-

pies of mv mind. 'I'liov are often, 1 believe, importbct

ones of an imperfect mind ; (which, however, to do

it justice, often directs me hotter than I act.) Thouu^h

I will not take upon mc to declare my way of think-

\i\il to be eternally the same, yet whatever I write is

at that in^stant true. I would rather tell a lie than

write it down ; for words are wind, it is said : but the

makintr a memorandum of one's own false heart,

would stare one in the face immediately, and should

put one out of countenance. Now, as a proof of my
unsettled way of thinking, and of my sincerity, I

shall tell vou, that 1 am not so much in the wrong as

you observed I was in my last : for my regard to you

is lessened extremely, since I observed you are just

like most other people, viz. disobliged at trifles, and

obliged at nothings ; for what else are bare words ?

Therefore, pray never believe I wish to serve you, till

you have tried me ; till then protestations are bribes,

by which I may only mean to gain the friendship of

a valuable man, and therefore ought to be suspected.

I seldom make any for that reason ; so that if 1 have

the peculiar ha])piness to have any wise and good

people my flatterers, (iod knows how I came by it;

but sure nothing can equal such glory, except that

of having the silly and bad j)eople my enemies.

Here 1 think we agree, ^'ou declare that no such
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ciin (It'j)rcss your spirits ; and if our constitutions are

alike, I will not only ])reach uj) <^0()(l sj)irits, hut pre-

scribe the inateriaN that have ever a<;rce(l with nie.

If anvbodv has clone nie an injurv, thev have hurt

thenisi4\es more than me. If tluv iiive me an ill

name, (unless they have my help,) 1 shall not deserve

it. If fools shun my company, it is because T am not

like them ; if people make me anii,ry, they only raise

my spirits; and if they wish me ill, I \\\\\ l)e well and

handsome, wise and ha])py, and everythin<(, except a

day youni^er than 1 am : and that is a fancy I never

yet saw becomini^ to man or woman, so it cannot ex-

cite mv envv. Here I have betrayed to vou the devil-

ishness of my temper; but I declare to you nothing

ever enlivened me half so much, as unjust ill usage,

either directed to myself or to my friends. The very

reverse ha])pens to me, when I am too well spoken

of: for 1 am sorry to lind I do not deserve it all. This

humbles me as much too much as the other exalts ;

so 1 hope you will not be too civil, since I have de-

clared the conse([uence.

1 am in great hopes you will make us a visit this

summer : for though I have a sensible satisfaction by

conversing with you in this way, yet I love mightily

to look in the person's face I am speaking to. By that

one soon learns to stop when it is wished, or to mend
what is said amiss.

Your stewards will take great care of your money ;

but you must first direct us to your friend .Mr

Launcclotf, (ill spelt to be sure,) and order him to give

up Mr Gay's note, on his sister's paying the money
to his grace, who will give him his note tor the mo-

ney, or send it to you as you order. And as to what
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interest is duo to you, I suppose you have kept some

account,

lU' tiiis tiuie you must he too mueh tired, to hear

readiuLT one word more ; tlierefore 1 will make no

excuses. Pray em])loy me : for I want to he certain

whether I know my own mind or not ; for something

or other often tells me. that I should be very happy

to he of anv use to vou. Whether it he true or false,

neither you or I can he positive, till an opportunity

shews ; but 1 do really think, that 1 am, dear Sir,

most sincerely

Yours, &c.

FROM CHARLES FORD, Esq.

London, April 14, 1735.

I AM extremely concerned to hear the bad state of

your health. T have often wished that you would be

Diore moderate in your walks ; for, though riding has

alwavs Ix'cn allowed to be good for a giddy head, I

never heard walking prescribed fur a strain, or any

ailment in the leg ; and the violent sweats you put

yourself into, are apt to give colds, and 1 doubt oc-

casion much of your other disorder. I am confident

you would find yourself better here; and even the

journey would be of great use to you. I was vastly

pleased to hear my lord-mayor talk of the delight he

should have in seeing you this year, that he might

shew you a creature of your own making. He has be-
II
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haveJ himself so well in his pubHc capacitv, that

\vhrthcr it be his hmiiility or his pride, lie deserves to

be «^rtitilicd.

I could heartily wish your other eoiuplaints were
as mueh without fbuudatiou, as that of having lost

half your nieniory, and all voiir invention. I will

venture to pronounce you have more left of the first

than most men, and of the last than any man now
alive. A\'hile the excises were dependint^S you were
expected every day ; for it was said, AN^liy should he

not shew as nuich regard ior the liberty of England,

as he did for the money of Ireland ? I wish you had

been here, though the aflair, in my opinion, is hap-

pily ended. Many j)eople were ofiended that the bills

were dropped, and not rejected, and the authors of

the scheme left unpunished. It was absolutely im-

possible to have carried it otherwise. You have heard

Sir Itobert AValpole, and one or two more C()min<»-

out of the house, were insulted. A few of that rab-

ble have been seized, with the ringleader, who proves

to be a Norfolk man ; no enemy to excises, but an en-

tire dependant upon the outraged person. Though
the rejoicings were as great, and as universal as ever

were known, there was no violence, except the break-

inix i^ verv few windows, whose owners had shewn an

untimely thrift of their candles. I foretold lleidey

what his joking would come to ; but the mayor of

Southampton immediately printed his real letter,

"which was short, and extremely proper. His design-

ed opponent at the next election, having voted for the

excise, will not dare to shew himself in the corpora-

tion ; and Henley, after the division, thanked him
VOL. XVIII. H
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for luivini::, l>v that vote, bcstoAviul hi in iittecn liiin-

ilrcd pouiuls.' • • •

• • • •

1 have <'Tcat h()i)cs this fine unld weather will set

you rii;ht, and U)ng to liear you are ])r(^])annix for your

journey. 1 am most entirely your grateful, cVe.

1 ROM LADY BETTY GERMAIN.

May 1, 17.'?.3.

1 SHOULD have answered yours of the 22d of March

lontr ajio, but that I have had some troubles and

fri'dits : and the uneasiness I was under made me ne-

gleet what, at another time, would have been agree-

able to myself; Mrs Chamber's younger sister having

had the small-pox ; but now perfeetly well, though

she has hitherto been a very puny siekly girl. Mrs
Floyd too has been excessively bad with her winter-

cough and dispiritedness ; but country air, I think,

has a little revived her.

His grace of J)orset bids me present his humble

service to you, and says, the rectory of Churchtown

is at Mr Stafford I^ightburne's service. As to the

Countess of Suflolk's aflair in dispute, I caimot pos-

sibly (according to your own just rule) be angry, be-

cause I am in the right. It is you ought to be an-

gr}', and never forgive her, because you have been so
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much in the wroiiix, as to coiulcinn her without the

show of justice; and 1 wish with all my heart, as a

jU(l«^nnent upon you, that you had seen lier, as I did,

when tlie news of your friend's* death cauje ; lor

th()n<;h you are a ])roud parson, yet (give you, devil,

your due) you are a sincere, <;ood-natured, honest

one. I am extremely Mrs Ivelly's Inunhle servant ;

but I will never believe she is more valued lor her

beauty and <^ood qualities in Ireland, than she was in

Kn<rland. The excise vou mention has caused <;reat

changes here. Some that I am sorry lor : though I

will not enter into the merits of the cause, because of

my aversion to politics. But ifyou did dislike it, why
did you bestow such a costly funeral u])on it, as to

burn its bones on a sumptuous pile like a Roman em-

peror ?

Adieu, mv ever honoured old friend ; and do not

let me see any more respects or ladyships from you.

TO MR POPE.

DwMiii, May I, ]ir,3.

1 AXswKU your letter the sooner, because I have a

particular reason for doing so. Some weeks ago came

* Mr Gay. There seems no just ground for suj)])<»sln«^' tliat Mrs

Howard neglectod to exert wliat inHuence slic jKtssesscd in favour of

CJay. But that of (Jueen Caroline and Sir HolnTt Walpjle was

thrown into tlie scale against liini, and jtreponderatcd.
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over a poem calliHl, *' Tlie l.ifb and Cliaractcr of Dr
Switl. written by hinisclf." It was reprinted here, and

is dciiicated to you. It is grounded upon a maxim in

Rochcfoucalt, and the dedieation, after a formal story,

says, that mv manner of writinir is to be foiuul in

every line. 1 believe 1 have told you, that 1 writ a

year or two ago near five hundred lines upon the same

maxim in l{oehefoueault, and was a longtime about

it, as that impostor says in his dedieation, with many
cireumstanees, all pure invention. I desire you to

believe, and to tell my friends, that in this spurious

pieee there is not a single line, or bit of a line, or

thtnight, any way resembling the genuine copy, any

more than it does Mrgil's .^'neis, for I never gave a

copv of mine, nor lent it out of my sight. And al-

thouiih I shewed it to all eommon ae(iuaintance in-

diflcrently, and some of them (especially one or two

females) had got many lines by heart, here and there,

and repeated them often
;
yet it happens that not

one single line or thought is contained in this impos-

ture, although it appears that they who counterfeited

me, had heard of the true one. ]Uit even this trick

shall not provoke me to print the true one, which in-

deed is not proper to be sten till I ean be seen no

more : I therefore desire you will undeceive my
friends, and I will order an advertisement to be print-

ed here, and transmit it to England, that ever^^body

may know the delusion, and accpiit me, as 1 am sure

you must have done yourself, if you have read any

part of it, which is mean and trivial, and full of that

cant that I most despise : I would sink to be a vicar

in Norfolk rather than be charged with such a per-

formance. Now I come to your letter.
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AX'licii I was of your a«^c, I thought every day of
death, but now every minute ; and a continual i^iddy

disorder more or less is a <i;reater addition than that

of my years. I cannot atlirm that I pity our friend

Gay, but I pity his friends ; I pity you, and would
at least equally pity myself, if I lived among you ;

because I should have seen him oftener than you did,

who are a kind of hermit, how great a noise soever

you make by your ill nature in not letting the honest

villains of the times enjoy themselves in this world,

whicli is their (MiIv ha])])iness, and terrifvin<r them
with another. I should have added in mv libel, that

of all men living, you are the most ha])py in your
enemies and your friends : and I will swear vou have

fifty times more eharitv for mankind than 1 could

ever pretend to. A\'hether the {)ro(luction you men-
tion came from the lady or the lord, I did not imagine

that they were at least so bad versifiers. Therefore,

Jhcit indiirnatio ver.sus, is only to be applied when the

indignation is against general villainy, and never ope-

rates when some sort of people write to defend them-

selves. I love to hear them reproach you for dulness,

only I would be satisfied, since you are so dull, why
are they so angry ? give me a shilling, and I will in-

sure you, that posterity shall never know you had
one single enemy, excepting those whose memory
you have preserved.

I am sorry for the situation of Mr Gay's papers.

You do not exert yourself as much as I could wish

in this affair. I had rather the two sisters were han<r-

ed, than to see his works swelled by any loss of cre-

dit to his memory. I would be glad to see the most
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valuable printcMl hv llieinselvrs, tlioso wliicli onolit

not to Ik? seen, bunuHl iniiiutliatcly, and \\\c others

that have i^one abnxub j)iinte(l s(^])arately like opus-

cula, or rather be stilled and forgotten. 1 thought

yonr c|>ita])h was immediately to be engraved, and

tlurelore I made less seni])le to give a eopy to Iit)rd

Orrery, who earnestly desired it, but to nobody else;

and he tells me, he gave only two, w hich he will re-

eal. 1 have a short epigram of his u])on it, wherein

I would eorrcet a line, or two at most, and then I

will send it you with his j)ermissi()n. 1 have nothing

against yours, but the last line, striking their ach'ntir*

the two ])artieij)les, as they are so near, seem to sound

too like. I shall write to the duehess, who has lately

honoured me with a very friendly letter, and I will

tell her my o]iinion freely about our friend's papers.

I want health, and my affairs are enlarged : but I

will break through the latter, if the other mends. I

can use a course of medicines, lame and giddy. My
chief design, next to seeing you, is to be a severe

critic on vou and your neighbour :f but first kill his

father that he may be able to maintain me in my
own way of living, and partieularly my horses. It

cost me near 600/. for a wall to keep mine, and I ne-

ver ride without two servants, for fear of aecidents ;

hie rivimus aiiihitiosn jxiuprrfatc. You are both too

poor for my acquaintance, but he much the poorer.

• Pope altere<l the epithet »)bje<'tccl to by Swift to pnishe.

\ The nei^hUuir is Ixjrcl Ii<»liri^'l*roke, ami he fvidrntly hints at

the fhirtrincs of the IvHsav on M;ui. Lord Ii<»Iin''broIic'h father, Lord

St John, was still living.

—

IJoules.
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Witli you I sliall find ;^rass, and winr, and servants,

but with liiui not.—Tlic collection you hj)uak i)i' is

this. A ])rintcr came to me* to desire he mi^ht print

my works (as he called theni) in four volumes by

subscription. 1 said 1 would ^ive no leave, and should

be sorry to see them printed here. He said they

could not be ])rinted in London ; I answered, they

could, if the j)artners agreed. Jle said, " he would

be glad of my permission, but as he could print them

without it, and was advised that it could do me no

harm, and having been assured of numerous subscrij)-

tions, he hoped I would not be anj^ry at his j)ursuing

his own interest,' cVc. Much of this discourse past,

and he goes on with the matter, wherein I determi-

ned not to intermeddle, though it be nmch to my
discontent ; and I wish it could be done in England,

rather than here, although I am grown pretty indif-

ferent in everything of that kind. This is the truth

of the story.

My vanitv turns at present on being personated in

your (jurv r/>///.v, cS:c. You will observe in this letter

many marks of an ill head and a low spirit ; but a

heart wlu)lly turned to love you with the greatest

earnestness and truth.

• GcHirge Faulkner of Dublin printed fuur volumes of the Deau's

works, and, as it would aj)|>ear, much against his incliuatiou.
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ymni MISS KKLLY.*

.larvis Street, May 4, 17.S.'^

Sir,

I AM sure if you know what T have suffered for

having oil'endeil you, your anger would be ehanged

into pity ; for indeed, sir, my uneasiness cannot be

expressed. Of all the misfortunes I ever met with,

this has given me the greatest concern ; for your

friend^ihip is an honour that the whole world are am-

bitious of; but I received from it more than ordinary

satisfaction. Judge then, sir, how unhaj)py I now
am : and for God's sake, forgive what is past, and be

assured my future conduct shall be such, that you
never again shall have cause of complaint against me.

— I own you have reason to condenm my imperti-

nence ; but as I had not the least intention to offend,

1 hope it will, in some measure, lessen the fault. In-

deed, sir, if you will be so good to pardon me, I will

make any atonement in my ])ower ; and it will much
add to the other o])ligations you have already con-

ferred uy)on me. ^ly health is so much impaired,

that it is but too probable that I shall not live very

• This submissive epistle seems to have been intended to mitigate

the Dean's resentment at some inconsiderate expressions, by which

the writer had given him offence. On such occasions he wa.s not

sparing in exhibiting' his displeasure. '* Corrigible jK>opIe," says he,

in a letter to Mrs Pilkington, " are to he chid ; those who are other-

wise, may be safe from anv lecture of mine."



KFISTOLAUV C( )UUi:SIM)N DKXc T. 121

long ; and nulliinks it would be very liard to have

the short time that is allotted lor me made more mi-

serable than continual sickness can make it. Tliis

nmst be the case, if you do not, once more, receive

me into favour: nothing I desire half so much ; and

do assure you, I spent so bad a night, from the

thoughts of my misfortune, that could you have had

an idea of it, you wouhl liave been sorry for me. You
might have seen how de})ressed 1 was at supper; but

not my indisposition, but your cold behaviour, was

tlie real occasion of it.—A\'hat shall I say, or do, to

intluence you to pardon me ? If true repentance for

my crime, and a lirm resolution to be upon my guard

for the future against any inadvertent expressions,

that can give ollcnce, will plead anything in mv fa-

vour, you will be so good to pardon me ; for I can

affirm, that I will never offend you again. Try me
then, good sir ; and, if it is possible, both forget and

forgive the errors I have been guilty of.

If you arc not determined to continue my unhap-

])iness, I must beg the favour of you to send me a

line to assure me of my being pardoned ; for my un-

easiness camiot be removed without it. I hope too,

sir, that 1 shall liave the honour of seeing you before

I go, that I may in person acknowledge how much
1 owe you, and with what satisfaction I receive your

forgiveness; and for God's sake, sir, look u[)on me
as you were wont to do, for I cannot bear your cold-

ness.

I propose, when I go to Bristol, to follow your ad-

vice, and should be much obliged to you, if you would

recommend me to those books that you think most

proper for me : and if it please God that I recover.
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you sliall iiiul, lluit h\ llu> honour yon liavc done nio

in advisiiiLC nic to ini])rove my mind, tiio deficiencies

of my education an ill be made nj), and 1 .shall be

more worthy of your esteem.

T sboidd be£^ pardon ftir the leni^tli of this, but tliat

1 still could write on to ask your foraiveness ; who
am, sir, witli true res])eet and regard, your most ob-

bged and most humble servant,

/ F. A. Kkm.y.

FROM MiirorK.

May 28, 1733.

I HAVE begun two or tlirec letters to you by

snatcl)es, and been prevented from finishing them

by a thousand avocations and dissipations. I must

first acknowledge the honour done me by Lord Or-

rery, whose ])raises are that precious ointment Solo-

mon speaks of, which can be given only by men of

virtue: all other praise, whether from poets or peers,

is contemptible alike : and I am old enongh and ex-

perienced enough to know, that the only praises worth

having, are those bestowed by virtue for virtue. My
poetrv 1 abandon to the critics, my morals T commit

to the testimony of those who know me : and there-

fore I was more pleased with your libel, than with

any verses 1 ever received. I wish such a collection

of your writings could be ])rint('d here, as you men-

tion going on in Ireland. 1 was surprised to receive
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frt)in tlic printer that spurious ])iccc, callcil Tliu Lilc

HTul Cliaracter of l)r Swift, with a letter, telling m(»

the ])ersoii who '* ])ublishe(l it liail assured liiin the

(le(neation to nie was what I would not take ill, <>r

else lie would not have printed it." I cannot tell who
the man is, who took so far u])om him as to answer

for mv way of thinkini;-; thouuh, had the thinsr

been genuine, I should have ])een <rreatly displeased

at the ])ublisher's part, in doing it without your

knowledge.

I am as earnest as you can be in doing my best to

j)revcnt the publishing of anything unworthy of Mr
Cav ; but I fe'ir his friends' partiality. I wish you

would come over. AW the mysteries of my ])hiloso-

phieal work shall then be cleared to you, and you

Mill not think that I am merry enough, nor angry

enouixh : It will not want for satire, but as for amrer

I know it not ; or, at least, only that sort of which

the Apostle speaks, " He ye angry, and sin not."

INIy neighbour's writings have been metaphysical,

and -will next be historical. It is certainly from him

onlv that a valuable history of Europe in these later

times can be expected. Come, and quicken him
;

for age, indolence, and contempt of the world, grow
npon men apace, and may often niake the wisest in-

dillbrent whether posterity be any wiser than we.

To a man in years, health and quiet become such ra-

rities, and consequently so valuable, that he is apt to

think of nothing more than of enjoying them when-

ever he can, for the remainder of life ; and this I

doubt not has caused so many great men to die with-

out leaving a scrap to posterity.
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I am sintxircl} tri^iihKJ Tor the bad account you

give ot'vour own lualtli. I wish every day to hear

a better, lus much as 1 do to eujoy luy own, 1 faith-

fullv assure vou.

FUOM n\l^ rKNJ3AKVKS.

Luiulon, May 29, 17S3.

Sill,

You will find, to your cost, that a woman's ])cn,

when encouraged, is as bad as a woman's tongue

:

blame yourself, not me : liad I never known the plea-

sure of receiving a letter from you, 1 should not have

persecuted you now. 1 think (a little to justify this

bold attack,) that I am obliged, by all the rules of ci-

vilitv, to trive you an account of the letter you char-

<^ed me with : 1 delivered it into my Lord Bathurst's

hands ; he read it before me : 1 looked silly uj)()n his

asking me, What you meai»t by the Fosset affair ?

and was obliged to explain it to him in my own de-

fence, which gave him the diversion I believe you

designed it should. We then talked of your vine-

yard : he seemed pleased with every subject that re-

lated to you, and I was ver>' ready to indulge him

that way. I did not forget to brag of your favours

to me ; if you intended 1 should keep them a se-

cret, T have spoiled all ; for I have not an accjuaint-
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anco of any worth that 1 have not told, how liappy

I Iiavr btvii in your company. l\V('rvi)o(lv loves to

be envied, and this is the onlv wav 1 have ofraisin«»-

people's envy. 1 hope, sir, you will forgive me, and
let me know if 1 have behaved^ /////.srV/'ri^ht : I think

I can hardly do wrong as long as I am, Sir, your most

obliged and most obedient servant,

M. Ti NI).\RVF.*s

IMrs Domu'llan is much y(Mn- humble servant, and as

vain of vour favours as I am.

FKOM TIIK DrCIIKSS OF QITKKXS-
ni:uHY.

Aineslniry, May 'Jl, IT^'f-

Dkati Sik,

1 AM now again your Tunbridge correspondent.

His i^race and I have been here tins fortnight, with

• Dr Swift could not endure t4) liear tlir jilirasc Behaved—Bclta-

Vfd 11 hat '^ lie would say with some emotion. He once «rcive his cou-

sin Deane Swift an account of his relnikin^' Lord liathurst f»tr this,

and that my lord promised him not to Ix; piilty of the like for the

future. The words lx>ing here marked under hy Mrs IVndarvcs,

prove that she refers to some re])uke of that kind— N. To this I have

to add, that Mrs Pendarves mentitmetl to a lady, that one of tlie

greatest bursts of Swift's displeasure she ever incurretl, was hy the

use of the word moh. " Never let me hear you us** that word again,"

said the Dean with great anger. " What then should I say.''" " Rah~

hley to be sure," was Swift's reply.
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uo other company tlian bricklayers ami labourers.

We arc tlirt>win<j; down a ])arccl of walls, that bloek-

eil us up evcrv way, and niakin«^ a sunk fence round

the house. This will make the place as cheerful

again, and we find great entertainment by inspect-

iuLT the work. Since I came here, even I have often

got up by six in the morning, designed it always,

and the whole house are fast asleep before twelve.

This I c^ill fTOixl hours. I walk as much as I am
able, sometimes rather more. We sometimes ride,

though not often : for the evenings and mornings

are very cold, and the middle of the day very hot.

Nc»rth-east winds continually, and such w^ant of rain,

that the jiround is as hard as iron. I am the most

temperate creature in my diet you ever knew ; yet,

with all my care, I cannot be well. I believe, if I

am never guilty of a greater fault, I shall meet with

very little resentment, either public or private. They
are the faults in the world soonest forgot, and the

seldomcst truly resented. Let that be as it will,

since health is undoubtedly the most valuable thing

in life, I shall do all I can to obtain it. This makes

nie consent to a thing in the world I am most averse

to : that is, going to the Spa about a month or six

weeks hence. I wish it was good for your complaints,

that we might be there together. Really, if you

think it will be of any use to you, and that you can

order your affairs so as to make it possible, depend

upon it we shall make it our study, (and a very agree-

able one too,) to make you as easy and happy as it

is in the power of people (not of a very troublesome

disposition) to contrive. Your complaint and mine

are not very different, as I imagine. Mine is a sort
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of dizziness, which generally ^^oes oil' l)y tliu licad-

ache. Some learned people give it a name I do not

know how to spell, a vertieo, or vertigo. l*ray un-

der>tand that I, really and truly, do not only sav, but

mean, that 1 wish you eould either meet us at the

Spa, or at T^ondon, to go on with us ; and in this I

am sure I shall never ehange my mind. IC it ean dt)

you any gootl, I feel myself enough your friend to

resent it extremely if you miss this o|)j)ortunity.

This you would believe, if you knew what obliga-

tions I have to you. I am generally poor in spirit,

or (piarrelling with myself for being good for nothing.

When a letter comes from you, it does not oidy en-

tertain and revive me, but instantly I fancy I ought

to have a good opinion of myself; which is of very

great use to have, provided it is kept within just

bounds. I shall punctually obey your commands
concerning that poem ; but I think you may be per-

fectly easy on that account ; for I saw it before I left

London, and heard several people talk of it, and the

general opinion was, that you had no hand in it : but

that the thing happened just as you say. I think you
need not be much disturbed at it. The other trouble

you mention I can allow of. Philosophy cannot make
such things not be ; the most it can pretend to is, to

lielp people to patience. I am heartily sorry you have

any particular occasion for any. Is your lawsuit still

in being? Perhaps I may be impertinent; but I

remember you once mentioned something of that

kind.

I am pretty well satisfied anything is bad for the

head that fills it too full ; therefore I advise you to
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uiilxMul voiir tliouLrlits. and ask iiiv advice; if it

shiMiKl ]^rovc ujood, take it ; if not, leave it. I slioukl

be mighty glad to be of service to you ; in making

me so, you wouUl shew kindness to the memory of

your very sincere friend, and be kind to me. You
may depend upon me, both for his sake and your

own. I will endeavour to convey your messages to

I^ady Catharine and Charlotte as soon as possible.

The first I have not conversed with this year and a

half; I believe she is nobody's friend, but I more

than believe that nobody is hers. I have a brother

that I dare answer you would like, if you knew him

perfectly, not else. I love and honour him, and he

deserves it. When his grace goes to I^ondon, which

will be very soon, your money shall be as you order-

ed. He is mightily shocked at so many speeches.

He is not by just now, or undoubtedly he would

think vou deserve to have them returned. It is

lucky for me, for I am come to the end of my paper.

Note, without an excuse.

FliOM MISS KELLY.

Bristol Hot Wells, June 2, 1733.

Sir,

I iiEAK my agreeable fellow-traveller has been be-

forehandwith me in paying her compliments to you ;

but I cannot be surprised at that, for she was Ibrmed
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to get tlu' better of nic in everytliin^, hut respecting

and csteeminir voii. That, iiuleed, nohcidv can do;

for hoth t^ratitude and taste conspu^e to make me
truly your friend and servant.

T have been, sinee I came liere, very low spirited

;

the com])anions I had some p:u't of my journey les-

sened my illness, or at least I felt not with them the

same weight that 1 did upon their leaving me ; and

I have often wished myself again in Ireland to enjoy

conversation ; for I really believe it is one excellent

cure for most disorders. This is the dullest place

that ever was known ; there is not above half a dozen

families, and those are cits with great fortunes, or

Irish impertinents : the former despise one, because

their clothes are finer than yours ; and the latter have

no view in keeping your company, but to report your

faults. This makes me avoid all communication with

them, and only in the morning I go to the Wells :

and I thank God I can spend my time far better
;

for either writing to my friends, reading, walking,

and riding, find me full employment, and leave me
not a wish for such company as the place affords.

Doctor Lane (who, by character, is a second iEscula-

pius, and can raise people from the dead,) is my phy-

sician, and gives me great ho])es of a speedy amend-

ment : and as I take his medicines regularly, and am
up at six in the morning, breakfast at eight, dine at

one, and sup at seven, I hope I may in time find

some benefit : nor do either the ass's milk or waters

disagree with me ; and I think my appetite is rather

better. I wish to Heaven it was agreeable to vour
"in'

VOL. XVIII. I
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aflairs to cxmic licre : for T am sure you would like

the situation t>f' the luniso that 1 hul^c^ in : it has the

comiuiiiul of such a j^rospcct, that 1 should do it in-

justice to attempt to describe it; hut tlie variety of

the scene is such, that one discovers new beauties in

it everv day. I hope you will continue your I'ormer

goodness to me, and let me have the honour ol' hear-

ing from vou sometimes ; for, in reality, nobody is

more sincerely vour well-wisher than, Sir, your most

obliged and most faithful humble servant,

F. A. Kemy.

Your expedition to Tallow* makes a very fine figure

in print ; but, since you have made this discovery,

• The country-scat of the Archbishop of Duhlin. It is ditricult

to say whctlier the paragraph alludrd to Ik? serious or ironical ; it

appeared in the London .Journal, 2d June, 17'i3, and probably in

other papers, and is of tlie followiijg tenor:

—

" Duhl'w, May 19.— La.st Saturday, the 12th of this instant, the

Right Honourable the Earl of Orrery, the Reverend Dr Swift, Dean

of St Patrick's, and the Reverend Dr Sheridan, rode from Dul)lin to

Tallow Hill, to take a prospect of the adjacent country. As they

were mounting a rwk, they observed a stream running through the

middle of it, which fell into a natural basin, and was thence convey-

ed through some subterraneous cavities ; but they could not anywhere

discover by what seiTet passage it \\:is conveyed out again ; so that

they a»ncluded the waters were still in some reservoir within the

bowels of the hill, which must infalliblv come to burst forth in time,

and fall directly upjn the city. The D(K"tor sent fnr a rnilking-pail,

to compute what quantity ran out, which held two gallons, and it

was filled in the space of a minute ; so that it runs in 24 hours

2880 gallons. This multiplied by .36.5, pr^jduces 1,051,200, and

shews the quantity that tutt; from the rock in a year; so tliat in
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1 think you ou^^lit to Hy to Ub ; lor, il' Dublin be

in (lander, the deanery-house cannot be a sate re-

treat for vou. I wisli anvtliin<r won hi send liar-

ber here ; lor I was at tlie 15ath to see some ot iny

friends, and was forced to swear that only the want

of healtli kept her book from bcin<^ pubUshed. I

am sure you would be <;|ad to hear, that a ladv ol"

very good understanding, that is a particular friend

of mine, comes to me next week to stay while

1 do : her name is Uooke, Admiral llooke's son's

ladv.

FROM LADV BETTY GERMAIN.

June 5, 1733.

Has Mr Stafford Liu'htburne's friend <^ot the <i;out

in his lingers ? Or is he so busy in measuring the

water, and casting a figure to know the exact time

when to set his friends a-swimming, that he cannot

find one moment to let me know that he received

my letter, written a month ago, to inform you that

his grace would cheerfully and readily obey your

three years, about the l.>th of Noveinl>cr, he computed tliat it must

burst the btnly of the niountaiu, and emit an inundation, which will

run to all points of the Bovne, and greatly end;uiger the city of

Dublin."
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commands ? TTowcvcn T am airain «>rdcrccl bv him

to tell you, that the warrant will be sent to Dublin

by next post ; so pray let Mr Lightbunie be ready

to make his personal appearance, lest they should

not else know how to tind him. It was well you

needed no intercessor to his i^race ; and that the no-

promise from him, and the one-word iVom you, is of

much more weight than my rhetoric : for T have been

so horridly used by a nasty <cri|)in^ brother black-coat,

in a small three and sixpence allair of my own, that I

do not know whether I should not haye done like

you of the faction, revenge myself of the innocent,

for the sake of one bishop and minister, that, I say,

have cheated, ticeced, and fiead me, just as if they had

been South-Sea or East-India directors.

You are angry if I do not mention Mrs Floyd to

you ; so, I must tell you, she is gone for a little time

into the country, to try if that will ever cure her

cough. I am heartily sorry for your new friend Mrs
Kelly, who writes in a desponding way to Mrs Cham-
ber about her health, and talks of going to Spa. This

is a melancholy subject, and I hate to be vexed. So

I ^vill say no more of it, but adieu, my dear Dean,

and let me hear from you soon.
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TO MR FArLKXER.

June 29, 173s.

I DESIRE Mrs Pilkinp^toii will deliver you the pa-

per relatini; to (TiiUiver, ^vhich 1 left Avith her hus-

band. For, since you intend to ])rint a new edition

of that book, I must tell you, that the English printer

made several alterations which I much disapprove of,

and cannot set them right without those papers.

If 1 am not mistaken, Mr I'ilkiniiton hath an edi-

tion of Gulliver, where the true original copy is in-

terleaved in manuscri]U ; I desire I may also see that

book. I am your humble servant,

Jon. Swift.

TO MR POPE.

Dublin, July S, 1733.

I ^rusT condole with you for the loss of Mrs Pope,

of whose death the pa])crs have been full. Rut I

would rather rejoice with you, because, if any cir-

cumstances can make the death of a dear parent and

friend a subject for joy, you have them all. She died

in an extreme old age, without pain, under the care

of the most dutiful son that I have ever known or

heard of, which is a felicity not happening to one in
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;i million. Vhc worst cllW'l of lur (K\itli Tails upon

nic ; and so nuuh the worse, because I e\j)ecte(l (t/i-

quis (Itninio iisus in H/o, that it would he followed

l)\ nuiking me and this kingdom haj)])y with your

presence, l^nt T a^n told, to my i^reat misfortune,

that a very convenient oiler ha])penin<^, you waivcul

the invitation ])ressed on vou, alleiriniif the fear vou

had of hcin«; killed here with eating and drinking.

TU' which 1 find that you have given some credit to

a notion of our great ])lenty and hos])itality. It is

true, our meat and wine is chea|)er here, as it is al-

ways in tlje j)oorcst countries, because there is no

monev to pav for them : I believe there are not in

this whole eitv three gentlemen out of em])loyment,

who are able to uive entertainments once a-month.

Those who are in employments of church or state,

are three parts in four from England, and amount to

little more than a dozen : those indeed may once or

twice invite their friends, or any person of distinction

that makes a voyage hither. All my acquaintance

tell me, thev know not above three families where

they can occasionally dine in a whole year : Dr IJe-

lany is the onlv gentleman I know, w ho keeps one

certain day in the week to entertain seven or eight

friends at dinner, and to pass the evening, where

there is nothing of excess, either in eating or drink-

ing. Our old Iriend Southern* (who has just left us)

was invited to dinner once or twice by a judge, a bi-

shop, or a commissioner of the revenues, but most

frequented a few particular friends, and chitfly the

• The poet
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l)i)ftor,* who is easy in his fortune, and very hospi-

table. The eonveiiiences of takin*^ tlie ;iir, winter or

suniiuer, do far exceed those in London. For the

two lar»j;e strands just at two ed^es of the town, are

as lirni and dry in winter, as in summer. Tliere are

at least six or ei^ht <;entleinen of sense, learning,

trood-humonr, and tasle, able and desirous to ])lease

vou, and orderly females, some of the better sort, to

take care of you. 'I'liese were the motives that I

have frequently made use of to entice you hither.

And there would be no failure amoTif^ the best people

here, ot any honours that could be done you. As to

inysclt", I declare my health is so uncertain, that I

dare not venture among you at present. 1 hate the

thouijhts of I^ondon, where I am not rich enou«di to

live otherwise than bv shiltin;>*, w hich is now too late.

Neither can I have conveniences in the country lor

three horses and two servants, and many others which

I have here at hand. I am one of the governors of

all the hackney coaches, carts, and carriages, round

this town, w ho dare not insult me like your rascally

wajxjxoners or coachmen, but ijrive me the way ; nor

is there one lord or scpiire for a hundred of yours, to

turn nie out of tiie road, or run over me with their

coaciies and six.f Thus, 1 make some advantage of

tlie public j)ovcrty, and give you the reasons for

• Dolany.

+ It is remarkal)k', liowcvcr, that Swift had occasion literally to

complain of this insult in Ireland to the House of Peers, in the c<'ise

of Lord Blanev, and to tlie puhlic, in the second nundxr of the In-

telligencer, against Squire Kani of Gory, by whoj>e carriatre he was

nearly ridden down.
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wliat 1 oiKV writ, wliy 1 choose to ho a iVocniaii

among shives, rathir tlian a slavo amoiii;- tVccmen.

Tlion, 1 walk tho streets in ])oaee without being

jnstled, nor even witliout a thousand hlcssiuas tVoni

mv friends the vulgar. I am lord mayor ot 120 houses,

1 am absolute lord of the greatest cathedral in the

kinixdom, am at peace witli the neighbom'ing ])iinces,

the lord mavor of the city, and the vVrchhishoji of

Dublin ; only the latter, like the King of France,

sometimes attempts encroachments on my dominions,

as old Lewis did u])on liOrraine. In the midst of

this raillerv, 1 can tell you with seriousness, that these

advantages contribute to my ease, and therefore I

value them. And in one part of your letter relating

to Lord Bolingbroke and yourself, you agree with

me entirely, about the indifference, the love of quiet,

the care of health, \-c. that grow upon men in years.

And if you discover those inclinations in my lord

and vourself, what can you expect from me, whose

health is so ])recarious ? and yet at your or his time

of life, I coulti have leaped over the moon.

.Ion. Swift.

FROM MLSS KELLY.

Bristol, July 8, 1 7-3.^

Df.ar SlK,

I CANNOT express how nmch pleasure your letter

gave ine : to sav that it surpas.sed the anxiety your

silence gave me, is all the description T am able to ^
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make, liidicd I had a thousand trars about vou :

your health was luy iiist care, and yet I thou^^ht,

that the gods must take care of Cato : hut I too f'enr-

tullv a|)])rehen(led that the wliole ehil) had (juite for-

gotten tlie most unwortliy meniher that ever entered

into their society. For, thougli you writ to others,

your liands were useless to me : and of* all our little

set none remained unblessed but myself; but as your

letter has made me full amends for everything be-

side, I nuist be lavish in my thanks.

I am apt to believe that I really died on the road,

as it was reported : for I am certainly not the same

creature 1 once was ; for I have grown fonder of

reading, than of any other amusement, and except

when health calls mc on horseback, I find my only

iovs at home. But mv life indeed has received i>reat

addition in its pleasures, by jNIrs llooke's being so

good to come down to me ; she has all the qualities

that can make an agreeable companion and friend ;

we live together without form, but have all the com-

placence lor each otiier that true friendship inspires.

You are sensible that two people cannot ahvays like

the same thing : this we make easy, by following our

inclinations ; for if she likes to walk, she walks, and

T do whatever 1 like better. Would to (iod you

were with us to complete our happiness. I had a

letter from Mrs Cleland to in([uire about you ; she

says, she hears you are coming to England ; surely,

if you were, you would tell me so ; for few things in

life could give me more true delight than the sight

of you.

You are extremely good to enter into my aflairs ;

all marks you give me of your friendship, increase
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mv estetMU for vou, and luakr iiic bear the coninion

rubs of life with patience. 1 have really been ottcn

tempted tn let \on \utn all my secrets; but the

tluni'dit that vou onlv could receive uneasiness from

them, and that even vour advice could not remove

the least painful of them, hindered me liom it ; for

to those 1 best love I still remain upon these heads

reserved. Indeed the cause of my complaints is of

such a nature, that it cannot well be told. The un-

hap])v life of a near relation nuist give one a pain in

the verv repeating it, that cannot be described.* For

surclv to be the daughter of a Colonel Chartres, must,

to a rational being, give the greatest anxiety ; for

who would have a father at seventy publicly tried

tor an attempt of a rape ? Such a Didcinea del To-

bo.so is shocking, I think. For if a man must do

wrong, he should aim a little higher than the enjoy-

ment of a kitchen-maid, that he finds obstinately vir-

tuous. In short, dear Sir, I have been fool enough

to let such things make an im))ression on me, which,

spite of a good constitutioii, much spirits, and using

a great deal of exercise, has brought me to what 1

am. Were I without a mother, (I mean, had I lost

her in my infancy, and not known her goodness,) 1

could still better have borne the steps that were ta-

ken ; but while I saw how lavish he was upon his

dirty wenches, I had frequent accounts that my

• The young lady alludes to the miscoiulurt of lier father. Mr
Kelly was an Iri.sh gentleman of |)roj)ertv, and remarkai)le as having

been iinprisone<l on account of a Jacohite plot. It would seem he

wa.H attarheil to low intrigues and dissipation.
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mother was half-starveil al)nKicl. She hrouglit hi in

sixteen thousand jjouiuIs I'urtune, and having borne

severe usai^e for near twenty years, had resolution

enough to ])art with him, and ehose to take two hun-

dred ami litty pounds j)(r (uniiim separate mainte-

nance, rather tlian bear any longer : and as she could

not live here upon such an income, she has banished

herself, and lives retired in a country town in r'rance.

—His late letters to me have been kind, and hitherto

he has supplied me well ; but in his last he tells me
he shall not see me till Scptend)er.

AN'hat you say is perfectly rii;ht, and I ])ro])ose re-

turning to the club as soon as my health will permit

me ; but how long this may prove I know not ; for

I must still ])ursue this cruel god* that Hies me.

1 shall go from hence, I believe, in a week ; for

Lane only pours down medicines for the sake of the

apothecary, and though he reaps the benefit of them,

1 receive none : and as he has not allowed me to

drink the waters these three weeks, I can have no

business here ; so shall follow HoUing's advice, and

remove to Kensington or Ham})stead with the ut-

most expedition ; therefore, I nuist beg the favour

of you to enclose your letters for me to William Cle-

land, Esq. commissioner of taxes, in St Stephen's

Court, Westminster. I have disobeyed orders in

writing so long a letter ; but 1 will not do this attain :

SO now be so good to excuse the tediousness of, Sir,

your most obliged and most faithful humble servant,

F. A. Kelly.

The God of Health, |>oeticallv expressed.—D. S.
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A\'rite to mens often as von can. and make mv com-

pliments to all friends.

Mrs Pendarves is gone down with T^ady Weymouth,
whose fortune was five thousand pounds, and has

for jointure two thousand five huiulred a-vear, and

five hundred a-year pin-money.

FlUlAf T.ADY l^ETTY GERMAIN.

Knowlc, .lulyf), 1733.

" Now," says Paryo)) Swiff* " what the devil

makes this woman write to me with this filthy white

ink ? I cannot read a word of it, without more trou-

ble than her silly scribble is worth."—" A\^hy," say

I again, " ay, it is the women are always accused of

having bad writing; implements : l)ut, to my comfort

be it spoke, this is his grace my lord-lieutenant's ink."

My bureau at London is so well furnished, and his

grace and his secretar}^ make so much use of it, that

they are often obliged to give me half-a-crown, that

I may not run out my estate in pa])er. It is very

happy when a go-between pleases both sides, and I

• This ij< the name by which Lafly Betty distin^Miislics tlie Dean,

in the stanza which she inserted in liis ballafl on The (Jame of Traf-

fic We hare already remarked, tliat in rno«t r»f her letters there

ocoir allusions to the poems which Swift wrote while he resided as

chaplain with her father, Lord Bf-rkelev.
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am very well pleased with my ofliee ; lor his grace

is delighted, that it was in his power to oblige you.

So trcvc dc vowpVtmcnt. Since I have declared my
])assion against a bishop and a ])ars()n, it is but lair I

siionld tell you the story, whether you care to hear

it or not : but if you do not, 1 give you leave not to

mind it, for now it is over, 1 am calm \vi\x\\\

As to the bisho]), I know neither his principles nor

his parts, but his diocese is Peterborough ; and having

a small ])ark in Northamptonshire, which I had a

mind to increase by a small addition, to make my
house stand in the middle of it. Three shillin<fs and

sixpence worth of land, at the largest computation, be-

longs to the church ; for which my old parson (who

Hatters me black and blue, when he comes for a Sun-

day-dinner, and says he loves me better than anvbody

in the world) has made me give him up, in lieu of that

land, a house and ground that lets for 40s. a-y ear, and is

hardlv content with that, but reckons it a vast favour.

And the bishoj) has put me to ten times more charge

than it is worth, by sending commissioners to view

it, and making me give petitions, and dancing me
through his court ; besides a great dinner to his nasty

people. Now, am I not in the right to be angry ?

But perhaps you will say, if I will have my fancies,

I must ])ay for them ; so I will say no more about

it. 1 hear poor ^Irs Kelly is not near so well as she

says ; and a gentleman that came from Bristol, says

she looks dreadfully, and fears it is almost over with

her, and that no mortal could know her ; so ends

youth and beauty I That is such a moral reflection,

that lest it should make you melancholy, I will tell

you something to please you. Your old friend Mrs
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Floyd is perfectly recovered. I think 1 liave not

seen her so well this ixrcat while ; hut winter is al-

ways luT bane, so 1 shall live in dread ol' that.

In vour next, I desire to know what 1 am in vour

debt Ibr my sister's monument. Adieu, my dear,

good, old, and well-beloved friend.

FROM MRS PENDARVES.

Gloucester, July 21, 1733.

Sir,

May 1 say, without offending you, that I was over-

joyed at the honour you did me in answering my let-

ter ? and do not call me formal, when I assure you,

that I think myself made happy by such a distinc-

tion. It was stupidity in me not to let you know
where to address to me, but I do not repent of it; I

have by that means tried your zeal ; but I am afraid

your good-breeding, more than your inclination, j3ro-

cured me that favour. I am resolved to be even with

you for what you say about my writing, and will write

henceforward to you as carelessly as I can ; if it is

not legible, thank yourself. I do not wonder at the

envy of the ladies, when you are pleased to speak of

me with some regard ; I give them leave to exercise

their malice on an occasion that does me so much ho-

nour. I protest I am not afraid of you, and would

appear quite natural to you, in hopes of your reward-

ing my openness and sincerity by correcting what
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you disapprove of. And siiico I have not now an op-

portunity of rcccivini; your favoiu's of i)'uKlun«r and

hiatini;, make uic amends hy ciiidinir nic for every

word that is false spelt, and lor my bad English
; you

see what you arc like to suffer. If this promises you
too much trouble, do not ^ive me so much encou-

ra<rement in vour next letter : for u])on something

in your last, I have almost persuaded myself, that by

vour assistance, and mv own earnest desire, I may in

time become worthy of your care. \'anitv stands at

my elbow all this while, and animates me by a thou-

sand agreeable promises; ^vithout her encourage-

ment I should never have ))resumed to correspond

with the Dean of St Patrick's. Some say, she is a

mischievous companion ; I swear she is a pleasant

one : you must not be angry with me for keeping

her company ; fori had very little acquaintance with

her till 1 had received some marks of your favour.

I received your letter but a little while before I

left London : I attended T^ord and Lady AVeymouth
down to Long-Leat, and left them with a ])rospect

of as much happiness as matrimony can give ; they

are pleased with one another at present, and 1 hope

that will continue. My I^ord and I^ady Carteret are

both satisfied with the disposal of their daughter in

so advantageous a station. Common report wrongs

my Lord W^eymouth ; for which reason, as I am his

friend, I must tell you his good (jualities : he has ho-

nour and oood nature, and does not want for sense;

he loves the country, and inclines a little too much
to his stable and dog-kennel; but he keeps a very

hospitable good house, and is always ready to relieve

those in distress ; his lady Dr Delany can give you
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a character of, and is wliat 1 l)elicveyoii will approve

of. I came from Lonix-lA^it last Saturday, and am
now at (Gloucester with my mother and sister. My
Lord Bathnrst was here about a fbrtnifrht ago ; I was

sorr\ to miss of him : I have a double reason for li-

king Ins company. He has made me ])romise to ])ay

him a visit at Oakly \N'ood, which 1 certainly will do

;

I shall with great resignation submit to any pimish-

ment von convey through his hands. 1 wish you

could make your words good, and that 1 was a sor-

ceress : I should then set all my charms to work to

bring you to England, and should expect a general

thanksgiving for em})loying my spells to so good a

purpose. The syren has lately been at Oxford ; we
parted very unwillingly ; she is extremely obliged to

you for remembering her so favourably. I am glad

Wr Donnellan pleases you ; I know he has a high va-

lue for you, and I agree with you in thinking him a

most deserving young man. ]\Iy Lord Lansdown is

much at vour service, laments the days that are past,

and we constantly drink your health in champaign,

clear as your thoughts, sparkling as your wit. Lord

and Lady Carteret, and my Lady Worsley, all talk

kindlv of you, and join their wishes to mine for your

coming among us. I request it of you to make my
humble service acceptable to those friends of yours

that are so good as to remember me. I am, Sir, your

most obliged and faithful humble servant,

.M. Pkndarves.

Be pleased to direct for me at Mrs Granville's, Glou-

cester.

5
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TO TIIK lUSHOP OF CLOrTlIER*

July, IT.'i.^

My Lord,

1 HAVE been often told, by some of our common
acquaintance, that you have sometimes expressed

your wonder, tliat I never waited on you for some

years past, as 1 used to do for many years before ; and

that you could not guess the reason, because, to your

knowledge, vou never once disobliged me. As no-

thing is more common than dr()p[)ing ac([uaintance

by the usual occurrences of life, without any fault on

either side, I never intended to say or think anything

of the matter, until a late proceeding of yours, which

no way relates to me, ])ut me upon a desire of find-

ing matter to justify you to your friends here, as well

as to myself; because I always wished you well, and

because I have been more than once instrumental to

your service. When I first came acquainted with

you, we were both private clergymen in a neighbour-

hood
;
you were afterwards chancellor of St Patrick's

;

then was chosen dean, in which election I was the

most busy of all your solicitors. When the compro-

mise was made between the government and you, to

• Dr John Sterne. The Journal to Stella bears witness to the

former intimacy Ix'tween him and Swift, and indeed Sterne's promo-

tion to the bishopric of Clogher to<»k place in «»rder to facilitate that

of the latter to the deanery of St Patrick's, as is hinted at in this

letter.

VOL. XVIII. K



141) EFI8TOLARY c'OHRl.srONDENCR.

make you easy, ami Dr Syntj^c chancellor, you abso-

solutclv ami frequently ])roinise(l to give nie tiic cu-

racy of St Nicholas Without : but you thouglit lit,

by concert with the archbishop, to liold it yourself,

and a|)])lv tlie revenue to build am^ther church
;

aLrainst which it became mc to say nothing, being a

party concerned and injured ; although it was gene-

i*allv thought by others, as well as myself, that it was

an ill and dangerous precedent, to build a church

with the revenue of the minister. I desire no thanks

for being instrumental in your next promotion ; be-

cause, as things then stood, I consulted my own ad-

vantage. However, upon the queen's death, when I

had done for ever with courts, I returned to reside at

my post, yet with some kind of hopes of getting some

credit with you ; very unwisely : because, u])on the

allair of St Nicholas, I had told you frankly, that

I would always respect you, but never hope for the

least friendship from you. But, trying to forget all

former treatment, I came like others to your house

;

and since you were a bishop, have once or twice re-

commended persons to you, who were no relations or

friends of mine, but merely for their general good

character : which availed so little, that those very

persons had the greatest share of your neglect. I then

gave over all thoughts of being instrumental to place

merit and virtue under your protection by my re-

commendations ; and, as I was ever averse from ming-

ling with multitudes and strangers, I forbore by de-

grees to be a partaker of your hospitality, rather than

purchase a share of it at so dear a rate. This is the

history of my conduct with regard to your lordship :

and it is now a great comfort to me, that I acted in
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this manner ; for (Otherwise, wlien those two abomi-

nable bills, for enslavinL^ and l)e<^irarin^ the eler^y,*

(which took their birth from hell,) were upon the an-

vil, if T had found your lordship's name amonf^ the

bishops who would have turned them into a law, I

might have l>een aj)t to discover such marks of indig-

nation, liorror, and despair, both in words and deport-

ment, as would have ill become me to a person of your

station : for, I call God to witness, that I did then,

and do now, and shall for ever, firmly believe, that

c\ery bishop, who gave his vote for either of these

bills, did it with no other view (bating farther promo-

tion) than a ])remeditated design, from the s])irit of

ambition, and love of arbitrary power, to make the

wdiole body of the clergy their slaves and vassals, un-

til the day of judgment, under the load of ])overty

and contempt. I have no room for more charitable

thoughts, except for those who will answer now, as

they must at that dreadful day, that what they did

was out of perfect ignorance, want of consideration,

hope of future promotion, (an argument not to be

conquered,) or the persuasion of cunninger brethren

than themselves ; when I saw a bishop, whom I had

* One of tliesc two bills, ros|>octiii^ whicli the Dean expresses liini-

sclf with such intemperate zeal, Mas intended to give the bishops

power to oblige tlie nmntry clergy to build mansion-houses u|K)n the

glebes; the other authorised the bishops to sulxlivide parishes into

as many parcels as they sliould think tit. Swift considered lx>th th&se

bills as calculated to give the bishops an undue and tyrannical power

over the body of the clergy. He opposed them vehemently, in a

tract entitled, " Considerations uj>on two bills relating to the Clergy."

See vol. VIII. p. 318. The bills were thrown out by tlie House of

Commons.
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known so nianv years, fall into tlio same stinre, which

word 1 use in j)artiality to your lortLshi|). Ui)on this

open avowed atteni]it, in almost the whole bench, to

destroy the church. I resohcd to haye no more com-

merce with persons of such ])rt)(lii;ious grandeur, who,

I feared, in a little time, would expect me to kiss their

slipper. Tt is happy for me tiiat T know the persons

of yery few hishoi^s ; and it is my constant rule, ne-

yer to look into a coach : by which I avoid the terror

that such a sight would strike me with.*

In the begiiniing of my letter, T told your lordship

of a desire to know the jiarticulars of a late proceed-

in<% which is in the mouths of many among your ac-

quaintance ; from some of whom I received the fol-

lowing account : That you have the great tithes of

two livings in your diocese, which were let to some

fiuiatic knight, whose name I forget. It seems you

felt the beginning of a good motion in yourself, which

was to give up those tithes to the two incumbents,

(the fanatic's lease being near out,) either for a very

small reserved rent, or entirely, ])royided you could

do so without lessening the revenue of the see. And
the condition was, that your tenants among them

should raise the rents one hundred and fifty pounds,

which was what the fanatic paid you for both the said

parishes. It is affirmed, that Sir Ralph Gore, one of

your tenants, much ap])roying so generous a propo-

sal, engaged to prevail on the tenants to agree, and

offered a large advancement of his own part. The
matter was thus fixed, when suddenly you changed

• See his }>oerii ou the Iribh liisliops, vol. VII.
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your niiiid, aiul renewed tlie lease to the same lunatic

for three hundred pounds fine. The reasons of this

sin^aihir aetion are said to l)e two : the first is, that

you deelared you wanted power to resist tlie tenij)ta-

tion of such aline; the other, that you were dissua-

ded from it by some of your bretliren, as an example
very dantj^erous, and of ill consequence, if it should be

followed by others.* This last 1 do not in the least

wonder at, because such advice is of the same leaven

with the two enslaving and beogarin^ bills, I profess

to your lordship, that I have no other motive in de-

sirintr to be satisfied upon this point, than a resolution

to justify you to the world, as far as the truth will

give me power. I am, kc.

TO MRS C/ESAli.t

Madam,
Among a few little vexations, such as beggary,

slavery, corruption, ignorance, want of friends, faction,

oppression, and some other trifles of the like nature,

that we philosophers ought to despise, two or three

ladies of long acquaintance, and at a great distance.

• Notwitlistandiii^ the unconciliatury tone of this letter, the Hi-

shop of Clogher, in a reply dated 2oth June, 1734, refers to it in a

moderate and i'ood-humoured manner.

+ Miss Long, married to Charles Caesar, Esq. mcmlx?r for Hert-

ford.
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arc still so kind as to remember me ; and I was always

proiitl, and ])leased to a ir\\\\t degree, that you hap-

pened to he one, sinee constancy is, 1 think, at least

as seldom found in friendship as in love. Mrs Bar-

Ix^r, when T sec her, is always telling mc wonders of

the continual favours you have conferred on her, and

that, without your interposition, the success of her

errand would have been hardly worth the journey :

and I must bear the load of this obligation, without

the least possibility of ever returning it, otherwise

than my best wishes for the prosperity and health of

you and your family ; for, in spite of all your good

words, I am the most insignificant man of this most

insignificant country. I have been tied by the leg

(without being married) for ten months past, by an

unlucky strain, which prevented the honour and hap-

piness I pro})osed to myself of waiting on you often

during this last summer ; and another year at my pe-

riod of life is like an inch in a man's nose: yet I flat-

ter myself that next spring I may take one voyage

more, when you will see me altered in every disposi-

tion of body and mind, exce])t in my respects for you

and all that belong to you. Tiiere is one part of Mr
Pope's compliment which I cannot make you, for I

could not with the strictest search find one letter too

many in any of your words, although I found a

thousand words too few in your letter ; therefore I

accepted and understood it only as a billet just writ,

wliije Mrs Ikrber stood by in her hood and scarf, just

ready to take her leave and begin her journey ; and

what is worse, I suspect that she was forced to solicit

you long, because she wanted a certificate under your

hand to convince me that she was not an impostor.
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I will not say one word in Mrs Burbui's bcliair, tor

she will always continue to deserve your protection,

and tiicrctbre she may be sure you will always con-

tinue to give it her.

I hope Mr Cicsar is in o(X)d liealth, and desire lie

will accept the oflcr of my most humble service, with

my hearty wishes lor your whole family.

I am, w^th true respect. Madam,
Your most obedient,' and

most humble servant,

Jon. Swij t.

TO TFIE SAME.

Uubliii, July 30, 1733.

Madam,
1 COULD not let Mrs Barber leave us for good and

all, without honouring her with the carriage of a let-

ter from your old humble and constant lover : she

hath been afHicted with so many repetitions of the

gout, that her limbs are much weakened, and her spi-

rits sunk ; neither can I well blame her, considering

her grand affair of subscriptions must needs have

slackened in her absence. Neither could she be in

much disposition to increase her volumes, for health

and good-humour are two ingredients absolutely ne-

cessary in the poetical trade ; but, 1 hope, your coun-

tenance and protection will recover her spirits, and

her hopes, and her genius. I imagine she looks on you
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asher chief pntroncss ; because, alt lu)iijj;h shchc abiiii-

ilantly ij^ratet'iil to all iier ])n)tectors, yet 1 observe

your name most often in her mouth. 1 w isli it were

in my j)o\ver to take the same journey ; but neitlier

my health, nor the bad state of my private affairs, will

give me power or leave ; I cannot make shift, nor

bear latiijueas 1 used to do. To live in Kn^land half

as tolerably a,s 1 do here, would ruin nie. 1 must

have two servants and three horses, and dare drink no-

thiiii; but wine ; and my raj^^ed church rents would

never be ])aid in my absence. My Lord Holingbroke

and Mr l*ope press me with many kind invitations,

but the former is too much a philoso])her ; he dines

at six in the evening, after studying all the morning

until the afternoc^n : and when he hath dined, to his

studies again. ^Ir Pope can neither eat nor drink,

loves to be alone, and hath always some poetical

scheme in his head. Thus the two best companions

and fricnds^I ever had, have utterly discjualified them-

selves for my conversation, and my way of living.

Mr Pope, who had often promised to pass a simimcr

season with me here, if he outlived his mother, vSoon

after death waived the fairest opportunity of j)erfurm-

ing his promise two months ago, of coming over with

ease, and in com|)anv of Dean Cotterel and his sister;

he said, we should kill him with eating and drink-

ing.* 1 had a very convenient apartment for him in

the deanery-house : he would have all the civilities of

this town ; and Mrs ]iarber will tell you that we ne-

ver want a dozen or more of very valuable persons.

Thia hint the Dean appears not to have taken very kindly.
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and of both sexes, with w hoiii to converse ; 1 cliid

him souiully in my last letter tor his want of frieiid-

shi|) or resolution. \'oii see, madam, I am lull of

talk ; but you are to blame, for 1 imagine mysell in

your company, which is indeed no <;rcat compliment

;

and, upon second thou«^hts, it is not true, for I should

hv nuieh better pleased to be your hearer. However,

I should certainly ask you a thousand questions, con-

ceniinir yourself and Mr Ca?sar, and your whole fa-

mily. I have received so nnich friendship and so

many civilities from you both, that 1 shall ever own

my obligations; which are much increased by Mrs
15arber\s feedini^ my vanity, with telling me that you

did not receive her worse for her bein<r recommenil-

ed by me : yet, I confess, her expressions were in

somewhat stronger terms. Pray God bless you and

your family. I desire you will present my most

humble service to Mr Ciesar.

I am, with the greatest respect, madam.
Your most obedient, and

most obliged luunble servant,

Jon. Swift.

TO THE KKrHT HON. JOHN HAUHKH,
LOUD MAYOU OF LONDON.

July. 1733.

My Loud,
Although I never read news, I often hear of

your lordship s actions and speeches, particularly your
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aiul the citv address to the House of Commons, for

throwing out tiiat excerahle hill of excise, and your

defence of tlie citv, in the answer you t^^ive to the re-

cx)rder on the suhject of riots.* I hope you w ill al-

ways renieniher that you learnt these honest princi-

ples under an honest ministry, and in what has been

since called the worst of times, which 1 })ray God we
minht live to see ajxain. Our friend Mrs Harber is re-

covering of her ixout, and intends in a few w^eks to

return to London. My Lord Orrery, although almost

a stranger to her, and very much embroiled in his af-

fairs by a most villainous agent, has been extremely

generous to her, in easing her of one part of her load :

and I hope, by the success of her poems, she will be

made tolerably easy and independent, as she well de-

serves for her virtue and good sense. My Lord Or-

rer}^ is the delight of us all. lUit we wish him hang-

ed for coming among us, since he cannot stay with

us. Your chaplain wTites to me very seldom, and I

never can get him to answer me how he lives ; I gave

him credit upon a friend in I^ondon for any small

sums ofmoney, which 1 lind he has received most of;

so that I am afraid his salary, perquisites, or fees, or

w hatcver else he is to live by, is not to come in till the

end of his office. I hope he continues to behave him-

self well ; and, indued, I think him a very valuable

young man. As to myself, my private affairs are in

so ill a posture, and my head so disordered by returns

* Mr BarlMjr, during Iiis mayoralty, was active in cncoura^iiif^ the

opposition, generally excited through England, by Sir ItolKTt Wal-

poIc'& excise scheme.
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of niy old giddiness, that I cannot yet venture to take

those journeys that I used to make nothing of, and

God knows whetlier I shall he able to dine with your

lordship in your mayoralty. Doctor Delany lives

very happily and hospitably, entertains his old friends,

and has nothing to light with but envy, which he de-

spises, and does not in the least deserve, but by those

from whom it is a blessing. I think I have named
all your acquaintance here ; and I presume you will

hardly trouble yourself to acquire more.

Your lordshij) hatii now got over more than half

your dilliculties. I doubt not but you will finish the

rest with ecjual reputation, so that the year of your

mayoralty will be long remembered with honour.

I must desire leave to tell your lordship, that I have

not kno\vn a more bashful, modest person than Mrs
Barber, nor one who is less likely to ply her friends,

patrons, or protectors, for any favour, or is more
thankful for the smallest.* Therefore I hope you will

continue to do her any good office that lies in your

way, without trouble to yourself. And among other

things, I desire you will advise her to be more thrifty ;

for she carries her liberality as much too high, as our

friend Sir Gilbert did his avarice. I thought I did a

fine thing to subscribe for ten copies of her poems

;

and she contrived to send me presents that, in my
conscience, are worth more than the money I sub-

scribed.

Having not heard lately of your being ill, I hope

In a preceding letter, Mr Barber liad expressed some fears that

this lady would stick herself upon him in the q^uality of a relation,

by virtue of bcai-ing the same surname.
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yoii have recovered youv health entirely ; and I pray

Ciod preserve it.

I am, with true res])ect, my Lord,

Your lordship's most obedient

lunnhle servant,

Jon. Swift.

FROM THE LORD MAYOR OF LONDON.

Goldsmitlis' Hall, Aug. 6, 1733,

Sir,

I THANK you heartily for your kind and affection-

ate letter, and I beg your pardon for not answering

it sooner.

I agree with you, that I had the happiness of learn-

ing honest principles early, from a set of great men,

who will ever be an honour and an ornament to their

country ; and it is my greatest glory, that in the late

affair of the Excise Bill (though I did nothing but

my duty, and what every honest man in my station

would have done) I acted consistent with those ho-

nest principles, and that my enemies, as well as friends,

have generally approved my conduct. And believe

me, sir, I speak it with great sincerity, that when I

consider how sparingly you and some other friends

have ever been of your praises, your approbation af-

fords me the greatest pleasure imaginable, as it gives

me that inward peace of mind, which the whole world

could not purchase.
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Mv I^ord Orrery's amiable ([iialities must make

him the deHght of all with you, as he is truly so with

us ; and when he comes over, " your loss will be our

gain," as the proverb says.

I know nothinn: of Mr Pilkinnton's affairs or ex-

penses ; what the city allows him is never paid till

the end of the year ; I have presented him, at twice,

with forty pounds, which I design to make fifty ;

which sum has but one precedent: generally they

liave but thirty of the mayor. His behaviour is very

well, and he is oenerallv esteemed.

I shall have great regard to your recommendations

in favour of Mrs Barber, and shall not fail of doin<r

her any service in my power. I have been thought

to be a lucky man ; but this year fortune has been

my foe, for I have had no death happened in my year

(a fiddler excepted) yet, nor have made 500/. in all.

But my friends say, it is made up in fame.

I am very sorry your ill health continues ; for I

flattered myself with being very happy with you and

some friends, on the important subject of the Cap of

Maintenance, Custard, the Sword, and many other

laudable things in the lord mayor's house ; and yet

I hope to have that felicity, for there are three months
to come ; and who knows what may happen in that

time? Nay, 1 do not despair of seeing you settled

with your friends here, before we are many years

older. Do not start ! stranger things have happened

very lately.

I was lately honoured at dinner with the Lords

Bolingbroke, Carteret, AVinchelsea, Gower, and Mr
Pulteney : and among other things your name was
mentioned, and Lord Carteret instantly toasted your
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health ; and you were the subject of conversation for

an hour. I shewed them your letter. I dare not men-
tion what passed, because I know I shall offend your

modesty ; only one thing I will venture to repeat,

" that they all swore, that if ever the wind should

change, they would not long be deprived of the great-

est genius of the age." The conversation turning on
another subject. Lord Carteret pulled me to the win-

dow, and bade me tell you, that he loved and honour-

ed you, and so you should find on all occasions, and
that he toasted your health. This is literally true,

upon the honour of a

I dined yesterday with Lord Bolingbroke only ;

he complains you do not write to him : he is well.

They say you are making interest for my brother

of Dublin to be member of parliament
;
pray come

over, and do the same for me, and have the credit of

both. My brother behaves himself well,* I hear; if it

is proper, my service to him.

What you tell Mr Pilkington of my speaking dis-

respectfully of the Irish is false and scandalous : I ne-

ver used such an expression in my life ; I appeal to

all my acquaintance. I love the Irish.

IVay God restore your health ; and believe me al-

ways, with gratitude.

Your most obedient humble servant,

John Barber.

* The lord-mayor of Dulilin, to whom Swift addresses his trans-

lation of the epistle of Horace.
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FROINI MISS KP:LLY.

London, Allf^ust 12, 1733.

I AM truly sorry, my dear Sir, that I have not

heard from you so long ; but am much more con-

cerned with Barber's account of your being not as

well as I wish you. For God's sake, try the change

of air, and let not any other attachment than your

health employ your thoughts. Consider how dear

you are to your friends ; but if that won't do, let

the detestation you must feel, from giving pleasure

to the unworthy, make you careful of yourself In-

deed I should be glad to make you sensible, that

you are valued by all that have a taste for merit

;

and I should be very much pleased, if you would

think you owe so much to them, that you would,

for their sakes, preserve yourself Believe me, Sir,

illness is not to be trifled with : I can speak on this

subject as an experienced person ; and I earnestly en-

treat you to take remedies in time. Forgive my im-

pertinence, and be assured that none is more truly

zealous for your welfare, than your

F. A. Kelly.
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TO THE EAUl. OF ORRKRY.

DiiMin, An^. 20, 1733.

My I^ORD,

I i.ATKi.Y received a letter from Mrs I^irbcr,

wherein she desires my opinion about dedicating her

poems to your lordship ; and seems in pain to know
how far she may be allowed to draw your character,

wliic'h is a right claimed by all dedicators : and she

thinks this the more incumbent on her, from the sur-

prising instances of your generosity and favour that

she has already received, and which she has been so

unfashionable to publish wherever she goes. This

makes her apj)rehend, that all she can say to your

lordship's advantage, will be interpreted as the mere

effect of flattery, under the style and title of grati-

tude.

I sent her word, that I could be of no service to

her upon this article : yet I confess, my lord, that

all those who are thoroughly accpiainted with her,

will impute her encomimns to a sincere, but over-

flowing spirit of thankfuhiess, as well as to the hum-
ble opinion she has of herself: Although the world

in general may possibly continue in its usual sen-

timents, and list her in the connnon herd of dedi-

cators.

Therefore, upon the most mature deliberation, I

concluded that the ofTice of setting out your lord-
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ship's character, will not come properly from her p«n,

for her own reasons : T mean the «;rcat favours you

iia\e already eonlerretl on lier ; and (iod forbid, that

vour eliaraeter sliould not have a much stronger sup-

port. Vou are hourly gaining tlie love, esteeui, aiid

respect of wise and good men : and in duo time, if

^Irs l^arher can have hut a little patience, you will

hrin«: them all over, in both kiniidoms, to a man : I

contest the number is not great ; but that is not your

lordship's fault, and therefore, in reason, you ought

to be contented.

I guess the topics she intends to insist on ; your

learning, your genius, your ail'ability, generosity, the

love vou bear to your native country, and vour com-

passion for this : the goodness of your nature, your

humility, modesty, and condescension ; your most

agreeable conversation, suited to all tempers, condi-

tions, and understandings : perhaps she may be so

weak as to add the regularity of your life ; that you

believe a Ciod and rro.idence; that you are a firm

Christian, according to the doctrine of the church es-

tablished in both kinjjdoms.

These, and other topics, I imagine Mrs J>arber de-

signs to insist on, in the dedication of her poems to

your lordship; but I think she will better shew her

prudence by omitting them all. ^Vnd yet, my lord,

I cannot disapprove of her ambition, so justly ])laced

in the choice of a patron ; and at the same time de-

clare my opinion, that she deserves your protection

on account of her wit and good sense, as well as of

her hun^ilitv, her <:ratitude, and many other virtues.

1 have read most of her poems ; and believe your lord-

VOL. XVITT. Is
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slup will observe, thai ihcy generally contain sonic-

thing new nnd iisofnK tending to tlir reproof of some

vice or \o\\\\ or rccoinnuMuling some virtne. She nc*-

ver writes on a siibiivt with ironeral imconiuTtc'd to-

pics, but always with a scheme and niclhod driving

to some particidar end ; wherein many writers in

verse, and of some distinction, are so often known to

fail. In short, she seems to have a trne poetical ge-

nius, better cultivated than could well be expected,

either from her sex, or the scene she has acted in, as

the wife of a citizen : yet I am assured, that no wo-

man was ever more useful to her husband in the way

of his business.* Poetry has only been her favourite

amusement ; for which she has one qualification, that

I wish all good poets possessed a share of, I mean,

that she is ready to take advice, and submit to have

her verses corrected by those who are generally al-

lowed to be the best judges.

I have, at her entreaty, suffered her to take a copy

of this letter, and given her the liberty to make it

public : for which T ought to desire your lordship's

pardon : but she was of opinion it might do her some
service, and therefore I complied. I am, my Lord,

w ith the truest esteem and respect,

Your lordship's most obedient servant,

Jon. Swii't.

• H»T hunliand \r.'u«< a wfK>Il<Ti-<lrajK'r, and ajiparontly needed Huch

an }ip|prnat€, if wc may jtidgv from thr (•h\riu:ter Jicstouod on him as

a tradesman, by Lady Betty Germain, \'r»l. XVII. j.. KK;.
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TO MKS DINCiLKV*

We<lnestl:'.v, Au<ni^t 'iQ, 17.S3.

If you are disponed to be easy and cheerful, 1 will

send something for dinner to your lodgings, and eat

it witli you and Mrs Uidgeway ;f with a bottle of

• The Do.in us<m1 constantly to visit Mrs Hin^^Iey ; but in siirh

a manner, lis to prevent her U'ing at any exjK'nse in providing en-

tertainments.—F.

+ Mrs Dini^ley's liKlgini^s were in Clrafton Street, Diildin, at the

hou>e of a daii^'liter of his ohl housekeejKT, Mrs Brent, wife to aii

idle sjH'ndthrift, one Ridgcway, a ciibinet-maker ; for the relief of

whose necessities she was once alxnit selling an annuity of 20/. a-year,

that had l^een IxKjueathed to her for life by her late mistress. Lady

Newtown. The Dean, uj)on hearing of such a de>ign, commiserated

her caiie, and paid down the sum agreed for as the purch:ise, retiiin-

iug it in his own jwwer ; then paid the annuity to lier every year,

as if it had l)een received from Ladv Newtown's executors ; and af-

terwards lx;<pieathed it to her, which she enjoyed till her death,

which hapjH'ne<l Oct. 1(), 177%. For her better encouragement to

take more th.ui ordinary care of him in that illness which lie always

dreaded, and foresaw as plainly as he would a coming shower, he left

her 1(K)/. more. But, tn bind lier mf)re strongly to her duty still,

after he had settled all his affairs by a htst will, he signe<l a Ixind and

warrant for a farther sum of 300/. ; observing, at the same time, " It

may be, the jade will hereafter demand interest u|Kin this bf»n<l,

though only intendtnl as an additional leg:icy." l'|K)n which she de-

chired, she never would do so, and wondered tliat the Dean could

suspect her of it. Howe\'er, his conjecture provetl true in the end : for

she after^vard intermarried with an avaricious man, one Henry Land,



16-^ KriSTOl.AUV I OllRKSl'ONDI.XCE.

\v\m\ and brrad. S}u\ik freely, and send mc word.

But Mrs Uid^eway shall take all tlie eare upon her.

If you do like this ])r(>])osal, send word. I would dine

a little after two.

FROM MR rOPE.

Sept. 1, 1733.

I HAVE ever}' day wished to write to you, to say

a thousand things ; and yet I think I should not

have writ to vou now, if I was not sick of writinfj

anything, sick of myself, and (what is worse) sick of

my friends too. The world is become too busy for

me ; everybody is so concerned for the public, that

all private enjoyments are lost, or disrelished. I write

more to shew you I am tired of this life, than to tell

you anything relating to it. I live as I did, I think

as I did, I love you as I did : but all these are to no

purpose : the world will not live, think, or love, as I

do. I am troubled for, and vexed at, all my friends

by turns. Here are some whom you love, and who

(whom the Dean had formerly aj)|Kjintffl s<xton of his catliedral, in

>i"hich office he had acquired some wealth,) who persuaded licr, in

1 7-*S, to join him in demanding 144/. for eight years' interest due on

the aaid bond, which wa8 paid along with the principal by the exe-

cutors; but she generously reniitte<i a small part, by way of bene-

faction to the Dean's Hospital.
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love you ; yet they reeeive no proofs of that .iffbc-

tion from you, and tliey 1^1 ve none of it to you. Tlicre

is a «;reat iiulf between. In earnest, I would iro a

tliousand miles by land to see you, but the sea 1

dread. JMy ailments are sueh, tiiat I really believe

a sea-siekness (considerint^ the ()pj)ression of colical

pains, and the great weakness of my breast) would
kill me : and if I did not die of that, I must of the

excessive eatin<T and drinking of your hospitable

town, and the exeessive fiattcry of your most poeti-

Cid country. I hate to be crammed either way. I^et

your hungry poets and your rhyming peers digest

it, I cannot. 1 like nuich better to be abused and

half-starved, than to be so overpraised and overfed.

Drown Ireland ! for having caught you, and for ha-

ving kept you : I only reserve a little charity for her

knowing your value, and esteeming you : you are the

oidy patriot I know, who is not hated for serving his

country. The uian who drewyour character, andprint-

ed it here, was not much in the w rong in many things

he said of you : yet he was a very impertinent fellow,

for saying them in words quite difterent from those

you had yourself employed before on the same sub-

ject : for surely to alter your words is to prejudice

them : and I have been told, that a man himself can

hardly say the same thing twice over with equal haj)pi-

ness : nature is so much a better thing than artifice.

I have written nothing this year : it is no affecta-

tion to tell you, my mother's loss has turned my
frame of thinkin<^. The habit of a whole life is a

stronger thing than all the reason in the world. I

know I ought to be easy, and to be free ; but I am
dejected, I am confined : mv whole amusement is in
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reviewing niv ]\ist life, not in layini;' plans for my
future. I wish you eareil as little for ])opular ap-

plause as I :* as little lor any nation in eontradis-

tinetion to others, as I ; and then 1 i'ancy, you that

are not afraid of the sea, you that are a stronger man
at sixty than ever I was at twenty, would come and

see several j)eople who are (at last) like the primitive

Christians, of one soul and of one mind. The day is

come, which I have often wished, but never thought

to see; when every mortal that I esteem is of the

same sentiment in politics and in religion.

Adieu. All you love are yours, but all are busy,

except (dear Sir) your sincere friend.

FROM MRS DONELLAN.

London, Sept. 22, 1 733.

Sir,

Knowing your great esteem and tenderness for

Miss Kelly, and that there is no one whom she has

so high an opinion of, or whose advice would sway

so much with her, I cannot forbear letting you know
my thoughts about her at this time ; that I think she

wants the assistance and counsel of her best and wi-

• " Tlie rest of his life," 8ay8 Johnson, " was sjKjnt in Ireland, in

a country to which not even power almost despotic, nor flattery al-

most idolatrous, could reconcile him."
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scst friend. As she has been so good to distinguish

me among her female ae(|uaintanee, and to shew

more eonlidenee than in any other, I tliink I ean bet-

ter tell her mind : but, as she has a natural closeness,

I judge chiefly by liints ; for 1 believe she does not

open herself entirely to any one. Her health I think

in a nmch worse way than when she came to Lon-

don : she has still a slow fever, a violent cough, great

and almost continual sickness in her stomach,* and

added to all these, a very great dejection of spirit ;

which last, 1 cannot but tiiink, proceeds in a good

measure from discontent and uneasiness of mind ;

and the ])hysicians are of the same o])inion. I have

endeavoured, by all the means 1 could think of, to

find out the cause, hoping, that if it were known, it

might, by the assistance of friends, be remedied. I

know wlien a young person shews any discontent,

])eople are apt to imagine there can be no cause for

it but a disappointment in love : I really think that

is not Miss Kelly's case : I have tried her to the ut-

termost on that subject, and I cannot find she has any

attachment to any particular person, but that the

whole world, except a few friends, is indiflerent to

her : but what I take her present uneasiness to pro-

ceed from, is the unkindness in general of her pa-

rents, and the fear of not being supported by her fa-

ther in the way she likes, and as her present bad state

of health indeed requires. She has a high spirit, and

cannot bear to be obliged to her friends, and she has

• Miss Kelly died the la.^t week in Octolxir, 1733. Sec a letter

from Mr Ford, ou 6th November.
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not boon niiicli used to manarrcmcnt. Slio is here in a

very expensive way, witli her sickness, licr servants,

and liorses ; and I believe she would be greatly mor-

tified, at\er ap]x*aring in this manner, to be obliged

to fall below it ; and at the same time she has reason

to fear, from her father's behaviour, that he thinks

little ol' her, and will not su})port her in it : she has

not heard from him these two months ; and the let-

ters she had from him at Bristol, were warnin^^ her

not to marrv without his consent, enjoining her not

to go to public places, and, above all, to spend little

money ; very odd subjects to one in her condition.

Now, what I would beg of you, sir, is to endeavour

to find out what are his resolutions in relation to her,

and if there be any that has an inlluence over him,

to get them to convince him, that his child's life is in

the greatest danger ; and then, perhai)s, he may not

think his time and money ill employed to save it. If

at the same time, sir, you would join your good ad-

vice to her, I believe it mi^ht be of great use, either

to make her bear, with less uneasiness, the ills of this

life, or, if it please God lo take her from us, to pre-

pare her for another, and a better. Her humour is

much changed ; her spirits are low: and upon every

little disaj)pointment, her passions rise high : you
know, sir, how best to apply to these. She is at

Hampstead quite alone ; and although her physicians

desire much she should come to town, she cannot be

prevailed on to think of it ; she desires to be alone

;

even Mrs Kooke and I, whom she calls her best

friends, are troublesome to her. I believe I need not

tell you, sir, that I desire this letter maybe a secret,

and especially to the person concerned. If you have
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aiivthinp; to tell me, that can he of use on tliis sub-

ject, and will lionour nic with your conunands, di-

rect, if you j)lease, lor me, under cover. To Mrs Anne
Shuttlewortli, at Mr Jourdain's, in Conduit Street.

I should be«^ pardon, sir, for troubling you with this

lontj^ letter ; but I hope my friendship to Miss Kel-

ly will be my excuse. 1 am sorry to write on so me-
lancholy a subject, and which I am sure must trive

you uneasiness ; but pleased with any o[)p()rtunity

of assuring you that I am, Sir, your very great ad-

mirer, and most obedient humble servant,

Anne Donellax.

FROM MRS PENDARVES.

Gloucester, Oct. 24, 1733.

Sir,

I CANNOT imagine how my Lord Orrery came by

my last letter to you ; I believe my good genius con-

veyed it into his hands, to make it of more conse-

quence to you : if it had that effect, 1 wish this may
meet with the sarr 2 fortune.

If I were writing to a common correspondent, 1

should now make a fine Hourish to excuse myself for

not sooner acknowledging the favour of your letter;

but I must deal plainly with you, sir, and tell you

(now do not be angry) that the fear of tiring you

stopped my hand. I value your corrcs])ondence so
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lii^-hlv, that 1 think of ovorv way that may preserve

it, ami one is, not to be too troublesome.

Now I eaimot ixuess how you will tak(^ this last

paragraph ; but if it makes me appear allected or

sillv. 1 will endeavour not to offend in the same

manner airain. Some mortifieation of that kind is

wanting to bring me to myself: your ways of ma-

king compliments are dangerous snares, and I do

not know how to guard against tlie ])leasure they

bring : to be remembered and regretted by you, are

lionours of a very delicate kind. I have been told,

that unexpected good fortune is harder to bear well

than adversity.

The cold weather, I suppose, has gathered toge-

ther Dr Delany's set : the next time you meet, may
I beg the favour to make my compliments accept-

able? 1 recollect no entertainment with so much
pleasure, as what I received from that company ; it

has made me very sincerely lament the many hours

of my life that I have lost in insignificant conversa-

tion.

I am very much concerned at the disorder you
complain of. I hope you submit to take proper care

of yourself ; and that the next account I have of your

health will be more to my satisfaction.

A few days before I had your last letter, my sister

and I made a visit to my Lord and Lady Bathurst

at Cirencester. Oakly Wood joins to his park ; the

grand avenue that goes from his house through his

park and wood is five miles long ; the whole contains

five thousand acres. We staid there a day and a

half: the wood is extremely improved since you saw

it ; and when the whole design is executed, it will
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be one of the finest places in Kntijland. My Lord
Hatluirst talked witli i^reat deliiiht of tlie ])leasure you
once <^ave him by sur})rising him in his wood, and

shewed me the house where you lodged. It has been

rebuilt ; for the day you left it, it fell to the ground ;

conscious of the honour it had received by entertain-

ing so illustrious a guest, it burst with pride. My
Lord Bathurst has greatly improved the wood house,

which you may remember but a cottage, not a bit

better than an Irish cabin. It is now a venerable

castle, and has been taken by an antiquarian for one

of King Arthur's, " with thicket overgrown grotesque

and wild." I endeavoured to sketch it out for you

;

but I have not skill enough to do it justice. My
Lord Bathurst was in great spirits ; and though sur-

rounded by candidates and voters against next par-

liament, made himself agreeable in spite of their cla-

mour : we did not forget to talk of Naboth's vine-

yard* and Delville.f I have not seen him since,

though he promised to return my visit.

All the beau monde flock to London to see her

royal highness 4: disposed of; while I prefer paying

my duty to my mother, and the conversation of a

country girl, my sister, to all the pomp and splendour

of the court. Is this virtue, or stupidity ? If I can

help it, I will not go to town till after Christmas. I

shall spend one month in my way to London at Long-

* Naboth's vineyard bclon^d to Dr Swift.—D. S.

+ Dr Delany's Iwautifiii villa, aljout a mile from Dublin.—D. .S.

X The late Princess of Orange.—D. S.
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Leat:* I hear that tlio yoiiiiL;" people tiicre arc very

hap])y.

It is a little unreasonable tor nie to beixin a fourth

page ; but it is a hiud task to retire from the com-

pany one likes best. I am. Sir, your most obliged

and taithl'ul humble servant,

M. Tknoarves.

FROM THE DUCHESS OF QUEENS-
BEKRY.

Anipslniry, Nov. 3, 1733.

Dear Sir,

I WAS mightily pleased to receive a letter from you

last post ; yet I am so ungrateful, T will not thank

you for it, and it may be you do not deserve it. The

crudest revenge that one can possibly inflict, (with-

out hurting one's self,) is, that of being doubly dili-

gent to those who neglect one, in order to shock them

into better behaviour. As I have tried this trick my-

self, and that strong appearances are against me, I

must defend myself, and then you will own I do not

quite deserve chastisement.

The post before I left this ]jlacc, I received a letter

• The countrv !»eat of Lord Wcvinonth.
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from you, which I designed to have answered before

I left London and Kngland : but was hindered from

both, for some time, by an express, which hurried us

(h)wn to W'iuclicster school, to take care of our little

boy there, who was violently ill of a fever. From
that time, till 1 came to Spa, we were never at home ;

and as soon as I hciLan ihv waters, writinir could not

be done with my bad head. Since I left that place,

and grew well, I have been still upon the ramble.

After all, these are not very substantial good reasons;

but, u])on my word, I did design it ; in order to

which, two days ago I washed the mould out of my
inkhorn, put fresh ink into it, and promised myself

to write to you this very post : pleasing :nyself with

the fancy, that this would reach you, and convince

you that I had you still in great regard, before you
could or would think it worth your while to put me
in mind of you. I could not fail to gain credit, if

you could conceive the great satisfaction your letters

give me. I have seldom met with any half so con-

versable. I do not only pity, but grieve at, those

com])laints you mention : they are a cruel incum-

brance to you. A\'hy cannot you transfer them to a

thousand inanimate creatures, who have nothing in

their heads ? I was, and am, really sorry, that } ou

could not go with us to the Spa. I am confident it

must have done you good. I cannot describe the vast

difference I felt after drinkinGf the waters a week, and

am still much better than I ever expected, though

not quite free of the complaints in my head, but they

are greatly lessened.

I have three or four letters to write this ver}' night,

so have not time to think of answering your letters.
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TIlis is only a volunteer, at'tcr wliicli, I may with

greater assurance desire you to l)clieve, that I am,

with constancy, regard, and respect.

Yours, &c.

FROM MR FORD.

London, Nov. 6, 1733.

I HAD the favour of your letter in Derbyshire, from

whence I came last week. I am extremely concerned

to hear the ill state of your health. I was afraid of

it, when I was so long without the pleasure of hear-

inir from vou. Those sort of disorders puzzle the

physicians everywhere ; and they are merciless dogs

in purging and vomiting to no purpose, when they

do not know what to do. I heartily wish you would

try the Bath waters, which are allowed to be the best

medicine for strengthening the stomach ; and most

distempers in the head proceed from thence. Vomits

may clean a foul stomach, but they are certainly the

worst things that can be for a weak one.

1 have long had it at heart to see your works col-

lected, and published with care. It is become abso-

lutely necessary, since that jumble with Pope, &c. in

tliree volumes, which put me in a rage whenever I

meet them. I know no reason why, at this distance

of time, the Examiners, and other political pamphlets

written in the queen's reign, might not be inserted.

4
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1 doubt you have hccu too negligent in keeping co-

pics; but I have them bound up, and most of them

single besides. I lent Mr Corbet that ])aper to cor-

rect his Ciullivcr by ; and it was from it that I mend-

ed my own. There is every single alteration from

the original copy ; and the jirinted book abounds

with all those errors, which should be avoided in the

new edition.

In my book the blank leaves were wrong placed,

so that there are perpetual references backward and

forward, and it is more diilicult to be understood than

the paper ; but I will try to get one of the second

edition, which is much more correct than the first,

and transcribe all the alterations more clearly. I shall

be at a loss how to send it afterwards, unless I am
directed to somebody that is going to Ireland. All

books are printed here by subscription : if there be

one for this, I beir I mav not be left out. INIr Cros-

thwaite* will pay for me.

The dissenters were certainly promised, that the

test act should be repealed this session in Ireland ; I

should be glad to know whether any attempt has

been, or is to be made towards it ; and how it is like

to succeed.

We have lost Miss Kelly, who, they say, was de-

stroyed by the ignorance of an Irish physician, one

Grt)rman. Doctor Beaufort was sent for when she

was dying, and found her speechless and senseless.

Our late lord-mayor has gone through his year with

a most universal applause. He has shewn himself to

* Mr Ford's stewaril.— H.
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have the best understanding of any man in the city,

and trained a character, which he wanted hefore, of

cinirage and lionesty. 'J'here is no doubt of his being

chosen member of parhanient for the city at the next

election. He is something the poorer for his office ;

but the honour he has got by it makes him ani.ple

amends.

For God's sake try to keep up your spirits. They

have hitherto been greater than any man's I have

met, and it is better to preserve them, even with

wine, than to let them sink. Divert yourself with

Mrs Worrall, at backgammon. Find out some new

country to travel in : anything to amuse. Nothing

can contribute sooner than cheerfulness to your reco-

very ; which that it may be very speedy, is sincerely

the thing in the world most wished for by

Your ever obliged, &c.

FROM THE DUCHESS OF QUEENS-
RERRY.

Amcsbury, Nov. 10, 1733.

Dear Sir,

I havp: only staid to give time for my letters get-

ting to you. There is some satisfaction in sitting

down to write, now that I am something less in your

debt ; I mean by way of letter. To speak seriously,

I must love contradiction more than ever woman
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did, if I did not obey your commands ; Ibr I do sin-

cerely take great pleasure in conversing with you. 11'

you have heard of my fig\ire abroad, it is no more
than I have done on both sides of my ears, (as the

saying is,) for 1 did not cut and curl my hair like a

sheep's head, or wear one of their trolloj)ping sacks ;

and by so not doing, I did give some ollence.*

^Ve have seen many very line towns, and travelled

through good roads, and pleasant countries. 1 like

Flanders in particular, because it is the likest to

England. The inns were very unlike those at home,

being much cleaner and better served ; so that here

I could not maintain my partiality with connnon
justice. As to the civilizing any of that nation, it

would employ more ill-spent time fruitlessly than

any one has to spare : they are the only people 1

ever saw that were quite without a genius to be ci-

vil when they had a mind to be so. Will you eat ?

Will you play at cards ? are literally the ti])-top well-

bred phrases in use. The P'rench people we met are

quite of another turn, polite and easy ; one is the na-

• The (ludu'ss never deipned to Jilter her dress accordiii«; to tlie

variations of fashion, hut continued steady to tliat which slie had worn

in the meridian of her l)eauty. This |)cculiarity is the foundation

of a poetical compliment paid to lier ^race by William Whitehead,

upon her allegin<^ that the fretjuent change of female fashion was
merely a strata«;em to ciitch the attention of the other sex ; an f»pi-

nion which tlie })oet thus confutes :

Vour Grace will contradict in part,

Vour own assertion, and my song,

A\'hose beauty, undisguised by art.

Has cliarm'd so much, and charm'd so long.

vol.. XVIII. M



178 K.riSTDI.AKY COUKKSPONDl.NCF..

tural consequence o( the other, tliou^li a secret that

few have discovereil. I can brnig } i)u an Irish wit-

ness, (if that Im? suflicient,) that I have wished for

you many times durinLC this journey, particularly at

Spa, where 1 imaginetl you might have been mend-

ing every day as fast as I did ; and you arc a base

man to say, tliat any such imj)ediment as you mcn-

tione<l, thwarted vour iournev ; tor vou were sure of

a welcome share in everything we had. It were un-

necessar}' to say this now, if we had no thoughts of

ever going again ; but it is what I am strongly ad-

visetl to, though I should not nuich want it, and I

am not averse : travelling agrees with mc, and makes

me good-humoured. At home I am generally more

nice than wise, but on the road nothing comes amiss.

At Calais we were windhound four or five days, and

I was very well contented : when the wind changed,

I was delighted to go. As impatience is generally

my reigning distemper, you may imagine how I

must be alarmed at this sudden alteration, till I hap-

pily recollected two instances, where I was myself

The one at Breda, where the innkeeper let drop, " if

you mean to go," an hour and a half after we had told

him fifty times, that we positively would go on. The
other, at Amsterdam, where we met with a very in-

curious gentleman, who affirmed there was nothing

worth seeing ; thcnigh, besides the town, which far

surpassed my imagination, there happened to be a

most famous fair. It is long since those two verses

of Dryden's Cymon are strictly applicable to me :

—

" Ufr rorn and rattip arc hfr only rarr,

And her *uprrm«» Hplight a country fair."



KIMSTOI.AKV COKHKSl'ONDKNCF.. 179

T sliiill foffxot to UMUC inv Irish friciul ; it is Mr
Coote. He is, ill all a])|)earaiicc, ii modest, wcll-hrt'ci,

splenetic, <^oocl-nattirc(l man. I liatl then one of these

qualifications more than was pleasant, and so we he-

came acquainted. Tie has a very f^rcat regard for

you, sir ; and there we a<^n*eed a^ain. \Vc were all

hi^ilih i)leascd with him. lie seems to have a better

way of thinking than is connnon, and not to want

for sense, or jjood humour. 1 tell vou, that I do not

use exercise ; desi<rnedlv, never eat or drink ^vhat

can disa<xrce with me, but am no more certain of my
stomach than of my mind ; at some times proof

against anything, and at other times too easily shock-

ed ; but time and eare can certainlv make a stronir

defence. I will obey your conmiands, and so will

his grace, concerning Mrs Barber, as soon as we come
to London, where we staid but three davs. Wc are

now at Amesburv ; but pviw direct for me at Lon-

don. I doubt we can do her but little good ; for as

to my part, I have few acquaintance, and little in-

terest. I will believe everything you say of her,

though 1 have hitherto ever had a natural aversion

to a poetess.

I am come almost to the end of my paper before I

have half done with you. It was a rule, I rcmcnd3er,

with poor Mr (iay and me, never to exceed three

pages. 1 long to hear from you, that I may have an

excuse to write a^ain ; for T doubt it would be car-

rying the joke too far to trouble you too often.

Adieu, dear Sir, health and liappincss attend you

ever.

I fear I have written so very ill, that I am quite

unintelligible. His grace is very much yours.
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1 ROM iMKS rilATT.

London, Nov. 10, 1733.

Sir,

Not many days ago I had the pleasure of yours

by Mrs Barber, whose turn seems to confirm the good

im])ression you give of her. I want not more than

your recommendation to engage my wishes to serve

her, and also my endeavours, if any opportunity falls

in my way. Are there no hopes of seeing you on

this side of the water ? Cannot the great number of

your friends, and the great variety of conversation

abounding here, be some kind of inducement to your

coming among us ? Is not Mr Pope a temptation to

one of your distinction to draw you this way ? Even
the variety of '[people in this great city might contri-

bute to the amusement of your mind, as a journey

and exercise would to your bodily health. I would

use every argument I could think of to invite you
hither, and consequently to preserve a life so bene-

ficial to the public, and so dear to all your friends.

You have a spirit that should prevail against indo-

lence, and bring you into a part of the world, which

calls aloud for your talents. This winter would fur-

nish you with many opportunities of doing great

good, as well as making a shining figure, which re-

flection gives me great hopes, that you will think it

a reasonable obligation ; as in that case, like Pitt's

diamond, you would stand alone. I wish T had a
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house in some measure worthy to entertain a truest

that should be so welcome to me. You sur[)rise me
greatly in tellini; me that my Lord Shelburne and

you have not met, although he has been some time

in Dublin, and to my knowledge is one of your great

admirers. Why do not you send to my Lord l)un-

kerin, who undoubtedly wants only that encourage-

ment to wait upon you ? You see 1 want none to

embrace the ()p})ortunity of assuring y(3u, that I am,

with great esteem, res])ect, and affection, your very

obliged and most humble servant,

H. Pratt.

FROxM ALDERMAN BARBER.

London, Nov. 17, 1733.

As I have now got rid of the plague of grandeur,

and all its dependencies, I take this first opportunity

to pay my respects to you, sir, which I beg pardon
for not doing sooner. The transition from Gold-
smiths'-hall to Queen-square is hardly credible; for

in one view to imagine the constant hurry, noise, and
impertinence, I lay under from morning till night, in

opposition to the peace, the cpiiet, and great tran(|uil-

lity I feel in my little retirement, makes me pity

your great men, who certainly must be strangers to

the great ])leasure I now enjoy.

Before I left my office, I took care to do justice to

Mr Pilkington, who has received more than I men-
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tioneil, :nu\ iiult cd more than any cha})lain ever had

l>etbre, viz.

Of the city.

Salary . I..20

C;ratuity . . . 25

Ciratuitv extraordinary . 21

L.66

I'Vom my lord mayor . . 50

Five sermons ])reached before the mayor 10

For a copy of one sermon printed . 4

L.130

St Paul's happened to be shut up in the summer
for two months, when the mayor went on Sundays

to his own chapel at Ciuildhall, and his chaplain read

])rayers for eight Sunday mornings only ; for which

the mayor got him from the court of aldermen twen-

ty guineas.

I have been the more particular in this account,

because I know your great punctuality in things of

this nature, as well as to do myself justice. How
much he may be a gainer by coming over, I cannot

tell ; but if he had pleased to have lived near the

hall, as he might, in a lodging of ten or twelve pounds

a-year, he need not have kept a nian, (for I had more
tor show than business,) nor given the extravagant

sum of thirty pounds a-year for lodgings ; he might

have saved something in those articles. Had he lived

in the city, I should now and then have had the fa-

vour of his companyOn an evening ; but his living
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from nie broui^ht him into company, niul amoii(.r the

rest into that of Mr Ivhvartl W'alpole,* from whom
he has «^rcat dependencies.

I recommended him to Mr Alderman Champion,
who ^ot the primate's wife's brother to write in his

favour to tlie primate. ^Vnd he talks of tlie livin»;

ofColerain's bein^- vacant; if it be, I will do him
what service I can.

Thus, sir, I have discharged myself of the duty

you laid upon me, in relation to that gentleman,

which 1 hope will be to your satisfaction ; for 1 will

never be un«;rateful, thouLrli I have met with it fre-

quently myself.

All your friends in town are well, and in high spi-

rits. Lord Bolingbroke complains you do not write

to him. Poor Mrs Barber has the gout, but is better.

It was a great mortification to me that you did not

come and eat some custard ; but 1 hope your health

will permit your coming next summer. We rejoice

much at my brother French's success. I know you

do not deal in news, so 1 send you none. Pray God
continue your health, and believe me always, with

the greatest sincerity. Sir, your most obedient and

most obliged humble servant,

John Baubek

P. S. AVhy Mr Pilkington should send his wife

home in the midst of winter, or why he should stay

* Second son of Sir Rol)ert Walpole. These dependencies, as he

calls them, appear to have fretted Barber, a rifjid old-fashioned Tory,

who seems also to have been rather dissatisfied with Mr Pilkin^jton's

neglect in waiting upon him. Pilkington waa soon discovered to

have worse faidts.
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here an hour alter lu r. are (juestions not easily an-

swcred. 1 am not of his eouneil.

FROM THE COUNTESS GRANVILLE *

• Hawncs, Nov. 27, 1733.

Deak Sill,

I HAVE received the honour of your commands,

and shall obey them ; for I am very proud of your

remembrance. I do not know we ever quarrelled;

but if we did, I am as good a Christian as you are,

in perfect charity with you. jMy son, my daughter,

and all our olive-branches salute you most tenderly.

I never wished so much as I do now, that I were

briglit, and had a genius, which could entertain you,

in return for the many excellent things that enter-

tain me daily, which I read over and over with fresh

delight. Will you never come into England, and

make Hawnesf your road ? You will find nothing

here to offend you ; lor 1 am a hermit, and live in

my chimney corner, and have no ambition, but that

you v.ill believe I am the charming Dean's

Most obedient humble servant,

Granville.

* Grace, widow and relict of George L<jrd Carteret, and daughter

of John Granville, Karl of Hath. She was created Viscountess Car-

teret, and Countess Granville, 1st January, 1714-1.5, with limita-

tion of those honours to her son .John, the late Earl.—15.

t A seat of Lord Carteret, afterwar(K Karl (Jranville, in IJedford-

shire.— 13.
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FROM MRS CONDUITT.*

George-Street, Nov. 2y, 1733.

SlU,

Mrs Baiibkr did not deliver your letter till after

the intended weddintr brought nie hither. She has

as much a better title to the favour of her sex than

poetry can give her, as truth is better tlian fiction
;

and shall have my best assistance. Rut the town has

been so long invited into the subscription, that most

people have already refused or accepted, and Mr
Conduitt has long since done the latter.

I should have guessed your holiness would rather

have laid than called up the ghost of my departed

friendship, which, since you are brave enough to face,

you will find divested of every terror, but the re-

morse that you were abandoned to be an alien to

your friends, your country, and yourself Not to re-

new an acquaintance with one who can twenty years

afler remember a bare intention to serve him, w^ould

be to throw away a prize I am not now able to re-

purchase; therefore, when you return to England, I

shall try to excel in what I am very sorry you want,

a nurse ; in the meantime, I am exercising that gift

to ]:)reserve one who is your devoted admirer.

Lord Harvey has written a bitter copy of verses

* Thus indorsed by the Doctor :

—'* My '»Id friend Mrs Barton,

now Mrs Conduitt."— I). S.
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upon l)r Sherwin, for puhlisiiinir (as it is said) his

lorclshij)'s opistlo ; whitli must have set your brother

l\>})e's spirits all a-workinj^.

Thomson is I'ar advanced in a poem oi' i2000 lines,

deducini; liberty from the patriarehs to the present

times, which, it' we may judt^e irom the ])ress, is now

in tidl vigour. Hut I forget I am writing to one

who has the power of the keys of Parnassus, and that

the only merit my letter can have is brevity. Please

therefore to ])laee tlie })rotit 1 had in your long one

to your fund of charity, which carries no interest,

and to add to your prayers and good wishes now and

then a line to, Sir, your obedient humble servant,

C. CONDUITT.

Mrs Barber, whom I had sent to dine with us, is in

bed with the gout, and has not yet sent me her

proposals.

FROM MR COOTE/

London, Dec. 13, 1733.

Sir,

Being indebted solely to you for a most valuable

acquaintance with the Duke and Duchess of Queens-

berry, and some other of your friends, I ought to

* This prentleman is mcntioneci in the Duchc«s of Queensberry's

letter of 10th November prerfding. He was father to Sir Charles

Coote, who suroeeded to the Earldom of Bellamont, in 1764. Swift
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have acknowledged it before. It is a common stra-

tagem ot* mine, and lias always succeeded, to «rivc

hints in proper phices ot* your allowing me to some
degree of personal acquaintance with you, and 1 owe
to it most of the agreeable hours I passed at Spa this

sunnner, where they were. I had stron<»: temptations.
• O I

"

especially at that distance, to give myself high airs

this way ; but finding the bare mention of my havintr

been received by you in a most obliging manner,

was enougli to do my business, and it being a iact 1

could make oath of, 1 kept witliin due bounds. Her
grace, who would be the most agreeable w^oman in

Kngland, though she were not the handsomest, has

honoured me with her compliments to you with a

walking-stick, the manufacture of Spa, where she

had it made for you, and I ought to have delivered

it two months ago ; accidents prevented my leaving

this place, and it is not certain when I can ; so tliat

1 must send it to you by the first proper opportu-

nity, but C(ndd no longer dehiy your pleasure in

knowing it, and hers, when you shall acknowledge

it. If I can be of any sort of service to you on this

side, your commands will find me at St James's cof-

fee-house. I am. Sir, your most obliged humble ser-

vant,

CllAllLES COOTE.

had introduced Mr Coote to scTcral of his English friends, amongst

others to Pope, with this remarkable recommendation, ** Dear Poj>e,

thougli the little fellow that brings this be a justice of peace and a

member of our Irish House of Commons, yet he may not be alto-

gether unworthy of your acquaintance."

—

Spcnce's Anecdotes, p. 350.
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FROM 1)R SHERIDAN.*

Dw. 20, 173:^.

Dkar Sir,

Yours / received, and if it wa.s not that I have a

good deal of companij to sup at my house upon beef

grishins, I would go and play a gvane of backgam-

mon with Mr JForr(drs tables, and be (fier icinnitig

some of Mrs ]Vorrall\s coin ; I would not fear to win

a crown piece of her money by playing sixpence haJf

jyejiny a time. She is a very good body, and one that

I have a great valuefor ; I wish my spouse were but

half as good, but of tbis I shall say nothing more till

meeting. I hope my gossip Dehnnfs spouse is upon

the mcjidiuis hand, for they tell me she has been late-

ly much out of order. She is as good a woman as ever

breathed, and it is a thousand pities that anything

should ail her. God Almighty wish her well ; for I

am sure if she went off, the doctor would not meet

with her fellow. I hope nothing ails her but a brush.

To-morrow I eat a bit with Mr and Mrs 3PGwyre;
ifyou will mahe one, you will get as hearty a welcome,

as if you were their own father ; for nobody speaks

better of you than they. My humble service to all

friends and to yourself, is the request of yours to com-

mand,

TlIADY O SULIVAN.

1 lodge hard by the Shovel in Francis Street.

* Indorsed, " Dr Sheridan's insolence, in presuming to answer my
eloquent Hibernicisms."—D. S.
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TO MRS PILKINGTON.

1 733.

MADA^r,

You iiuist shake ofTthc leavings of your sex. It"

you cannot keep a secret, and take a chicling, you
will (juickly be out of my sphere. Corrigible j)eople

are to be chid ; those who are otherwise, may be very

safe from any lectures of mine ; I should rather

choose to indulge them in their follies, than attempt

to set them right. I desire you may not inform your
husband* of what has past, for a reason I shall give

you when I see you, which may be this evening, if

you will. I am very sincerely your friend,

Jon. Swift.

FROM MR POrE.

January 6, 17.33-4.

I NEVKK think of you, and can never write to you
now, without drawing many of those short sighs of

which we have formerlv talked : the reflection both

* Mr Barber's letter, expressiiii: himself less tlian satisfied witli Mr
Pilkington, probably led to this sharp letter from the Dean to his

wife.
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of the friends wr have been deprived of by death, and

of thc^se from whom \vi^ :ire sej)arated ahnost as etcr-

nallv bv absence, elieeks nic to that degree, that it

takes away in a manner the pleasnre, (which yet I

feel very sensibly too,) of thinking I am now conver-

sing with you. Yon liave been silent to mc as to

vour works ; w hether those printed here are, or are

not genuine. But one I am sure is yours ; and your

method of concealing yourself puts me in mind of

the Indian bird I have read of, who hides his head in

a hole, while all his feathers and tail stick out. Vou
will have immediately by several franks, (even before

it is here published,) my Epistle to Lord Cobham,

part of my Opi/.s Maij!;num, and the last Essay on

Man : both which I conclude will be grateful to your

bookseller, on whom you please to bestow them so

early. There is a woman's war declared against me
by a certain lord ;* his weapons are the same Avhich

women and children use, a pin to scratch, and a squirt

to bespatter : I writ a sort of answer, but was asha-

med to enter the lists with him, and after shewing it

to some people, suppressed it ; otherwise it was such

as was worthy of him, and worthy of me. I was three

weeks this autumn with Lord Peterborow, who re-

joices in your doings, and always speaks with the

greatest affection of you. I need not tell you who
else do the same ; you may be sure almost all those

whom I ever see, or desire to see. I wonder not that

1> + paid you no sort of civility while he was in

* Harvfv-

\ B—— is perhaps Bi^'hop Boulter, the friend of IMiillips, of whom
he says,

••Still to <nie Bithnp, Pitll.MPt %tevn% a wit."— Fiowi.KS.
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Ireland ; he is too much a halt* wit to love a true wit,

and too much half honest, to esteem any entire me-
rit. 1 hope and I think he hates me too, and I will

do my best to make him ; he is so insupportahly in-

solent in his civility to me when he meets me at one

third place, that I must affront him to tj^et rid of it.

That strict neutrality as to public j)arties, which I

have constantly observed in all my writings, I think

gives me the more title to attack such men, as slan-

der and belie my character in private, to those who
know me not. Yet even this is a liberty I will never

take, imless at the same time they are pests to private

society, or mischievous members of the public, that

is to say, unless they are enemies to all men as well

as to me.—Pray write to me when you can ; if ever

I can come to you, I will ; if not, may Providence be

our friend and our ^uard throui^h this simple w^orld,

where nothing is valuable, but sense and friendship.

Adieu, dear Sir, may health attend your years, and
then may many years be added to you.

P. S. I am just now told, a very curious lady' in-

tends to write to you, to pump you about some

poems said to be yours. Pray tell her, that you

have not answered me on the same questions, and

that 1 shall take it as a thin<j: never to be foriiiven

from you, if you tell another what you have con-

cealed from me.

* Probably M- Hlniint, ronrcrniii^ the ofTonsivc verses, '^ The La-

(ly> Dressing-room," " Strepbon and Cbloe," ^vc.

—

Bouf.ks.
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TO THE ninvE of dokset.

Jamiary 1733-4.

My Lord,

It has been my great misfortune, that, since your

grace's return to this kingdom, I have not been able

to attend you, as my duty and gratitude for your fla-

vours, as well as the honour of having been so many

years known to you, obliged me to dt). I liave been

pursued by two old disorders, a giddiness and deaf-

ness, which used to leave me in three or four weeks,

but now have continued four months. Thus I am
put under a necessity to write what I would rather

have chosen to say in your grace's presence.

On Monday last week, towards evening, there came

to the deanery one Mr Bettesworth ;* who, being told

by the servants that I was gone to a friend's house,f

went thither to inquire for me, and was admitted into

the street parlour. I left my company in the back-

room, and went to him. He began with asking me,
** Whether I were the author of certain verses, where-

in he was reflected on." The singularity of the man,

in his countenance, manner, action, style and tone of

voice, made me aiU to mind that I had once seen him.

• Serjeant Bettcsvrorth, of whose controversy with the Dean, which

ended ridiciilou.sly and unhapj»ily for himself, some account is given

in the author's life, and in Dr Hawkesworth's note in the next let-

ter.

t Thp Rev. Mr WMrrrtli's, where the Dean often dined.

11
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about two or three years ago, at Mr Ludlow's coun-

try-house. But I could not recollect his name ; and

of what callinu^ he nii'iht \)c I had never hccU'd. I

therefore desired to know who and wiiat he was ; said,

" I had heard of some such verses, but knew no more."

lie then signified to me, ** That he was a serjeant at

law, and a member of parliament." After wiiifh, he

rej)eated the lines that concerned him with great em-

phasis ; said, " I was mistaken in one thing ; for he

assured me he was no booby ; but owned himself to

hv a coxcond)." However, tiiat being a point of con-

troversy wherein I had no conccrii, 1 let it drop. As
to the verses, he insisted, ** That by his taste, and

skill in poetry, he was as sure I writ them, as if he

had seen them fall from my ])en." liut I found the

chief weight of his argument lay upon two words that

rhymed to his name, which he knew could come from

none but me.* He then told me, " That, since I would

not own the verses, and that since he could not get

satisfaction by any course of law, he would get it by

his pen, and shew the world what a man I was."

AA'hen he began to grow over-warm and eloquent, I

called in the uentleman of the house, from the room

adjoining ; and the serjeant, going on with less tur-

bulence, went away. He had a footman in the hall

during all his talk, who was to have opened the door

for one or more fellows, as he has since reported ; and

likewise, that he had a sharp knife in his pocket, rea-

dy to stab or maim me. But the master and mistress

• The offensive couplet was introduced by way of simile:

—

" Thus at the bar, the booby Bcttesworth,

Though half a CTOwn o'crpays his sweat's worth," &c.

VOI,. XVIII. N
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of the house, who knew liis character, and could hear

every word from tlie room tliey were in, had prepa-

red a sullicient defence in such a case, as they after-

wartl told me. He has since related, to five hundred

persons of all ranks, ahout five hundred falsehoods of

this conversation, of my fears and his own brutalities,

against all probability as well as fact ; and some of

them, as I have been assured, even in the presence of

your fxrace. His meanin<;s and his movements were

indeed peevish enough, but his words were not. He
threatened me with nothing but his pen, yet owned

he had no pretence to wit. And indeed I am hear-

tily glad, for his own sake, that he proceeded no far-

ther ; for, the least uproar would have called his near-

est neighbours, first to my assistance, and next, to

the manifest danger of his life ; and I would not wil-

lingly have even a dog killed u])on my account.

Kver since, he has amused himself with declaring, in

all companies, especially before bishops, and lords, and

members of parliament, his resolutions for vengeance,

and the several manners by which he will put it in

execution.

It is only to the advice of some judicious friendsi

that your grace owes the trouble of this letter ; for,

though I may be dispirited enough by sickness and

years, yet 1 have little reason to apprehend any dan-

ger from that man ; and those who seem to have most

regard for my safety, are no more apprehensive than

myself, especially such as best know his character

;

for, his ver}' enemies, and even his ridiculers, who are,

of the two, by far the greater nimiber, allow him to

be a peaceable man in all things, exce})t his words,

his rhetorical actions, his looks, and his hatred to the

/

fk
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cler<^y ; which, however, are all known, hy abun-

dance of experience, to he perfectly liarnilcss ; and

j)articularly as to the cler«ry. I do not douht but, if

he will be so good to continue stedfast in his j)rinci-

ples and ])ractices, he may at proper junctures contri-

bute very much to the honour and interests of that

reverend body, as well as employ and inn)rove the

wit of manv voun<; crentlemcn in the citv, the uni-

versity, and the rest of the kinnclom.

AN' hat I have said to your grace is only meant as

a poor endeavour to preserve myself in your good

opinion, and in the continuance of your favour.

I am, with the highest respect, cvc.

Jon. SwiTT.

FROM LADY BETTY GERMAIN.

March 2, 17.3:i-4.

I AM extreme glad to hear you are got well again ;

and I do assure you it was no point of ceremony

made me forbear writing, but the downright fear of

being troublesome. Tf you have got off your deaf-

ness, that is a hapj)iness I doubt poor Lady Suffolk

will never have ; for she does not mend, if she does

not oTow rather worse. But we ladies are famous for

straining our voices upon the bad occasion of anger ;

and sure then it is hard, if it is not more agreeable to

do it for the sake of friendship. By the histories I

hear from Ireland, Bettesworth, in the midst of your
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illness, diil not think your j)i n lay \d\c ;* but this

inH>d you h:ul tVom it. that such a troublesome fellow

made your friends ami neighbours sliew tliey eoidd

exert themselves for your sake. iVlrs 1^'loyd has ])ass-

id this winter rather better than the last ; but cold

weather is a great enemy of hers ; and when you see

her, T fear you will find, that though the goodness of

the " eomposition't will always hold, yet so many
winters have taken the beauty of it entirely off. It

grows now near the time, that I have hopes you will

soon part with my duke and duchess. I always used

to be her doctor ; 1 wish you would allow me to be

yours, and take my advice, and try how the change

of air would mend your constitution ; but I fear you

will not. However, God bless you ; and adieu.

• AIkuU this tiiiio ail attempt wjis made to repeal tlie Test Act in

Ireland ; and tlie Dissenters, on this occasion, affected to call them-

selves " BnttlitT Protestants, and Fellow Christians," with the nieni-

Ijcrs of the established churrh. This the Dean made the subject of

a short copy of verses, in which there is a passji^re, that so provoked

one Bettesworth, a lawyer, and memln'r of the Irish j)arlianient, that

he swore to revenge himself, either by niainiinfr or murdering the

author ; and for this pur])ose, he engaged his footman, with two ruf-

fians, to secure the Dean wherever he could be found. As soon as

this oath and attempt of Bettesworth were known, thirty of the no-

bility and gentry of St Patrick's waited uj)on the Dean in form
;

and presented a paj)er, suljscril>ed with their names, in which they

solemnly engagtHi, in Jn-half of themselves and the rest of the liberty,

to defend hi^ person and fortune, as the friend and benefactor of his

country'.—H.

f
'' And call'd the happy composition Floyd."
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FROM TIIK DIICIIKSS OF (jl FENS-
liFRRV.

Lundoii, Marcli 4e, 17''i3-4.

Dear Siu,

If ever lyin^ was necessary, I fear it is so at pre-

sent ; tor no truth can furnish me with sullicient ex-

cuse for not having writ long ago; tlierefore I have

been strongly tempted to disown having received any

return to my letters, which I wrote to you since my
return to these parts ; but upon more mature delihe-

ration, I have convinced myself, tliat it is better ra-

ther to confess my fault, than to give you any handle

to susj)ect my truth for the future. I wish everybody

was as timorous as niyself, and then lying and deceit

would never be so much in the fashion, as it has and

will be for many ages past and to come. I remember

you once told me, always to sit down to write when

1 was in good iiealth, and good humour; neither ol

them have been perfect of some time. The iirst has

been interrupted by perpetual colds, and pains in my
face and teeth. My temper, by these trying truths

which I am about to tell you, viz. a journey to Scot-

land, where we have been going every week, and

every day since Christmas; the uncertainty of which,

and being conseciuently unsettled, is even worse than

the thing itself. This is not all ; by these means I

have been obliged to send a little boy (who has been

my constant companion ever since he was born, and

who is not seven years old till next .July) to school,
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a full vcar before it was necessary or proper. The
doing tliis, 1 own. lias dainpccl my spirits more than

was reasonable, thou^^h it was by his own desire ; and

that 1 am ]>ersnn{]ed he is well taken care of, both by

the master and ids own brother, who is fond of him,

and so would vou be, if you knew him ; for he has

more sense than above half the w orld. The other is a

fine bov, and u^rown verv stron^r and healthy. I am
nnieh obli<;ed to you for reprovini^ me, that I did not

tell you so before. I am in great hoj)es to live to see

them both men ; therefore pray advise me whiit to do

with them after thev have gone through the school;

for I imagine that just then is the most diflicult part

of their education. ]\lr l^ocke, with whom I cannot

help differing in some things, makes a full stop there;

and I never heard of any other that ever mentioned,

or at least published, any hel))s for children at that

time of life, which I apprehend to be the most mate-

rial.

There is a good deal of impertinence in filling two

sides of pa])er about me and mine ; but I own, at pre-

sent, my whole thoughts are so much employed on

the latter, that I involuntarily think and talk of little

else. To-morrow will be acted a new play of our

friend ^Ir (iay's ;* we stay on purpose now for that,

and shall go on Thursday for P^dinburgh, where the

greatest good I can expect or hope for, is a line from

vou. Mrs Barber has met with a j^ood deal of trouble

;

I have not seen her, I fancy, for that reason ; but we
shall leave our guineas for her with Mr Pope, or my

• {( The Distrcht Wife.

'
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brother. I wish \ on all health aiul prosperity. 1 will

not wish you deyoid of all trouble and vexation, be-

cause I think a moderate share is a ^reat eneoura^e-

nient to good spirits ; but may you never meet with

more than is absohitcly necessary to be pleasant.

Adieu, dear Sir. Il'you will t)bli;re me, vou must

do nie the justice to believe I am
Your most faithful friend, \c.

FROM MR GRANT.*

London, March 1 i, 1733-i.

V^ERV ReVKREND SlU,

TiiouGii I have been long an admirer of your wit

and learnin;^-, I have not less valued and esteemed

your ])ublic s|>irit, and great aflection to your native

country. These valuable ingredients in your charac-

ter, persuade me to propose to you what I apprehend

may be for your country's benefit, and that you will

excuse my taking the liberty to do it. ^\s good

princi})les dis})oseyou, your real merit ha})pily united

with them, gives you weight and influence to ])ro-

mote the ])ublic good ; to w hich I am well assured

your country owes not only the esca])ing many evils,

but the establishment ofmany valuable articles for the

increase of their wealth and strength. Though I am

Francis Grant, a merchant in London.—N.
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not :i nativr of Irt^laiul. T liave always rcfrardccl it as

so connected witli tliis country, tliat the natives of

both islands oup^lit nuitually to study and advance the

advantaixe oC each other. And it is in consequence

of this |)rinci])le. that 1 oiler to your consideration,

that voiir coinitrvnien should iu\utilv en<jasre in and

pursue the white-herring and cod-fishin«T^. This is a

branch of trade which Providence has <i;iven oppor-

tunitv to follow in botli countries; neither can they

prejudice one another, as there may be consuni])tion

for all that may be caught on both islands. 'J'here is

nothing that would so cfTectually eni])loy your ])oor,

and prevent their going abroad, considering the great

variety of trades necessary in this undertaking ; it

would also increase the consumption of your home
maiuifacturcs, and increase the balance of your foreign

trade.

The north and north-east parts of your island lie

exceeding well, both for the cod and herring-fishing,

as will appear to you from tiieir course, which is de-

scribed in the enclosed j)ani])hlet, if you take the

trouble to look upon it ; but encouragements are ne-

cessary to support a new imdertaking in its infancy,

because they are always, at the beginning, liable to

charges and inconveniencies, which discourage j)rivate

adventurers, if not supported by the public. I have

with great pleasure read, in the minutes of your par-

liament, of late years, several instances of their zeal

for their country's good, which inclines ine to believe

they would readily receive and encourage a proposi-

tion of this nature, if properly introduced and recom-

mended to them ; and I shall reckon it a particular

good fortune, if I coidd suggest what would be ac-
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ce])tal)le to you aiul tliciii. I have been desirous to

establish and inn)n)ve lliis \ahial)le branch of coni-

mcrcc in l^ritain, for which reason T have applied mv-
selfto it several years last past, and examined it in

all its sha{)cs, from whence I flatter myself to iiaveac-

(ji'ired a thorough knowledge in the matter ; and I

am, with (^ther gentlemen, endeavouring to obtain

the necessary encouragements for it here ; but it be-

ing late before we moved in our application, and ap-

pearance of u short session, 1 am afraid we shall make
little progress at tliis time. Not being sufliciently ac-

(piainted with your laws and constitutions, I caimot

take upon me to say what may be proj)er encourage-

ments in your country : yet I inay freely venture to

assert one proposition, to which every one must as-

sent, that it is the interest of any nation to grunt pre-

miums and bounties ibr the encouragement of any

one branch of trade, which, in proportion to what is

])aid by the public, and when that is paid only to its

own subjects, brinirs into the kiuLrdom ten times the

value. And I may, with ecjual safety, advance this

other proposition, that no article of trade better de-

serves encouragement, from both l^ritain and Ireland,

than the Hshin;; does; or that miirht be made of so

great consequence and general benefit to both ; to

which I believe 1 mav add, that there is not anv bu-
ml

'
•/

siness more natiu'al to either, or the establishment

whereof would receive more universal approbation

and applause.

These things, Irom my opinion of your character,

I thought I might take the liberty to trouble you
with ; which I was the more readily induced to, as it
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fiiriiislicil nio an (^])pi^rtuinty of (KH'laring tliat I am,

with great ostooin, Sir,

Your most obedient humble servant,

Francis Grant.

I\ S. If you have any commands for me, or that you
tliink I may be any ways useful in explaining or

promoting tliis subject, I shall with pleasure obey

you ; in which case you may direct for me, mer-

chant in London.

TO MR GRANT.

Dul.lin, March 23, 1733-4.

Sir,

I RETURN you my hearty thanks for your letter,

and discourse upon the fishery ; you discover, in both,

a true love of your coimtry, and (excepting your ci-

vilities to me) a very good judgment, good wishes to

this mined kingdom, and a perfect knowdedge in the

subject you treat. Rut you are more temperate than

J, and consequently much wiser: for corruptions are

apt to make me impatient, and give offence, which

you j)rudently avoid.

Ever since I began to think, I was enraged at the

folly of England, in suffering the Dutch to have al-

most the whole advantage of our fishery, just under

our noses.



KPISTOLAKY c l)K]lfc:SIH)Nl>ENCE. U03

The last I^onl Weinyss told me, lie was governor

of a castle in Scotland, near which the Dutch used to

fish ; he sent to them, in a civil manner, to desire they

would send him some lish, which they brutishly re-

fused ; whereupon he ordered three or four cannon to

be dischnrjred liom the castle, (for their boats were in

reach of the shot,) and, inmiediateiy, they sent him

more than he wanted.

The Dutch are like a knot of sharpers amom^ a

parcel of honest gentlemen, who think they under-

stand ])lay, and arc bubbled of their money. I love

them for the love they have to their country ; which,

however, is no virtue in them, because it is their pri-

vate interest, which is directly contrary in Kni^land.

In the queen's time, I did often press the Lord-

Treasurer Oxford, and others of the ministry, upon

this very subject ; but the answer was, *' Wc nuist

not ollend the Dutch ;" who, at that very time, were

opposing us in all our steps toward a peace. I laugh-

ed to see the zeal that ministry had about the fishing

at Xewfoundland, (I think.) while no care was taken

against the Dutch fishing just at our doors.

As to my native country, I happened, indeed by

a perfect accident, to be born here, my mother being

left Iiere from returnino- to her house at I^cicester, and

I was a year old before I was sent to Kngland ; and

thus I am a Teague, or an Irishman, or what people

please, although the best part ofmy life was in Eng-
land,

\Miat I did for this country was from perfect ha-

tred of tyranny and oppression, for which I had a pro-

clamation against me of .300/., which my old friend,

my I^ord Carteret, was forced to consent to, the very
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first or second niirht of his arrival liitluM*. The crime

was that of ^v^itin^• against a ])ro)ect of one Wood,

an ironmonger, to coin 11)0,000/. in hall'pence, not

worth a sixth ]\irt of the money, which was laid be-

fore the peo])le in so plain a maimer, that they all rc-

fuseil it : and so the nation was preserved from im-

mediate ruin.

I have done some smaller services to this kingdom,

but I can do no more. I have too many years upon

me, and have too nuich sickness. I am out of favour

at court, where I was well received, during two sum-

mers, six or seven years ago. The governing people

here do not love me. For as corrupt as England is,

it is a habitation of saints in comparison of Ireland.

We are si— s aiid kn—s, and fools ; and all, but bi-

shops and people in employments, beggars. The cash

of Ireland does not amount to 200,000/. : the few ho-

nest men among us are dead-hearted, poor, and out of

favour and power.

I talked to two or three gentlemen of this House

of Commons, now sitting here : and mentioning your

scheme, shewed how very advantageous it would be

to Ireland. They agreed with me ; but said, that if

such a thing were proposed, the members would all

go out, as at a thing they had no concern in.

I believe the people of Lapland, or the Hottentots,

are not so miserable a people as we ; for oppression,

supported by power, will infallibly introduce slavish

princi}>les. I am afraid that, even in England, your

proposal will come to nothing. There is not virtue

enough left among mankind. If your scheme should

pass into an act, it will become a job ; your sanguine

temper will cool : r s will be the only gainers.
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Tarty and faction will interminfrlc, and deicat the

most essential i)arts of the whole desio;n. Standin«r

armies in times of peace ; [)rojects of excise, and bri-

binix at elections, are all you are like to be employed

in ; not forgettin*^ septennial j)arliaments, directly

against the old Whig principles, which always have

been mine.

A gentleman of this kingdom, about three years

ago, joined with some others in a fishery here, in the

northern parts : they advanced 200/. by way of trial :

they got men from Orkney to cure their fish, w ho un-

derstood it well. lUit the vulgar folks of Ireland are

so lazy and so knavish, that it turned to no account,

nor would anybody join with them ; and so the mat-

ter fell, and they lost two-thirds of their money. Op-
pressed beggars are always knaves ; and, I believe,

there hardly are any other among us. They had ra-

ther gain a shilling by knavery, than five pounds by

honest dealing. They lost 30,000/. a-year for ever in

the time of the plague at Marseilles, when the Spa-

niards would have bought all their linen from Ire-

land ; but the merchants and the weavers sent over

such abominable linen, that it was all returned back,

or sold for a fourth part of the value. This is our

condition, which you may please to pity, but never

can mend. I wish you good success with all my heart.

I have always loved good projects, but have always

found them to miscarry. I am. Sir, with true esteem

for your good intentions, your most obedient servant.

P. S. I would subscribe my name, if I had not a very

bad one : so I leave you to guess it. If I can be of

any service to you in this kingdom, I shall be glad

you will employ me.
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FROM LORD BOLIXGBROKE.

April I'J, 17:^4.

Rkverend and Dear Sir,

I HAVE received yours of tlic iGth of February

verv latelv ; but liave not yet seen the ])ersou who
brought it, nor am likely to sec him, unless he finds

me out in my retreat. Our friend Pope is in town,

and to him I send this letter ; for he tells me, he can

forward it to vou bv the hands of one of our common
friends. If I can do Mr Faulkner any service, I shall

certainly do it, because I shall catch at any opportu-

nity of pleasing you ; but my help, in a project of

subscription, will, I fear, avail him little. I live much
out of the world, and I do not blush to own, that I

am out of fashion in it. My wife, who is extremely

obliged to you for your kind remembrance of her,

and who desires me to say all the fond things from

her to you, which I know she thinks, enjoys a preca-

rious health, easily shaken, and sometimes interrupt-

ed by fits of severe pain ; but, u])on the whole, much
better than it has been these five years. I walk down
liill easily and leisurely enough, except when a strong

disposition to the jaundice (that I have long carried

about me) gives me a shove. I guard against it as

well as I can ; the censors say, not as well as I might.

Too sedentary a life hurts me, and yet I do not care

to lead any other : for sauntering about my grounds

is not exercise. I say, I will be very active this sum-

mer, and I will try to keep my word. Riding is your
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pdjKircd : iuul Hatliiirst is younger than his sons by
obscrvini; the s:nne regimen. If I can keep where I

am a lew years longer, T shall he satislied ; tor 1 have

something, ami not much, to do before I die. 1 know
by experience one cannot serve the ])resent age.

About i)osteritv one may Hatter one's self", and I have

a mind to \\ rite to the next age. Wm iiave seen, 1

doubt not, the ethic epistles, and thouirh thcv iro a

little into metaphysics, T ])ersuade myself you both

understand and approve them ; the lirst book being

linished, the others will soon lollow ; for many of them
are writ, or crayoned out. AVhat are you doiu"- ?

—

(yood, I am sure. But of what kind ? Pray, Mr Dean,

be a little more cautious in your reconunendations.

1 Look care, a year ago, to remove some obstacles that

might have hindered the success of one of your re-

commendations, and I have heartily repented of it

since. The fellow Avants morals, and, as I hear, de-

cency sometimes. You have had accounts, I })resume,

which will not leave you at a loss to guess w hom I

mean.* Is there no ho])e left of seeiiiLT you once more
in this island? I often wish myself out of it ; and 1

shall wisli so much more, if it is impossible de vo'mner

(I know no English word to say the same thing)

with you. Adieu, dear Sir ; no man living preserves

a higher esteem, or a more warm and sincere friend-

ship for you, than I do.

* There is do great pleasure in guessing wlio was lierc meant ; but

it would seem to l)e Mr I'Ukington, wliose conduct in Lr»ndr»n seems
to have disoliliged those to whom the Dean recomnicnded him, aijd

cs|)ecially Barlx;r.
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FROM LOUD CAirrEllET.

Jerinyn Street, April Hi, 17.SI..

SiK,

T HAD the honour of your letter, which <jravc me a

considerable ])leasure to see that I am not so much
out of your thoughts, but that you can take notice of

events that happen in my family. 1 need not say,

that these alliances* are very agreeable to me; but

that they are so to my friends, adds much to the sa-

tisfaction I receive from them. They certainly ena-

ble me to contract my desires, which is no inconsi-

derable step towards being ha])py. As to other

thiuirs, I <ro on as well as I can : and now and then

observe, that I have more friends now, than I had

when I was in a situation to do them service. This

may be a delusion ; however, it is a pleasing one. And
I have more reason to believe a man, now I can do

him no good, than I had when 1 could do him fa-

vours, which the greatest philosophers are sometimes

tempted to solicit their friends about. I shall conti-

nue to serve Mrs l^arber, by recommending her, as

occasion shall offer, where it is necessary ; but you
have done that so effectually, that nothing need be

said to those, to whom you have said anything in

her behalf. I hope Dr Delany is, as he always used

• His lordship's third daughter, Georgina-Carolina, was married

Feb. 14, 1733-4, to the Honourable John Spencer.— B.

13
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to be. thccrful in Iiiinsclf, and ai^rccablc to all that

know him ; and that lie, by this time, is convinced,

that the world is not worthy of so much speculation

as he has bestowed upon some matters. Lady Wors-

ky, my \vil'e, and dauii;hters, to whom I have shewn

vour letter, not forgetting mv mother, present their

humble service to you. And I desire to recommend

the whole faniilv, as well as myself, to the continu-

ance of your favour. I am, Sir, with the greatest re-

spect,

Your most humble and most obedient servant,

Cartkrkt.

TO xMISS HOADLY.*

June 4, 1734.

Madam,
A\ HKN I lived in England, once every year I is-

sued out an edict, commanding that all ladies of wit,

sense, merit, and quality, who bad an ambition to be

acquainted with me, should make the first advances

at their peril ; which edict, you may believe, was uni-

versally obeyed. AMien (much against my will) I

came to live in this kingdom, I published the same
edict ; only, the harvest here beintr not altoirethcr so

plentiful, I confined myself to a smaller compass.

This made me often wonder how^ you came so long

Daughter of the Archbishop of Dublin.

VOL. XVIIl. O
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to ne<xloct your duty ; for. if you ])retciul ignorance,

1 may prtxhico legal witnesses against you.

I have heard of a judge bribed with a pig, but it

was discovered by the s(|ueaking ; and therelbre, yon

liave IxHMi so ]H)litie as to send nie a dead one, which

can tell no talcs. Your i)rescnt of butter was made
with the same design, as a known court practice, to

grease my fist that I might keep silence. These arc

great offences, contrived on ])urpose to corru])t my
integrity. And, besides, I apprehend, that if I

should wait on yon to return my thanks, you will

denv that the pig and butter were any advances at

all on vour side, and give out that I made them first

;

bv which I may endanger the fundamental privilege

that I have kept so many years in two kingdoms, at

least make it a ])oint of controversy. However, I

have two ways to be revenged ; first, I will let all

the ladies of my acquaintance know, that you, the

sole daughter and child of his grace of Dublin, are so

mean as to descend to imderstand housewifery ; which

everv girl of this town, who can afford sixpence a-

month for a chair, would scorn to be thought to have

the least knowledge in ; and this will give you as ill

a re])utation, as if you had been caught in the fact of

reading a history, or handling a needle, or working

in a field at Tallagh. My other revenge shall be this :

when my lord's gentleman delivered his message,

after I put him some questions, he drew out a paper

containing your directions, and in your iiand ; 1 said ,

it properly belonged to me : and, when I had read it,
|

I put it in my pocket, and am ready to swear, when
lawfully called, that it is written in a fair hand, right-

ly spelt, and good plain sense. You now may see I
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have you at mercy ; Tor, u])on tlie least ollence given,

I will shew the paper to every female scrawler I

meet, who will soon spread about the town, that your

writing and speHin«^ are un<j;enteel and unl'ashion-

able, more like a parson than a lady.

I suppose, by this time, you are willin«^ to submit

:

and theretbre, I desire you may stint me to two china

bowls of butter a- week; for my breakfast is that

of a sickly man, rice gruel ; and I am wholly a stran-

ger to tea and coffee, the companions of bread and

butter. I received my third bowl last night, and 1

think my second is almost entire. I hope and be-

lieve my lord archbishop will teach his neighbouring

tenants and farmers a little English country manage-

ment : and I lay it upon you, madam, to bring house-

wifery in fashion among our ladies ; that, by your

example, they may no longer pride themselves on

their natural or affected ignorance. I am, with the

truest respect and esteem,

Madam,
Your most obedient and obliged, &:c.

Jon. Swift.

I desire to present my most, &c. to his grace and the

ladies.
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VWOM Tin: lUSIlOl^ OF CLOCITKU*

CIogtIht, June 25, IT-'M--

Mil Di:an,

I HAVE a letter of yours ot'a very long (late,f and

shcniUl, it mav be, out of frood niaiuiers, liave answer-

ed it lon<T sinee; but I thoui^dit it would be better to

delav tbe answer I was then able to make, to our

first private meeting, which 1 thought might be soon ;

and for the same reason that delayed me then, I shall

put olf my defence till I have the pleasure of lialf an

hour's private conversation with you, when I think

I shall be able to clear myself from the heavy charges

you brin<j; against me ; and therefore, not to take any

farther notice of that letter, 1 shall, in answer to your

last, which I received by last post, return you my
thanks for your having taken the same care about

the sixty pounds, whicli at your request I lent Joe

Beaumont, whose circumstances at that time I was

pretty much a stranger to, as you have taken about

the money you lent him on the same occasion ; and

as this shall serve for a full discharge of all demands

I have on Joe's execution, j: so 1 shall take it as a fa-

• Dr Stcmc.

-j- July, 1733. The lett<»r was of a very severe tendency, to whicli

this is a moderate and goofl-humoured reply. Sec p. 145.

X This execution was against the heirs or representatives of Mr

Beaumont^ who hati died several years before the date of this letter.

—

D. S.
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voiir, if you will take on you the trouble of irLs])o.sin^

of that sum of fitly pounds,* as an augmentation to

vour own charitable fund, or to any other charitai)le

use you shall jud^e ])n)])er, and that I desire may be

without any mention of my name.

If you desire an acquittrmce in any other form,

be pleased to draw one, and I will sicrn it. I shall

be ])roud of a visit in this mountainous country*

being, notwithstanding any coolness or misunder-

standing that has happened between us, as much as

ever.

Your afTectionatc friend and servant,

John Ci.oghek.

FROM LOUD HOIJXGBKOKK.

From my Farm, June i27, ^1^^.

I THANK vou, my dear Dean ; or, to use a name to

me more sacred, I thank you, my friend, for your letter

of the 23d of May, which came to me by post. I an-

swer it by the same conveyance ; and provided tiie

diligent inspection of private men's correspondence

do not stop our letters, they have my leave to do,

what they will do without it, to open and read them.

* Which the dividend upon Beaumont's effects seems to have

;iniounted to.
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It they expect to find anything which may do us

hurt, or them good, their disappointment will give

me ]ileasure, and in the proportion, I shall imagine

it gives them pain. I should have another ])leasure,

of higlier relish, if our epistles were to be perused by

persons of higher rank. And who knows, consider-

ing the mighty importance we are of, whether that

may not happen r' How would these persons stare,

to see such a thing as sincere cordial friendship sub-

sist inviolate, and grow and strengthen from year

to year, in spite of distance, absence, and mutual in-

utility !

But enough on this. Let us turn to other sub-

jects. I have read, in the golden verses of Pythago-

ras, or in some other collection of wise apoj)hthegms

of the ancients, that a man of business may talk of

philosophy, a man who has none may practise it.

A\'hat do you think of this maxim ? Is it exact? I

have a strange distrust of maxims. We make as

many observations as our time, our knowledge, and

the other means we have, give us the opportunity of

making on a physical matter. AVe find that they

all correspond, and that one general proposition may
be afBrmed as the result of them. This we aflirm,

and in consequence this becomes a maxim among
our followers, if we have any. Thus the King of

Siam affirmed, that water was always in a fluid state

;

and I doubt not but the Talapoins (do they not call

them so?) held this maxim. Neither he, nor they, had

ever climbed the neighbouring mountains of Ava

:

theirobservations were confined to the burning climate

they inhabited. It is much the same in moral max-

ims, founded on observations of the conduct of men ;

J
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for there are other moral maxims of iiiuversal truth,

as there are moral duties oi" eternal obli^^ation. W^e

see what the conduct is, and we guess what the mo-

tives are, of great numbers of men : but then we see

often at too great a distance, or through a faulty me-
dium ; we guess with much uncertainty from a tlu)u-

sand reasons concerning a thing as various, as chan-

srincf. '<^^ inconsistent as the ht\'irt of man. And even

when we see right, and guess right, we build our

maxims on a small number of observations, (for such

they are comparatively, how numerous soever they

may be, taken by themselves,) which our own age

and our own country chiefly have presented to us.

You and I have known one man in particular,*

who affected business he often hindered, and never

did ; who had the honour among some, and the blame

among others, of bringing about great revolutions in

his own country, and in the general affairs of Eu-
rope ; and who was, at the same time, the idlest crea-

ture living ; who was never more copious than in ex-

pressing, when that was the theme of the dav, iiis in-

difference to power, and his contempt of what we
call honours, such as titles, ribbons, &:c. who should,

to have been consistent, have had this indifference,

and have felt this contempt, since he knew neither

how to use power, nor how to wear honours, and yet

who was jealous of one, and fond of the other, even

to ridicule. This character seems sin<rular cnou'di,

and yet I have known some resembling it very nmch

• The Earl of Oxford
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in iionoral, and niaiiv exactly like it, in the stronjxcst

marks it lx)re.

Now let tis snppose, that some Koclicfoue^uilt or

(Uher, some antliroi^inomieal sa«j^e, should discover a

nndtitude of similar instances, and not stund)le upon

any one repugnant ; you and 1 should not, liowever,

receive for a maxim, that he who aflfects business,

never does it : nor this, that lie who brinies about

«rreat revolutic^is, is always idle : nor this, that he

who expresses indiirerenee to power, and contempt

of honours, is jealous of one, and fond of the others.

l*roceed we now, dear doctor, to the ap])li cation.

A man in business, and a man who is out of it, may
equally talk of philosophy ; that is certain. The
question is, whether the man in business may not

practise it, as well as the man out of business ? I

think he mav, in this sense, as easily ; but sure I am,

he may, in this sense, as usefully. If we look into

the world, our part of it T mean, we shall find, I be-

lieve, few philosophers in business, or out of busi-

ness. The greatest part of the men I have seen in

business, perhaps all of them, have been so far from

acting on philosophical ])rinci])les, that is, on princi-

ples of reason and virtue, that they haye not acted

even on the highest principles of vice. I haye not

known a man of real ambition ; a man who sacrificed

all his passions, or made them all subservient to

that one ; but I have known many, whose vanity

and whose avarice mimicked ambition. The great-

est part of the men I have .seen out of business, have

been so far from practising philosophy, that they have

lived in the world arrant triflers ; or, retiring from
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it, have tlillen into stupid iiulok'iKc, and dcscrvod

such an inscTij)ti()n as Seneca mentions, in one of his

letters to Luciiius, to liave l)een ])ut over the door of

one Vattia, '* Hie .situ.s est raffu/.^' J{ut, for all this,

1 think that a man in business may practise philoso-

phy as austerely to himself, and more beneficiallv to

mankind, than a man out oi' it. The stoics were an

affected, pedant ical sect ; but I have ahvavs appro-

ved that rule of the Portujuc, that a philosopher was

not to exem})t himselt" from the duties of societv, nei-

ther in the conununity to which he particularly be-

longed, nor in tlic i^reat community of mankind.

Mencius, and his master Confucius, were stranire me-
taphysicians, but they were <;ood moralists, and they

divided their doctrines into three parts ; the duties

of a man, as an individual, as a member of a family,

and as a member of a state. In short, a man may be,

many men have been, and some are, I believe, phi-

losophers in business ; he that can be so out of it, can

be so in it.

Hut it is impossible to talk so nuich of ])hilosophy,

and ibrget to speak of Pope, lie is actually ram-

bling from one friend's house to another. He is now
at Cirencester ; he came thither from my Lord Cob-

ham's : he came to my Lord Cobham's from Mr Dor-

mer's ; to Mr Dormer's from London ; to London
from Chiswick ; to Chiswick from my farm ; to my
farm from his own garden ; and he goes soon from

Lord Bathurst's to Lord Peterborow's ; after which,

he returns to my farm again. The demon of verse

sticks close to him. He has been imitatin^r the sa-

tire of Horace, which begins Anihuhaifiniin collegia

pharmncopolce, 6cc., and has chosen rather to weaken
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the imaixcs, than to hurt chaste oars overmuch.* He
has sent it nie ; but 1 sliall keep his secret as he de-

sires, and shall not, 1 think, return him the copy ; for

the rogue has tixed a ridicule upon me, which some

events of my life would seem ])erhaps to justify him

in doing. I am glad you a])])rove his moral essays.f

Thev will do more good than the sermons and wri-

tings of some who had a mind to tind great fault

witli them. And if the doctrines taught, hinted at,

and implied in them, and the trains of consequences

deducible from these doctrines, were to be disputed

in prose, I think he would have no reason to appre-

hend either the free-thinkers on one hand, or the

narrow dogmatists on the other. Some few things

may be ex])ressed a little hardly ; but none are, I be-

lieve, unintelligible. I will let him know your com-

plaints of his silence ; which I wonder at the more,

because he has often spoke in such a manner, as made

me conclude you heard from him pretty regularly.

• The translation is entitled, " Sober Advice from Horace, imi-

tatetl from his second sermon," and begins :

—

The tribe of templars, players, apothecaries,

Pimps, poets, wits, Lord Fannys, Lady Marys
;

And all the court in tears and half the town,

lament dear charming OldOeld, dead and gone ;

Engaging Oldfield, who, with grace and ease,

Could join the arts to ruin and to plea.se.

I
B<^)lingbroke, in his younger days, was not<^d for gallantry and

dissipation. The following seems to be the passage in which he is

alluded to :

—

And yet some care of 8 should be had.

Nothmg w mean, for which he can't run mad
;

His wit confirms him but a slave the more,

.\nd makes a princess whom he found a whore.
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Your compliments shall be paid likewise to the other

friends you mention.

You com])lain of the vast alteration which the last

seven years have made in you ; and do you believe,

that they have not made proportionable alterations

in us ? Satisfy yourself they have. We all <^o the

same road, and kee{) nuich the same stages. I^et

this consideration, therefore, not hinder you from co-

ming among us. You shall ride, walk, trifle, meddle,

chide, and be as ill-bred as you ])lease ; and the in-

dulgence you receive on those heads you shall return

on these or others. Adieu.

I will speak to you about books next time I write,

if I can recollect what I intended to say u})on a })as-

sage in your letter ; or if anything else, worth say-

ing, comes into my head. Adieu, my friend.

FROM THE EARL OF OXFORD.

Dover Street, Aug. 8, 1734.

Good Mr Dean,
It is now so long since I have troubled you with

a letter, that I am almost quite ashamed to do it now ;

but the truth of the case is this, I cannot be longer

easy any farther to defer my making my due acknow-

ledo-ments to you in the best manner I can, for the

many kind remembrances I have received from un-

der your own hand, and your obliging notice of me
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in VDur letters to Mr Poi^e, \'C. It was an extreme

great pleasure to uie to find that I still maintained a

share in vour tlKniixlits, that 1 was still wortliy to re-

ceivc your commands ; I diil my best, I did all that

lav in mv power to obey them ; T wish there had

betMi better success. I assure you this, that there is

no person, (1 speak without exceptini^ one,) whose

commands I would more readily obey than yours ; I

hope you will be so i^ood as to indulge me, and make
use of your power often : I value myself not a little

upon this score, and you see here how easy it is for

you to make one happy, which is more than can be

said of .

I shall now take the liberty to talk to you a little

upon family affairs ; and my encouragement to do it

proceeds from this, that ever since 1 have been so

fortunate to be accpiainted with you, you have in the

kindest manner always taken part in whatever for-

tune befel me or my family.

Indulge, therefore, the fondness of a father, to

detain you so long, as to give a sincere friend some

account of the com})leting a great work, the dispo-

sal of an only daughter in marriage, and in these

times.

The whole affair was conducted with as much care

and consideration as we were capable of: when we
looked over and weighed the many offers that had

been proposed to us, and what sort of creatures they

were composed of, this person we have now chosen

had the fairest and most unexce])tionable character,

and as his composition is the most unlike the gene-

rality of the young gentlemen of this age, which you

will think was no small ingredient toward our ap-
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probation of him ; as 1 liopu and long niucli to see

you in Kni^land, 1 believe when yon see the duke*

you will be pleased witii him, and you will not dis-

aj)|)rove of our ehoiee ; as he is free from the prc-

vailini; (pialifications of the present set of vouni^

people of (piality, such as <raniiti<r, sharpintj^, pilfer-

ing, lying, ^.c. tVc. so on the contrary, he is endowed
with quahfications they are strangers to, sucli as jus-

tice, honour, excellent temper both of mind and body,

allability, living well with his own family ; and the

manner in which he proposed himself was what be-

came a gentleman and a man of honour. Thus you

see I have given you a long account of this affair,

and the reasons which induced us to consent to this

match. I flatter myself that you will not be dis-

pleased with the account I have given vou of the

crentlcman to whom we have ijiven our dauuhter.

My wife and my daughter desire your acceptance

of their humble service, with manv wishes for the

enjoyment of your health, and would be very glad

to see you over here.

Mr IVpe has been upon the ramble above these

two months : he is now with my Lord Peterborow,

near Southampton, where he proposes to stay some
time. This morning died A\'illis, ]^isliop of A\^in-

chester ; and is to be succeeded by Hoadly, and far-

ther I cannot say.

Pray, has Mr Jebbf got any preferment ? I was

William Bcntinck, the second Duke of Portland.— I). S.

t An English clergyman, who, soon after the date of this letter,

got very good preferment in the church of Ireland. In the year
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ver>' glad to hear that he had a share in your good

opinion : I hope he has done nothing to forfeit it.

What has ])revented Mr Faulkner tVoni sending over

your works?* he jironiised to send them over the

end of la5t May at the farthest. 1 am, with true re-

gard and esteem, Sir, your most obliged and most

faithful humble servant,

Oxford.

FROM LADY HOWTH.

Kilfanc, near Kilkenny, Aug. 15, 1734.

Sir,

To shew you how much 1 covet your correspond-

ence, I would not even give myself time to rest; for

gratitude obliges me to return you thanks for all

your favours, in ])articular your last, which quite

cured me of my cold. I can as yet give you no ac-

count of this country, but that I have been mightily

hurried, settling my little family. We all got safe

here on Monday night ; and this day was the fair of

1768, he was prflK»ndary of Christ-churdi, Dublin, and rector of St

ThomaA in the Ka«t.—D. S.

• These were the first four volumes in octavo, which were actu-

ally revised and corrected by Swift himself, as indeed were afterward

the two sub6e<^juent volumes, printed by Faulkner in the year 1738.

—D. S.
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l^onnct's Bridge, where 1 had two gentlemen on ])ur-

pose to look out for a ])ad for you, but there was not

one to be got ; but if there be any such thing to be

had as a good trotter, such a one as 1 know you like,

I will have it. I do not know whether you will be

as free in writing as you are in speaking ; but I am
sure, were I at your eli)()w when you read this, you

would bid nie go to a writing-school and a si)elling-

l)Ook. My lord joins me in begging you will accept

of our best wishes ; and hope you will believe nie to

be, what I really am, your affectionate friend and

humble servant,

Lucy HowTH.

FROM DR SriP:Rli)AN.

August 1(), IT.'ii.

Dear Deax,

A LITTLE before I go to Dublin 1 intend to kill

a buck, and send you some of it. Mr Hamilton has

promised me that favour. He has the best and fat-

test venison I ever tasted ; and the finest boat, and

the finest situation, and the finest house, and the

finest hall, and the finest wife and children, and the

finest way of living, I ever met. You live in Dub-

lin among a parcel of rabble ; I live at Castle-Hamil-

ton among gentlemen and ladies : you live u]K)n

chaffed mutton, I live upon venison : you drink be-
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nicarlo wine, I drink ri^lit French niaru^osc : you

hoar iK^hinji but noise; witli ravishini;- nuisic my
ears are tkhijjhteil. If you were here you would ne-

ver go back a<i^ain. 1 fancy that 1 never shall ; and

that 1 shall be able soon to keep my coach, and brin<r

you down into this elysiuni, which is both my taste

and my choice.

Pouvoir choisir, et choisir le meilleur, ce sont deux

avanta«^es (ju a le bon i^out. C'est done un des plus

rrrands don du ciel d'etre n^ homme de bon choix.

And to give you a sample of my good choice, 1

choose to end with this French maxim, having no

more to write, but my love to my mistress, and ser-

vice to all friends.

I am yours to the day ofjudgment,

Thomas Sheridan.

TO THE DUKE OF CHANDOS.*

Aug, 31, 1734.

.My Lord,
Although I have \onrr had the honour to be an

humble servant to your grace, yet I do not remem-

• On this nobleman the Dean wrote ;i severe epigram lx;gin-

ning :

—

Juae* Bridget and the Dean at first were friend«, &c.

^^')lich was probably occasioned by the mi.scarriage of the present ap-
3
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ber to have ever written you a letter, at least j>ince

luT majesty's death. For tliis reason, your f^race will

reasonably wontler to liiul a man wholly forgotten

be^in a eonnneree by making a recjuest. For which

1 ean oiler no other excuse, than that freciuent appli-

cation has been made t(^ me, by many learned and

worthy persons ol' this city and kingdom ; who, ha-

vinir heard that I was not uid^nown to vou, seldom

failed any o|)portunity of pressing me to solicit your

<:race, of whose generous nature fame has well in-

formed them, to make a j)resent of those ancient re-

cords, in paper or })archmcnt, \vhich relate to this

kingdom, that were formerly collected, as we have

heard, bv the late Karl of Clarendon, durinL!: his i^o-

vernment here, and are now in your grace's ])osses-

sion.* They can be of no use in England, and the

siirht of them will be of little value to foreiixn virtu-

osi ; and they naturally belong to this ])oor kingdom.

I could wish they were of great intrinsic value, so as

to be sold on the Exchange for a thousand pounds,

because you would then part with them at the first

hint, merely to gratify your darling passion of gene-

plicatiun, in the course of wliich the Duke said tlie Dean was an en-

tire stranger to liini. See the circumstance alluded to in a letter to

Lady Betty Germain, 8th June, IT^o, and the epigram itself, Vol.

XIV. p. 373.

• These collections were made by Sir James Ware, the celebrate*!

Irish anti(jiiary, al)out the middle of the 17th century. They were

actiuircd by Lord Clarendon, son of the historian, when lord-lieute-

nant, in l686, brought by him into England, sold after his death,

and purchased bv the Duke of Chandos.

vol.. XVIII. r
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rosity ami inunificonco : aiul yet, since tliev arc only

valuable in the ])laee of their birth, like the rest of

our natives, 1 ho})e \o\\ will be ])revaile(l on to j)art

uith them, at the humble request of many very de-

serving persons in this city and university. In return

for which bounty, the memory of it shall be preser-

ved in that honourable manner, which so generous a

patron of learning as your grace will be certainly

pleased with. And at their request alone, I desire

your compliance, without the least mention of my-
self, as any way instrumental.

I entreat your grace's pardon for this interruption ;

and remain, with the greatest respect, my TiOrd,

Your grace's, ^:c.

Jon. Swift.

FROM MRS PENDARVES.

Little Brrx.k Street, Sept. 9, 1734.

Sir,

I FIND your correspondence is like the singing of

the nightingale ; no bird sings so sweetly, but the

pleasure is quickly past; a month or two of harmony,

and then we lose it till next spring ; I wish your fa-

vours may as certainly return. I am, at this time,

not only deprived of your letters, but of all other

means of inquiring after your health ; your friends

and my correspondents being dispersed to their sum-

mer cjuarters, and know as little of you as I do. I

I



l.l'lSlOI.AKV COllRKSrONDKNCI . 22:i.H

liavo wot forirot one mortifvint; article on this occa-

sion ; aiul if your desin^n in ne<;leetin;^ me was to

humble inc, it has taken cllect ; could 1 lind out the

means of being revenf^ed, I would most certainly j)ut

it in execution ; but I have only the malice of an in-

censed ne«^lected woman, without the ])ower of re-

turning it. The last letter 1 writ to you was from

Clouccster, about a twelvemonth ago ; af\er that I

went to I.oiif^-Leat to my I^adv Weymouth ; came

to town in January, where I have remained ever

since, except a few weeks 1 spent at Sir John Stan-

lev's, at Northend, the Dclville of this ])art of the

world. I hope Xaboth's vineyard tlourishes ; it al-

ways has my good wishes, though I am not near

enough to partake of its fruits. The town is now
empty, and, by most people, called dull ; to me it

is just agreeable, for I have most of my ])articular

friends in town, and my sui)ertluous acquaintance I

can very well spare. My Lord Carteret is at Hawnes

;

my Lady Carteret is in town, luirsing my I^ady J)y-

sart, who is brought to bed of a very tine son, and in

hopes of my I^ady \Vey mouth's being soon under the

same circumstance. I have not seen my I^ord Ha-

thurst since I was at iiis house in (iloucestershire ;

that is a mischief I believe you have produced ; ibr

as lonir as I could entertain him with an account of

his friend the Dean, he was glad to see me ; but late-

ly we have been great strangers. Mrs Donnellan

sometimes talks of making a winter's visit to Dublin,

and has vanity enough to think you are one of those

that will treat her kindly ; her loss to me will be ir-

reparable, beside the mortification it will be to me to

have her go to a place where I should so gladly ac-
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comjxinv lirr. 1 kiK^w slic will ho just, and tell the

reasons why I could not. this year, take such a ])ro-

gress. After havin^^ forced niyselt into your coni})any,

it will be impertinent to make you a longer visit, and

destroy the intention of it ; which was only to assure

you of mv being, Sir, your most faithful and obliged

humble servant,

M. l^KNDARVES.

FROM MR POPE AND LORD BOLIXG-
BROKE.

Sept. 15, 17.^4.

I HAVE ever thought you as sensible as any man I

knew, of all the delicacies of friendship ; and yet I

fear, (from what Lord B. tells me you said in your

last letter.) that you did not ([uite understand the rea-

son of my late silence. I assure you it proceeded

wholly from the tender kindness I bear you. When
the heart is full, it is angry at all words that cannot

come up to it ; and you are now the man in all the

world I am most troubled to write to, for you are the

friend T have left whom I am most grieved about.

Death has not done worse to me in separating poor

Gay, or any other, than disease and absence in divi-

ding us. I am afraid to know how you do, since most

accounts I have give me pain for you, and 1 ain un-

willing to tell vou the condition of my own health.

If it were good, I would see you ; and yet if I found

I
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voii in that very condition of deafness, which made
you Hv iVoni us while we were to*^ether, what coin-

fort could we derive from it? In writing;- oftcMi I

should liiul nrcat relief, could we write freely ; and

yet when I have done so, you seem, by not answer-

iuix in a verv lon«r time, to feel either the same un-

easiness I do, or to abstain from some prudential rea-

sons. Yet 1 am sure, nothing that you and 1 would

say to each other, (though our whole souls were to

be laid oj)en to the clerks of the post-oflice,) could

hurt cither of us so much, in the opinion of an ho-

nest man or good subject, as the intervening, oflicious

inj])ertincnce of those goers between us, who in Kng-

land pretend to intimacies with you, and in Ireland

to intimacies with me. I cannot but receive anv that

call upon me in your name, and in truth they take

it in vain too often. I take all opportunities of jus-

tifying you against these friends, especially those who
know all you think and write, and repeat your slight-

er verses. It is generally on such little scraps that

witlings feed ; and it is hard the world should judge

of our house-keeping from what we tiing out to the

dogs, yet this is often the consequence. But they

treat you still worse, mix their own with yours, print

them to get uK^ney, and lay them at your door.

This 1 am satisfied was the case in the Epistle to a

Lady ; it was just the same hand, (if I have any

judgment in style,) which ])rinted your Life and

Character before, which you so strongly disavowed

in your letters to Lord Carteret, myself, and others.

I was verv well informed of another fact which con-

vinced me yet more ; the same person who gave this

to be printed, offered to a bookseller a piece in prose
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of vours, as conimissionod by you, which has since

appeared and been owned to be his own. 1 think (1

say oncx? more) that 1 know your hand thouujh you

did not mine in the Essay on Man. I beg your pardon

for not teUing yon, as I should, had you been in

lOnirland ; but no secret can cross your Irish Sea, and

every ck^rk in the ])ost-ofrice had known it. 1 fancy,

though you lost sight of nic in the first of those es-

says, you saw me in the second. The design of con-

ceahng myself was good, and had its full effect ; I

was thought a divine, a philosopher, and what not;

and my doctrine had a sanction I could not have gi-

ven to it. Whether I can proceed in the same grave

march like Lucretius, or must descend to the ijaieties

of Horace, I know not, or whether I can do either

;

but be the future as it will, I shall collect all the past

in one fair quarto this winter, and send it you, where

you will find frequent mention of yourself. I was

glad you suffered your writings to be collected more
completely than hitherto, in the volumes I daily ex-

pect from Ireland ; I wish it had been in more pomp,
but that will be done by others ; yours are beauties,

that can never be too finely dressed, for they will

ever be young. I have only one piece of mercy to

beg of you ; do not laugh at my gravity, but permit

me to wear the beard of a philosopher, till I pull it

off, and make a jest of it myself. It is just what my
Ivord Bolingbroke is doing with metaphysics. I hope,

you will live to see, and stare at the learned figure

he will make, on the same shelf with Locke and

Malbranche.

You see how I talk to you, (for this is not writing ;)

if you like I should do so, why not tell me so ? if it
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be the least pleasure to you, 1 will write once a-week

most irlaillv ; but can you abstract the letters iVoni

the person who writes them, so far, as not to feel more

vexation in the thought of our separation, and those

misfortunes which occasion it, than satisfaction in the

nothings he can express ? If you can, really and from

my lieart, 1 cannot. I return again to melancholy.

Pray, however, tell me, is it a satisfaction ? that will

make it one to me ; and we will think alike, as friends

ought, and you shall hear from me punctually just

when you will.

rOSTSCRTPT BY LORD ROLINOr.ROKK.

Our friend, who is just returned from a progress

of three months, and is setting out in three days with

me for the Batli, w^here he will stay till toward the

middle of October, left this letter with me yesterday,

and I cannot seal and dispatch it till I have scribbled

the remainder of this page full. He talks very pomp-
ously of my meta])hysics,* and places them in a very

honourable station. It is true I have writ six letters

and a half to him on subjects of that kind, and I pro-

pose a letter and a half more, which would swell the

whole up to a considerable volume, l^ut he thinks

me fonder of the name of an author than I am. \Mien

he and you, and one or two other friends, have seen

them, sati,s ma^x^ium theatrum mihi estis, I shall not

have the itch of making them more public. I know

* It is sutiicientlv acknowledged, " tliat tlie doctrine of the Essay

on Man was received from Bolin^jhroke. Wliat Bolingbrokc supplied

could he only the first principles; the order, illustration, and eni-

bcllishnicnts, must be all Pope's."

—

Johnson.
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bow little rcizanl you pav to \vritiiii;s of this kiiul

;

hut I iniaiiinc that if voii can like any such, it must

be those that strip metaphysics of all their bombast,

keep witliiu the sight of eyery well-constituted eye,

and never bewilder theuiselvcs while they pretend to

guide the reason of others. I writ to you a long let-

ter some time ago, and sent it by the post. Did it

come to vom* hands ? or did the inspectors of private

corres])ondence stop it, to reyenge themselves of the

ill said oi them in it ? / Wt',, et mc (ima.

BOLINGBROKE.

nCKLE-IlERRING TO MR FAULKNER.*

SlRIlA.t

Are not you the rascal that makes so free with

my family ?—Had you once recollectexi that, grace-

less and despised as he is, that same Serjeant Kite:]:

was my brother, and, however marred in the making,

was born to be as great a man as myself; had you

thought with what vengeance a man in my high sta-

• Indorsed by Dr Sw ift, " An excellent droll paper."—F.

t This humorous letter, althou^^h addressed to Mr Faulkner, was

ultimately designed for the entertainment of Dr Swift.—F.

^ Bettesworth, Serjeant at law, whose character is well known for

the ai>sault he made upon Dr Swift in the year 173.S, was frcrjuently

j»er.->ecutc<l by the young poets under the name of Serjeant Kite.—F.

Some of the adventurers in this pwtical warfare, which seems to
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tion call espouse any one's (|iian\ 1, and es|)ccially that

of a sinking hrother, durst you presume to run these

leiiiiths ?—Mark what I am ijoin!^ to say ; bitter is

the sorrow Jiot, sour, and cutting is the sauce you are

to taste after your merry conceits on mv poor bro-

ther ; and what mortal can expect better, tliat med-
dles witli the very worst of tlie liimilv of tlie Pickles?

—Recollect at last, and tremble ! Whom liast thou

offended and stirred up to wrath, thou little ])itif"ul

swad ?—More would 1 sav to tliee, but that I take

thee ri<j;ht, I Icok ujxjn thee only as the foul pipe

throuLrh Avhich the filth and mistiness of the whole

nation is s(piirted in the teeth of my unfortunate bro-

thel*, the luducky <rniceless dog, that has brought all

this on himself; but alas, my brother !— Jkit, how-

ever provoked, are your scribbling spitfires never to

be satisfied ? one should think, that bv this time, if

the poor soul had not enough, tiiey certainly had ! Is

it not sufficient for them to see a man of learning and

law, a man of singular inimitable eloquence, a man

luive interested the Dublin public for some time, are enumerated in

a doggrel poem, entitled, Tlie Case truly stated l)et\veen 8[]\vift|] and

BCctteswortli.]] Printed in the year 173().

From Duncan, the Dean's only darling,

To his far-off' relation Starling :

They say black Tisdal's of your party.

And Tom, and bold translator (arty ;

One makes an epigram, and one

Sets all his wits to make a pun

Another writes a long-tail'd poem.

The author's Starling all niay know him ;

Because he had the luck to find

So many words of the same kind.

Crowding together, rhyming Hcttcs-worth,

As, Nets-worth, Lets-worth, Sets-worth. Dctti-worih.
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of unpanilK'li'd i^nu-cful action, a man ol' nns])oak-

al)K\ inroncrivahlc truth, justice, and sincerity, ex-

emplary religion, strict virtue, nice honour, and ster-

ling worth in «rcneral. ])ast findinir out '^
I say, is it

not sullicient to see a luminary like this now shinintr

in meridian lustre, but anon set for ever in a ])uddly

cloud ? Is it not suthcicnt to see him so umnasked

and stiiiniatized, that he can l)e no lonirer a tool even

for a court sharper, and (what's worst of all for him)

no lon«rcr to be in pav with them? Is it not suHi-

cient to see his poor skull (C4od help it I) incurably

bumped and bullied by that damnable bounce of his

ajrainst the pulpit cornish ? Is it not sufficient to see

with what pain and shame he wriggles along by that

confounded splinter of the bar, he lately got thurst

into his , and which has left him a running sore

to bis dying day ? Is it not sulficient to sec him, all

tbc last term, walk about in merry sadness, an idle

spectator in the courts, where be was not retained

even for his most noted talent of dirt-flinger ? O you

swarms of green counsels and attorneys ! I wonder

not to see you posted about Idler's Corner,* looking

sharp, as dinnerless men, for a lucky po]) on a client;

but why, oh ! why shoidd tliis ever be the case of

my hapless brother? (>) fortune, fortune, cruel arc

thy sjHjrls !— Is it not suilicient to sec him doubly

tormented in putting a good countenance on treat-

ment, which is inwardly gnawing and consuming

him ? in which state his whole comfort is, that for

* Irller's Corner in a bof>l»M?lIer'» shop, the corner of High-street

AxA C hrUt-( hunh-laiic, Dublin, near the four courts—F.
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lialta score years at least, his conscience could never

iij)hrai(l him : O the ct)inr()rt of an easy conscience!

Is it not sutlicicnt to see him at Hallysjicllin, and

everywhere he goes, tlie common butt of gibe, wink,

and titter ? Is it not snflicient, that after what has

been Hvin'/ about since he left it, he knows not how
to shew his face in town, nor how to stand the infi-

nite mortifications he is to meet with tliis winter?

Is it not sufTicient, that, as his case stiuuls, it is the

Serjeant against all the world, and all the world

against the serjeant ? wretched case, when a crea-

ture has not even the cheap relief of common pity !

And is not all this sufTicient ? No, the virulent crew

tell me, that as Ioiilt as the terrible tumour in his

breast continues hard, the caustic and corrosives must

be applied, and that none, but injudicious quacks,

would talk of emollients and lenitives, initil some at

least of the corrupt and fetid matter is discharged. In

short, they tell me, that as long as the cause remains,

and the world likes the operations, the cure nnist go

on the same way ' ^^'ell, go on, ye scoundrels, go

on ! and make him as wretched and contemptible as

you can I and when you have done your worst, I will

make a provision for him that shall alarm you all ;

shall make some burst with envy, and others to look

on him with a merry face, whom they so long beheld

with hatred and derision.

To keep neither him nor the world longer in sus-

pense, know ye, that I will take him home to my-

self, and after a little of my tutoring, not a turn in

his intellects, expression, or action, (which now are

subject of satire,) that shall not soon become matter
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of liiiih pancirvric. (> vc do^j-s ycni. I will set him

over all your htads ! 1 will ailvaiico liiiii to a i)lace

of performance, whieh lu^ was hi)rn tor, and wliicli,

(however he thought of it all the while,) he was not

ill bred to ; and there he is sure to meet with the ho-

nour and applause he might in vain exj)eet on any

other stage.

As for your part, little pert w hipper-snapper Faul-

kner,* is it base fear, or is it insufferable vanity in

you, to talk of correction from the hands of my bro-

ther? Had vou been anvlhin«' above the sorrv rem-

iiant of a man, you might perhaps come in for the

honour of a gentle drubbing ; but a little rascal, that

h.is already one leg in the grave, a\ hat satisfaction

or credit would it be to him to beat thee abominably,

or even slav thee outriijht ? No, but, sirha, if our bro-

ther Doctor Anthonyf were alive,— rot you, in spite

of vour rascally Keven-baibi and your scribblincr ia-

nissaries, he should set uj) his wheel just before your

door, and on his pole, thrust up your fundament, he

should twirl you about till \our brains tumbled down

• Fatilkncr harl hut one log.

f A whiiiisiral kiml of man, who ha<l ahundanrc <»f low Inimoiir,

and frcHjut-ntly ummI to entc-rtain the schoolUiys and populace with his

kano^jcit anil jileasantry, mounter! u|K>n a ladder in some corner of

a ftrect. He di«*d aliout eight or ten years l>efore the date of this let-

ter.—F.

X Keren-Bayl was a cant name for the moh of the Lilierty of St

Patridf. The inten*«rt whi< h thev took in the Dean's hehalf on oc-

canoo of Serjeaot Bcttesworth'n threats of pers^nial violrnre, h ex-

pressed in the rertes, entitle<l " The Yahoo's overthrow, or the Ke-
ran-BajI's new Ballail uptm Serjeant Kite's insulting the Dean."
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into tlic hollow of your wooden shin hone, ami till

all the hcMies in your skin rattled and sna])|HHl like

pipestoppers in a hiadder. Take that from \uur

sworn aiul mortal enemy,

riCKLK-TlKUUINC.

FROM DU AKHUTHXOT.

Hampstoa«l, Oct. 4, 173+.

Mv Dl.AR AND WUUTIIY FkIKND,
You liave no reason to put me amonnr the rest of

your tbri^ctl'ul friends ; for I wrote two lon^ letters

to you, to which 1 never reeeived one word of an-

swer. The first was about your health ; the last I

sent a great while ago, by one De la Mar. I ean as-

sure you, with great truth, that none of vour friends

or ae(piaintanee has a more warm heart toward you
than myself. I am going out of this troublesome

world : and you, among the rest of my friends, shall

have my last prayers, and good wishes.

The young man whom you recouunended, eamc
to tills place, and I promised to do him what service

my ill state of health would permit. I came out to

this place so reduced by a dr()|)sy and an asthma, that

I could neither sleep, breathe, eat, or move. 1 most

earnestly desired and begged of God, that he woidd
take me. Contrary to my expectation, upon ventu-

ring to ride (which I had forborne for some years,
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because of hlooilv water) 1 nn^ovrred my strcii^tli to

a pretty considerable decree, slept, and had my sto-

mach af^in ; hut T expect the return ofmy symptoms,

upon mv return to Ii()nd(>n,anil theretiu'n of tlie win-

ter. I am not in circmnstances to Hve an idle country

life ; and no man, at my ati^e, ever recovered of such

a disease, farther than !)y an abatement of the symp-

toms. \\'hat I did, I can assure you, was not for

life, but ease. For 1 am, at ])r("sent, in the case of a

man that was almost in harbour, and then blown

back to sea ; who has a reasonable hope of t^oinpr to

a p)od j)lace, and an absolute certainty of leaving a

very bad one. ^Jot that I have any particular dis-

gust at the world ; for I have as great comfort in my
own familv, and from the kindness of my friends, as

any man : but the world, in the main, dis])leases mc

;

and I have too true a presentiment of calamities that

are likely to befall my country. However, il' 1 should

have the haj)piness to sec you before I die, you will

find that I enjoy the comforts of life with my usual

cheerfulness. 1 cannot imagine why you arc fright-

ed from a journey to England. 'I'he reasons you as-

sign are not sufficient : the journey, I am sure, would

do you good. In general, I recommend riding, of

which I have always had a good opinion, and can

now confirm it from my own experience.

My family give you their love and service. The
Ijrreat loss I sustained in one of them, gave me my
first shock ; and the trouble I have with the rest, to

bring them to a right temper, to bear the loss of a

father, who loves them, and whom they love, is real-

ly a most sensible affliction to me. I am afraid, my
dear friend, we ^hall never see one another more in
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tills world. I shall, to the last moment,* preserve

inv love and esteem tor voii, beiiiLT well assured vou

will never leave the paths ut virtue and honour; for

all that is in this world is not worth tlu^ least devia-

tion tVoin that way. It will he <i;reat pleasure ti) me
to hear from you sometimes ; for none eaii he with

more sineerity than I am, my dear irieiid, your most

faithful friend, and huinhle servant,

Jo. AKiuniiNor.

FROM SIR W IIJ.IAM IOWNES.1

From my OWrvatory in the ParlianK-nt

HnllSO, (Vto»)tT 18, IT.'il.

Sir,

TiiKUK are a sort of <;entlemen, who, after great

labour and cost, have at last found out, that two

dishes of meat will not cost half so mueh as five or

six, and vet answer the end of tillinLT the bellies of as

many as usually fed upon the five or six.

T have considered that a like sort of reduction in

other articles, may have the like proportion of good

eflect ; as for instance, when any one bespeaks a pair

of shoes, a pair of stockings, or a jiair of gloves, they

• Dr Arbutlinot died in March, I7'J4-.'».—H.

^ Indorsed, '' A himiorous project."—D. S.
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shmiKl bi'spoak a ])air and a half of cacli, and make

use of tlirsc turn about: I am very confident they

Avill answer the end of two pair ; by which good ma-

nai^ement a (piarter part of the expense in those ar-

ticles mav be saved. l\rha])s it may be objected,

that this is a spoibng of truck* : to ^\ hicli I answer,

that when the makers of those sorts of ware shall re-

duce tlicir rates a quarter ]iart, (instead of enhancing

tliem, as has been done in some kite years unreason-

ably,) and now ougiit to be reduced according to tlie

rates of wool and leather ;

Then it may be reasonable to bespeak two ])air in-

stead of a ])air and a half

Another objection may be started as to gloves,

with a query, AVhich of the hands shall be obliged

with two gloves? To this I answer, That generally

the left hand is used but seldom, and not exposed as

the other to many offices ; one of which in particular

is the handling of ladies. For these reasons, two

gloves ought to be granted to the right hand.

There are many other frugal improvements, which,

as soon a.s 1 have discoursed Thomas Turner the

quaker, who is now upon finding out the longitude,

and farther improving the latitude, I shall be able to

demonstrate what sort of meat, and the joints, will

best answer this frugal scheme, as likewise in clo-

thing, and other ])arts of good economy ; and they

shall be communicated to you by, Sir, your most

humble servant,

VuiiA) Ma:,

11
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TO MR VOVK.

N<)V<*nilM.'r I, 17'+.

1 HAVE yours with my Lord n()rmL,d)rokc\s post-

script of September 1,5 : it was lontr on its way, and

for some weeks after the date I was very ill with my
two inveterate disorders, <^iddiness and dealhess. The
latter is pretty well ofK but tlie other makes me totter

towards evenings, and much dispirits me. l^ut 1

continue to ride and walk, both ot" which, althoui^h

they be no cures, are at least amusements. I did

never imamne vou to be either inconstant, or to want

ritj^iit notions of friendship, but I ap[)rehend your

want of health : and it has been a fre(|uent wonder

to me how you have been able to entertain the world

so lonr^, so frequently, so ha])pi]y, under so many
bodilv disorders. My Lord Holini^broke says you

liav c been three months rambling, which is the best

tliiiiu you can possibly do in a summer season ; and

wiuii the winter recalls you, we will for our own in-

terest leave vou to vour own s])eculations. (iod i)e

thanked, I have done with everything, and of every

kind, that requires writin^r, except now and tlien a

letter ; or, like a true old num, seribbrm*^ tritles only

fit for children, or schoolboys of the lowest class at

best, w Inch three or four of us read and laugh at to-

day, and burn to-morrow. Yet, what is singular, T

never am w ithout some jn-eat work in view, enoui/h

to take up forty years of the most vigorous, healthy

VOL. xvm. Q
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man: althcMiLrli 1 am coiuinciHl that 1 sliall never be

able to tinisli three treatises, that liave hiiii by me se-

veral years, ami want nothing but correction. ]\ly

I^ord 1^ said in his postscript that you would go to

Bath in three days ; we since heard that you were

dangerously ill there, and that the newsmongers gave

you over. But a gentleman of this kingdom, on his

return from Bath, assured me lie lefl you well, and

so did some others whom I have forgot. 1 am sorry

at my heart that you are pestered with people who
come in my name, and I profess to you, it is without

my knmvledge. I am confident I shall hardly ever

have occasion again to recommend ; for my friends

here are very few, and fixed to the freehold, from

whence nothing but death will remove them. Sure-

ly I never doubted about your Essay on Man : and

I would lay any odds, that I would never fail to dis-

cover you in six lines, unless you had a mind to write

below or beside yourself on purpose. I confess I did

never imagine you were so deep in morals, or that so

many new and excellent rules could be ])r()duccd so

advantageously and agreeably in that science, from

any one head. I confess in some few places I was

forced to read twice ; I believe I told you before

what the Duke of Dorset said to me on that occa-

sion, how a judge here, who knows you, told him,

that on the first reading those essays, he was much
pleased, but found some lines a little dark ; on the

second, most of them cleared up, and his pleasure in-

creased ; on the third, he had no doubt remained,

and then he admired the whole. My I^ord Boling-

broke's attempt of reducing metaphysics to intelli-

gible sense and usefulness, will be a glorious under-
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taking; and as I never knew liini fail in anything lie

attempted, if he had the sole management, so I am
confident he will sueceed in this. I de>ire you will

allow that 1 write to you both at present, and so 1

shall while I live; it saves your money, and my
time; and he being your genius, no matter to whieh

it is addressed. I am ha})py that what you write is

printed in large letters ; otherwise, between the weak-

ness of my eyes, and the thickness of my hearing, I

should lose the greatest pleasure that is left me. IVay

command my Lord IJolingbroke to follow that ex-

ample, if I live to read his metiiphysics. Pray God
bless you both. I had a melancholy account from

the doctor oi' Ins health. I will answer his letter as

soon as I can. I am ever entirely yours,

Jon. Swift.

FROM THE KEY. MARMADLKE
PHILIPS.

Manton in Somorsctshire,

Not. 2, \7J^.

Sir,

You may be assured that I should not have denied

myself so long the pleasure of that great privilege

and favour you allowed me at our parting, of corre-

sponding with you while I staid in England, but

that I waited to give you some account of the suc-

cess of vour kind and friendlv negotiation for me in

the letter you were so good to give me to Lord Orrery,
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and lluit 1 coulil not do before tins week ; for though 1

d( liverofl mv credentials to his lordship nc ar a month
ago, vet wc did not talk over the alTair till very late-

Iv : for as 1 thouirht it niv dntv to wait his time and

leisure. 1 did not press him for an answer ; and as 1

have all the reason in the world to ima<i;inc, from the

manv friendlv oiliees vou have done me, that von

would rejoice at any i^ood that may befall me, so I

can at length tell you, that it was as favourable as I

could well wish for, considering every thing and cir-

eumstanee attending that aflair ; for it seems the

scheme in relation to Mr Taylor's giving my mother

and me so much money for our good-will in the

lease, can never take place, for many very good rea-

sons his lordship gave me, which are too tedious now
to trouble you witii : and therefore he only told me
in general terms, that as he thought our case a little

hard and severe, somewhat or other at the expiration

of the lease must be done for me, but in what man-

ner it was not possible for him to say ; which surely

was as much as any conscionable and reasonable man
(and God forbid that I should ever prove otherwise)

could expect ; in short, his kind reception of me at

Marston, and the handsome manner he has behaved

himself toward nje in ever}^ particular since I came
to him, has been like Lord Orrery himself; and now
to whom must I attribute all this ? not to any me-
rit or conduct of my own, for I am conscious of none,

but to the worthy Dean of St Patrick's, who takes

delight in doing all the good he can to those who
have the invaluable happiness and honour of being

acquainted with him ; and therefore what a monster

of ingratitude should I be not to acknowledge the

channel through which this intended bounty of his
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lorilsliip is to How to nic, kt it he more or less ? Ajl^-

no,sc() fontcm ; lor without controversy, you have In^en

the means of hrin«;inLr all this ahout ; for which \

shall say no more (being but bitter bad at making

speeches) but the Lord reward you, and to assure

you, good sir, that this your act of fii( ndship mauct

vt miuu'hit (dta tucute ri'i)(hs(uin. His lordshij) told

me that he would answer your letter very soon ; and

as his pen and head infinitely transcend mine, it is

likely you will have then a clearer and better account

of this matter than I can possibly give you.

I have been under an unspeakable concern at an

account T lately saw fnnn Ireland of a return of your

old disorders of i-iddiness and deafness : but I still

flatter myself that it is not so bad with you as my
fears have represented it, which makes me long im-

patiently to hear how you really are ; but I am in

hopes your usual iiicdicind ^ninna.stica will carry it

off; if it does not, more the pity say 1, and so will all

say, I am confident, that know you ; but surely ten

thousand times more ])ity is it that you are not like

one of Gulliver's Struldbrugs, immortal;* but alas!

that cannot be, such is the condition of miserable

man ; which puts me often in mind of the following

lines 1 have somewhere or other met with, which I

apply now and then to myself, by Avay of cordial.

Wliat's past we know, and wliat's to come must l)c.

Or good or bad, is mudi the sanic to me ;

Since death must end my joy or misery,

Fix'd be my thoughts on immortality.

• In some respects this may be considered as an ominous and si-

nister pre<liction of what really took place before the Dean's death.
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But hold ! I believe I begin to preach ; and it is well

if voii do not think by tins time that T imagine my-
self in HatluMmv^ ])iilj)it instead of writing a letter

to the Dean, and therefore 1 forbear.

I know writing in your present eireumstances

must be so very tnniblesome and uneasy to you,

that 1 am not (jnite so unreasonable as to expect it

from you ; but whenever your health permits you,

it will be an infinite pleasure and satisftiction to me
to hear from you ; and the safest way of sending a

letter to me will be under cover to T^ord Orrery, at

Marston, near Froome, in Somersetshire. I shall

trouble you, sir, with my compliments to my very

good friends and neighbours I^ady Acheson and her

mother, for whom I have a very real esteem and va-

lue, and also to Dr Helsham and his lady, and with

my very affectionate love and service to all my Sun-

day companions at the deanerv.f

I have no novelties to entertain vou with from

hence ; for here we lead a very retired and perfectly

rural life ; but when I get to London, (which I be-

lieve will not be till after Christmas, because, as I am
within ten or a dozen miles of Bath, I have some
thoughts of making a trip thither, and try what good
those waters will do me,) you may depend upon ha-

ving an account of what passes in the political and
learned world that is possible for me to come at and

• Mr Philips's lienefice, alx»ut three miles from DuMiri.—D. S.

t It was customary for the doctor's frienfls and acrjuaiiitancc to

visit him on Sunday aft^TTifKins, and spend tlie evening m itJi }»im ;

so that every one who wa.H at leisure to go there, was sure of meet-

ing variety of good company.—D. S.
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convey to you, and 1 hope to be then honoured with

all your commissions and commands in that ])hK'e ;

for r wish for nothinir more than an opportunity of

shcwiui;- with how much gratitude and true esteem

for all your favours, I am. Sir, your most ol)edient

and nnich obliged humble servant,

Marmaduki: Phimi's.

I have seen your friend Mrs Cope at Bath, and she

desired me to send her compliments to you.

FROM LADY BETTY GERMAIN.

London, Nov. 7, ITII-.

Do not accuse me of forsaking you : indeed it is

not the least in my thoughts ; but I heard you were

ill, and had no letter from you, so doubted being

troublesome. I was, about two months ago, at my
own house, and had my duke and duchess with me.

The rest of my time was divided between lord pre-

sident* and Knowle. I have now left their graces

in the country, where I hope they will not stay

long ; for she has been very ill, though now reco-

vered.

I am always more frighted when my friends are

sick there, because there is neither physic nor physi-

• Spencer, Earl of Wilmington.

—

li.
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cian that is good for an\ thin«^. liulecd I cannot an-

swer, whether your lord heiitenant will he tiic same

or not. All that 1 can say is. that if he asks njy con-

sent Tor it, he shall not have it. 1 have no acc^uaint-

ance with the Duke oi' Chandos, nor 1 believe has the

T^uke of Dorset much. And to be snre it wonld be

to no purpt^se to ask him for those records* again,

because, if he would have partetl with them, he would

have done it on your asking. And whether it be

useful or not, just to him, yet few people would care

t(^ part with what nuist enhance the value of their

libraries ; but if he succeeds the Duke of Dorset,

then for certain he will be easily persuaded to make

a compliment of them to the kingdom. Your friend

Dr Arbuthnot, I hear, is out of order again. I have

not seen him lately, and I fear he is in a very decli-

ning way. I fancy it would be prodigiously good

for your health to come to England, which would be

a great pleasure to

Your most sincere old friend,

and humble servant,

E. G.

• See the Dean's letter to the Duke of Chaiitlus, 31st Aufrust,

1734.
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KKOM >I1{S TM<:M)AUVES.

St Mary's Sjuare,

(lloucestcr, Nov. W, 17M4.

Sir,

I AM truly concerned at your liaviiin- been so niiich

out of order ; I most heartily wi.sli you constant

liealth and happiness, thou^li that is of little use to

you, and only serves to do honour to myself, by shew-

ing I know bow to prize what is valuable.

I should have returned you thanks nuieli sooner

for the Ihvour of your last letter ; but when I recei-

ved it I was preparing for my journey hither, and

have ever since had so great a disorder in one of my
eyes, that till this moment I have not been able to

make my acknowledgments to you. I Avonder you
should be at a loss for a reason for my writing to

you : we all love honour and ])leasure ; were your

letters dull, do you imagine my vanity would not be

fond of corresponding with the i3can of St Patrick's?

But the last reason you give 1 like best, and will

stick by, which is, that I am a more constant nymph
than all your goddesses of nuich longer ac({uaint-

ance; and farthermore, I venture to promise you are

in no danger of receiving a houtadr, if that depends

on my will. As for those lasting days you talk of,*

they are, 1 confess, alluring baits, and I should ccr-

* That is, dining upon two or three dishes at the Deanery ; wliich,

in comparison of magnificent tables, the doctor used to call fasting.

—D. S.
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taiiilv have been with mmi in three iiackets, accordinir

to your coiiunaiuls, vo\\U\ I either Hy ov swim ; but

I am a heavy himj), destined Ibr a lew years to this

earthly element, and eannot moye about without the

eoncurrent assistanee of several animals that are very

expensive.

>»'ow for business : As soon as I received your let-

ter, I went to your brother Lansdown, and spoke to

him al)out the Diike of Chandos. He desired me to

make his compliments to you, aiid to tell you he was

very sorry he could be of no service to you in that

aflair ; but he has had no manner of correspondence

or even acquaintance ^vith the duke these fifteen

years. I have put it, how^cver, into hands that will

pursue it diligently, and I hope obtain for you what

you desire ; if they do not succeed, you must not

call me negligent ; for whatever lies in my power

to serve you, is of too much consequence for me to

neglect.

I have left mv rrood friend, and your humble ser-

vant, Mrs Donnellan, behind me in London, where

she meets with little entertainment suitable to her

imderstanding ; and she is a much fitter companion

for the Dublin Thursday Society, than for the tri-

fling company she is now engaged in ; and I wish

you had her with you, (since I cannot have her,) be-

cause I know she would be happier than where she

is, and my wish I think no bad one for you. Neither

my eyes nor paper will hold out any longer. I am.

Sir, your most faithful humble servant,

M. rENDAllVES.

I Ix'g my compliments to all your friends.
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FROM >rR JAllVIS.*

Il.iinptoii, Nov. 21., 1734.

Dear Mr Dkan,
YoT^can hardly imnpriiic how rejoiced I am at find-

in*; my old friend the Hishop of W^orcesterf so hale

at 83-1? ! No complaint ; he does but begin to stoop,

and I am forced myself, every now and then, to awa-

ken myself to walk tolerably upright, famous as I was

lately for a ^vight of unconunon vigour, and conse-

quently spirits to spare. If ever I see Dublin again,

and your Teague escapes hanging so long, I will my-
self truss him up for non-admittance when you were

in a conversable condition. I am sure the lady will

send you Mr Conolly'st picture with pleasure, when
I tell her you expect it. Our friend Pope is off and

on, here and there, everywhere and nowhere, a son

ordinaire, and therefore as well as we can hope, for a

carcase so crazy. He assures me, he has done his

duty in writing frequently to the Dean, because he

is sure it gives you some amusement, as he is rejoiced

at all yours ; therefore you must write away. Upon
inquiry, I learn, that exercise is the best medicine

for your giddiness. Penny made Mrs Pendarves

* A celebrated paiuter, cuntemporary with Sir Godfrey KuelJer.

—H.

f Dr J(>liu Houfrli, Bishop of Worcester.

—

II.

+ Speaker of the House of Commons, one of tlie lords-justices, and
a commissioner of the revenue in Ireland.—N.
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liappv witli a j)rint (^f yours, .uul I do not fail to dis-

tribute thcni to all voin* \vcll-\\ islicrs. 1 am, dear

Dean,

Yours most attcciionatcly,

CiiA. Jar VIS.

I held out bravely the tlu'cc weeks' fogs, &:c. and am
very well.

TO THE REV. UK JOHN BLASHFOllD,
TREBEXDARY OF WICKLOW, AT HIS HOUSE, WICK-

LOW.*

Diil>Iin, Dec. 12, 1734.

Reverend Sik,

There is an inhabitant of this city, of whom I

suppose you have often heard. I remember him from

my very infancy, but confess I am not so well ac-

quainted with him as in prudence I oui^ht to be; yet

I constantly pretend to converse with liim, being sel-

dom out of his company, but I do not find that our

conversation is very pleasing to either of us. His

health is not very' good, which he endeavours to mend
by frequent riding, and fancies himself to find some

benefit by that exercise, although not very effectual.

He intended, in the pursuit of health, to have gone

• This and the follow ing excellent and characteristic letter are

now first printed. They were, with another letter to the same gen-

tleman, oVitained by the friendship of Mr Weld Hartstonge.
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a lon^ nc^rtlicrn journey, and to have stayed tliere a

month ; but his triends, (who are very lew,) hearing

that the place where he proposed to reside was not

proper for ridiui^, diverted liini from it. Their rea-

sons j)revailed so far, tliat yesterday morninir he wish-

ed to make his excuses to a gentleman w ho was to

accompany him ; but this person still insisting that

he ouijht to ])ut himself under a neeessitv of ridinf^

was desired to petition you, wlu^ live within a day's

journey of Dublin, and have a fine riding near vour

town, called the Murrow, or some such name. By
tliese incitements, he seems determined to (juarter

himself upon you for three weeks at least, if he can

have your consent, or rather that of your lady, al-

thomrh I find he never had the honour to see her.

He travels w ith two servants, and consecjuently three

horses ; but these latter are at hack, and the former

at l>oard-wages, so that neither of them will trouble

you. As to the person himself, he every day drinks

a pint of wine at noon, and another at night : and

for the trouble he gives the house, he will allow one

bottle more every day for the table ; but not one

drop for foreigners, who are to drink on your ac-

count ; he will farther allow one shilling and six-

pence English, for his commons, ale and small beer

included.

Eut vou are to direct how the wine can be found,

and whether he must send it by a A\'icklow carrier

;

but tlie bottles, when empty, he must be paid for.

These are the conditions, oidv addinir, that the fa-

mily, during his residence, must be regulated by Jiis

own model, and you are to send an answer the very-

next post.
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lie travels with his own sheets, so that he makes

no allowance upon that arti('l(\ A\'hether you do or

do not approve of these proposals, you are to give

me an aecount, directed to the D— of St P 's

house ; and the D— , alter conferring with your fu-

ture guest, will either return you an answer, or send

the gentleman.

I am your most obedient

humble servant,

The D— n.

The gentleman will return with you at the Dean's

visitation, where he pretends to have some business.

TO THE REV. MR BLASHFORD,
AT THE REV. MR CORBETT's, AT DELGANY, NEAR

KILLCOOLE.

Dublin, Dec. 17, 1734.

Sir,

The weather yesterday being very fine, I rode to

Howth house, and as I was getting on horseback to

return, I was seized with so cruel a fit of that giddi-

ness which at times hath pursued me from my youth,

that I was forced to lie down on a bed in the empty
house for two hours, before I was in a condition to

ride. However, I got here safe, but am this morning
very weak, as I always have been for many days af-
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ter such fits, and in pain, for fear of another this day,

which makes mc write to you while I am able, al-

thouf^h it be morninfr. I found your kind friendly

letter last night upon my table at my coming home,
and heartily thank you for your generous invitation,

which, however, I dare not accept lor fear of another

attack ; against which I must fence, by taking vomits

and other medicines prescribed for me by some phy-
sicians, who happen to be my friends. If this acci-

dent had not fallen out, I intended to have begun my
journey towards you this day, because I prophesied

a fine parcel of weather from yesterday ; but I was
deceived, and must have waited to a better season.

Pray God protect you and your family. I know not

whether you have cliildren, nor did I ever see your
lady, or your house ; so that I never did beg an in-

vitation so much against the rules of common good
manners, to one so much a stranger as you have been

against my will to me ; I am therefore bound in gra-

titude and by inclination, to assure you, that I am,
with much esteem and truth, sir,

Your most obedient

humble servant,

JoNATii. Swift.
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FROM••
MoBtros^ Oqc« 17» 173^

Sir,

Some people here having flattered me that I have a

genius for poetry, and my circumstances a little fa-

vouring it, I have resolved to turn my thoughts that

wav. I have alreadv tried mv talents on some little

amusements, and have had the pleasure in secret to

see them pretty well received : but few here being

much conversant in that study, can be proper judges

;

and as I would not venture mv character abroad in

the world without the advice of those who have suc-

ceeded in it, I thought I could not more properly ap-

ply than to you, who have been pretty happy that

way. What I mean is, that you would be pleased to

furnish me with a theme to tr\- mv genius, with what

rules you may think necessary-. I expect your com-

pliance v\'ith this, as it is the first, at least of this na-

ture, you ever had from this place : and as soon as it

is finished, you may expect a copy of the perform-

ance from, sir,

Your most bumble ser\'ant,

« « • « Vf

t A* thi- !^*vr -*-:..- to hare been written by lOBie werj joamg
adrentnrer to poetry, we ckoote to ii|niicj» the name ; espedaDy as

ve caaaol teO vbat aoswer he reoeired from Dr Swift, or whether af-

tervard he applied with tucoeai to Apollo and the Ume^—D. S.

3
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FROM Mil POPE.

TwkkenluBD, Dec. 19, 1734.

I AM truly sorn' for any complaint you have, and

it is in regard to the weakness of your eyes that I

write (as well as print) in folio. You will think (I

know you will, for you have all the candour of a good

understanding) that the thing which men of our age

feel the most, is the friendship of our equals ; and

that therefore whatever affects those who are stept a

few vears before us, cannot but sensiblv affect us who
are to follow. It troubles me to hear you complain of

your memor}', and if I am in any part of my consti-

tution younger than you, it will be in my remem-
bering everything that has pleased me in you, longer

than perhaps you will. The two summers we passed

together dwell always on my mind, like a vision

which gave me a glimpse of a better life, and better

company, than this world otherwise afforded. I am
now an individual, upon whom no other depends

:

and mav go where I will, if the wretched carcase I am
annexed to did not hinder me. I rambled, by Tery

easy journeys, this year to Lord Bathurst, and Lord
Peterborow, who upon ever\' occasion commemorate,

love, and wish for you. 1 now pass my days between

Dawley, London, and this place ; not studious nor

idle; rather polishing old works, than hewing out

new. I redeem now and then a paper that has been

abandoned several years ; and of this sort you will

VOL. XVII I. R
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see one, which I inscriht* Id ouv oUl fVioiul iVrhuth-

not.

Thus far 1 had written, and thinking to finisli my
letter the same evening, was prevented hy company,

and the next morning Hnnid mysolfin a fever, higli-

Iv disordered, and so contimied in bed Tor live days,

and in my chand)er till now ; but so well recovered

as to liope to go abroad to-morrow, even by the ad-

vice ofDr Arbuthnot. He himself, ])oor man, is nnieh

broke, thouuh not worse than for tlu>se two last

months he has been. He took extremely kind your

letter. T wish to Cod we could once meet aijain, be-

fore that separation, which yet I would be glad to be-

lieve shall re-unite us; but he who made us, not for

ours but his purposes, knows only whether it be for

the better or the worse, that the affections of this life

should or should not continue into the other; and

doubtless it is as it should be. Yet I am sure that

while I am here, and the thing that 1 am, I shall be

imperfect without the communication of such friends

as you ; you are to me like a limb lost, and buried in

another country ; tiiough we seem (piite divided,

every accident makes me feel you were once a part

of me. T always consider you so much as a friend,

that I forget you are an author, perhaps too much ;

but it is as much as I would desire you would do to

me. However, if T could inspirit you to bestow cor-

rection upon those three treatises which you say arc

so near completed, I should think it a better work

than any I can pretend to of my own. I am almost

at the end of my morals, as I have been long ago of

my wit : my system is a short one, and my circle

narrow. Imagination has no limits, and that is a sphere
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in ^vhi(•lI von may move on to eternity ; l)nt wliere

one is confined to trntli, (or to speak more like a hu-

man cTciitnrc, to the appearances of truth,) we soon

find the shortntvss of our teth(T. Indeed, 1)V the help

of a metaphysical chain of ideas, one may extend the

circulation, go round antl round forever, without nia-

kinfT any ])ro<Tress b(>vnnd the point to wliich I'rovi-

denee has ])inned us ; hut this does not satisfy nus

who would rather say a little to no pur[)ose, than a

greai deal. J^ord liolingbroke is vohuninous, but he

is vohmiinous only to destroy volumes. I shall not

live, I fear, to see that work j)rinted ; lie is so taken

u}) still (in spite of the monitory hint t^iven in the lirst

line of my Essay*) witli particular men, that he ne-

glects mankind, and is still a creature of this world,

not of the universe: this world, which is a name we
<rive to Kuroj)e, to Kn^land, to Ireland, to London,

to Dublin, to tlie court, to the castle, and so dimi-

nishiiiLT till it comes to our own affairs, and our own
])ersons. When \'ou write, (either to him or to me,

for we accept it all as one,) rebuke him for it, as a di-

vine if you like it, or as a badineur, if you think that

more eHeetual.

\\'h;;t I write will shew you that mv liead is vet

weak. I had written to you bv that fientleman from

the Bath, but I did not know him, and everybody

that comes iVom Ireland ])retends to be a friend of the

Dean's. I an^ always <i;lad to see anv that are trul\

so, and therefore do not mistake anything I said, so

as to discouraire vour scndiniranv such to me. Adieu.

Awake, my St John, luavf all iiicaiirr tlunj^

To low anil)itinii and thr pride of kinp».
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rUOM 1)R SHKHIDAN.

Dec. iJ5, 17'M^

Dr.AU Sir,

Mk M. T Tahiti.ton is glad tlic venison* got safe to

voii ; it was carried by a county Cavan man in tlie

7oi\\ year of his age, wlio went oiY on AN^ednesday

morning, was back with us on Saturday night, in all

lOi miles, lie was much affronted that a young fel-

low was proposed for the expedition There's a

county Cavan man for you.

As for myself, I am grown thirty years younger,

bv no other method than eatings drinkin<r and breath-

ing freely in this Klysiimi of the universe. IIa])py

will it be for you (if I misjudge not, and very seldom

I do, as you yourself can witness, who have known
me above sixteen years, and I believe a little more, if

my memory fails me not, as I have no reason to think

it does ; for I do not find it in the least impaired) taj

convev yourself into the finest apartment of our Kly-i

sium, I mean to Castle-IIamilton, where you will find

a most hearty welcome, and all the delights this

world can give But you must take me along with

you. I

Nothing could give me greater pleasure than to

hear that your innocent subjects of the Kevin liaylf

• Sec a prea.'dirifj letter from Sheridan, \Gt\i August, IJSi:

"t I>r Swift u.secl to call the pe<iple who lircd in the liberty of St

Patrick's bis subjects : and without dispute they would have fought

up to their knecH in bloo^l for him.— I). S.
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c.scn])C(l the t^allows, in spito of liettisworth* and all

liis add hay rcFits It' he wvvc to make thcni a lio-

liday, it should make onu for nic and my boys like-

wise.

Sunday we had a verv hard tVost—Yesterday morn-

iuil fair
—

'I'lie al'ternoon, all niiiht, and this morniu'r

to ten, was rain—\ow fair a<;ain, hut lowerin;^^

We arc just now ;^oin^ to dinner at Captain IVr-

rott's, where your health is never omitted, hoth as

Dean and I)ra])ier— I iort^ot to tell you that there is

a tlrapier's eluh iixed in C'avan of about thirty good

fiiihtinix fellows : from whence I remark vou have the

heart of Ireland, ^'id. (irierson's new ma[).—There

is another C'avan Hay I ibr you.f

I have no more to trouble you Avith, but my good

wishes for your loni^ health and happiness. I am,

dear Sir, your most obedient humble servant,

Thomas Shkuiijax.

If vou i^o out of town before I return, leave the

kev of vour stronij-box with .Tane,^ that I may
put my money among yours.

The right spelling of this name is Ik-ttesworth, con.stuntly prin

ii(tunre<l as a word uf two svllablos. until some jwK'njs had conjc out

against him, and then Mr Hotteswurth affected to jironounce it as

three syllables, to which this s|)elling hy l)r Sheridan alludes.

—

D. S.

+ Alhiding to the inhahitants «»f the lilH.'rties of St Patrick having

fornied themselves into a IxKly-giiard f«>r Swift, ujkju Bcttesworth's

threatening |K'rsonal violence iigainst him.

t Dr Swift's cook-maid.— I). S.
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TO MRS DIXGI.KV.

Dec. i?8, 1 7:^^.

I'llA V Goil bless you, and restore your heulLh, and

give you many lia])py new years. I send you your

usual Christmas box. I will see you as soon as 1 can.

I am tolerably well, but have no security to contimie

.so. We must all submit, both by piety and necessity.

T am ever entirely yours. I send you two bottles of

wine.*

Jon. Swift.

* It was known by an accident, after l)r Swift's memory failed,

that he aJlowe<l an annuity of fifty-two pounds to Mrs Din^loy ; Imt,

instead of doing this with tlic pride (»f a !)enefactor, or gratifyint; his

pride by making her feel her dej)endenre, he always pretended tliat

he acted hs her agent, and that the money he paid her, m;ls the pro-

duce of a certain sum wliich slie had in the funds; and the better to

save appearances, he .always took her receipt, and sometimes Mould

pretend, with great seeming vexation, that she drew upon him In'fon;

he h:u\ received her money from London. However, he was ])UM(tual

in paying it cpiarterly. He used to write the reccij»t himself, in tlie

following form, every quarter-day, and sent it to Ik* signed by the

messenger wlio carried the money :—
" .Inly 2.0th, 17.37.

** Then receivjti from Doctor Swift, Dean of .St I*atrirk's, the

sum of thirt<en pounds .Sterling, in full for one quarter's

rent of payments out of funds in England, by advance of

what will U- due to me at Michaelmas next, in this year

1737 ; the said Dean always paying me one cpiarter by ad-

vaace. I say received by me,
*' Kk. Dingley."

Mr> DijigUy died before her Iienefactor, in .July, HiJ.—N.
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TO THE DITKF OF nORSKT.

Jan. 14, 173V-5.

J\lv L.OUD,

I AM assured that your ifrace will have several re-

presentatic^ns oC an atlair rt'latiuLC to the university

here, iVoui some very eonsiderable persons in this

kingdom. However, I eould not refuse the appliea-

tion made me by a very worthy person of that society,

who was conunissioned by some principal members
of the body to desire my good oilices to your grace;

because they believed ycni thought me an lionest

man, and because I had the honour to be known to

vou from your early youth. The matter of their re-

(piest related wholly to u dreadful apprehension they

lie under of l)r W'hetcombe's endeavour to ])rocure

a dispensation for holding his fellowshij) along with

that church-preferment bestowed on him by vour
grace. The person sent to me on this message gave
me a written paper, containing the reasons why tiiev

hope your grace will not be ])revailed uj)on to grant

such a disj)ensation. I presume to send you an ab-

stract of these reasons; beciiuse I may boldlv assure

your grace, that party or faction have not the least

concern in the whole affair ; and as to myself, it hap-

pens that I am an entire stranger to I)r W'hetcondje.

It is alleged, " That this prefermentgi ven to the

doctor consists of a very large parish, worth near six

hundred pounds a-year, in a very fine country, thirty

miles from Dublin ; that it abounds very much witli
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papists, and consc(|iicntly a most important cnrc, rc-

(piirimjj tlic rector's residence, beside some other as-

sistant ; which, hein^ so ricli, il mii;ht well allbrd.

" That as to such dispensations, they find in their

colleixe-hiH)ks but tlu'ce or lour instances since the re-

vohition, and tliesc in cases very diflerent from the

present: for those icw livings w hich had dispensations

to be held with a fellowship were sinecnrcs of small

value, not sutlicient to induce a fellow to leave his

college ; and in the body of those dis])ensations is in-

serted a reason for granting them. That they were

such livinjxs as could be no hindcrance in the dischartje

of a fellow's duty.

" That dispensations are very hurtful to their so-

ciety ; because they put a stop to the succession of

fellowships, and thereby give a check to that emula-

tion, industry, and imj)rovement in learning, which

the hopes of gaining a fellowship will best incite

young students with.

" That, if this dispensation should take place, it may
prove a precedent for the like ])ractice in future times ;

w hich will be very injurious to the society, by encou-

raging fellows to apply for dispensations, when they

liave interest enough to get preferments, by which

the senior fellows will be settled in the college for

life ; and thus, for want of a succession any other way
than by death or marriage, all encouragement to

young diligent students will be wholly lost.

•* That a junior fellowsliip is of very small value,

and to arrive at it requires good sense, as well as long

and close study ; to which young students are only

encouraged bv hopes of succeeding, in a reasonable

time, to be one of the seven seniors ; which hopes
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will he quite cut nil', vvliin those seniors are perpetu-

ated hy (lispcnsatious.

"That the fellows, at their athnittanee into their

fellowships, take a solemn oath, iirvcr to accept ofany

chureli jireflrnient above a certain value, and distance

from Duhlin, as loni^ as thev contimie fellows; to

which oath the accepting of a dispensation by Dr
AVhctcombe is directly contrary, in both particulars

of value and distance.

" That at this time there is a set of very liopeful

young men, in long and close study, to stand for

the first vacaiU fellowship, who will be altogether

discouraged, and droj) their endeavours in the ])ur-

suit of learning, by being disap])ointed in then* hopes

of Dr Whctcombe's leaving the college, and open-

ing a way for one of them to succeed in a fellow-

shi])."

These, mv lord, are the sum of the reasons broutxht

me by a very worthy person, a fellow of that college,

and reconmiended by some of the most deserving in

that body ; and I have shortened them as much as I

could.

T shall only trouble your grace with one or two ot

my own remarks upon this subject.

The universitv, and in some sense the whole kintf-

dom, are full of acknowledgment for the honour

your grace has done them, in trusting the care of

one of your sons* to be educated in the College of

I-(»r(l Georp^o. his •n'acc's tliinl son. \\\^ I(»i(lslii|) \r.is under the

tuition of Dr WhetroniU* and Mr MoUcy, the one a senior, the other

a junior, fellow of Trinity O.Ilege, Duhlin.—H.
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DiiMin. whii'h hopes to he always in your ijrace's

ihyoiir : ami h\ your intluciKv, an hile you uoycrii

here, as \yell as tiie credit you \yill always deserve

at court, will ever desire to he protected in their

riLdits.

Your gracc^ will ]ilease to know, that a fellowship

in this university dillers much, in soine very impor-

tant circumstances, from most of those in either of

the universities in Knuiand.

Mv TiOrd (Tcorge will tell yoin* ijjrace, that a fel-

lowship is here obtained \vith great difliculty, by the

number of candidates, the strict examination in many
branches of learninij^, and the rei^ularity of life and

manners. It is also disposed of \vith much solenmi-

ty : the examiners take an oath at the altar, to give

their vote according to their consciences.

The university is j)atron of some church prefer-

ments, which are oflered to the several fellows down-

ward to the lowest in holy orders.

I beg your grace to consider, that there being very

little trade here, there is no encouragement for gen-

tlemen to breed their sons to merchandise : that not

many great employments, in church or law, fall to

the share of persons born here : that the last resource

of voun^rer sons is to the churcli : where, if well be-

friended, they may chance to rise to some reasonable

spiritual maintenance : although we do not want in-

stances of some clergymen, well born and of good re-

putation, who have been, and still are curates, for

thirty years ; v. hich has been a great discouragement

to others, who have no other means left to provide

for their children.

Your grace will not want opportunities, while you

1
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coiitiiuu' in this nrovcrnnicnl, and by your most dc-

serveil i'avonr with his majesty, to make Dr Wliet-

combe easier in his prclernK'nt, by some acKhtion that

iiu person or society can have tlic least pretence to

complain of. And 1 Iniinbly beg your grace, out of

the hiiih veneration I bear to vour T)erson and vir-

tues, that you will please to let l)r W'hetcombe con-

tent himselttbr a while u ith that rich preferment, (one

of the best in the kingdom,) until it shall lie in vcnir

way farther to ])romotc him to his own content. If,

ujK)n his admittance to his fellowship, he took an

oalh never to acctpt a church living thus circum-

stantiated, and hold it with his fellowship, it will bo

thouLiht hardlv reconcilable to conscience to receive

a dispensation.*

I humbly entreat your grace to forgive this long

trouble I have given you ; wherein I have no sort of

interest, exce})t that which ])roceeds from an earnest

desire that your grace may continue, as you have

begun from your youth, without incurring the least

censure from the world, or giving the least cause of

discontent to any deserving person.

I am, kc.

.Jon. Swift.

• It apjK'ars from a siil>scfjucnt letter of the Dean, that this dis-

suasive had its erteet ujmhi tin- Duke (if Dorset, and tliat the disjR-ii-

satiou was not granted. Neither did Dr Whetronil»c lonj: lack far-

ther preferment, l>einij created Bishop of Clonfert, 2.id De<eml>er,

173.5, and translatetl to the Archbishopric of Cashcl in IT^-- He
died 1754.
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FROM MRS IJONNKLLAN.

London, Jan. IJ), 1731-5.

SlU,

Mv brother tells mc you arc so jrood to inquire

after me, aiul to speak in a very kind manner of me,

which as it nivcs me the greatest ])leasure, so it

raises in me the highest gratitude. I find 1 have a

irreat advantaire in bein^r very inconsiderable ; 1 dare

believe ])cople sincere when they profess themselves

mv friends ; I consider I am not a wit, a beauty, nor

a fortune ; then why should I be flattered ? 1 have

but two or three qualities that I value myself upon,

and those are so much out of fashion, that I make no

parade of them : I am very sincere, I endeavour to

be grateful, and I have just sense enough to discern

superior merit, and to be delighted with the least ap-

probation from it. My brother, some time ago, gave

me hopes of receiving a letter from you, but he now
tells me your ill state of health has made writing un-

easy to you. I grieve much at my loss, but more at

the occasion of it ; and I write now only to return

my best thanks for your good opinion and designs,

not to solicit new favours, or give you the trouble of

answering this. 1 hope next summer to be in Ire-

land, where I shall expect to receive your answer in

j)crson, when the sun, with its usual blessings, shall

give us this additional one of restoring you to that

state of health, that all those who have the happiness
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of knowinLT vou, citlier as a iV'u'iul and companion,

or lover of your country, must witli the greatest

earnestness desire. Vou will lauL^di j)crhaj)s, sir, at

my saying 1 liope to see Ireland this year ; indeed,

the generality of our country folks who spend a little

time here, and get into any tolerable acijuaintance,

seem to forget they have any other country, till a

knavish receiver, or their breaking tenants, put them

in miFul of it : but I assure you T have so little of

the fine ladv in me, that I prefer a sociable evening in

Dublin, to all the diversions of London, and the con-

versati(Mi of an ingenious friend, though in a black

gown, to all the powdered tou{)et at St James's.

What has ke[>t me seven years in r^ondon, is the

duty I owe a very good mother, of giving her my
company since she desires it, and the conveniency I

enjoy with her of a house, coacli, and servants, at my
conunand. I suppose, sir, you know Mrs Pendarves

has been for some time at Gloucester : she has pre-

ferred a pious visit to a sick mother, in a dull coun-

try town, to I^ondon in its gayest dress ; she tells me
she designs next month to return to us ; the only

uneasiness I shall have in leaving London is the

parting with so valuable and tender a Iriend ; but as

she promises me, that if I stay in Ireland she will

make it another visit, 1 think, for the good of my
countrv I must leave her. But while I am indul-

mnir myself in tellinLTVou nivtluni^hts and designs,

I should consider I am perhaps making you a trou-

blesome or unseasonable visit ; if so, use me as all

impertinent things should be used ; take no notice

of me : all I designed in writing to you, was to let
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vou kinnv \hc liiiih souse I liavo ol' all \ouy favours,

ami that I am. with tliu «rrcatcst u:ratitiKle ami cs-

tooni. Sir,

Voiir most obliged obedient liiimbU^ servant,

H. DoNNKl.I.AN.

I beg you will be so good to give my best wixsbes and

services to Dr Delany and Dr Ilelsham.

FROM AN UNKNOWN GENTLEINIAN.*

Jan. 21, 1734-5.

Rev. Sir,

This letter is not to return you country thanks for

your royal bounty to the army of Parnassus. Every-

body knows that I^ewis the Fourteenth built and en-

dow ed the noblest foundation in the world for his in-

valids ; we in imitation have our Greenwich, Chel-

sea, and Kilmainham ; and it was but fit that the

king of poets should provide for his jingling subjects,

that are so maimed and wounded in reputation, they

have no other way of subsistence.! The occasion of

This letter is indorsed, " whimsiral, and little in it."—D. S.

•f The writer t>eeniH U> allude Vt Swift's then tlesi^ned hr>spital

for idiots and lunatio.

—

I). .S.
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this is as follows : Tliis evcnint; two learned LCcntlo-

meii (for auiilit I know) laid a wairer i)ii the matter

followintr, iiiitl reterrcd it to vou to decide ; vi/. whe-

thcT Homer or Tacit us deserves most praise on the

followini^ account : Homer makes Helen f:rivc a clia-

racter ot' the men of <i;allantry and courai^e upon the

wall ; but, as it' it were not a fine lady's province to

describe wisdom in Li) sses, the hero of his second

poem, ho makes .\ntcnor, the wisest of all Troy, in-

terrupt her. 'i'he passage in Tacitus is as loliows,

viz. On this vear died Junia, beinii" the sixtieth after

the l^hilippi battle, wife to Cassias, sister to lirutus,

niece to Cato ; the images of twenty houses were car-

ried betbre her, \c. aScc/ j)rfr/'u/i^rh(/fit Jhutus ct CV/.v-

.S7//.V, CO i])<si), ([iiod muigines conim mm vi.schdittur.

These gentlemen beg they may not have apartments

assigned them in your observatory.

Your most obedient humble servant,

T. L. P.

Be })leased to direct to the Reverend Mr l>irch at

Koscrca.

FROM LADY RKTTY (iKR.MAIN.

February 13, 1734-.>.

You are a fine gentleman indeed, to teach his

grace of Dorset such saucy words ; and we have
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([uarrcllcd so imich alxnit it, that I do not know but

1 sliall obliiTr liini to meet nic bcliiiid iVIontai^uc-

house, lie says it is sonic time ago that he command'

ed me to write to you, to assure you he thought

liimsclf very much obHgcd to you for your letter,

and that he takes it as a proof of your friendship and

srood-will to him. So far I own is true ; he did hum-
bly beg the favour of me to write you this a great

while ago ; but I understood he had something else

more to sav, so delayed writimr ; and thoui^h I can-

not but own I have seen him pretty often since, yet

(at the times I could speak to him) my addle head

constantly forgot to ask him what he had to say. So

now he says he will do his own business, and write

to you soon himself.

The countess* has quitted the court, because, after

a lon<x illness at liath, she did not meet with a re-

ception that she liked ; though her mistress appear-

ed excessively concerned, and expressed great unea-

siness at parting with her; and my opinion is, that

not only her master and mistress, but her very ene-

mies, will have reason to repent the part they have

acted by her.

Now I have answered all I can tell you, that you
want to know, I bid my dear Dean adieu.

' The Countess of .Suffolk.— 1 1.

\:»
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FROM TIIK EARL OF STRAFFORD*

L<.n{lon, Feb. 18, 173t-5.

SiK,

To honour, and esteem, and admire you, is <(ene-

ral to all tliat know or have heard of you ; but to be

pleased witii your connnands, and glad and diliirent

to obey them, is peeuliar to yoiu' true friends, of

Avhich number I am very desirous to be reckoned.

On receiving your letter by Mr Skerret, I immedi-

ately undertook to do him the best service I could,

and thought myself hap])y in having advanced his

affair so far, as to get Ids petition to the House of

I^ords read and agreed to, and a peremptory day

agreed to for his being (as this day) heard ex pa/ic,

if the other party did not put in their answer before.

I likewise got several lords to attend ; but, on print-

ing his case, our new lord chanccllorf (who at pre-

sent has a great sway in the house) found out, that

the petition I had presented for Mr Skerret had not

fully explained matters to the House ; because, upon

comparing dates, the petition of appeal last year was

presented late in the sessions ; and that though there

was then an order for the respondents to put in their

answer in five weeks (the usual time for causes in

* He had Ix^eii anikussador extraordinary and plenipotentiary to

tlie States-General during the treaty fur tlie j)ea«:e of Utrcclit.— II.

t Tallxit—H.

vol.. XVIII. S
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Irolaiul) vrt tlie ]):irruinient did iK^t sit above ii fort-

niirlit after ; so tlial it was iin])ossihle for the re-

spondents' answer to he put in hy that time. 'J'hat

tlie parhanient being dissolved, the respondents in

Ireland miixht expect to have been served with a new
order this session, whieh it did not a])])ear was done:

and that thoiiiih in the eourts below, il" answers \vcre

not put in, they proceeded to hear causes ex i^artc

;

yet there was this difference, that there they always

allowed a time for the defendant to have his cause

re-heard : but in the House of I^ords our decrees are

final, and it would be hard for any person, by sur-

prise, to be absolutely cut out from making his de-

fence. The whole House seeming to be of the same

mind, they put off the cause for Thursday five weeks;

and ordered the respondents, in the meantime, to be

served with an order to put in their answer ; and if

they did not answer bv that time, the house would

proceed absolutely to hear the cause ex pa?ie, I must

own to you, the chancellor proposed to put it off

only for a month ; and it was I alone desired it might

be for five weeks, giving for a reason, that since the

appellant was disappointed once, after having been

at the expense of feeing his counsel, he might not be

so a second time : and since his adversaries were

ready to make all the chicane possible, they might

not have the pretence for another, by saying, as the

usual time was five weeks, and this order but for a

month, they expected they were to be allowed the

usual time ; so I thought it was better giving them

a week more, than leaving them any room for far-

ther chicane. As I have not seen your friend Mr
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Skcrret since this order, I do not know liow he takes

it : hut 1 was resolved to <;ive you tliis account of

what happened hut a tew hours a^o, that you nii^ht

be convinced of my diH«;ence to gratify you in every-

thinf^- von desire of, Sir, your most sincere faithful

humi)le servant.

As the House of Connnons were but yesterday on

the practice of ojiening letters, you will not won-

der, if I expect this to be openctl.

TO MR ALDERMAN BARKER.

DoaruTy-Hoiisi', Dublin, March \, 1734-5.

MV VERY GOOD AND OLD FllIEXD,

I iiKcEivrD lately a very acceptable present which

you were pleased to send me, which was an engra-

ved j)icture of you, very handsomely framed, with a

glass over it. I take your remembrance of me very

kindly, and give you my hearty thanks. I have no

other way to shew my gratitude at present, than by
desiring another fivour from you, whicli, however,

will be less expensive. Mr Singleton, the king's

prime serjeant here, is one of the first among the

worthiest i^ersons in this kin«'(lom ; of ijreat honour,

justice, trutli, good-sense, good-nature, and know-
ledge in his faculty ; this gentleman, whom I have

the honour to know, although his business be too

great to allow me the happiness of seeing him as of-
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ten as I ilosire, hath mmmandoil mc to rcconimoiul

the hearer. Mr Hiehardsoii, agent to the Derry society,

whereof vou are a nieinher. I'rom such a recom-

mendation as the prime Serjeant's, 1 will engage tliat

Mr Hichardson is a very deserving man, and that

whatever he desires of you will be perfectly just and

reasonable.

And now, my good friend, give me leave to incjuire

after your health, which, I hope, is nnieh better than

mine. Are you often in your coach at llighgateand

Hampstcad ? Do you keep cheerful company ? 1

know you cannot drink ; but I ho|)e your stomach

for eating is not declined ; and how are you treated

bv the gout? These and many more particulars I

desire to know.

The people who read news have struck me to the

heart, by the account of my dear friend Doctor Ar-

buthnot's death ; although I could expect no less, by

a letter I received from him a month or two ago. Do
you sometimes see ^Ir Pope? AVe still correspond

pretty constantly. He publishes poems often and bet-

ter than ever, which I wonder at the more, because

he complains, with too much reason, of his disorders.

AVhat a havoc has death made among our friends

since that of the queen ! As to myself, I am grown

leaner than you were when we parted last, and am
never wholly free from giddiness and weakness, and

sickness in my stomach, otherwise I should have been

among you two or three years ago, but now I despair

of that happiness. 1 ride a dozen miles as often as I

can, and always walk the streets, except in the night,

which my head will not suffer me to do. liut my
fortune is so sunk, that I cannot afford half the neces-
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saries or convonioncics that I can still make a shift

to ])roviile mysell' with here. My chief support is

French wine, which, althoiij^h not ccjual to yours, 1

drink a bottle to myself every day. I kcej) three

horses, two men, and an old woman, in a iarirc empty
house, and dine half the week, like a kin«i^, by mv-
self Thus I tell you my whole economy, which, 1

fear, will tire you by rcadini^. I'ray (iod keep you
in health and hapj)iness ; and do me the justice to be-

lieve that 1 am, with true esteem and friendship, dear

Sir,

Your most obedient humble servant,

Jon. Swift.

Vou see by my many blottings and interlinings, what

a condition my head is in.

I 1U)M LOim CARTKRET.

Jcrmyn Street, March I), lySi-.O.

SiK,

1 iiAU the honour of your letter, and attended the

cause yesterday, and the day before ; it went for your
friend upon the justest principle, and that unani-

mously. He did not oidy carry his cause before the

house, but his future cause s})ringin(r out of this, is

mended by the decree. The chancellor said, the re-

spondent had more reason to appeal than the appel-

lant. iNIr Lindsay, who informed you right in all
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the matters vou mentioned to me, will inform you,

on perusinL!^ om* decree, of the reason of the chaneel-

lor's ex})ression. I have a ])artiality for Captain Row-

ley in evcrytliini; but judicature ; and in that capa-

city, if Judixe Lindsay and 1 sat together, 1 fancy,

by what I know of him, that we should seldom dis-

agree.

I thank you for taking notice of the prosperous

events that have ha])]iened to my family. If alliance

and the thoughts of ])rosperity can hind a man to the

interest of his country, I am certainly bound to stand

by liberty ; and Avhen you sec me forgetful of that,

may you treat me like Traulus and Pistorides.* I

am impatient for four volumes, said to be your works,

for which my wife and I have subscribed ; and we
expected a dozen of copies from Mr Tickell last

packet.

I intend these works shall be the first foundation

of the libraries of my three grandsons. In the mean-

time they will be studied by my son and sons-in-

law.

I desire you will condescend to make my compli-

ments to Dr Delany, for whom I have a most hearty

esteem, though I know he thinks me not serious

enough upon certain arduous ])oints of anticpiity.

Sir, that you may enjoy the continuance of all hap-

piness, is my wish ; as for futurity, I know your name
will be remembered, when the names of kings, lords-

• Joshua, Lord Allen, and Richard Tigho, Esq., against whom
the Dean had written some severe satircb, while Carteret was lord-

lioiitenant.
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lieutenants, arclibishops, and parliament politicians,

will be fori^otten ; at last, you yourself must iiill i:i-

to oblivion, whieh may lKi|)|)un in less tlian a thou-

sand years, tlioui;!! the term mav be uncertain, and

will depend on the progress that barbarity and igno-

rance mav make, notwithstandinu' the sedulous en-

deavours to tlie contrary, oi" the great prchites in this

and .succeeding ages, ^ly witc, my mother, my mo-
tlier-in-hiw, my \c. cVc. \c. all join with me in good
wishes to you ; and I hope you will continue to bc-

Heye, that I am, w ith the greatest res))eet. Sir,

Your most humble and most obedient servant,

CARTERET.

TO MR rULTENEY.

Dublin, March 8, 173i-5.

Sir,

Mr STorroRD going to England upon some par-

ticular allair, I gladly complied with his desire, that

I should do myself the honour of writing to you, be-

cause, as useless as I am, and although I shall never

have the happiness to see you, yet my ambition to

have some small place in your memory, will live as

long as myself.

1 will do an unmannerly thing, which is, to be-

queath you an epitaph for forty years hence, in two

words, Ultlmus Britannorian. You never forsook

vour party. You might often have been as great as
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the court c;ui make any man so ; but you preserved

your s])irit of liberty, when your former colleagues

JkuI uttcrlv sacriilccd theirs ; and if it shall ever be-

i^in to breathe in these days, it must entirely be ow-

inix to yourself and one or two friends. But it is al-

together impossible for any nation to preserve its li-

berty long under a tenth ]xirt of the ])resent luxury,

inlidclity, and a million of corruptions. We see the

Gothic system of limited monarchy is extinguished

in all the nations of Europe. It is utterly extirpated

in this wretched kingdom, and yours must be the

next. Such has ever been human nature, that a sin-

gle man, without any superior advantages either of

body or mind, but usually the direct contrary, is able

to attack twenty millions, and drag them voluntarily

at his chariot-w^heels. But no more of this. I am
as sick of the world as I am of age and disease, the

last of which I am never wholly without. I live in

a nation of slaves, who sell themselves for nothing.

My revenues, though half sunk, are suflicient to sup-

port me in some decency. And I have a few friends

of great worth, who, when I visit them, or they me,

agree together in discovering our utter detestation of

all proceeding both here and there. Hccc est vita so-

lutorum misera ainhitioiie frravique, I am under the

displeasure of the court for fixing up a true whig

epitaph in my cathedral, over the burying place of

old Schomberg,* and for some other things of equal

demerit or disaffection, wherewith I am charged ;

• See the Countess of Suffolk's rebuke to the Dean for his indis-

cretion in this particular. Vol. XV^II. p. 41.5.
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perhaps also for sonic verses laid to my cliarfre, and
published without my knowledge or consent ; where-

in you and another person are understood to be

meant by initial letters.

I desire your pardon for the trouble I c^ave in re-

commending a gentleman to your protection, who
has an appeal before the House of Lords ; wherein I

was prevailed on by an eminent person in the law,

who, by a miracle, was raised to the bench in these

very times, although he be a man of virtue and learn-

ing in a great degree. Dear sir, you have nothing

to desire in this world but good health, good times,

the prosperity of your family, (wherein you have my
constant prayers,) and deserving friends. I have of-

ten said, that I never knew a more easy man to live

with than yourself; and if you had only a poor forty

thousand pounds a-year, I would command you to

settle one thousand of it on me to live in your next

neighbourhood ; but as for our friends at Twicken-

ham and Dawley. I have told them plainlv that tliey

are both too speculative and temperate for me to ac-

cept their invitation, and infinitely too philosophical.

The bearer, Mr Stopford, has such infinite obliga-

tions to you for your favours to him, and is, in all

res})ects, so very deserving a gentleman, that 1 am
sure you never repented the good office you have

done him at my recommendation. But he only at-

tends you on perfect gratitude ; for he knows very

well you are what is now called a disaffected person.

You are, in the modern sense, a friend to Popery, ar-

bitrary power, and the Pretender ; and, therefore, he

has just politics enough not to trouble you with help-

ing him by the hand to better preferment ; and I
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pray Cod, while things oontimie as they are, that it

may bo never in your power to make a curate, or an

exciseman.

You will hear, ])erha])s, that one Faulkner lias

})rintecl tour vt)hunes, which are called my works ;

he has only pretixed the first letters of my name ; it

was done utterly against my will ; for there is no

property in printers or booksellers here, and I Was

not able to hinder it. I did imagine that after my
death, the several London bo(jksellers would agree

among themselves to print what each of them had by

conmion consent ; but the man here has prevented

it, much to my vexation, for I would as willingly

have it done even in Scotland. All this has vexed

me not a little, as done in so obscure a place. I have

never vet looked into them, nor, I believe, ever shall.

You will find Mr Stopford the same modest, vir-

tuous, learned man that you last saw him ; but with

a few more years, and a great deal more flesh, beside

the blessing of a wife and children. I desire to pre-

sent my humble service to yours. I pray God bless

and assist you in your glorious endeavours for the

preservation of your country, and remain, with the

truest respect. Sir,

Your most obedient,

and obliged humble servant,

JoN. Swift.

You will see, by the many blunders in words, sylla-

bles, and letters, what a condition my giddy head

is in.
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FROM MR rULTENEY.

London, March 11, 17'M-5.

Dear Sir,

I HAVE often dcsirctl our friend ]*()])c, when he

wrote to you, to allow me a corner of liis letter, to

assure you of my most humble service; but the little

man never remembered it, and it was not worth

troublinir you with a letter of my own on so insig-

nificant an occasion.

Your recommending Mr Lorinan to me, gives me
great pleasure and satisfaction, as it is an instance of

your kind remembrance and friendship. I promise

you, whoever at any time comes to me from you,

shall be sure of meeting with the utmost of my en-

deavours to serve them. I am glad I can acquaint

you, Mr Lorinan has all the success he could expect

or wish for ; his cause was a good one, and he had the

honour of having it greatly attended. When it was

over he asked me, (but in a very modest way,) whe-

ther it was possible to get him made receiver of the

new Bishop of Derry's rents ? 1 told him, I would

try ; I did so, found it would not succeed, and so

dropped it immediately.

A\'hat do you say to the bustle made here to pre-

vent the man* from being an Enghsh bishop, and af-

• There was a dispute concerning Bisliop Kundle's promotion, l>c-

tween the Chancellor and Bishop of London. The f(»nner pro|K»scd

him for the see of Gloucester, which was wainily opi>osed by the lat-
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tcrwarcl allowiiiLT liini lo be •jood Clirislian ciU)Ui»'h

for an Irish one? Sure the oj)|)ositio]i, or the ac(jui-

rscoiice, must have been most ahoniiuably scandal-

ous. Bv what 1 can K\u*n of Dr Kuiulle's eharacter,

(for I am iu>t in the least aeijiiainted with him my-
sch',) he is lar from bein^j^ the great and learned man
his friends would have the world believe him ; and

much farther vet, from the bad man his enemies re-

present him. Our right reverend brethren continue

to dwell together in the strictest political unity ;

whether it be like the dew of Hermon upon the hill

of Sion, or like the ointment that ran down into

Aaron's beard, to the skirts ol' his clothing, I cannot

say ; but I am sure, it is a good joyful thing for the

ministers to behold. This has enabled them to pre-

vent any inquiry into the scandalous method of no-

minating, instead of electing the sixteen Scotch

peers :* and these, and they together, make a most

dreadful body in that house. We are not quite so

bad in ours ; but I own to you, that I am heartily

tired of struggling to no purpose against the corrup-

tion that does prevail, and I see always will prevail

there. Poor Arbuthnot, who grieved to see the wick-

edness of mankind, aiid was particularly ashamed of

ter, who all<'pc<l some heretical (l(>rtriiies against the reverend can-

didate. Hy way of composition, Dr Uundle was soon after jircferred

to the Bi.shojiric of Derry, in Ireland. Swift bcaime much attached

tf» Hishop Hundle, as is evident from his verses on his jjrefcrment.

• This abuse cnnsi.«<te<l in cirrulating a ministerial list of candi-

dates among the .Scottish nobility, a practicx' which woiild liavc dis-

honoured a corfKjration of cobblers, yet was not alx^libhed till many

years afterward.

I



KPISTUl.AUY COKKKSI'ONDKNCi:. 285

his own countryincMi,* is dcatl. [\v lived iIk^ last six

months in a hail state of licalth, and h()|)in<r cvcrv

nii/ht would he his last ; not that he endured anv ho-

dily pain, but as he was quite weary of tlie world,

and tired with so much had company. AVhat I have

said of the doctor, may j)erhaps deter you from co-

minii: amonir us ; but if vou had any thou«rhts of vi-

siting England this summer, 1 can assure you of

some friends, who wish to live with vou, and know
how to value and esteem vou ; anionif them tliere is

none that does so more sincerel}' than, dear Sir, your

most obedient hund)le servant,

William Pultlnev.

Mrs IVdteney is very nuich your humble servant,

and joins in inviting you here next summer.

TO WILLIAM IITZIIERBKRT, Esu-i

Marrli If), 1734-5.

SiK,

I HAD, some days ago, a very long letter from a

young gentleman whom I never saw ; but, by the

name subscribed, I found it came from a youni^er son

of yours, 1 suppose your second. He lays before me.

* He w.xs a native of Scotlaiul.

—

li.

f This is a sensible and feeling letter, ven' pro|>er to be read by

such parents as have sons of the ten)j>er descril>c<l in the text.
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in a very particular manner, tlic forlorn condition he is

in. bv the severities of you and your lady, his mother.

He freelv owns his boyish ibllies, when he was first

broucjht up to town, at fourteen years old, but he ap-

peals to l)r Sheridan for the improvement he made

in the doctor's school, and to his tutor for his beha-

viour in the colleire, wliere he took his detj^ree with

particular credit, being made one of the moderators

of his class ; by which it appears that he passed for

one of the four best scholars in it. His letter con-

tains four large ])ages in folio, and written in a very

small hand ; where he gives a history of his life, from

the age of fourteen to the present time. It is written

with so much spirit, nature, and good sense, as well

as appearance of truth, that having first razed out the

writer's name, I have shewn it to several gentlemen,

my friends, of great worth, learning, and taste ; who
all agree in my opinion of the letter, and think it a

pity that so hopeful a youth should not have proper

encouragement, unless he has some very disagreeable

faults, whereof they and I are ignorant. When I had

written thus far, Dr Sheridan came to see me ; I read

your son's letter to him, and he was equally pleased

with it, and justified the progress the young man had

made in his school. I went this evening to visit a

lady, who has a very great esteem and friendship for

you and Mrs ****: she told me, " That the

young man's great fault was, too much pertness and

conceit of himself, which he often shewed in your

house, and even among company ;" which, I own,

is a \cry bad quality in any young man, and is not

easily cured ; yet, I think, if T had a son, who had

understanding, wit, and humour, to write such a let-
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tcr, I could not find in my heart to cast him ofT", hut
try what good advice and maturer years would do
toward amendment; and in the meantime, <nvc hiin

no cause to complain of wanting convenient food,

lodrring, and raiment. He lavs tlie whole wci^dit of

his letter to me uj)()n the truth of the facts, and is

contented to stand or fall by them. If he be a liar,

he is into the bargain an unpardonable fool ; and his

good natural, as well as acquired parts, shall be an a^--

gravation to mc, to render him more odious. I hear

he is turned of one-and-twenty years ; and what he
alleges seems to be true, that he is not yet put into

any way of living, either by law, physic, or divinity
;

although in his letter he pretends to have studied the

first, on your promise to send him to the Temple
;

but, your mind altering:, and you rather choosino- to

send him to Leyden, he applied himself to study

physic, and made some progress in it ; but, for many
months, he has heard nothing more from you ; so

that now he is in utter despair, loaden with the ha-

tred of both his parents, and lodges in a garret in

AN'illiam Street, with only the liberty to dine at your
house, and no farther care taken of him.

Sir, although I have seldom been in your company,

it is manv vears since I had the iionour of bein*'-

known to you; and I always thought, as well as

heard, that you were a gentleman of great honour,

truth, knowledge, modesty, good-nature, and can-

dour. As to your lady, I never saw her but once, and
then but for a few minutes ; she has the character of

being a very polite and accomplished person ; and
therefore, very probably, her son's rough, overweening,

forward behaviour, among company with her, with-



288 KPISTOI.ARV COURKSPONDKNCK.

out that due ilofcn nto wliicli only can recommend

voutli, mav be very disgustful to her. ^\)ur son de-

sires me, iu his letter, to a])|)ly to some iVicnds who
have most credit with you, that you will ])lcase to

put him into some way of life ; and he wishes that

those friends would be so iijenrnnis to join in contri-

buting some allowance to support him at I^eyden. 1

think, it would have been well if he had been sent to

sea in the proper time, or liad now a commission in

the armv. Vet, if he were tiie oriirinal writer of that

letter sent to me under his name, 1 confess myself so

verv' partial, as to be extremely sorry if he should

not deserve and acquire the ilivour of you and your

ladv ; in which case, any parents might be forgiven

for being proud of such a son. I have no acquain-

tance with his tutor, Dr King ; but, if I can learn

from those who have, I shall be glad to hear that he

confirms the character of the young man's good parts

and learning, as Dr Sheridan has done.

I entreat vour pardon for this long letter, and for

offeriiif to interfere in a domestic point, where I

have no information but from one side ; but I can

faithfully assure you, that my regard is altogether for

the service and ease of you and your lady, and fa-

mily. I have always thought that a happy genius is

seldom without some bent toward virtue, and there-

fore deserves some indulgence. Most of the great vil-

lains I have known, (which were not a small num-

ber,) have been brutes in their understandings, as

well as their actions.

But T have already run out my paper, as well as

your patience. I shall therefore conclude with the

17
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sincere profession of beiiiL;, \^'itli *^reat esteem and

truth. Sir,

Your most obedient, and most hiunhle .servant,

Jon. Swift.

FllOM MRS rilATT.

Londou, April 4, 1735.

Sir,

I THINK you know me sufficiently not to doubt of

a letter any way coming from you being acceptable
;

therefore any omission but that cannot fail of an ex-

cuse from me, whose friendship is pleasingly gratified

by the honour of having it returned from one of your

distinguished talents and merit, whose life I wish to

preserve, but wish more to make it agreeable to you

by the full enjoyment of health, friends, fortune, and

situation ; my next desire should be, that I had a

power to contribute to your attainment of any of

these comforts.

Your kind iiKjuiries in relation to myself, only jus-

tify taking up your time with so insignificant a sub-

ject, which I shall be particular upon merely in obe-

dience to your commands.

I have no obligations to the court, nor am likely to

have any ; I have to my Lord Shelburne, whose

house in London is my settled habitation ; though I

am afraid two years will put an end to my good for-

VOL. XVIII. T
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tune. l\\v lease of the house, whieh is au old one, be-

in^ then expired ; and so perliaps may he that of my
lite, whicli I have been long tired of. Added to my
Lord Shelburne's favours, 1 have great and many,

more than I can e\])ress here, to the Duchess of

Huckingham, whose table is my constant one, and

her coach oftener mine than I ask for it ; beside

fetching me every day, and bringing me home, makes

me share in ])ublic amusements without ex])cnse ;

and in summer the variety of chanireof air, which her

station empowers her to take, and more, her inclina-

tion to impart to her friends the benefit of, who can-

not lail of being so to her, if they have merit enough

to be capable of being obliged by the most agreeable

sincere manner to engage approbation and gratitude ;

then I hope you think I have enough to do justice,

both in my thoughts and actions, to one so worthy of

it.

1 am, Sir, your sincerely obliged and

affectionate humble servant,

H. Pratt.

FROM LADY BETTY GERMAIN.

April 5, 17.35.

Part the first, you order me to give up my secre-

taryship ; and part the second, called postscript, you

employed me about Dr Sheridan's exchange, when
the letters for it must have been at Dubhn long be-
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fore voiirs came awav. T was just thiukiiiii that you

was a little upon the dear joy ;* but, to be sure, you

were in the right, ior w liat signified my secretaryship

when I had no business ?

The Countess of Sullolk did not give uj) the first

emplovEuent at court, for she had no other than mis-

tress of tlie robes, being 400/. a-ycar, which the

Duchess of Dorset had quitted to her, there being no

lady of the bed-chamber's place vacant, and it not be-

ing quite proper for a countess to continue bed-cham-

ber woman. As to her part about Gay, that I clear-

ed to vou loni:: a<;o : for, to mv certain knowled<rc,

no woman was ever a better friend than she by many
ways proved herself to him. As to what you hint

about yourself, as I am wholly ignorant what it is you

mean, I can say nothing upon it. And as to the ques-

tion, \\'hether vou should conirratulate or condole?

I believe you may do either, or both, and not be in

the wrong : for I truly think she was heartily sorry

to be obliged, by ill usage, to quit a master and mis-

tress that she had served so justly, and loved so well.

However, she has now much more ease and liberty,

and accordinfdv her health better.

Mrs Floyd has a coui^h every winter, and fjeneral-

ly so bad, that she often frightens me for the conse-

quences. My saucy niecef presents her service to

Parson Swiff. The Duchess of Dorset is gone to l^ath

• An Irish expression.—^.

t Mary, eldest daughter, and one of the coheirs of Thomas Cham-

bers, of Hanworth, in Middlesex, Esq. bv Lady Mary Berkeley, sis-

ter to Earl Berkeley and to Lady Betty Germain. She married,

April, 1736, Lord Vere Beauclerc, afterwards Lord \'ere.—B.
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witli Laily Latnhort, tor iuT lualtli ; .siic has not btvn

long enough there yet to find the ^^ood ellects of the

waters : but as they always did agree with her, 1 have

great hopis thev will now (juite eure iier eolie.

In all likelihood, yon are weary by this time of

reading, and 1 am of writing sueh a long lettt r : so

adieu, my dear Dean.

FROM DR SHERIDAN.

April 5, 1735.

Di:ar Sir,

Mrs Perott has this instant invited my two el-

dest daughters to her house till such time as I may
be settled at Cavan. She is a lady the best housewife

in Ireland, and of the best temper I ever knew. Her
daughters are formed by her example, so that it is im-

possible to place them where they will have a better

opportunity of learning what may be hereafter of real

advantage to them. Dear sir, I shall impatiently

wait your advice : for my affairs here require a longer

attendance than I expected. You Avill be so good as

to let me know from Mr Lirii^cn* whether the Duke
of Dorset's letter be come in answer to the lords jus-

tices, that 1 may hurry to Dublin ; for people are

here impatient at having their children so long idle.

* One of thf -^•crctHrwH to the lords ju^ticfH.—D. S.
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I am apt to believe that it" you put this nuitter iu

what li<i;lit you think proper to the lord chancellor,

he will not insist upon a ])unctilio, which may prove

a great loss to me. The 15isho|) ot" Kilhnore can pro-

duce a letter I tiiink sutlieient to justiiy their excel-

lencies the lords justices in f^ranting us patents.

I wish you long health and happiness, and shall,

dear Sir, ever have a grateful sense otyour t'riendship,

and be, with all respect,

Your most obedient and very humble servant,

TiKJMAS SlIKKIDAN.

FROM THE ARC limsiIOl^ OF CASHELL.*

Casliell, April 7, 1735.

Dkau Sir,

I SUPPOSE by this time you have been informed,

that Mr Dunkint was ordained here last Thursday,

and that the reconnnendations got the better ot* my

* l)r Thoophilus li(»lton. lit- w;us Uertor of St Worbur^h's, and

Chancellor of the Cathctlral of St Patrick's ; Hishopof C'lonfert, Sept.

12, 1723 ; translated to Elphin, April 1(), I724; to Cashell, Jan. 6,

1729, and died in 1714. This ])ri'late appears to have lx*en highly re-

spected bv tho Dean, as being one of the four bishops w ho voted against

the two bills, which, in the opinion of Swift, went to establish a ty-

ranny in the persons of the spiritual lords over the inferior clergy.

See the Poem on the Irish Bishops, vol. XII. p. 428, and tlu* Consi-

derations on the two Bills, &c. vol. VIII. p. 31H.

t The Reverend Mr Dunkin, author of several poetical piercs, pub-

lished in two volumes. He took a warm interest in the dispute be-
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|>rt jiidices to his unliaj)|)y «;i niiis ; wliidi, I Iiojk?,

will, ill some degree, convince you. tlhit yonr ])o\vcr

over nic is not yet quite worn out.

It is one o{ the greatest evils that attends tliose

whom fortune has forsaken, that their friends forsake

them too ; and let nic tell you, that your not seeing

me the whole winter T was last in Dublin, was not

a less mortification to me, than all the hard sayings

of the great parliament orators. However, I must own
your taking any occasion to write to me at all, has

made some amends ; for though you seem designed-

ly to cover it, I think I j)ereeive some little marks of

that former kindness, which I once i)leased myself to

tvrecn Iictte>worlli and tlu- Dcaii, and ua'* author nf a |KK'ni, entitled

•* liottesworths Kxultations," Irvrllcd ajL,^iinst tlir unlucky sorjcant.

For thi» int^TftTt-ncc, he u.ls assailed liy tlie author of " The Case,

truly stated b<'tween Swift and Hettesworth," mIio says that Swift

kiss'cl him,

And stroked his head iiiid rhcck, and blcKs'd him ;

Then made a dr(-<i uiid It-ft tUv. chit,

In full reversion to his wit;

And Kaid, " Look sharp, thou shall inherit

A H ' 'r- portion of my spirit
;

i> , .ander not thiH lakt donation,

'Ti* fittest to divide the nation,

That all the world may know what I know,
Tfiou art my wn, and not a bye-blow."

.So did Klijah on that day,

When from hi^ man he stole away,
W l.i 'I ( .irricd in the fire and nmokr,
He Uirrw him down his thread-bare cloak.

L'nd«r ^\uU attacks, Mr Dunk in was consjolwl h\' the author of a

popticaJ epistle, addref««te<l to him, entitled, a " Ijl»el on the Duhlin

Dunren;" printefl in 17-'i4.

Let this thy motto ser^e to raiae

An ample monument to praise
;

\\t Diinkin tra» rmr- nf f lif \i it?|. - . u> thi- Uean's Will.



have had a share in nith vour biwrer n~er..i< Wlmi
I coDTersed with politkiaDs^ I kamed. dut it w»
DoC prudent to seem fend of what ooe most de-

sires : ic€ which reason, I would not tell vou, that if

thb accident of tout poetical fneod should open a

way to our fivquent meeting together again, and be-

ing put upon the old foot, as when I w&s your sub-

ject at St Patrick's. I should think myself the hap>

piest man in the world ; but thb I will say, that if it

hXks out »» this last heary period of my lite will be

much more tolerable than it is at presenL

I am now wholly emplo3red in tagging up roH:s«

and making the wiy easier to the church ; which if

I can succeed in, I design to repair a rery renerahle

old &bric, that was built here in the time c^ oar^
Dorant (as we are pleased to call tbem> ancestors 1

wish this age had a litde of their piety, though we
gave up,insteadof it, some ofour imnMnse erudition.

Wbit if you spent a fortnight here this summer ? I

luive laid aside all my country politics;, sheriffs* elec-

tion:!;, iieasts, vV:c. And I £mcy it would not he dis-

agreeable to you to see King Cv^rmack^ chapel, his

bed-chamber. vVx. all built, bevond contn>versT, above

eight hundred yev^ ago, when he was kii^ as well

as archbishop. I really intend to lay out a thousand

pounds to preserve this old churv^i : and I am sure

you would be of service to posterity, it' you assisted
me in the doing of it ; at leasts if you approved the

design, you v *
* /.vethegrca: leasure, I assuie

YOU. to

Vour nKkst .xfTectiiMiate and

£utht\il humble servant,

THua Cashfiu
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TO MR THOMAS liKACII/

MEUCHANT IN WKKXIIAM, DENUIGHSHIIIE.

To be left at the Customhouse AVarchouse in Ches-

ter, and given to Ste|)hcn Lovel, Esq. Collector of

the Customs in Chester.

Dublin, April 12, 1735.

Sir,

After the fate of all poets, you are no favourite of

fortune ; for your letter of March '31st did not come

to my hands till two days after Sir AVilliam Fownes\s

death ; who, havinrr been so long afflicted with the

stone and other disorders, besides great old age, died

about nine days ago. If he had recovered, I should

certainly have waited on him with your poem, and

recommended it and the author very heartily to his

favour. I have seen fewer good panegyrics than any

other sort of writing, especially in verse, and there-

fore I much approve the method you have taken ; 1

mean that of describing a person who possesseth

every virtue, and rather waiving tliat Sir William

Fownes was in your thoughts, than that your picture

was like in every part. Tic had indeed a very good

• Mr Thomas Beadi, author of a poem, rntitUfl " Eugciiio, or a

Virtuous and Happy Life," to which this letter alludes. It is dedi-

cated to .Mr Pope. The unfortunate author committed suicide a few

week«« after publicati'^>n of his j^^oem. in I7.S7.
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natural undtTstaiuliiig, nor wanted a talent fur poetry

;

but Ills education denied him learninGf, for !ie knew
no other language except his own : yet lie was a man
of taste and humour, as well as a wise and useful ci-

tizen, as appeared by some little treatise for re^^adating

tlie government of this city ; and I often wished hU
advice had been taken. I read your poem several

times, and shewed it to three or four judicious friends,

who all approved it, but agreed with me, that it want-

ed some corrections. Upon which I took a number
of lines, which are in all 299, the odd nund)er being

occasioned by what they call a triplet, w hicii was a

vicious way of rhyming, wherewith Dryden abound-

ed, and was imitated by all the bad versifiers in

Charles the Second's reign. Dryden, though my near

relation,* is one I have often blamed as well as j)itied.

* " It is not easy," says Mr Maloiic, " to ascertain tlu' exact de-

gree of relationship l)et\vt'en Dryden and Swift. Ilr is said hv his

kinsman, Deane Swift, and \>y Ilaukesworth after liim,to have l)een

our author's second cousin, tlie ^^randson of ElizalK'th, one of the

<laui:hters of Sir Krasnius Dridi'ii ; hut tliis coidd ni»t Ik* the case, for

that lady was married to Sir Kichard lMiilli|>s, Hart. The wife, there-

fbre, of Thomas Swift, lieing a(!knowlc(l;;ed to have Ix^en Klizal>eth

Dryden, must Ik* souirht for in some other hranch of the Dryden fa-

mily. From Mercurius Kusticu.s, p. 75, it aj)|)earH, that in ()(tolK?r,

l64'i, she had, Ix'side ten children, who suppiicjited her plumlerers

for hread, an infant in the cradle, and afterwards slic ha<l three more

children ; so that she prohahly was younger than any of the daughters

of Sir Erasmus Driden, ail of whom, I Udieve, were Iwrn Ijcfore the

year I6OO. On her husband's living Ijeing se<|ue8terc<l, the proHt^* of

it were consigne<l to Jonathan Dnjdrn, minister, who was prol>ably

her brother ; and they were the children of a brother of Sir Erasmus

Driden ; he had five brothers. If I am right in this conjecture, the

Dean of St Patrick's /«/Aer and our author were only second cousins.

Swift's grandfatlicr. Thomas, had ten >-nn«;. of which the fifth, Jona-
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He was p<X)r, and in groat haste to finish his plays,

because by them lie ehieHy supported his family, and

this made him so very ineorreet ; he likewise brouixht

in the Alexandrine verse at the end of his triplets. I

was so angry at these corrupt ions, that about twenty-

four years ago I banished them all by one triplet,

with the Alexandrine, ujion a very ridiculous sub-

ject.* I abs(^lutely did ])revail with ]Mr l'o])c, and

Gay, and Dr Young, and one or two more, to reject

them. Mr Pope never used them till he translated

Homer, which was too long a work to be so very ex-

act in ; and I tiiink in one or two of his last poems
he has, out of laziness, done the same thing, though

very seldom. I now proceed to what I would have cor-

rected in your poem. Line 6, for Inoft, read tvnnt ; I

abhor those hati'ts and woufs, <S:c. he. they are detest-

able in verse as well as prose. L. 46, for whiUt, put

while. L. 83, derives, I doubt there is no verb depo-

nent, but always active. L. 106, " If AW/ usurps, or

James ;' Xoll is too much a cant word for a grave

than (the Dean's father) was prohahly named from Jonatlian JJryden

above mentioned, who was, I l>c]ieve, his uncle. Another of the sons

(who, as well as Jonathan, was an attorney) was called Dridcn Swift,

in honour of his mother ; a circumstance which confirms the tradition

concerning the relationship Ijetween these two celebrated men. Swift,

in one of his letters, calls Dryden his near relation ; but in the L'lst

age a greater account wa.s made of consanguinity than at present. A
second or third cousin was then considered as a near relation." See

Malooe's Life of Dryden.—N.
• These lines, to which Swift imputes greater inHuence than they

I, concluded the City Shower :

Sweepings from butchers' stalls, dung, gut*, and blood,

Drown'd puppies, stinking sprats, all drench'd in mud,

Dead rata and tumip-top« come tumbling down the flood.— Vol. XIV. p. 10].

li
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poem ; and as to Junw.s, he was a weak bigolted pa-

pist, desirous, like all kin^^s, of absolute power, but

not properly a tyrant. Ti. 109, And vii(I,st, harsh and

roii«,Hi, the elision unliiekily ])laee(l. L. 115, ll(i, I

cannot sulleran ill rhyme, such as .v<r// and .scene ; (I

forgot the triplet in L. 108, which I wish were clip-

ped of one of its three winirs :) and L. 110, to Crlory,

I wish it were /'// CUonj. J.. 118. Docs. This word
should be avoided, as a mere expletive. L. 1.55, JJoes,

The same fault. L. liil, 27ie Ingrate, This verse is

not right measure, but sounds very ill. L. 121, Cheer-

ful, c^c. This verse wants a verb, us are, or some other.

204, Does. L. 217, iov pervdde it should he pervudea,

la. 218, and grows, Quere, is not or more ])ropcr ? li.

278, Cuz7ou\ famed. This is an expletive, not a pro-

per e])ithct. L. 289, 7V/^// dares. The word ///r//, as

it is placed, spoils the whole line, and is not proper,

for the right word should be tr/io. L. 294, Uea/icend.

I know not the reason for this word. \\\\\ not rather

aJicend^ I sli])ped 290, 11/an ; 1 suppose you only

meant then. Vou will do right to read over your

poem carefully, and observe where there be any more

oversights of the same kind with those I have noted,

and to be corrected ; which you can do better than

any other person.* A friend can only see what is

amiss, but the writer can mend it more easilv. ^Vll

you desire in relation to Sir \\'illiam Fownes is at an

end bv his death : otherwise I should <>ladlv have per-

formed it in the best and most effectual manner I was

• All these corrections Mr Beach rarefullv adopter!, and discard-

ed his triplets agrceahlv to the Dean's recommendation.
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able. As to the ])ul)lisliinii^ it lioiv, I utterly differ

from you. No printer in tliis he^^iirly town, and en-

slaved starvint^ kinixdoni, would j)rint it without be-

ing paid his iull charge of his labour, nor would he be

able to sell two dozen, unless he could allord it for a

penny. 1 would rather advise you to have it publish-

ed in I^ondon by Motte or Lintot, or any other book-

seller there wlu^ deals in j)oetry. It would bearashiU

lin*'" price: but, as I presume you are not nnich known

as a poet in that great city, you should get some per-

son of consequence to recommend it.

As to what things were printed here on supposition

they were mine, the thing was done directly against

my inclinations, out of the disdain I had of their be-

ing published in so obscure and wretched a country.

liut I would have been well enough satisfied if the

booksellers in London could have agreed among them-

selves to print them there : And 1 believe they now
repent they did not, because every printer there hath

a property in their copy ; and what things are sup-

posed to be mine, belonged to several booksellers, who
might have shared equally, according to what copies

thev held. T have been called away till evening ; how-

ever, my paper could aflbrd me but little more room

if I had staid. I am, with true esteem, Sir,

Your most humble servant,

Jon. Swift.
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FROM ALDERMAN RARBKR.

(^uecii-S<|u:irf. April ii2, 1735.

Dear Sir,

It was with great j)lcasurt' I had the favour of your

most obliging letter by the hands ol' Mr Richardson,

agent to the Irish society; for as I am always j)roiid

to receive your commands, he may depend upon any

service I can do him that is in my power: when I

say this, I make you no great compliment ; for as that

gentleman\s merit has raised him to the post he now
enjovs under the societv, it is hardly to be doubted

but that his integrity and good conduct for the fu-

ture, will easily preserve his interest in that body.

I am very sorry to hear that your old complaints

from your head continue; and the more so, because

they have deprived your friends here of the great

pleasure and satisfaction of seeing you among them,

which is a sensible mortification to them indeed ; but

I am very much pleased with the account you give

of your way of living, because I am a living instance,

how the economy you are under must necessarily

preserve your life many years. I have the gout some-

times, the asthma very much, and of late frequent

pains in my bowels ; and yet, by keeping in a con-

stant regular way, I battle them all, and am in much
better health than I was twelve years ago, when four

top physicians pronounced me a dead man, and sent

me abroad to die. I ride when I can, but not in win-

ter ; for the fogs and mists, and cold weather, murder
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mo. 1 drink i\ pint of claret at dinnor, (none at night,

)

and havo a i^ood stoinatli, witii a had di^wstion ; but

1 \n\\c (rood spirits, iiiul am chccrrul, thank Gcxl.

T hi - pardc^n for entertiiinirjfr you so lonir with my
intirniitie*;, wliich I would hund)ly ap])ly, That if my
bcinix rei^ular, with so many distcMn])crs, preserves me
to ahiiost a miracle, what nuist the same method pro-

duce in you ?

About ten days ago I saw^ Mr Pope, who is very

well ; so is the Lord of Dawley.*

It is a melancholy retiection you make, how many
friends you have lost since good Queen Anne's time.

Many indeed I for there are very few left. The loss

of a friend is the loss of a lind), not to be restored.

Poor Lady Masham among the rest. Our friend the

doctorf I am afraid did not take the care he ought to

have done. I am told he was a great ej^icure, and de-

nied himself nothing. Possibly he might think the

play not worth the cxindle. You may remember Mr
Garth said he was glad when he was dying ; for he

was Aveary of having his shoes pulled off and on. As
for my part, I am resolved to make the remains of my
life as easy as I can, and submit myself entirely to

the will of God.

You will give me leave, sir, just to congratulate

you on your public spirit, (and for which all mankind
applaud you,) in erecting an hospital for the unhappy.

It is truly worthy of your great soul, and for which

the present and the future age must honour and re-

• Bfilingbrokr.—D. S. + Arbuthnot.—D, S.
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vcrc your incmory ' 1 ilare say no more on this head

for fear ot" ollendiii;^.

Tliat (i()(l Ahuiglity woiiKl please to restore your

health, and preserve you many years for tiie good of

mankind, is the hearty prayer of, sir,

Your most obedient humble servant,

John HAiuiKii.

iMy service to l)r Delany.

FROM MRS rUATT.

London, April 22, 1735.

Sm,
I WROTE in such haste that I fori^^ot to make my

Lady Saville's acknowledgments, which, before she

left this, she engaged me to do in a particular man-
ner from her, by assuring you that she is your obliged

humble servant, and wishes you all happiness, as

many more do among your I'riends here. Her num-
ber of children is three, two girls and a boy ; who,

thank (iod, seem promising.

My Lord Shelburne, who is just come to town for

two or three days, desires his sincere compliments to

you, invites you next June to an empty town-house,

and wishes that accommodation of removiufr vou
from the inconveniencies of a lod<:infr, mav tempt

you to a change of air, and to come among your

friends. I wish I could tempt you to come hither, as
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I loiii: to liavo the |)lc:isuro ofassurint^ you in person,

how sincerely 1 am. Sir, your ever obliijjed anil most

taithUil huniMe servant,

H. Pratt.

TKOM WILLIAM PULTENEY, Esq.

»

Lnndon, April 29, 1735.

Sir,

I AM obliged to you for your letter by Dr Stop-

ford ; to which I am sorry I can so soon, by him, re-

turn you an answer. 1 have scarce had any oppor-

tunity of seeing him. One day, believing we should

have had no business in parliament, I desired him to

dine with me ; but unluckily a debate arose, which

kept us till nine at night before we sat down to din-

ner. We have had a very fatiguing session, more

from the severe attendance on elections, than any

other public business. The ministers have been de-

feated in their expectation of weeding the house ;

and upon the whole, we stand stronger in numbers

than we did at first setting out.

I have sent you the copy of a bill, now depending

in our house, " for the encouragement of learning,**

as the title bears : but T think it is rather of advan-

tage to booksellers than authors. AVhcther it will

pass or not this session, I cannot say ; but if it should

not, I should be glad ofyour thoughts upon it against
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another session. It seems to nie to !)e extremely im-

j)erl'ect at present. 1 hope you have many more wri-

tinf^s to obh^^e the world with, than thnsc^ which have
been so seanilah^uslv stolen i'rom you. And when a

m m

bill oi* this nature passes in Knjrland, (as I hope it

will next year,) you muy then secure the j)roperty to

any friend, or any charitable use you think fit.

I thank you for the many kind expressions of

friendship in your letter. If my public conduct has

recommended me to your esteem, 1 am extremely

proud of the reward, and yalue it more than those

do, who attain foolish ribbons, or foolish titles, vi/ift

scrvitittis prif)ni(L^ l^ray therefore continue me your

friendship, and believe me, with the greatest since-

rity and rec^ard, dear Sir,

Your most humble and obedient scryant,

W. PULTEXEY.

Lord Hc^lincrbroke is goini^ to France with I^ord

I5crkeley ; but, I believe, will return again in a

few months.

1 will take a proper opportunity of recommending

L)r Stopford to the Duke of Dorset; but I think

it is not yet (piite certain, that he will contirnie

lord-lieutenant. I mean, that if he perceives that

he is to be turned out soon after his return from

Ireland, possibly he may desire not to go.

This was before he attained the title of Earl of Bath.—D. S.

VOL. XVIII. tJ
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TO LADY BKTTY (iERMAIN.

May 5, 17.S5.

Madam,
I FIND your ladyship seems not very much pleased

\vith your office of secretary; which, however, you

must be obliged to hold during the duke's govern-

ment, if I happen to outlive it, which for your com-

fort, considering my health, is not very hkely. I

have not been a troublesome petitioner to his grace,

and intend to be less ; and, as 1 have always done,

will principally consider my lord duke's honour. I

have very few friends in want. I liave kindred

enough, but not a grain of merit among them, ex-

cept one female, who is the only cousin I suffer to

see me. When I had credit for some years at court,

I provided for above fifty people in both kingdoms,

of which not one was a relation. I have neither fol-

lowers, nor fosterers, nor dependers ; so that if 1 lived

now among the great, they might be sure I would

never be a solicitor, out of any regard but merit and

virtue : and in that case, I would reckon 1 was do-

ing them the best service in my power : and if they

weregoofl for anything, I would expect their thanks

;

for they want nothing so much as an honest, judici-

ous recommender, which, in perfect modesty, I take

myself to be. Dr Sheridan is gone to his school in ^

the country, and was only delayed so long on account
)

of some very unnecessary forms, contrived by his

grace's most cautious deputies.
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My letter is but just hci^uu ; tlio lar^^^c r half re-

mains :* and your hulvsliip is to make a tivsli use of

your secretary's employment. The Countess of Ker-

ry, mv long friend and mistress, commanded me to

attend her yesterday : she told me, that Mr J)eerin<r,

late dej)uty-clerk of the council, l)ein<^ dead, she hail

thoughts of soliciting the same oflice for her younger

son, iMr John Fitzmaurice. Her eldest son, Lord

Fitzmauriee, has for some years been plagued with

a wife and no w ife.j 'IMie case has been tried in both

kingdoms, and he stands excommunicated and ibrced

to live abroad, which is a very great misfortune to

the Karl of Kerrv and his ladv ; and thev have no-

thing left to comtbrt them but their younger son,

'who has lately married very honestly and indisputa-

bly, lie is a young gentleman of great regularity,

very well educated, but has no employment ; there-

fore his parents would be very desirous he should

have one, and this, of deputy-clerk of the council

here, would be a very pr(^j)er introduction to busi-

ness. It is imderstood here, that the purchase of the

deputy-clerk's oflicc is the usual percjuisite ol' the

chief clerk, with the consent of the chief governor

;

with which my Lord and Lady Kerry would very

readily and thankfully fall in. iVnd as the Earl of

This is liulicrously said, as txMDg a common blundering expres-

sion of the Irish.—S.

t Tlie great-grand father of the present Marrpiis of LansdoNmc.

^Mien tlie claim upon his hand, here al hided to, was terminated by

tlie death of the feniale who maintained it, his lordsliip formed an

alliance becoming Ids rank, by marrying a daugliter of the Earl of

Cavan.



SOS F.VISTOLAUY C'OHKKSI'ONUENCK.

Korrv's is one of the most ancient and noble ihniilies

of the kingdom, liis younger, and only son of which

he has anv hopes, might well ])rctend to succeed in

so small an olliee, ii])on an ccjuai foot witli any other

])erson. I own this ])roposal of mine is more suitable

to the corrui)tion of the times, than to my own spe-

culative notions of virtue; but I must give some al-

lowance to the degeneracy of mankind, and the pas-

sion I have to my Lady Kerry, &c.

1). never writes to me. No man alive can con-

vince Talalderahla ; and when we come next, it is

the same thing with l^erby and l^arnard. Plurality

of dinners and dignities he has ; and so Mandragoras

eontirms it to all members in an episode of sage and

brandy.

FROM MRS DOXNELLAN.

May 10, 1735*

Sir,

I SHOULD before this have returned you thanks

for the favour of your letter, but that I feared too

quick a correspondence might be troublesome to

you. A\ hen I receive a very great honour and fa-

vour, I think it ungenerous immediately to sue for

another, though I have the highest sense of the obli-

gation.

You say you want me to assert your right over

our sex ; and your letter is so powerful a bribe, that
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I fear I shall give tlicin up to you, though I am a

great abserter of their rights and privileges. As to

the employments you assign me, I readily undertake

them all, thouLih 1 know myself very unfit for some
of them ; hut I have sueh high e\amj)les on my side,

that 1 am not at all ashamed of prctejiding to more
than T can do. I tliink T can be a very good nurse;

you shall teach me to be your companion ; and, for

a housekeeper, 1 will assure you I know to a farthint*"

the lowest price of everything, though I am ever so

ignorant of the matter.

Mrs Tendarves has, as you say, forsaken us; by
my Lord Lansdown's death, lier brother MrCiran-
ville is become possessed of eight hundred poumls a-

year, and twenty thousand pounds in monev ; which

was so settled that my Lord Lansdown could not

touch it. Mr Ciranville is a man of great worth, and
a very kind brother, and has it now in his ])owcr to

provide for their sister Miss Ciranville, whom Mrs
Pendarves is extremely fond of: this you may ima-

gine has been a cordial to her for I^ord J^ansdown's

death, though she had a great regard for him. T tell

her when she has married and settled her brother

and sister, if she does not settle herself, she nmst
think of her friends in Ireland ; and she promises me
she will.

It is so much my interest, sir, to believe you sin-

cere, that I will not doubt it : 1 will rather think you
want judgment, (which is very hard for me to do,) or

why should not I (which is still more pleasing) be-

lieve I have really those good qualities you ascribe

to me? It will only make me vain ; and who can be
humble when praised by you ?



310 T.riSTOLAKV C()UUr.SrONl)KN(^E.

I tliiiik vDur iiuliixnaticwi airainst our absentcrs very

iust, tliDUiih some of mv family sullcr by it ; but we

arc resolved to be no lon«rer of tlie number, and pro-

I
>-e kavinii' London this montli. l\)c)r Mrs l^arber

has been ctmiined with the i^out these three months;

and I fear \vc siiall leave Iier so : her ])oems are gc-

nendlv jrreatlv liked : there are, indeetl, a few severe

critics (who tliink that judtj^ment is only shewn in

finding fault>) that say they are not j)oetic ; and a

few fine ladies, who are not eonnnended in thcni,

that complain tliey are dull.

1 am very sorry l)r Delany has given up his house

in Dublin ; for one eaimot, as often as one may wish

it, command time and a coach to visit him at Del-

ville. I hope though to be admitted into the new
apartment, and to have the happiness of meeting you

there.

My brother is highly honoured in the character

you give him, which, though he is my brother, I

must say I think a very just one : he will deliver

you this letter, and with it my best thanks for all

your favours ; being. Sir, with the highest grati-

tude,

Your most obliged obedient servant,

II. DONNELLAN.

My best respects attend Dr Delany and Dr Ilel-

sham.
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TO MR POPK.

May 12, 1735.

Youn letter was sent me yesterday by Mr Stop-

ford,* who laiuk'd the same day, but 1 have not yet

seen him. ^\s to my silence, (iod knows it is my great

misfortune. My little domestic alfairs are in great

confusion by the villainy of aijents, and the miseries

of this kingdom, where there is no money to be had :

nor am I unconcerned to see all things tending to-

wards absolute power in both nations, (it is here in

perfection already,) although I shall not live to see it

established. This condition of things, both public,

and personal to myself, has given me such a kind of

despondency, that I am almost unqualified for any

company, diversion, or amusement. The death of

Mr Gay and the Doctor, have been terrible wounds
near my heart. Their living would have been a great

comfort to me, althougli T should never have seen

them ; like a sum of money in a bank, from which 1

should receive at least animal interest, as I do from

you, and have done from my I^ord IJolingbroke. To
shew in how much ignorance I live, it is hardly a

fortnight since I heard of the death of my Lady
Masham, my constant friend in all changes of times.

€k)d forbid that I should expect you to make a voy-

age that would in the least affect your health : but in

Afterwards Bishop of Clojne.
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{he meantime how iinlia|)])y am I, that my best

friend should have perhaps the only kind of disorder,

for wliich a sea-voyage is not in some degree a rcme-

dv. The oUl Duke of (Irmond said, he would not

eliange his dead son (Ossory) for the best living son

in Europe. Neither would 1 change you, my absent

friend, for the best present friend round the globe.

T have lately read a Inx^k imputed to I^ord JJoling-

broke, called *' A Dissertation u})on Parties."* I

think it very masterly written.

Pray God reward you for your kind prayers : I

believe your prayers will do me more good than

those of all the prelates in both kingdoms, or any

prelates in Europe, except the l]ishop of Marseilles.

And God preserve you for contributing more to

mend the world, than the whole pack of (modern)

parsons in a lump.

I am ever entirely yours,

Jon. Swift.

• Tlie lx?st, perhaps, of all Bolingbmke's works ; written with

great force of rcaMdiing, and in a style equally spirited and elegant.

One of the severest attacks ever made on Sir Rf»l)ert Walpole, was

the de<lication prefixed to this I)issert-ati<m, when tlie papers that

had been first separately printed in tlie Craftsman were collected into

one volume octavo. Afti-r the many things that have l>een said for

aod against his long ministry, his want of skill and knowledge in

oondiirting foreign affairs was most frecjuently rejK'ated. In a letter

written in 1776, the King of Prussia affirms expressly, that Walpole

used to j^ay, *' I leave Kurope to my brother, and reserve only Eng-

Und to myself."—Dr Wabton.
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TO WILLIAM IMLTEXEY, Esq.

Dublin, .May 12, 1735.

Sir,

Mr Stopford landed yesterday, and sent me the

letter which you were pleased to lionoiir me with. 1

have not yet seen him, lor he ealled when 1 was not

at home. I'he reason why I ventured to recommend
liim to your pnUection, was your bein^ liis old pa-

tron, to whom he is ol)liL,a'd for all the preferment he

got in the cluirch. lie is one of the most deserving

gentlemen in the country, and has a tolerable pro-

vision, much more than persons of so nmch merit can

in these times pretend to, in either kin«;dom. 1 love

the IJuke of Dorset very well, havin^^ known him
from his youth, and he has treated me with great ci-

vility since he came into this government. It is true,

his original principles, as well as his instructions Ironi

your side the water, make him act the usual part in

managing this nation, for which he nmst be excused :

yet 1 wish he would a little more consider, that

people here might have some small share in employ-

ments civil and ecclesiastic, wlierein my Lord Car-

teret acted a more popular ])art. The folks here,

whom they call a ])culiament, will imitate yours in

everything, after the same manner as a monkey does

a human creature. If my health were not so bad,

although my years be many, I fear I might outlive

liberty in P^ngland. It has continued longer than in
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any otlier nionaroln , and innst cmuI as all others have

done wliicli were cstabhshed by the (ioths, and is

now fallin«x in the same manner that the rest have

done. It is very natural ibr every kintj to desire un-

limited power ; it is as proper an objeet to their ap-

petites, as a wcncli to an abandoned young fellow, or

wine to a drunkard, l^ut what puzzles me is, to

know how a man ol' birth, title, and fortune, ean iind

hisaceount in making himselfand his ])osterity slaves.

They arc paid ibr it ; the court will restore what

their luxury has destroyed ; I have nothing to ob-

ject. Hut, let me suppose a chief minister, from a

scanty fortune, almost eaten up with debts, acquiring

by all methods a monstrous overgrown estate, why,

he will still <io on to endeavour making his master

absolute, and thereby in the power of seizing all his

possessions at his pleasure, and hanging or banishing

him into the bargain. Therefore, if I were such a mi-

nister, I would act like a j)rudent gamester, and cut,

as the shaq)er calls it, before luck began to change.

AVhat if such a minister, when he had got two or

three millions, would pretend conviction, seem to

dread attempts u])on liberty, and bring over all his

forces to the country-side ? As to the lust of absolute

power, I despair it can ever be cooled, unless princes

had capacity to read the history of the Roman em-

perors, how many of them were murdered by their

own army ; and the same may be said of the Otto-

mans by their janis.saries ; and many other examples

are easy to be found. If T were such a minister I

would go farther, and endeavour to be king myself.

Such feats have happened among the petty tyrants
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of old Greece, ami the worst that Iiappiiied was only

their being murdered for their ])ains.

I helieve in my conscience tiiat you have some
mercenary end in all your endeavours to preserve tlu»

liberty of your country at the expense of your (juiet,

and of making all the villains in England your ene-

mies. For you stand almost alone, and therefore are

sine, if you succeed, to engross the wliole glory of

recovering a desj)erate constitution, given over by
all its other physicians. May God work a miracle,

by changing the hearts ofan abandoned j)eo])k', whose
hearts are waxen gross, w hose ears are dull of hear-

ing, and whose eyes have been closed ; and may he

continue you as his chief instrument, bv whom this

miracle is to be wrought.

I send this letter in a ])acket to IMr Po])e, and by
a private hantl. I pray (iod protect you against all

your enemies ; T mean those of your country ; for

you can have no other ; and as you will never be

weary of well-doing, so may (lod give you lou"- life

and health the better to support you.

You are pleased to mention some volumes of what
are called my works. I have looked on them very

little. It is a fjreat inortification to me, althou«di I

should not have been dissatisfied if such a thinir had

been done in P^uf^land bv booksellers arrreeinGramoiif

themselves. 1 never <^ot a farthinir bv anvthin*'- I

writ, except one about eight years ago, and that was

by Mr Pope's prudent management for me. Here
the printers and booksellers have no propert\' in their

copies. The printer* aj^plied to my friends, and got

* Mr George Fauliiner.
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iiianv tliiiiiTs fiDiu iMijilaiul. The inaii was civil and

humble, but 1 had no dcahnjjjs with him, and there-

fore he consulted some friends, who were readier to

direct him than 1 desired they should. I saw one

poem on you and a great minister, and was not sor-

ry to lind it there.

I fear you are tired ; I cannot help it ; nor could

avoid the conveiiience of writing, when 1 miirht be

in no danger oC post officers. 1 am, Sir, with the

truest respect and esteem,

Your most obedient and

obliired humble servant,

Jon. Swift.

I desire to present my most humble respects to Mrs
Pulteney.

FROM MRS TENDARVES.

May 16, 1735.

Sir,

You have never yet put it in my power to accuse

you of want of civility ; for since my acquaintance

with you, you have always paid me more than I ex-

pected : but I may sometimes tax you with want of

kindness; which, to tell you the truth, I did for a

month at least. At last, I was informed your not

writing to me was occasioned by your ill state of
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health ; that chant^cd my discontent, hut did not les-

sen it ; and I have not yet (juite determined it in my
mind, whether 1 would liave you sick or ncdifent
of me : they are both rrrcat evils, and hard to cIioom-

out of: I heartily wish neither mav happen. Vou
call yourself hy a <j^reat many u^ly names, which I

take ill ; lor 1 never could bear to hear a ])crson I

value abused. T, for that reason, must desire you to

be more uj)on your ^uanl w hen you speak of vour-

self iuriiin : I much easier fbririve vour callin<r me
knave and fool. I am infinitely obliged to you for

the concern you express for tlie weakness ofmy eyes:

thev are now very well. I have had a nmeh "^reater

aflliction on my spirits, which prevented my writing

sooner to you. My sister (the only one I have, and
an extraordinary darlini^) has been extremely indis-

posed this \\ hole wmter. I have had all the anxiety

imaginable on her account ; but she is now in a bet-

ter way, and I hope past all danger. T would rather

tell you somewhat that is pleasant ; but how can I ?

I am just goiJig to lose Mrs Domiellan, and that is

enough to damp the liveliest imagination : it is not
easy to express what one feels on such an occasion :

the loss of an agreeable, sensible, useful companion,
gives a ])ain at the heart not to be described. You
happy Hibernians, that are to reap the benefit of my
distress, will hardly think of anythinir but your own
joy, and not afford me one grain of ])ity. Thus thin'^s

are carried in this world, the rich forget the poor. I

am sorry the sociable Thursdays, that used to bring

together so many agreeable friends at Dr Delany's,

are broke up : though Delville has its beauties, it is

more out of the way than Stafford-street. I believe
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you have had a (iiiict winter in Dublin ; not so has

it lK?cn ^^ith us in London. Ilurrv, wran<»lin<x, ex-

trava«rance, and matrimony, have reigned with great

impetuosity. Tlie newspapers, I suppose, have men-

tioned the number of great fortunes that are going

to be married. Our ojieras have given nmeh eause

of dissension. Men and women have been deeply en-

gaged : and no debate in the House of Commons has

been urged with more warmth : the dispute of the

merits of the eomposcrs and singers is carried to so

great a height, that it is much feared by all true lo-

vers of music, that operas will be quite overturned.

I own I think we make 'a very silly figure about it.

I am obliged to you for the two I>atin lines in your

last letter : it gave me a fair pretence of shewing the

letter to have them explained ; and I have gained no

small honour by that. 1 hope, sir, though you threat-

en me with not writing, that you will change your

mind : the season of the year will give you spirits,

and I shall be glad to share the good effects of them.

I am, Sir,

Your most obliged humble servant,

M. Pendarves.

When you see Mrs Donnellan, she will entertain

you with a second edition of J^'auset, too tedious

for a letter. 1 have made a thousand blunders,

which I am ashamed of
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FROM T.ADV HKTTV RROWXT.OW'K.

May 1<), I73j.

SlK,

I HAVE the honour to send you the enclosed let-

ter, and the cover, as it came to Mr Ikow nlowe. 1

hope your rrngal correspondent has not, at your ex-

pense, incurred the proverb of being penny wise, cVc.

and thereby occasioned your beinrr a sufferer by any

delay of business. 1 should heir ])ari]()n for not ha-

ving obeyed your commands in writiuLC sooner, but

that I am the only sulferer by it, by being de|)rived

of the satisfaction of hearing of vour healtli. The
extreme cold weather we have had this month, has

made the country nuich less agreeable than usual at

this time of the year ; but this liaving been a fine

morning, I have been amused very much to my sa-

tisfaction with laying out what I think a very pret-

ty design in my garden. I like my gardener mighti-

ly, and found everything in his care in ])erfect good

order ; but the coldness of the season makes every-

thing verv backward : the cucundjers are not laricer

than gherkins. I beg, if you honour me with a line,

you will let me know how both Lady Acheson and
Mrs Acheson do, for I have a sincere concern for

both their welfares. A\ e go next week to make a

visit to our friends at Seaford, where we propose stay-

ing about a fortnight. I heard yesterday you had

thoughts of going to Cashel : if it were possible for

me to have the happiness to be present at yours and
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the arthhisliop's convcTsation, T am certain I should

retrieve mv eliaraeter, and tliat you W(ndd allow me
to be a «;ood listener, w hirh, throu«;h other people's

faults, vou do not know ; Tor 1 assure you I have

too threat a desire to be informed and improved, to

occasion any interruption in your conversation, ex-

cept when I find you purposely let yoinself down to

such capacities as mine, with an intention, as I sup-

pose, to ixive us the ])leasure of babblinir. Mr l^rown-

lowe desires you will accept oC his com])liinents ; and

I am, Sir, with great respect, your truly alfeetionate

and obedient humble servant,

Elizabeth Brownlowe.

FROM LADY BETTY GERMAIN.

May 27, 1735.

It is true cnoun;h, my love to business is not great,

without my capacity was better ; but, however, you

should have had a quicker answer to your letter, but

that I find Mr Fitzmaurice has already made a])pli-

cation by several other hands, and so have many
members of parliament. The answer, given to them

all, has been, that it will not yet be disposed of; and

my opinion is, that probably, when Lord Ckorgc

Sackville comes over, he will humbly desire his fa-

ther, or whoever is chief governor, that he may, with-

out any political view, have the disposal of it him-

self, as it is his own private concern.

17
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I (lid not know Laily Kerrv had the hononr of

bein^ youi* mistress and iiivonrite : however, I ap-

|)rove of your taste. For, many years, or rather an

iiiSv a«:o, she and I were verv well ae(iuainted, and I

tliou'dit her a niiiihtv sensible a<rreeable woman ; so,

upon that aecount, as well as yours, I should be very

triad to be servieeable to her in anything in my
power.

Now I have «nven von what answer I ean on this

sul)jeet, I must recommend to you an ailair, which

has «;iven me some small palpitations of the heart,

which is, that you should not wrap up old shoes, or

neglected sermons, in my letters ; but that what ot*

them have been si)ared from ^oiuLr toward makintT

gin for the ladies, may henceforth be conunitted in-

stantlv to the Hamcs : for, you beini; stigmatized with

the name of a wit, Mr Curll will rake to the dunghill

for your correspondence. And, as to my ])art, I am
satisfied w ith having been honoured in print, by your

amorous, satirical, and gallant letters.*

The sunnner has done your old friend Mrs Flovd

a threat deal of service. As for mv saucv niece, 1

would advise you both to be better acquainted before

you fall foul of one another. The Duchess of Dor-

set is still at Bath, and the waters have done her jrood.

The duke is now confined by a fit of the gout, which,

I believe, is very well for him, l)ccause 1 doubt he

had a little of it in his stomach.

Adieu, c^:c.

• Sep a letter fmrn I.ndv I'.ttv Gerniain, dated July le. 17-6.

-N.
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FHOM TTIK Al^CirniSTTOrOFCASIIKLL.

Caslu'll, MaJ HI, 1735.

I HAVK been so unfortunate in all my contests of

late, tliat 1 am resolved to have no more, especially

where 1 am likely to be overmatched ; and as I have

some reason to Impe what is past will he forirotten,

1 confess I did endeavour in my last to put the best

colour T could think of upon a very had cause. My
friends jud^e ri»j[ht of my idleness, but, in reality, it

has hitherto proceeded from a hurry and confusion,

arising from a thousand unlucky unforeseen acci-

dents, rather than mere sloth.

I iiave but one troublesome affair now u])on my
hands, whicii, by the help of the prime Serjeant, I

hope soon to get rid of; and then you shall see me a

true Irish bisho]). Sir James Ware has made a very

useful collection of the memorable actions of all my
predecessors. He tells us, they were born in such a

town of England or Ireland ; were consecrated such

a year, and, if not translated, were buried in their ca-

thedral church, either on the north or south side.

^^ hence 1 conclude, that a good bishop has nothing

more to do than to eat, drink, grow fat, rich, and die

;

which laudable example, I propose for the remainder

of my life to follow ; for, to tell you the truth, I have

for these four or live years past met with so much
treachery, baseness, and ingratitude, among man-
kind, that I can hardly think it incumbent upon

i
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any man to ciuleavoiir to do good to so perverse a

•generation.

1 am truly concerned at tliu account you give nic

of your health. Without doubt a southern ramble

will ])rove thi- best remedy you can take to recover

your tlesh ; and I do not know, except in one stage,

where you can choose a road so suited to ytnir cir-

cumstances, as from Dublin hither. You have to

Kilkenny a turnpike, and good inns at every ten or

twelve miles end. Froui Kilkenny hither is twenty

louix miles, bad road, and no inn at ail : but I have

an expedient for you. At the foot of a very high

liill, just midway, tiiere lives in a neat thatched cabin,

a parson, who is not ]ioor : his wife is allowed to be

the best little woman in the \vorld. Her eliiekens

are the fattest, and her ale the best in all the coun-

tr}\ Besides, the ])arson has a little cellar f)f his own,

of which he keeps the key, where he always has a

hogshead of the best wine that can be got, in b(^ttles

well corked, u])on their side ; and he cleans, and j)uils

out the cork better, I think, than liobin. Here 1 de-

sign to meet you with a coach: ifyou be tired, you shall

stay all night ; if not, after dinner, we will set out

about four, and be at Cashell bv nine ; and, bv ixoinjr

through fields and by-ways, which the parson will

shew us, we sliall escape all the rocky and stony roads

that lie between this place and that, which are cer-

tainly very bad. I ho])e vou will be so kind as to letmm 1 »

me know a ])ost or two before you set out, the very

day you will be at Kilkenny, that I may have all

things ])re])ared for you. It may be, if you ask hiui,

Cope will come: he will do nothing for me. There-

fore, depending upon your [)ositive promise, I shall
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mill no more ar«xuinents to porsiiado you. And am,

with the izivatcst truth, voiu* most taitliful and obe-

dicnt humbk* servant,

Tnr.o. Cashkli..

TO THK RP:V. MR .JOHN TOWKl^S,

PRKBKNDAUV OF ST FA THUK'S, AT rOWKKSCOUKT,

NKAll BUAY.

[Alx.ut 1735.]

Sir,

I CANNOT imagine wliat business it is that so en-

tirely em])loys you. 1 am sure it is not to gain mo-

ney, but to spend it ;
perhaps it is to new cast and

contriye your house and gardens at 400/. more ex-

pense. 1 am sorry it should cost you t\vopence to

have an account of my health, which is not worth a

penny ; yet I struggle, and ride, and walk, and am
temperate, and drink wine on ])urpose to delay, or

make abortive, those schemes proposed for a success-

or ; and if I were well, T would counterfeit myself

sick, as Toby Matthews, Archbishop of York, used

to do when all the bishops were gaj)ing to succeed

him. It is one good sign that giddiness is peculiar

to youth, and I find 1 grow giddier as I grow older,

and, therefore, consequently I grow younger. If

you will remove six miles nearer, I shall be content

to come and spungc upon you as poor as you are;

for I cannot venture to be half a day's journey from
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DiiMin, brcause there is no suflicicnt inediiun offlrsh

between my skin and my bones, j)articularly in the

parts that lie upon tlie saddle. Therefore, be pleased

to send me three do/en ounees of flesh before I at-

tem})t sueh an adventnre, or irct me a six mile inn

between this town and your iionse. The cathedral

origan and backside are painting and mending, by

ivhieh 1 have saved a sermon ; and as the rogues of

workmen jjo on, I mav save another.

How, a wonder, came young Acheson to be among
you? 1 believe neither his fither nor mother know
anvtiiinir of him ; his mother is at Ciran<re with Mrs

AeIieM)n, her motlier, and, I hear, is verv ill other

asthma and other disorders, got by cards, and lazi-

ness, and keeping ill hours. Ten thousand saekfuls

of sueh knights and sueh sons are, in my mind, nei-

ther wortii rearing nor ])reserving. I count upon it

that the boy is good lor notliing. I am, sir, with

great truth, your obedient, humble servant,

Jon. Swift.

ro LADV im:ttv (;kh>iai\.

June 8, 1735.

Madam,
I TiiouBLE you sooner than usual, in acknowledg-

ing your. letter of May 27th, because there are some

passages in it that seem to require a (piick answer.

If I tbrget the date of mine, you nmst impute it to

my ill head ; and if I live two years longer, I shall
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lirst forgot my own nainu, aiul last your ladyship's.

I gave my Lady Kerry an airoiint oi'wliat you said

in rt^lation to licr son, with whicli she is Tully satis-

fied. I detest the House of Lords, for their iudul-

geneetosueh a profhirate ])r()stituto villain as Curll ;*

but am at a loss how he could j)r()eure any letters

written to Mr Tope ; although, by the vanity or in-

discreticMi of eorrespondents, tlie rogue might have

pieked up some that went from him.f Those letters

have not vet been sent hither ; therefore I can ibrin

no judgment on them. When I was leaving Eng-
land upon tiie queen's death, I burnt all the letters I

eould find, that I had reeeived from ministers for se-

veral years before. I^ut, as to the letters I receive

from your ladyship, I neither ever did or ever will

bum any of them, take it as you ])lease ; for I never

burn a letter that is entertaining, and consequently

will give me new pleasure when it is forgotten. It

is true, I have kept some letters merely out of friend-

ship, although they sometimes wanted true sj)eirmf r

• Curll was summoned Iwfwrc the House of Lords for brcarli n(

privilrge, by publishing the letters of j)eers, in his pirated corre-

Ppondenrc. But he used to boast th.it he had more friends in the

House than Pope, or, as he has ele^nntlv expressed it in |M)etry,

llr undeceive*! the nobles all^

More rould he wish or hope ?

When J'ope had thus contrived his fall,

He triuuiph'd over Pope.

t The Dean apjwars not to have >u.>|>eeted what has Ix-en since

madf* tolerably plain, that P*»pe hiqist'lf had contrived to put a part

of his <'orre«jponden(^ into Curll's haads, in order that the surrepti-

tious edition, which he fore«iaw would be the consecpipnce of his do-

ing so, might make an accurate publication a matter of apparent ne-

cesdiy.
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and fTOod sense, and some others whose writers are

dead ; lor 1 live like a monk, and hate to fori^et my
departed friends. Vet 1 am sometimes too nice ; Ibr

I burnt all my Lord* * * *'s letters, upon reeeivin^

one wliere he had used these words tome, ".Ml I

pretend to is a j^reat deal of sincerity ;" which, in-

deed, was the ehiet* virtue he wanted.* Of those from

my Lord Halifax, 1 burnt all but one; which I keep

as a most admirable ori^^inal of court ])rouiises antl

professions. I confess also that 1 have read some
passages in many of your letters, to a friend, but

without naminii; you, oidy '* that the writer was a la-

dy," which had suc-h marks oi* <^ood sense that often

the hearers would not believe me. ^Vnd yet I never

had a letter of mine printed, nor of any others to me.
Your ladyship very nuich surprises me with one

passage in your letter, which, however, I do not in the

least understand ; ^\ here you say, you " have been

honoured in print by amorous, satirical, and f^allant

letters," where there was no word but your bare name
mentioneil. I can assure you, this is to me alto<»"e-

ther a riddle, and what I never heard the least sylla-

ble of; and wish you would explain it. No, madam,
I will never forgive your insolent niece, without a

most humble submission under her own hands ; whicli

if she will not comply with, 1 shall draw up letters

between us, and send them to Curll.

I will tell your ladyshi]) a cause I have of com-
plaint against the Duke of Dorset, I have written to

him about four times since he was lieutenant ; and

* This was probably Lord Souiers.
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three of my letters wore upcui subjects that eonecrn-

etl liim iiiueh more than it diil anv IriiMul ol' mine,

and not at all myself; hut he was never pleased to

return me an answer : whieh omission, (for I distlain

to call it C(^iUenij)t,) 1 can account for oidy by some

of the follow in«x reasons. He is cither extremely

busy in allairs of the hii^liest importance ; or he is a

duke with a garter ; or he is a lieutenant of Ireland ;

or he is of a very aneient noble extraction ; or so ob-

scure a man as I am, is not worth his remembrance
;

or, like the J)ukeof C'handos, he is an utter stranger

to me :* and it w<>ul(i grieve me to the soul to put

them together u])on any one article. The last letter I

writ to his grace was u])on an affair relating to one

of the favourite party, and yet a very honest gentle-

man ; which last circumstance, with submission to

your ladyship, is what I seldom grant ; and the mat-

ter desired was a tritlr. The letter belore that rela-

ted to a request made him by a senior fellow of this

imiversity, upon which I was earnestly pressed to

write bv some considerable members of the same bo-

dy, which it highly concerned, as well as his grace's

honour ; the demand being directly contrary to their

statutes, and of the most pernicious consequence, not

only to the imiversity, but the kingdom ; and for

that reason, it is thought, his grace lias chosen to let

it tall, I suppose by much better causes of conviction

• .S*€ thr epigram, bcgiouing,

Jamet Bridge* uuf the Dean had I' • u friends,

Jaxata is be-dukrd, and »o their fri> ,. ,, eiidk;

And •ore the Dean deserre«i a »h«rp rrbnke,

Frvm knowing James, to boast he linouk tiie duke, &c.

Vol. XIV. p. .'i7.'t
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than mine* 1 do assure y<ni, iiiatiain, tliat 1 have not

hvvu troiiblesoinc to niy lord duke in nnv particular;

since he has l)een governt)r, u\\ Utters liave been at

most but once a-year, and my personal rccjuests not

so many ; nor any ol' them lor llie least interest that

reirardcd mvsc^lf. And althontdi it l>e true that I do
not nuK'h approve the conduct ol' alTairs in either

kingdom, wherein 1 a^ne with v;ist mmdxTs of both

parties, yet 1 have utterly waived intermeddlin;^even

in this enslaved kin^^doni, where perhaps I mi^ht

have some inlluence to be troublesome ; vet 1 have

ion^; (putted ail .such tliou»;hts, out of* perfect despair ;

nlthoufi^h 1 Iiave sometimes wished, that the trucloval

W'hi^s here mi<rhtbe a little more considered in the

disj)osition of eUiployments, notwithstanilin;^ their

misfortune of bein^ born on this side the channel,

which would gain abundance of hearUs both to the

crown and his grace. My })aper is so full, that I have

not room to excuse its leni»th. I remain

Your ladyship's, ike.

Jon. Swift.

• See the Doan's letter of tlie 1 4th January, 1734-5, on the miI>-

ject of Or \Vhetfonil*o's ol)tainiii|^ a (lisjH'iis^ition to liohl his frUou'-

sliip in the iinivrrsity ah>n^ with a cluircli {jn-fernient bestowed on

him bv tlie Duke of Dorset,
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LKOM LORD OXl ORl).

Dover Street, June IJ), 1735.

(tO(Mi Mu Dkan,
1 COULD not suftcr Mr Jthi) to pass into Ireland

uilhout ijivintr vou tlic trouble of rcadinix a iVw lines

I'roni your Innnblc .servant, to inquire how you do,

and to return yon many thanks for your kind re-

membrances of me in your letters to my good friend

Mr l\ipe. I am much concerned for the account you

give in your late letter to him of the state of your

own health. I should think that the chanfje of air,

and seeing some of your remaining friends you have

left in this island, would be of service to you, at least

to entertain and amuse you ; as for any other jigree-

able view, I cannot pretend to flatter you so far as that

you must expect any ; that is over, as I believe you

know very well ; but as I know you to be a truly

good-natured man, I hope you will come over ; for

I assure vou it will be an infinite satisfaction and

pleasure to your friends to embrace you here. If this

motive will not do, I do not know what argument

to make use of.

I troubled you last year with an account of the

disposal of my daughter ; it has in every point an-

swered our cxpectatior)s and wishes. I was in hopes

I should have been able to have given you an ac-

count that my daughter was safely brought to bed
;

we expect it every day. My wife is pretty well

;

desires your acceptance of her humble service; she,

among others, would be very glad to see you here.
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Mv uncle, tlu' auditor, is in a vorv ill state of health ;

I am afraid lie cannot hist very long ; his son has,

this ^j)rin;^^ put to AVestminster school two sons ; he

has three more and a dau«;hter. Mr Thomas Harley

has had the gout ; but he is better, and is at his seat

in Herefordshire. The Duke of Leeds is returned

from his travels a fine gentleman, and has imported

none of the fo})peries and fooleries of the countries he

li;is j)assed througli. My nephew Uobert Hay tra-

velled with the duke, and he is come home untaint-

ed, but much improved ; he is returned to Oxford to

I'ollow his studies ; he designs for holy orders. My
two youngest nephews are still at Westminster

school. Lord Dupplin has not yet got an employ-

ment ; but lives upon hopes and j)r()mises. My sis-

ter lives in Yorkshire with her dauiihters, as well as

she can, considering the times, kc. &c. Now I ask

your pardon, dear sir, for saying so much of family

ali'airs : but as you are a good man, and have always

wished mv family well, I have ventured to be thus

impertinent to give you the state of it. Master I'ope

is pretty well ; he is under ])ersccution from Curl),

who has by some means, (wicked ones certainlv,) got

hold of some of l\)pe\ private letters, which he has

])rinted, and threatens more. We are in so free a state,

that there is no remedy against these evils.

It is now time to release you froui this dull paper;

but I nuist assure you, what I hope you know already,

that I am, with true respect and esteem, Sir, your

most obliged and most faithful humble servant,

OXIOUD.

Please to be so good as to make my compliments to

Lord Orrerv.
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TO DR SIIKHIDAX.

.Tuno 17.S5.

1 sUPPOSK you arc now angle ling with your tack

ling in a ]nirr ling stream, or pad ling and say ling

in a boat, or sad ling your stum ling horse with a sap

ling in vour hands, and snare ling at your groom, or

set ling your allairs, or tick ling your cat, or tat ling

with vour neighbour Price ; not always toy ling in

your school. This dries ling weather we in Dub ling

are glad of a dump ling, and bab ling is our dare ling.

Pray do not look as cow ling at me when I come,

but get a fat ling for my dinner, or go a fow ling for

fill lin^ mv belly. I hope none oi^ your townsfolks are

bub ling you : Have you a bow ling green at Ca-

van ? I have been ill of my old ay ling, and yet you

see I ain now as crib ling. Can you buy me an am
\\u<^ naiT ? I am bat linrj for hciilth, and just craw

ling out. My breakfast is cut lings and sugar to cure

the curd ling of my blood. My new summer coat is

cock ling already, and I am cal ling for my old one.

I am cob ling my riding shoes*" and cur ling my ri-

ding j)eriwig. My maid's hens keep such acack ling,

and chuck ling, that I scarce know wdiat I write.

Mv mare is just foe ling, for which my groom is

grum ling and grow ling, while the other servants

aregobling and gut ling, and the maids gig ling, and

• An Dr Swift was, on all rxxasionn, fond of walk in jj, when he rode

he wore strong jack npatterdashes, whirh he rould slip off as soon as

he alighted from hi* horne ; and U> match the»e spatU'rdaahes, he. haA

shoes strong in proportion, to Ijear the dirt and weather; hut he

never wore boots-—D. S.
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tliL' (K)^s lu)\v lin^. .My !)iin;xrnii; taylor was tip ling

from iiiornini^ to ni;4lit. Do you know drive ling

Dull with her drab iin^r tail, and dra«; ling petticoat,

and gog ling eyes ; always gag ling like a goose, and

hob ling to the ale house* hand ling a nuig, and (juar-

ry ling and s([uab ling \\ ith i)orters, or row ling in

the kennel ? 1 bought her a niuz/le ling pinner. Mr
AVall walks the streets with his strip ling boy, in his

sham lin«r irait, as eufV lin<^ Ibr the wall, and just lin<r

all he meets. I saw his wile with her j)o[) ling gown,

pill ling oranges, and pick ling eueunibers. Her eyes

are no longer spark ling, you may find her twat ling

with the neighbours, her nose trick ling, and spaw

ling the Hoor, and then smug ling her husband.

A lady whose unilerstanding was sing ling me out

as a wit ling or rather a suck ling, as if she were tick

ling my fancy, tang ling me with (questions, tell ling

me many stories, her tongue toe ling like a claj)per;

says she, an old man's dar ling is better than a young
man's war ling. I liked her dad ling and plain deal

ling ; she was as wise as a goes ling or a duck ling,

yet she eoinited upon gull ling and grave ling me.

Her maid was hack lin<' Hax and hum lin<^ her mis-

tress, and how lint; in the Irish manner : I was fool

ling and litidle ling and fade ling an hour with them.

We hear Tisdall is puss ling the curates, or mud ling

in an alehouse, or niulF ling his chops, or rum[) ling

his band, or mum lin<; sonars, thou^^h he be but a mid
ling versifier at best, while his wife, in her mac ling

lace, is midl ling claret, to make her husljand maud
ling, or mill ling chocolate for her breakfast, or rust

ling in her silks, or net ling her spouse, or nurse ling

and swill ling her grand-children and a year ling calf.
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or oil linix her piinplo liiii; lace, or set lin<; her head

ilress, or stif lin«x 'i *— to a fizz Tm^, or hoy hn«^ sow-

ins Ibr supper, or ])e\v hng for tlie death ol her kit

linjx, or over rue linj^ tlie poor doctor. As to luadame

votre feninie, T fiiul she has been eou]) lini; ht^r

dau'diters ; I wish slie were to live ui)()n a cod Hnjx

or a chit or hn;^. She has as mile linp^ countenance,

which is vet better than as well linij^ belly ; I wish

she were to go a bull lin«x and be<xin with a ])ill lin<^,

and then tro to hiek linir. She liath been loiif^ as cram

ling for power, and would fain be a fond ling, and de-

lights in a fop ling, when she should be fur ling her

sails, and fill ling her belly, or game ling about Ca«

van, or gall ling her company. Why do not you set

her a truck ling, with a vengeance, and use her like

an under ling, and stop her ray ling, rat ling, rang

liuf^ behavi(Hir ? I would cure her ram linir and rum
ling ; but, you are spy ling all, by rig ling into her

favour, and are afraid of rull' ling her. I hear you

are fell ling your timber at Quilca
;
you love to liavc

a fee ling of money, which is a grove ling tem])er in

vou, and you are for shove ling it up like a lord ling,

or rather like a star ling. I suppose now you are

vail ling your bonnet to every squire. I wish you

would grow a world ling, and not be strow ling

abroad, nor always shake ling yourself at home. Can

I have stalx,' ling with you for my horse ? Pray keep

plain wholesome table lingfor your boys, and cm])l(>y

your maids in teaz ling cloth and reel ling yarn, and

unravel ling thread without stay ling it. Set the boys

a race ling for diversion ; set the scullion a rid ling

the cinders without rife ling them. Ciet some scrub

to teach the young boy^ their spell ling, and the cow-
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l)ov to draw small l>ocr without spill Tmir or pall lin^

it ; have no more pis to liiii^ lads : Kin|)loy vourself

in nay ling your broken stools. \\ hij) all tlie lihel

ling rogues who are loll ling out their tongues, ami

kind ling quarrels, and rave eye ling their sebool-fel-

lows, and stiek ling ^vith their seniors, and snufVling

in a jeer, and seraw ling on the sehool walls, and sent

ling to the pie-house, and yawl ling and yell ling to

frighten little ehildren, and fowl ling the ho\ise for

mischief sake, and grape ling with the girls. Pray

take care of spy ling your younger daughters, or sty

ling them pets.*

Jon. Swift.

rUO.M 1311 SllKUlDAX.

Ah Miss cell a nee.

Cavan, June 23, 1735.

Dear Sir,

I KECEIVEI) yom* letter with the formidable ac-

counts of your lings, no less than KiO in ash hole,

enough to bear down Jiwe hale. What a changeling

was 1 to prove oak yew by grove ling in the dark as

I did ? I should rather have minded the copling of

timber for an old house, which I am two reap air. 1

am now dale ling with a march aunt for boards, a

droll linir loirir or he add. His nav miss *i^c ter, It

hink. Buv these aim to ken his toll a fat ling lamb

* The term />r/, wliirh is a contrat'tion of the Froncli petite, sijjni-

fies a favoiiritt'. It is hen* niarketl with a note of reprobntioii.—H.
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* from our butt cli;iir. This sent hence I foris ad I fi

culti an dinno \nv (juit o ut buy awl it ell stiulji.

Now tora new e si style. *Ej « "irw ivf> fit^un ac to

stand

Dye a bless Inn Fern ale, bee cause Freneli.

eye

A very gCKnl name for sue eliaw hcl|) meet.

Mice cool encrcases and wood faster, butt that eye

will not abait of my rates. Eye heave Ralj)h used a

hove as core all ray dye. I do not yet hear of Mas-

ter Luais, from Castle-Shane, for whom I have agreed,

and have kept a room. If you see Dr Coghjll, perhaps

he may resolve you what I have to depend upon,

that I may not refuse another in his place. I wish

with all my soul you were here before my chickens

and ducks outgrow the proper season : as for the

geese, they have ceased to be green, and are now old

enough to see the world, which they do as far as our

river will let them sail connnodiously.

Our mutton is the best I ever tasted, so is our beef,

our trouts, our ])heasants, ])articularly the eels. Dear

sir. I am almost persuaded that the journey hither

will not only remove your disorder, but the good air

will also get you a stomach, and of consequence new
flesh, and good health. Your little starts to the coun-

try from Dublin, only make your lungs play quick-

er, to draw in more of your city poison ; whereas

being here with me in the midst of Arabia Felix, you
draw in nothing but balsamic aromatic air, the mean-
est odour of which is that of our bean blossom and

lily of the valley. Every one swears who looks on
my face, that I am grown already ten years younger,

and this I am almost persuaded to believe, because I

15
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labour mi)re than ever, drink less, sec fewer company,

and have abundantly more sj)irit<;.

I have almost finished a walk of half a mile for you,

antl now it is ready for a coat of coarse gravel ; for I

cannot alford a rollin<^-stone; so that my garden walks

will require a strong pair of Cierman shoes. To my
great grief I hear that my Lord ( )rrery is landed, and

I fear will not be in Dublin at my August vacation.

You are too happy while he is in Dublin Ibr me to

inveigle you from thence with all the charms of our

Klysium. ^^'hat would I give that some necroman-

cer would set you both down at Cavan upon an easy

cloud, while my good wine lasts ? Ifyou would think

it proper to let five dozen of my Mullan's wine come
down for yourself, I do not think it W(Mdd bi' amiss;

for I have a good cool cellar for it. I beseech you to

let me know the day you intend to set out, that T

may meet you in ^^irginia ; and be pleased to be

there on a Saturday.

You give me a great deal of good advice in your
letter, for which I return you my hearty thanks, and
1 wish with all my soul I could Uike it as easily as

you give it ; but, alas ! I must say as Tasso did in a

letter to his friend Antonio Coiistantini, // coyisigUo

di V. S. c ottimo ; ma io conosco ^randisshiui (hfjicolta

ncJV cscguire lo.

It is the fashion here, among all maimer of parties,

to drink the Urapier's health. The reason I give you
this caw shun is, that you may not ralph use it, when
you come amon^x us.

Ibis see itch yew tom eak my come pleament* to

I. e. " I l)«>rprh you to make mv rt>nipHmPTiL"

yoL. xyiii. Y
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aMis \\'hitc\vav, and tell licr no one in Ireland shall

be move welcome to my house : do not fail to liaul

her tlown will) vou. T can billet her at a relation's

liouse; and she can live and joki' with us the best of

the day. IVay let me know her resolution, that I

may settle my mind accord ini^^ly.

My next to you shall be in verse, and what you

little think of; nor is it to be wondered, because 1

declare solemnly, I am an utter stran^jjer to what 1

intend, either as to measure, rhyme, diction, or

thought. May all happiness attend you. I am, dear

Sir, with all respect,

Your most obedient and very humble servant,

Thomas Sheridan.

FROM DR SHKRIDAN.

July .1, 1735.

Dear Sir,

I RECEIVED your two receipts, /. e. race eats, or

ray seats, and as soon as I can hear of Higirrbothom,

he shall get you the money. The Bishop of Kill-

more has ordered him to get up all ho can for him
in the fu*.st place ; for you must know that the bishop

has my bond for the rent due to him, together with

the fine, when I renewed with him the last February.

This made me two hundred and eighty pounds in

his debt.—Tlie moment I can raise the devil among
the tenants, I will secure your poor money. At pre-

sent I have not a sous but a guinea and a half, till

f
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sonic bird o{ ptissagc brint^s nic soinr. ^'ou must
know that 1 liavc lately been bc-Sheridan'd. A
damnable rogue, one William Sheridan, cousin to

Counsellor Siu ridan, has run away three score and
six j)ounds in my debt. He was tenant to Drumcor
and Blcnycup, part of the lands which I sold you. T

writ to Counsellor Callaghan about him, and he tells

me that 1 nuist eject him IcLrallv before I can set to

another, although I have no distress on the land, but

two acres of growing wheat. The villain keeps with-

in six miles of this place, and will not give up his ar-

ticles. One Smyth, a rich grazier, would pay most
of his arrear to gel into the lands now. I sent to Mr
Hale for an ejectment and a writ, but hear notliing

of it. I beseech vou to let him have Sheridan's ar-

tides and Carter's bond, which vou have amontr the

papers I gave you, that he may shew them to Coun-
sellor Robert Callaghan ; for it was to him I writ. He
pleased to send me a letter of attorney to receive

your rents of Marahills, Drumcor, and Blcnycup ;

and to set the two latter at forty-two jiounds a-year,

which was the rent payable by that run-away vil-

lain. You cannot lose, but I must be content to lose

forty-six pounds. Now a pox of all losses. To bu-

siness more material.

Eye rage hoise X C Dingley tufT' Hind mile Or-

der or I'yes top Ass awe interr in J)ubl) Line ann
damn well play said two fine dinm inn ass teat off

Mare he meant : All ass Ice he knot ass mile inn

knack wart her. These Quires he rare sow stow eye
call, Aim they par Suns sow dam nab lye in sup

.port able Eye cann knot bay rum. O'er ay Rum
(Sea dye two wan) ay rue awe vye car, O raw pray
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bciul Ilarrv, C) rack Vcw rat '^ Know sra scc\ butt,
*

ndc^c, nse*t is Siick woe rum. I lo ! JUun ! Hah ! Hum

:

Ho ! Hum ! say dye*

1 have no news iroin our ])arts, but that my man

Pat (upon ilcsirinii; him to sihMicc our (lo^r) said, 15y

my soul, sir, he woidd bark if his head were cut off.

He presents his humhU^ service to your Jo. For

God's Siike come as soon as you can possil)ly, while

our weather and everything is good. I am, dear

Sir,

Vour most obedient lunnble servant,

Thomas Shkuidan.

TO SIR CHARLES WOGAN,t

IN SPAIN.

1735.

TIoNOUKED Sir,

I THINK you are the only person alive who can

justly eliarge me with ingratitude ; because, altliougli

I w<as utterly unknown to you, and become an ob-

• " I rejoice exccc<HngIy to find my Lord Orrery stops .i winter

in Dublin, and am \rrll j»leai**'<l to find liim in a state of merriment.

Alas ! I ftcc not a tmilc in a cjuarter. I'lie s<{uire8 here are ho nVn-

csd, and the panons fift damnahly insupp<»rtahle, I cannot l>ear 'cm.

* O rare Hum/ said I to one, ' are you a vicar, or a prelx^ndary, or a

curate f' ' No,' says he, ' but a justice o' quorum.' ' Ifo-Itum, Ila-

Htim, Hf^-Rum,' said I."

f- Sec former lettem between this chivalrous and eccentric charao

ter and our author.



F.riSTOLARV ( OllKKSIMJNDr.Nci:. JU

scurc exile in a most obscure and enslaved country,

V(Mi were at tlic pains to find mo out, and send mc
vcnir verv a^recahk' writini^s, with which I have of-

ten cntcTtaincd some very ingenious I'ricnds, as ucH
as myself: 1 mean not only your poetry, in J.atin

and Knt^lish, huti your j)oetical history in ])r()se ol'

your own lite and actions, inscribed to me ; which I

often wished it were safe to print here, or in Kng-
land, under the madness ofuniversal party now reii^n-

iuLX : I mean particularly in this kingdom, to which

I would |)refer living among the Hottentots, if it

were in my power.

I have been often told, that vou have a brother,

and some near relations in this countrv : and have

oftener employed my Iriends in vain to learn when
any of them came to this town. Jkit, 1 suppose on

account o{ their religion, they are so prudent as to

live in privacv ; althoui-h the court has thought it

better in point of politics, (and, to keep the good will

of Cardinal Fleury, has thought it proper,) to make
the Catholics here much more easy than their ill-

Avillers, of no religion, a])prove of in their hearts.

And I can assure you, that those wretches here, who
call themselves a parliament, abhor the clergy of our

church, more than those of yours, and have made a

universal association to defraud us of our undoubted

dues.

I have farther thanks to give you for your generous

present of excellent Spanish wine, whereof I have

been so choice, that my butler tells me there are still

some bottles left. I did very often ask some mer-

chants here, who trade with Spain, whether this coun-

try could not afford something that might be accept-
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able in Sj)ain ; but coulil not get any satisfaction.

The price, 1 am sure, would be but a trifle. And I

am told bv one oftbeui, that he heard you were in-

formed o( my desire ; to wjjieh you answered in a dis-

interested manner, " Tliat you only desired my
works." It is true, indeed, that a ])rinter here, about

a year ago, did collect all that was printed in liondon

Avhich passed for mine, as well as several single pa-

pers in verse and prose, that he could get from my
friends ; and desired my leave to publish them in

four volumes. lie reasoned, " That printers here had

no property in their copies ; that mine would fall in-

to worse hands ; that he would submit to me and my
friends what to ])ublisli or omit." On the whole, I

would not concern myself; and so they have appeared

abroad, as you will see them in those I make bold

to send vou. I must now return to mention wine.

The last season for it was very bad in France. Upon
which our merchants have raised the price twenty

per cent, already, and the present weather is not like-

ly to mend it. Upon this, I have told some mer-

chants my o])inion, or perha])s my fancy ; that when

the warmth of summer happens to fail in the several

wine countries, Spain and Portugal wines, and those

of the south of Italy, will be at least as ripe as those

of France in a good year. If there be any truth in

this conceit, I would desire our merchants to deal this

year in those warmer climates ; because I hear that

in Spain French vines are often ])lanted, and the wine

is more mellow ; although, perhaps, the natural Spa-

nish grape may fail, for want of its usual share of sun.

In this point, I would have your opinion ; wherein

if you agree, I will direct Mr Hall, an honest Catho-
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lie mcrc'liant here, wlio deals in Spunisli wine, to

brin^ ine over as large a cargo as I ean alTonl, oi'

wines as like Freneh elaret as he can get ; tor njy dis-

orders, witli the helj) of years, make wine ahsDhitilv

necessary to su])j)ort nie. And ityou were not a per-

son of too considerable a rank, (and now become lialt*

aS!)aniard,) I would trv to make yon condescend so

low as to order some merchants there to consitrn to

some of ours, directed to me, some gootl (quantity of

wine that you a])prove of; such as our claret drink-

ers here will be content with ; for when I trive tluni

a j)ale wine, (called by Mr Hall cassalia,) thev sav it

will do ior one glass, and then (to s])eak in their

lanf^uafre) call for honest claret.

Jon. Swift.

FIlOiM I.OUl) IIOWTII.

Kilfane, July 6, 1735.

I A:\f very much obliged to my good Dean of St

Patrick's, for the honour he did me in sittin^r for his

picture; and have wrote to l)r (irattan to (rive Mr
Ehidon strict charge in the linishing of it : and when
that is done, to bring it to his house, for fear I should

get a copy instead of the original. I am very much
concerned at the account you give me of your health,

but do not in tlie least doubt but the change of air

would be of service to you, and a most heartv wel-
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come you may be sure of. The Archbishop of Ca-

shell told me he would wait on you the day after he

went to Dublin ; and does mightily admire he has

not seen you oftener. 1 liave taken your advice, and

kept very good hours since I came last here. Kvery

second day I am out six or seven hours an otter-

hunting. As to reading and working, my wife ob-

serves your directions : and could wish she would do

the same as to exercise. She desires me to tell you

that the liking she has to the baboon,* is out of the

true regard she has for you, he being one of your

greatest favourites. Your giantf will use her endea-

vours to make Lord 15acon a liar, and instead of add-

ing two inches to her height, would be very well sa-

tisfied to part with four. I am very sorry JNIrs Ache-

son is so much out of order ; she is one I have a great

regard for ; and shall desire the favour of you to give

my wife's service and mine to her, and Lady Ache-

son, when you see them. I thank God my family

and I are very well. Some time this summer I de-

sign drinking Ballispellin waters for a month. As '

for news we have no such thing here : only the ba-

boon has done his visitation ; that is, he goes into

the churches, and looks about, then asks the tumbler

Sykes how long they have been coming ? So long,

says Sykes. Ay, replies the baboon, and we shall

* The Bibhfjp <ff Ossor\' so called :

—

Could you tec his grim grace, for a pound to a penny.

You'd imezT it must be the baboon of Kilkenny.

See Swift's Poem on the Bishops.—H.

f Mivs kifc, aD exceeding' tall young lady, and niece to my Lord

Howth.—D. S.
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be as lon«; g<^in^ back : so mounts his horse and

away. \Mio durst say the church is in chuif^(T, when
we have so <;ood bishops ? My wife and all here join

in their kind service to the Drapier. I am, good Mr
Dean, your most assured and aflectionatc hundjle

servant,

IIoWTII.

TO MU ALl)Kl{>rA\ ILVKHKH.

Dublin, July 12, 1735.

Dear Mr Alderman,
I WRITE to you at the command of a gentleman,

for whom I have a perfect friendship and esteem, and

the re([uest he desires me to make, appears to me al-

together reasonable. The gentleman I mean is Doc-
tor Helsham, the most eminent ]:)hysician of this city

and kingdom. There is a person of (juality, an inti-

mate friend of the doctor's, my Lord Tyrone, ibrmer-

ly Sir Tristram IJeresford, who is a tenant to the

I^ondonderry Society. His lordshi]) is going to build

two houses upon their estate ; and, to assist liim in

so good a work, I desire that when the particulars of

the request shall be laid before the society, you, who
are the governor, will ])lease, if you find them just

and reasonable, to forward them as far as lies in your

power ; by which you will much oblige me, and se-

veral worthy persons, particularly my friend. Doctor

Helsham.
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Do you sometimes honour poor Mrs Barber with

a visit ? W c arr nlraid lu rt% that tho gout has got

too strong a ])i)sscssion of her, and ])ray let me have

some aeeount of your own healtli : 1 wisli we three

valetudinarians were together, we should make ex-

cellent e(Mnj)any ; but 1 ean drink my ])int of wine

twice a-day. which 1 dou])t both of you could not do

in a week. I long excessively to be in iMigland, but

am afraid of being surprised by my old disorder m
my licad, far from help, or at least from conveniency ;

and I dare not so nuich as travel here without being

near enough to come back in the evening to lie in

my own bed. These are the effects of living too

long : and the })ublic miseries of this kingdom add

to my disease. I am,

Dear Sir,

With true esteem and friendship,

Your most obedient humble servant,

J. Swift.

FROM \.A1)Y BKTTY GERMAIN.

London, July 12, 1735.

1 JiAVE not answered yours of the 15th of June
so soon as I siiould ; but the Duke of JJorset had
answered all yours ere your letter came to my hands.*

Sec the Dean's JetU-r, in which he coniplaini of the Duke's ne-

glect.
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So I hope nil causes of complaint are at an end, and

that he lias shewed liiniself as he is, much your friend

and humble servant, though he wears a garter, and

had his original IVoui Xorniandy, it* heralds do not

lie, or his i^rannams did not ])lay false ; and while he

is lord-lieutenant, (whieh I heartily wish may not be

niueh longer,) I dare say will be very glad of anv op-

|>ortunity to do what you recommend to him. Thus
fir T will answer for his jjrace, thouixh he is now in

the country, and cannot subscribe to it himself.

Now to quite another alfair. The Countess of

Sull'olk (whom you know I have long had a great

esteem and value for) has been so good and gracious

as to take mv brother (ieortre Ik-rkelev* for better,

for worse ; though 1 hope in Ciod the last will not

ha})pen, because I think he is an honest good-natured

man. The town is surprised ; and the town talks,

as the town loves to do, upon these ordinary extra-

ordinary occasions. She is indeed four or five years

older than he, and no more ; but for all that, he has

appeared to all the world, as well as to me, to have

long hail (that is, ever since she has been a widow, so

pray do not mistake me) a most violent passion for her,

as well as esteem and value for her numberless good

(pialities. These things well considered, I do not

think thev have above ten to one arrainst their being

very happy : and if they should not be so, I shall

heartilv wish him handed, because I am sure it will

• Fourth and youngest son of Charle:*, Earl of Ik-rkth y. I Ir vras

many years representative for Dover, and master of the hospital of

St Catherine's, near the Tower.
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be wholly his fault. As to her Ibrtune, though she

has been twenty years a eourt-favourite, yet 1 doubt

she has been too disinterested to enlar<;e it, as others

would have done. And Sir Robert,* her greatest

enemv, does not tax her witli getting quite forty thou-

sand ])ounds. I wish—but lear it is not near tliat

suni.| l^ut what she has, she never told ine, nor have

I ever asked ; but whatever it is, they nuist live ac-

cordingly ; and he had of liis own wherewithal to live

by himself easily and genteelly.

In this hurry of matrimony, I had like to forget

to answer that part of your letter, where you say,

you never heard of our being in print together. I

believe it was about twenty years ago, Mr Curll set

forth *' I^ctters Amorous, Satirical, and Ciallant, be-

tween Dr Swift, Lady Mary Chambre, Lady Iktty

Germain, and Mrs Anne Long, and several other

Persons." I am afraid some of my ])coplc used them

according to their desert ; for they have not appear-

ed above ground this great while. And now to the

addition of writing the brave large hand you make

me do for you, I have bruised my fingers prodigious-

ly, and can say no more but adieu.

• Walpolcf aftf-rwards Karl of Orford.

—

II.

t At hrr death, as apju-ars from Horace Walpole's Uominisccnccs,

Lady Suffolk was far from l>cing in easy circumstances.
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FKOM 1)1? SllKlUDAN.

July k;, 1735.

Dkau Sih,

T iiKcr.ivKi) your twenty pounds from Lord Thanes-

borough's agent yesterday, and it travels to you Ironi

this on Saturday next, by one John Donaldson, one

of our nobility. You will get it, 1 believe, on Mon-
day. I have nothint^ to say to the 2S0/. you men-
tion. That is, as I told you, the line and rent of

Drumlane, whieh 1 owe the bishop, and which will

be paid him August 2Gth. T eleared of J* the rent

whieh 1 owed him for your purehase, the otlier day,

or I should have sent your })oor money, j)oor as 1 am,

before this. Now^ are you siitisfied that I am not ne-

gligent or giddy ? 15ut what, in the name of God, is

tlie matter with you to delay so long? Can I over-

see my workmen, ami a school too ? If you will

not come and take your charge in hand, T must em-
i)lov somebodv else. There is a Ion*; walk bctrun :

stones a-drawing home lor an addition to my house:

the school-house repaired at the charge of the coun-

ty : a gravel-walk from the market-cross to my house,

at the town's expense ; item, a gravel walk bv the

river, which will all recpiire your attendance. As you
were a good and faithful overseer of my improve-

ments at Quilca, I am willing to employ you rather

than another : therefore I expect your answer imme-
diately, for the sunnner is Hying off a})ace. My J^ord

Orrery writ to me, that he would come from Munstcr
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to sec nie soon ; if voii ^vill but Iiavo the ])rii(lcnco

to be here, you may have a fair o|)])ort unity of re-

connmeiulinix ycnnself to him : and I shall, perhaps,

<r\\c vou the c'haraeter of a vigilant overseer, if I

liiul vou be not altered since you were last in my
service.

Now to be serious. I shall semi you some venison

soon. You shall know next Monday when it sets

out ; and vou are to dis[)ose of it thus :

—

To l)r llelsham, four cuts.

Dr Delany, four.

Mrs Helsham, one and a-half

Mrs A^'hitcway, ditto.

Lady Acheson, because of her good stomacli, three

scruples.

Mr Worrall, a pound and a (juarter.

Pray let them be all wrapped up in clean paper, and

sent to the several above-mentioned persons. Dine

upon the rest with your own company.

I have got you a mare, a very easy trotter ; she

shall go up with the venison. AVhethcr she will be

shy at your city objects, I know not ; here she is not

in the least. Your best way will be to let your ser-

vant ride her. She is one of my own rearing, sprung

of a good-natured family. If you like, she costs you

nothing but a low bow when you come to Cavan. I

have a chaise just finished to the lining, in Dublin,

made by a man so much in my debt : it will be your

best way to come down in it. I tell you a project I

have, which I believe will do : my scholars arc to

club and build me a little library in my garden. The
lime and stones (freestone) arc in my own fields, and

building is dog-cheap here.
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I luvsecch you let inc know llo^^ n you will ho

Iktc, tluit all things may be to your hearts dtsirc :

such yenison ! such uuitttm I such sniall beer! such

chickens ! such butter ! sucii t routs ! such pouts ! such

(hicks ! such beef! such iish I such eels ! sucii turkeys !

such fields I such ^royes ! such lakes! such ladies!

such fruit ! such potatoes ! such raspberries ! sucii bil-

berries ^ and such a i)oat as Mr Hamilton's, were ne-

yer yet seen in any one county yet!

(iod Alinii;lity bless you, and send you safe to our

Elysium. My service to Mrs \\ hiteway, and to

everybody in Dublin, man, woman, and diild. I am,

with all respect,

Your most obedient anil

very humble servant,

Thomas Sheridan.

FROM IHE EAJ(L OF Ol^RKRY.*

Limerick, .luly 18, 173.5.

Off break to forced and interrupted I Alas! alas!

Bays quoth, 'faith simile good a. l*aris at X'ictoire de

Place the round driving Berlin a of noise the like,

brains my round roll that head my in words of

jumble of kind a have I so and : sex or j)erson of

distinction either without, about promiscuously ears

This letter is to be read Iwckwanl.
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his lent nineteenth the but, noisy very were ^vhieh

of eighteen, table at day to people nineteen were

we.

Stronii LTc t eannot T when beersniall with myself

contentinix ever, moon the with satisfied be to learn

will I but : aixain sun the see never shall we believe

1 : sunnner than winter like more much and, indeed

weather terrible is this, O. Physieian a other the,

divine a one, doctors two the to fashion and inven-

tion own my communicate will you hope and, Kng-

lish writing of sample new a you offer here I, I^atin

writinix of method new a me teach to kind so been

have vou as but. Honour and achievements of search

in far thus come am and, Mancha I.a from out set am
I that know you let to is this. You to inconvenient

be may writing that imagine I when it curb always

will I, Dean ^Ir Good,

great so ever be

you from hear to desire

' My Let.

FROM MR MOTTE.

London, July .31, 17.'3.0.

HoNouKED Sir,

I HAVE not had an opportunity of writing to you
otherwise than by the post for above a twelvemonth

;

and though in that time I did trouble you with a
J7
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letter or two rc'latiiiLC to Mr I .ancclot'.s hiisiiu'ss, yet

i thou^^lit proper to mention only wliat related totliat

particular, considering 1 was then under the liands of

the law, whence T was not discharf^ed till the last day

of the last term. 1 do not donht hut you have heard

helore now, that .Mr> Harher was discharged at the

same time.

I desired, therelore, Mrs Hyde* to deliver this to

vour own hanil, and make hold to trouhle vou w ith

an account of some transactions which have happen-

ed within these two years, which I have long wished

lor the |)leasure ofdoing by word of mouth, in lioj)es

my behaviour wouhl be excused at least (if not ap-

proved) by you, the assurance whereof I should re-

ceive with the utmost satisfaction.

Soon after Mr Piikington had received the twenty

guineas you ordered me to j)ay him, the I/ife and

Character was ollered me, though not by liis own
hands, yet by his means, as I was afterward convin-

ced by many circumstances : one was, that he cor-

rected the j)roof sheets with his own hand ; and iis he

said he had seen the original of that piece, 1 could

not imagine he would have sufTered your name to

l)e ])ut to it, if it had not been genuine. When I

found, by your advertisement, and the letter you

were j)lcased to write to me, tliat 1 had been deceived

by him, I acted afterward with more reserve, and re-

fused a pam])hlet about Norton's will, which he j)re-

Unded came I'rom an eminent hand. It was bought

* Widow to Mr Hyde, bookseller in Dublin.—F.

VOL. XVIII. Z
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afterward h\ another bookseller, who printed it, and

lost money by it.

He could not forbear observin«^ my coldness, and

applitxl to Mr (iilliviM' abcnit the coj)y of verses* ibr

whieh wc were all brought into trouble: and, by the

wa\ , wiicn once an alVair was connnunicatcd to two

persons, it was not in the power of any one, how^ just

and faithful soever, to answer for its beinu; kept a se-

cret. It was ])ublished three months before it was

taken notice of: and wiien the printer was taken up,

and had named Gillivcr as the bookseller, and it was

reported a warrant was out against (r., and he was

likely to be a})prehended next mornini^, we two had

a meeting over night, and 1 promised to take the ad-

vice of a gentleman of sense and honour, whose Tiame

1 did not mention to him, and to meet (i. early the

next mornin«x ^t a certain tavern to consult farther.

Accordingly 1 went to a gentleman in Cork-street,

and from thence to the tavern we had appointed to

meet at, where, after I had waited above an liour, a

message was sent me that I need stay no longer, for

Mr G. was gone to AVestminster, and would not

come. T went to see him in the messenger's hands ;

but he was so closely watched by a couple of sharp

* Sec SwiftV " Poem to a Lady, whf> dcKired tlic author to write

•omerenes upon her in the heroic style," Vol. XIV. p. ^JffO- It is not

euy to My what could hare induce<l \Val|>ole, who \fa« sufficiently

indifTerent to gurh attacks in general, to feel partiailarly sore in this

instance. But that he did so is evi<leiit Ixith from the pnK;ecding8

a^nst the printers, and a^nitt Mrs Barl>er, all of \vhr»ni were, ex-

aminrd li^fnre the privv rrjunril.
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sluts, tlu' messenger's daut^hters, that I could say no-

thin^ to liiu), but about indillLivnt matters. The
et)nscqiicnce was, he was examined, and made a con-

t'ession, like poor I)r ^'alden's, ot* all that he knew,

and more too: namiuLC Mr rilkinj^ton Hrst, and tlun

uiyseil ; which last, a.s many people liave told me,
was unnecessary ; oidy, as he before said, he was re-

solved, it' he eame into trouble, I should have a share

of it, though I ollered, in case he would not name
lue, that 1 would bear one half of his expenses. This

confession of his, tocrethcr with his hcarintr the cha-

ractcr of a wealthy man, exposed him to an informa-

tion : but as it was not my business to be industri-

ous in recollcctini^ what piissed three montiis before,

I could not rcmend)er anything that could affect me
or anybody else.

1 am sorry for the trouble this has caused to poor

Mrs liarber. I saw her the other day : she was con-

fined to her bed with the gout. She desired, when
I wrote, that I would [)rcscnt her humble service to

you.

T would be glad to receive your directions what

I nuist do with the two notes I have under Mr Pil-

kington's hands, of ten guineas eaeii. They were

allowed by you in the last account we settled ; but

whether you would please they should l)e destroyed,

or sent over to you, I am not certain. As for the

state of the account, as I have heard no exceptions to

it, I llatter myself you find it all right.

Mr Faulkner's impression of four volumes has had

its run. I was advised tliat it was in my power to

have given him and his agents suflicicnt vexation, by



apjilvinjx to the law ; but that I could not sue him

without hrincrinc: your name into a court of justice,

which absolutely ilcterniincil mc to be passive. I

am toUl he is about ])rintiun them in an edition in

twelves; in which ease I humbly hope you will

please to Inv your commands upon him, (which, if

he has any sense of gratitude, nuist iiave tiie same

power as an injunction in chancery,) to forbear send-

ing them over here. If you think this request to be

reasonable, I know you will comply with it : if not,

I submit.

As we once had a meeting upon this affair, and he

may jx)ssibly liave misrepresented the offers he then

made me ; T beg leave to assure you that his propo-

sal was, that I should have ])aid him a larger price

for the book than I could have had it printed for here

in England ; and surely 1 had the same right of

printing them here, as he had in Ireland, especially

having bought and paid for them. If he made any

other offer, I declare 1 misunderstood him ; and I

am sure, if I had complied with those terms, 1 should

have been a laufjhini;- stock to the whole trade.

Mr IMpc has published a second volume of his

poetical works, of which, I su])pose, he has made you
a present. I am surprised to see he owns so little in

the four volumes : and speaks of these few things as

inconsiderable. I am a stranger to what part of the

copy money he received :* but you w ho know^ bet-

• Mr Pope v>ld thp Misrpllanips ^(\t a ronsidrrahlc sum ; and of-

fered part fif Tt to Dr Swift, which he refund H.

f
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ter, are a competent judge whether he lieserved it.

" I always thought the Art ofSinking was his, though

he there disowns it."*

CurlTs edition of Letters to and from 31r Pope, I

suppose you have seen. They were taken notice of

in the House of Lords ; and C'urll was ruffled for

them in a maimer as, to a man of less impudence

than his own, w'(Mdd have been very uneasy. It lias

provoked Mr Pope to promise the world a genuine

e<lition, with many additions. It is plain the rascal

has no knowkxlge of those letters of yours that Ewin
of Cambridge has. Few as they are, he would tack

some trash to them, and make a five or six shilling

book of them.

The IVrsian Letters have been well received, so I

chose to send them ; beside that they make a con-

venient cover for this letter.

Mr Tooke, who desires me to present his most

humble service to you, accpiainted me some time ago

of your intention to erect an hospital for lunatics and

idiots. T am glad to find by the newspapers, that so

noble a design proceeds ; tor beside the general bene-

fit to mankind lliat is obvious to everybody, I am
persuaded there will be a particular one arise by your

example : namely, that you will lay down a scheme,

which will be a pattern for future founders of ])ublic

hospitals, to prevent many of the vile abuses which,

in process of time, do creep into those foundations,

by the indolence, ignorance, or knavery of the trus-

tees. 1 have seen so many scandalous instances of

* The Art of Sinking wa-s written by Mr Pope.—H-
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misapplications ol' that kind, as have raised my iiulin-.

nation so, that 1 can hardly think ui)on it with tcm-

l^cr : and I heartily congratulate you that a heart to

bestow is joined in you with a liead to contrive : and

thereibre, without any mercenary views, (at the same

time not declining any instance of your tavour,) I

would beg leave to say, that as, while your thoughts

are employed in this generous undertaking, you must

necessarilv consider it in the light I have placed it

in ; so, if you would please to communicate these

thoughts to the public, you might possibly give use-

ful hints to persons of fortune and beneficent inten-

tions, though of inferior abilities. I heartily wish you

success in this and all other your undertakings ; be-

ing, with grateful respect. Sir, your obliged and obe-

dient humble servant,

B. MOTTE.

Upon second thoughts I have enclosed Mr Pilking

ton's two notes ; for 1 do not see how they can

possibly be of any service to you on this side the

water.

FROM DR SHERIDAN.

Alienist ]3, ]7Sr>.

Dear Sir,

Because of some dropping young lads coming to

me, and because it was impossible for me to get any
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inonev before the 23(1 of this month, 1 eoiild not fix

my vacation. Now I do. On Saturday se'nni<rht,

the 23d, I set out for Dublin to bring you home

:

and so, witliout ifs, ands, and ors, «ret ready before

our fields be stripped of all their i^aiety. I thank

Ciod, 1 liave every good thing in j)lenty but money;
and that, as affairs are likely to go, will not be my
complaint a month longer. Helturbet fair will make
me an em])eror. I have all this town, and six men
of my own, at work at this juncture, to make you a

winter-walk by the river side. I have raised moun-
tains of gravel, and diverted the river's course for

that end

—

IiCi^is opii.s ; you will wonder and be de-

lighted when you see it. Your works at Quilca are

to be as much inferior to ours here, as a sucrar-loaf to

an Egyptian pyramid. A\'e had a county of Armagh
rogue, one ^lackay, hanged yesterday : Griflith the

player never made so merry an exit. He invited his

audience the night before, with a promise of giving

them such a speech from the gallows as they never

heard : and indeed he made his words ixood ; for no

man was ever merrier at a christening, than he was

upon the ladder.

A\'hen he mounted to his proper height, he turn-

ed his fiice to each side of the gallows, and said, in a

cheerful manner, Hah, my friend, am I come to you
at last ! Then, turning to the people, Cxcntlcmen,

you need not stand so thick, for the farthest shall

hear me as easily as the nearest. Upon this a fellow

interrupted him, and asked him. Did he know any-

thing of a gray mare which was stolen from him ?

AVhy, what if I should, would you pay for a mass
for my soul ?—Ay, by G—, said the fellow, will I
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|iav for seven.

—

\N'liy then, said the eriminal laii^h-

in^^ I know notliin^ o( your mare. Aflcr this he

entertained the e()ni]iany with two lioiirs' history of

his villainies, in a loud uneoneerned voice. At hist

he concluded with his humble service to one of the

inhabitants of our town, desiring that he might give

him a ni'dit's lodixinji, whieh was all he would trouble

him for. lie was not the least touched by any li-

quor : but soberly and intrepidly desired the hang-

man to do his office : and at last went off with a joke.

Match me this with any of your Englishmen, if you

can. I have no more news from Cavan, but that you

have all their hearts, and mine among the rest, if it

be worth anything. My love and service to Mrs

Whiteway, and all friends. I am, dear Sir,

Your most obedient and

very humble servant,

Thomas Shekidan.

TO THE ARCHHISHOr OF CASHELL.

Duhlin, August 14, 1735.

My Lord,

The bearer, Mr Faulkner, our famous printer,

goes in an hour to see Kilkenny and Cashell, to ga-

ther up his country debts. Ten to one your grace

may owe him a dozen shillings, and your town coffee-

house (if you have one) a dozen more. But his pre-
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tellers to nic for \vritin<r, are tlie honour of bciiif^ ad-

mitted to your grace by a line in my hand. ] am
not in fear of his shatning me as others have done

;

however, I would not have you leave your niarui-

scripts scattered al)()ut your room, for he would be

terribly tempted to bepr them, and return tlicm back
next winter in four volumes, as he served me ; al-

though 1 never let him touch or see one. He has the

name of an honest man, and has <;ood sense and be-

haviour. I have ordered him to mark narrowly what-

ever you are doing, as a prelate, an architect, a coun-

try gentleman, a politician, and an improver ; and to

bring me a faithful account when he returns; but
chiefly al)out your health, and what exercise you
make use of to increase or preserve it. 15ut he is in

haste to be gone, and I am forced to conclude,

I am, with the greatest respect.

My Lord, your Grace's

Most obedient humble servant,

Jon. Swift.

TO LORD IIOWTH.

Dublin, August 14, 1735.

My Lord,
The bearer, Mr Faulkner, came to me just an

hour before he was taking a journey to Kilkenny
and Cashell, and desired I would write by him to
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your lordship and tlio airlihislioj), only to let your

lordship know, that ho is an honest man, and the

chief jirinti r ; and that I know him, and treat liim

with iiidul^ence, becanse 1 cannot lul]) it. For, al-

though he printed what I never would have done, yet

he ijot the consent of mv friends, and so I shall <ret

nothing by being angry with him. He hopes, as a

citizen, to be admitted to your lords and ladies in

the country, and 1 am contented you shall make him
ivelcome ; but take care you ])ut no manuscripts in

his hands ; otherwise, perhaps, there will be the works

of the right hon. &c. and of my lady and the giant,*

neatly bound, next winter. My Lady Acheson has

not been ^vell since she left the town ; but her mo-

ther is almost perfectly cured, except the loss of her

eye. I owe my Lady Howthf a letter, I believe. I

desire my most humble service to her and the giant.

I have time to say no more, but that I am.

Your Lordship's most obedient servant,

Jon. Swift.

• Miss Rice, his lordsliij/s niece.

f Lucy, youngest daugliter of Licutenant-General Richard Gor-

ges, was married to Lord Howth, August 2, 1728 : and after that

nobleman's death, became the Lady of Nicholas Welden of Gravel-

nient, Esq.—D. S.
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TO MR AT.DKinfAX I5.\KHER.

Soptombcr 3, 1735.

Sir,

The bearer, Mr Faulkner, tells me. he has the

lionour to be known to you, and that I have credit

enougli to prevail on you to do him all the good of-

fices that lie in your way. I presume he goes about

some all'airs that relate to his own calling, which

would be of little value to him here, if he were not

the printer most in vogue, and a great inidertaker,

perhaps too great a one : wherein you are able to be

the best adviser, provided he be not too sanguine, by

representing things better than he probably may find

them in this wretched, beggarly, enslaved country.

To my great grief, my disorder is of such a nature,

and so constantly threatening, that I dare not ride so

far as to be a night from : and yet when the

weather is fair, I seldom fail to ride ten or a dozen

miles. Mr Faulkner will be able to give you a true

journal of my life ; that I generally dine at home,

and alone, and have not two houses in this great

kingdom, where 1 can (^et a bit of meat twice a-year.

That 1 very seldom go to church for fear of being

seized with a fit of giddiness in the midst of the ser-

vice. I hear you have likewise some ailments to

struggle with, yet I am a great deal leaner than you :

but I have one advantage, that wine is good for me,

and I drink a bottle to my share every day, to bring

some heat into ray stomach. Dear Mr Alderman,
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what a iiuiiibcr of dear aiul «rrcat liicnds have we bu-

ried, or seoTi drivcTi to exile since we came acquaint-

ed ' 1 (lid not know, till six months after, that my
Ix'st friend, my Lady Masham, was ijjone.* I would

be glail to know whether her son be <^ood for any-

thinir. because I much doubted when I saw him last.

Tell me, do vou make constant use of exercise ? It

is all I have to trust to, though not in regard to life

but to health : I know^ nothing wherein years make
so iireat a chanixe as in the difference of matter in

conversation and writing. My thoughts are wholly

taken up in considering the best manner I ought to

die, and how to dispose of my poor fortune for the

best public charity. But in conversation I trifle more

and more every day, and I would not give threepence

for all I read, or write, or think, in the compass of a

year.

Well, God bless you, and preserve your life as long

as you can reasonably desire. I take my age with

less mortification, because, if I were younger, 1 should

probably outlive the liberty of England, which, with-

out some unexpected assistance from Heaven, many
thousands now alive will see governed by an absolute

monarch.

Farewell, dear Sir ; and believe me to be, with

true esteem,

Your most obedient humble servant,

Jon. Swift.

* Once the favourite of Queen Anuc, and the moving spring of

hf-r last administration, but for many years a persona muta in the

great political drama. Her death must have been the source of much

melancholy reflection to the Dean, who had enjoyed her intimacy

during the meridian of her influenr^e.
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TO MR \H)VK.

This letter will be delivered to you by Faulk-

ner the printer, who goes over on his private aflairs.

This is an answer to yours oi' two months at;o, whieli

complains ol' that proHigate fellow Curll. I heartily

w ish you \vere what they call disallbcted, as I am. I

may say as David, I have sinned greatly, l)ut what
have these sheep done ! You have given no oilenee

to the ministry, nor to the lords, nor eonmions, nor

queen, nor the next in power. For you are a man of

virtue, and therefore must abhor vice and all corrup-

tion, although your discretion holds the reins. " You
need not fear any consequence in the connnerce that

has so long passed between us ; although I never de-

stroyed one of your letters. But my executors are

men of honour and virtue, who have strict orders in

my will to burn every letter left behind me." Neither

did our letters contain any turns of wit, or fancy, or

politics, or satire, but mere innocent friendship
; yet I

am loth that any letters, from you and a very few otiier

friends, should die before me ; I believe w^e neither

of us ever leaned our head upon our left hand to study

what we should write next ; yet we have held a con-

stant intercourse from your youth and my middle

age, and from your middle age it must be continued

till my death, which my bad state of health makes
me expect every month. I have the ambition, and
it is very earnest, as well as in haste, to have one
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epistle inscribed to iiie wliile I am alive, and you

just in tlie time when wit and wisdom are in the

height; T nnrst once more repeat Cicero's desire to a

friend : orna inc. A month ago were sent me over

by a friend ofmine, tlie works of John Iluglies, Esq.

;

they are in verse and prose. I never heard of the man
in my life, yet I find your name as a subscriber too.

He is too grave a poet for me, and I think among the

mcdiovribus in ]irose as well as verse. I have the ho-

nour to know Dr llundle ; he is indeed worth all the

rest you ever sent us, but that is saying nothing, for

he answers vour character : I have dined thrice in his

company. He brought over a w^orthy clergyman of

this kingdom as his chaplain, which was a very wise

and popular action. His only fault is, that he drinks

no wine, and I drink nothing else

This kingdom is now absolutely starving, by the

means of every oppression that can be inflicted on

mankind—shall I not visit for these things ? saith

the Lord. You advise me right, not to trouble my-
self about the world : but oppression tortures me, and

I cannot live without meat and drink, nor get either

without money ; and money is not to be had, except

they will make me a bishop, or a judge, or a colonel,

or a commissioner of the revenues. Adieu.

Jon. Swift,



KPISTOLAUV ( ORIlKSrONDEXCE. 367

FROM MR POPE.

To answer your question as to Mr Hughes, what

he wanted as to genius he made up as an lionest man :

but he was of the elass you think him.

I am ghid you think of l)r Rundle as T do. lie

will be an honour to the bishops, and a disgrace to

one bishop ; two things you will like : but what you

"will like more ])articularly, he will be a friend and

benefactor even to your unfriended, unbenefited na-

tion ; he will be a friend to the human race, where-

ever he goes. Pray tell him my best wishes for his

health and long life : I wish you and he came over to-

gether, or that I were with you. I never saw a man
so seldom, whom I liked so much, as Dr Rundle.

Lord Peterborow I went to take a last leave of, at

his setting sail for Lisbon : no body can be more was-

ted, no soul can be more alive. Inunediately after the

severest operation, of being cut into the bladder for

a suppression of urine, he took coach, and got from

Bristol to Southampton. This is a man that will nei-

ther live nor die like any other mortal.

Poor Lord Peterborow ! There is another strinjx

lost, that would have helped to draw you hither ! he

ordered on his death-bed his watch to be given me,

(that which accompanied him in all his travels,) with

this reason, " That I might have something to put

me every day in mind of him." It "was a present to

him from the King of Sicily, whose arms and in.sig-

nia are graved on the inner case ; on the outer, I have
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nut this ins(.Ti])ti()ii :
" I'ictor AiikkIcus^ n\v Sicilltc^

(iii,v Sabau(li<i\ \c. ^c. Carolo Mordduiit, Comiti de

PeterborotCy D. 1). Car. Mor. Covr. de Pet. Aliwandro

Pojyr woricfis Ivij^vif. 1735.

Prav write to inc a little oftciicr : and il' there be

a thing left in the world that pleases you, tell it one

who will partake of it. 1 hear with approbation and

pleasure, that your ])res( iit eare is to relieve the most

helpless of this world, those objects* which most want

our compassion, though generally made the scorn of

their fellow-creatures, such as arc less innocent than

thev. You always think generously ; and of all cha-

rities, this is the most disinterested, and least vain-

glorious, done to such as never will thank you, or can

praise you for it.

God bless vou with ease, if not with ])leasure ; with

a tolerable state of health, if not with its full enjoy-

ment; with a resigned temper of mind, if not a very

cheerful one. It is upon these terms I live myself,

though younger than you : and I repine not at my
lot, could but the presence of a few that I love be

added to these. Adieu.

FROM LADY BETTY GERMAIN.

September 4, 1 735.

If you are not angr^- with me for my long silence,

I take it ill, and need make no excuse ; and if you

• Ifliots.—N.
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too, which I kiunv you will be. wluii I tell you, that

1 Wiu> laid uj) at Knowle with a severe tit of tlie gout.

And since that infallible cure for all diseases, which

all great fools and talkers wish joy of, I have never

been (juite well, but have had eontiiuially some dis-

order or other upon nie, which made my head and
spirits unfit for writin<^, or indeed doin^r anvthiuLT

I should ; and am still so nuich out of order, that 1

am under great apprehensions 1 shall not be able to

go, next year, ])art of the journey to Ireland with

their graces ; which is also part of the road to Dray-

ton, where I intend to stay till November, in hopes

that summer deferred its coming till I was there : for

I am sure, hitherto, we have had little but winter

weather.

I am glad matters are settled between his Grace

of Dorset and you ; and I dare answer, as you are

both right thinkers, and ofcourse upright actors, there

wants but little explanation between you ; since I,

that am the go-between, can ea.sily find out, that he

has as sincere a value for you, as you have for iiim.

I do assure you I am extremely delighted, that since

Lady Suttblk would take a master (connnonly called

a husband) she chose my brother (ieorge : for if I am
not partial to hini, which indeed I do not know that

I am, his sincere value, love, and esteem for her, must

make him a good one.

We are now full of expectation of his royal high-

nesses wedding.* She has jewels bought for her, and

• Frederick, then Prince of Wales.—D. S.

VOL. XVIII. 2 A
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(.lotlics l>esp()kc : and a gallery of coninunncation is

making between his apartment and St James's; but

as 1 do not love to pry into mysteries of state, T do

not at all knt>w when the lady will eome over.

Your friend Mrs Floyd is thrown iiit and well, un-

der the Duchess of Dorset's care and direction at

Knowle; and my saucy niece is gone for a few days

(and I vt rilv believe as far as she can decently help)

to her lather's. Our friend Curll has again reprinted

what he called our letters, as a proper third ])art of

Mr Pope's.* He should have made those bitter silly

verses on me to have been his too, instead of Sir Wil-

liam Trumbuirs, whom they just as much belonged

to. But you patriots arc so afraid of suppressing the

press, that everybody must suffer under that, and the

lies of the newspapers, without hopes of redress.

Adieu, my dear Dean.

TO DR SHEIUDAN.

Soptcmlier 12, 1735.

Hkre is a very ingenious observation upon the

days of the week, and in rhyme, worth your obser-

vation, and very proper for the information of boys

and girls, that they may not forget to reckon them

:

Sunday's a pun day, Monday's a dun day, Tuesday's

• .See Curll's pirated edition of Pope's Letters.

k
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a news day, Wednesday's a friend's day, 'riiiirsday*s

a cursed dav, Friday's a drv dav, Saturday's the lat-

tcr day. I intend sonictliini; of ecjual use u])<)n the

montlis: as January, women yary. I sliall likewise

in due time make some observation upon each year

as it passes. So for the ])resent year

:

One thousand seven hundred and thirty-five,

\\ hen only the d and h j)s will thrive.

And for the next.

One thousand seven hundred and thirty-six,

Wlion the d will carry tin- h ps to Styx.

Perge

:

.

One thousand seven liundred and thirty-seven,

When the Wliip? are so blind they mistake hell for heav'n.

I \vill carry these predictions no fartlier than to

year 2001, when the learned tliink the world will be

at an end, or the fine-all cat-a-strow-fee.

The last is the perifKl, two thousand and ono,

^^'hen m— and b— to hell are all gone.

When that time comes, pray remember the disco-

very came from me.

It is now time I should begin my letter. I liope

you got safe to Cavan, and have got no cold in those

two terrible days. All your friends are well, and T

as I used to be. I received yours. My humble ser-

vice to your lady, and love to your children. I sup-

pose you have all the news sent to you. I hear of no

marriages going on. One Dean Cross, an eminent
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flivino, \v(^ hoar is to he Hisho]) of Cork. Stay till I

ask a >trvant. what Patrick's In^lls rinjj^ (or so late at

niixht—Voii ft'Uow, is it tor jov or sorrow ? 1 luTicve

it S4>nic of our royal hirth-ilays.

—

I), thry tell me, it

is for joy a new master is ehosen for the corporation

of hntehers. So farewell.

FKOM LOKD ILVTHUKST.

Cirencester, Sept. 13, 1735.

Dear Dkax,
Though you never answer any of my letters, and

i can never have a line from you except in Parlia-

ment-time ahout an Irish cause, 1 do insist that with-

out delay you give me, either by yourself or agents,

immediate satisfaction in these points. First, whe-

ther that article which I read in the news ahout one

Ihitler, a sh(K)ting parson, he true or not?* secondly,

whether he has yet begged pardon, and attested up-

on oath that it was without design, and by accident

that the gun went off? In case the fact be true, and

that he has not yet made any sufficient or reasonable

excuse, I ref^uire of you that you do innnediately get

some able painter to draw his picture, and send it over

• After a sfrif-t 94^Tch through the journals of tlie day, no traces

of the report here allu(lc<l to (nn lie di8C0vere«l.

I
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to iiic, aiul I will order ;i «;rc'at nuiiibcr ui prints to Ik'

iiiadc ol' it, which sliall Ix.^ dispersed over all parts of

the known world, that such a worthUss rascal may
not go anyw lure without oeing known. I make no

doubt of his bein«^ immediately drove out ofln^land
;

such a brutal attemj)t upon tiic Drapicr cannot be

l)oiiu' there; and he would not \enture into Kun-
land when these prints ol' his person are sent about,

for he would ct rtaiidy be knocked on the head in the

first village he passes through. lV'rhaj)s he mav think

to skidk in Holland, the conniion refuge olall scoun-

drels ; but he w ould soon lind out, that Doctor Swuft

(for so they pronounce the name) is in great esteem

theiv, for his learning and ])olitical Avritings. In

France he would meet with worse rece[)tion ; for his

wit is relished there; and many of his tracts, tiiough

s])oiled by translation, are yet more admired than

what is writ by any among themselves. Should he

go into Spain, he would lind that Don Swifto is in

the highest estimation, being thought to be lineally

descended from Miguel de Cervantes, by a daughter

of Quevedo's. I\rha[)s he may think to l>e safe in

l*oland during the time of these troubles: but 1 can

assure him, from the mouth of a Polish lady, who was
lately in London, by name Madam de Montmorency,
(for she was married to a French gentleman of that

great family,) that Dr Swifl is^perleetly well known
there ; and she was very solicitous to know whether

he were a Stanislaist or fiot, she being a zealous par-

tizan for that cause.

Now if this brute of a parson should find no secu-

rity in Europe, and therefore slip into the East In-

dies in some Dutch bhip, for a Dutchman may be
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found who would carry tlio drvil tor a stiver or two

extrac^rdiunrv, he will he contonndedly sur])risod to

find that l)r Swit't is known in China, and that next

to Confucius his writings are in the greatest esteem.

The missionaries have translated several European

Ixxiksinto tlieir language; hut lam well inlormcd that

none of them have taken so well as Ins ; and the Chi-

nese, who arc a very ingenious people, reckon Sif the

only author worth reading. It is well known that

in Persia Kouli Khan was at tlu^ ])ains to translate his

works himself; being horn a Scotchman, he under-

stood them very well, and 1 am credibly informed

that he re?id The Battle of the Books the night before

he trave that ^reat defeat to the Persian army. If he

liears of this, he may imagine that he shall find good

reception at Constantinople ; but he will be bit there

;

for many years aj^o an Kn^lish renci^ado slave trans-

lated Kflendi Soif for them, and told them it was writ

by an Englishman, with a design to introduce the

Mahometan religion ; this having got him his liberty,

and although it is not believed by the effendi, the

book and the author are in the greatest esteem among
them. If he goes into America, lie will not be re-

ceived into any English, French, or Spanish settle-

ment : so that in all ])robal)ility he woidd be soon

.scidped bv the wild Indians ; and in truth there

would be no manner of shame that a head should be

uncovered that has so little brains in it. Brutali-

ty and ill nature f)roceed from the want of sense ;

therefore without having ever heard of him before, I

can decide what he is, from this single action. Now I

really believe no layman could have done such a thing.

The wearing petticoats gives to most of the clergy
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(a lew only excfptotl i)i superior iindiTstaiurm^) cct-

tain lemiiiine dispositions. Tlicy are coiinnonly sub-

ject to malice and envy, and *^ivo more free vent to

those ])assit)ns ; possibly for the same reason tiiat wo-

men are observed to do so, because they cannot be

called to account lor it. \\ lun one of us does a bru-

tal action t(^ another, he may have his head broke, or

be uhipj)ed throu<j[h the lungs ; but all who wear

petticoats are secure from such accidents. Now, to

avoid farther trouble, 1 hope by this time his gown
is stri])})ed off his back, and the boys of Dublin have

ilrawn him through a horse-})oii(l. Send me an ac-

count of this, and I shall be satisfied. Adieu, dear

Dean ; I am got to the end of my J)aper, but you

may be assured that my regard for you w ill only end

with the last breath of your faithful servant.

FROM DR SHERIDAN.

Cavan, Sept. 17, 1/35.

Deak Sin,

Er Kx-^ not butt reap rliyme and iJ for wr}' tinn sow-

long an ape is till a bout bees knees, when Tom eye

Noll edge iu cool das eas i lyre eye't a pun no thing.

Murw^ A>jr, what T;^tvo fihif ro Trxiorcc in e vcn epistolas

^ivlu Inn Anule owe Law Ti^di no ? Cann knot yew
right in nap lean met hood, as I do ? u ru w a^ a Trom^or

all o key shuns. But cantu gay tami other subject
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I08B at her cyi\s bis eyed my wife ?* The wonKin is

grown good lor nothing. However, 1 would not have

her so much abused, hut when she deserves it. I no

use itis e veri de of her life, hut I sea it is not rue

;

for itis only c veri our o fit. She swears if lieu eome
tuck have Ann, she will give you a love Inn the

chops.

I hei^ pardon for troublinf;^ you so long with busi-

ness, and therefore I will now be as merry as I can.

Tiie devil a farthing 1 can get among my tenants but

cows, bullocks, and sheep. Will you let me know
whether such coin can pass in Dublin? that I may
pay you some money which 1 owe. IMy purse, God
help me, is grown as slender as a famished weasel. I

long m\ich to sec it have an alderman's belly ; but

Quando, Mr Dean, (juando? ^\c cannot say that

our weather is the devil here ; for it is all water. If

it continues, 1 must have thoughts of building an ark;

but I shall not, like Noah, let any unclean beast enter.

Eat pone linck waiter conjux.j: My nuitton is grow-

ing too fat, and I want you much to cat of it, while

it is in its prime. I hear of no cadger going to Dub-
lin, or I would send you a basket full of it. All I can

• " I cannot but reprimand you fur writin;; so long an epistle

mbr»iit biisinoss, \rhon to my knoulffl^ yoii could as cjtsily Mrite upon

nothing. Mr Dean, uliat is yoxir meaning to play on us in every

rpuitle you writi' in Angl»>-Latino ? C'annot you write in n plain me-

thfjil, ah I do I I knrtw yf;u are a punncr on all «>ccasicins. Hut cauiiut

you get another sulijwt to Katirize Upside my wife.**"

t ** I know you say it is every day of her life, hut i say it is not

true, for it is only every hour of it. She swears if you come to Ca-

van, she will gtve yon a dow«c in the chops.''

t " Et pQfic liiicjuctur coiijux.

"
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do now is to send a liiiu roasted .shoulder in my
wishes, and jiniy invite Mrs W'hiteway to share of it

I wish vou botli a L,^()od stomach to it, with all my
lieart. I'ray do not ehiile lier for askin*^ you to eat,

as you used to do. I assure you (il 1 uiay be allow-

ed to judge) she ])resses you to her victuals out of

pure good nature and friendsliip.

I am sorrv that the shortness of my last letter <:avc

you cause to complain. This shall may cup for that

deaf he she Ann she,* for I have laid in a good stock

of" learning this last week ; and therefore (juoniam tu

inter literatos |>rimaria sedes in classe, (juorundam

dccanorum nomina (minime nostratium) qui scicntiis

omnigenis inclaruerunt, tihi mittam. This part I men-

tion in Latin, for fear the letter should fill into Dean
Crosse's hands.

Havincr lately read a vcrv' cntertainin<{ book, whose

title-])age runs thus

—

Histoirc gciwralc dcs PdishuM,

1 met Avith accounts of several great men, whose

names I never read before, and every one of them
were deans, some became bishops, others cardinals :

All of them on account of their irreat learning; and

merit. I^ord, have mercy upon us ! Christ, have mer-

cy upon us! How the world is altered since! JUit

vou must know, that Charles the (ireat lived in that

age, alias Char Lay Main. Now for the great scho-

lars I promised. ^Vmong those, who became bishops

of Antwerp, you will find IMiilip Nigri, ^Vubert \ an-

den Eade, Jean Ferdinand de Benghem, Pierre .b^-

sej)li Franken-Sierstorff. Among those of ]5ois-le-

Duc, Clement Crabeels, Gisbert ^Lisins, Michel ()p-

• tt Make up for that (k'ticiciicy.

'
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hove, Joseph dc Bcrgai^ne. In the same town you

will find anionic the Vicaires Apostoliques, Henry

\*an Leeniputo, Jossc llonhraeckcn, Martin Stev-

aert. l*ic rrr Ciovaerts, \c. &:c. ivc. The next ])lace you

dine you may make a fi<^ure with those names, and

silence even Rol)in Leslie.* But a pox upon learn-

inii, 1 sav. It is enoiiirh to turn a man's head. 1 have

a f^eat mind to have done with it; for the devil a

thin«r is to be got by it. hUirco /i/fri.^- vdledico,

I cannot, now my memory serves me, omit an ac-

count of some learned physicians, which I read of in

other authors, viz. Hermannus Com'ingius, Lucas

Schrochius, Melchior Sebizius, Sebastian Schelferus,

Guerncrus Holfinckius, Hoffmannus Altorfi, Seb.

Jovius Lugani, Petrus Da])j)]es, Theodore Kerch-

ringius, Regnerus de (iraef, Swammerda, i\ntonius

Scarellius, Hieronymus Copelazzi, Jacobus Gonzato,

Bernardimis Malaereda, Johannes Petrus Lotiehius,

Christianus Keekins, Julius Kicheltus, Joan. Chris-

toph. Vaganseilius, Jacobus Kerschcrus, iVntonius

Magliabechius, and many others. Pray ask Grattan

how many of these he has read.

You say, (I thank you for that,) That you know
nobody. No matter for that ; so nmch the better for

me, because I know everybody knows you, and there-

fore more likely to succeed in subscrij)tions for mice

cool. IVay is this letter long enough ? If it be not,

send it back, and I will till the other side. In the

• Mr IvC^lte was the rnf»st inccsKant Ulkcr, /»n(' of tlicm, in tJic

world. However, he had a great varietvof Ifarniufr, and talked well.

—D. S.
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meantime I remain your most obedient and very

lmml)le serve aunt,

Thomas Shiiimdan*.

Mice or vice two awl mv if rends.*

Send me word \\ liat o'clock it is, tliat I may set my
watch l)v vours.

I'KO.M 1)K K1X(;.

London, Sept. JO, 17.-55.

SlU,

Soon after I came into P^ngland 1 was obliged to

cross the seas again, and go into France, upon a bu-

siness of conse(|uence to my private af lairs. I am but

just returned to tiiis ])lace. where I liave met with

your letter of 21st ot last month. Since you are so

kind as to repeat the ])romise you made me wlien I

was in Ireland, 1 shall ex])ect the paj)er with the

greatest imi)atience. AN'hile I was readiui: vour let-

ter, a person called on me, who does business for you.

I was in hopes he had broui^ht it with him : but he

told me, it would be sent by another hand. I will

say nothing more of it here, than that 1 am very sure

it will please the public, and do honour to the au-

thor.

The gentleman concerning whom you iiKjuire, is

• u My service to all my friends."
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a nicinl>or of our hall ; but I liavo never yet seen liiui.

He bad loft Oxford about the time I came from

Dublin, to spend the sunnner vacation in Ilereford-

bbirc. My sc^n, ^vbo is well acciuaintcd with him, as-

sures me that he is very sober, that he studies hard,

and constantly attends the exercises of the house.

Hut I shall be able to give you a more ])articular ac-

count of him the next term, when I shall probably

meet him in the hall ; and he shall Hud me ready to

do him any kind of service that may be in my power.

I iXo not know whether my law-suit will force me
into Ireland again the next term ; as yet I have not

received any summons from my managers. I should

indeed be well pleased to defer my journey till the

next spring, for Dublin is not a very good winter

abode for a water-drinker.* However, I do not ne-

glect my defence, especially that part of it which you

mention.! It is now in such forwardness, that, as 1

•Cardinal Poli^^iiac, nlis^Tving tliat I)r King drank only waU*r,

Itild liiin, ** tjjat whilst ainlKissiidor at I((»nic, and since he retiirnetl

t<» France, lie had entertained five hundred Englishmen, hut the doc-

tor wa-H the only water-drinker in the whole nurnl>er."

"t I)r King's meaning in this place requires some elucidation. Vm-
vuked at some ill usage wliicli he supjMtsed himself to have received

during a law-suit in Ireland, he ha<l commenced a satirical jK>em call-

ed the Toast, Waring the name of Scherter the Laplander, as author,

of Peregrine O'Donald, Es<|., as translat^ir. Of this satire, lie him-

self infonns us, *'
I began the 'I'oast in anger, but I finished it in

good hummir. WTien I had concluded the second liook, J lair! aside

the work, and I did not take it up again till some years afterwards,

at the pressing instana;s of Or iJwift. In the last letter which I re-

ceivwl fnim him, (to which that in the text seems to l)e an answer,)

he writes thus ; * In malice I hope ifn»r lan^'Suil will force you lo

rfynu: ovcr Qto Dublin^] the next term, which I think is a long (me, and
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compute, it will l)t^ finisluHl in six weeks at fartliest.

'I'iiere are some alterations, which 1 hope you will aj)-

prove.

1 rejoice to hear that the honest doctor* has good

success in his new school. It* the load of his ha^-iraTc

should cndan<^er his \cssel a^Miii, 1 think lie has no

other remedy left, i)ut to throw it into the sea. W^hat

is he doin<i; with liis Ihhi.s mi>t,s '^ and when does he dt*-

siixn to send them abroad ?

My sou, wlio is very proud to be in your thougliUi,

desires me to present his most humble service to you.

I am, with i^reat truth. Sir,

Your most olKxlient and

most humble servant,

W. K.

TO DR SHERIDAN.

Yesterday wiis the going out of the last lord-

mayor, and to-day the coming in of the new, who is

wi7/ (ilhur tfou time to Jinixh it ; in the meantime I wish I coiiM lioar

of the progresii juid fini>hiiij; of another affair [[the T(»ast3I n'latiiig

to the s;inie law-suit, but tried in the courts alnive, u|K>n a hill with

two heads, when* the defendants will \\» infallihly and more effec-

tually l»e cast," &r. And sj)cakirii; (»f this work to a h'ulv, his near re-

lation, whoisnowlivin^, [[Mrs Whitewavproliahly,]] after he had |K*ni-

sed the greater part of it in manuscript, he tohl her that " if he had

read the Toast nhen he n'as oidnf trventtj i/ears oid, he would never

have written a satire.—Dr Kiair's Aneedotes, p. 97. In consequence

of this exaggerated commendation, the Toast was print^l, and some

copies given to friends, but it waa never published.

* Sheridan.—'D. S.
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Alilorinan (inittan. 'Vhc duke* was at both dinners,

but 1 thou»^ht it enough to j^o to-day, and 1 eanic

away before six, with very bttU* meat or drink. The
ehibf meets in a wee k, and I determine to leave tlie

town as soon as ]H)ssible, for I am not able to live

within the air of such rascals ; but whither to «ro, or

how far my health will permit me to travel, T cannot

tell ; for mv mind mis<iives me, that you are neither

in humour nor eaj)acity to receive me a <;uest. I

had your law-letter. Those things require serious

consideration ; in order to bring them to a due per-

fection, a wise man will ])repare a large fund of idi-

oms ; which are highly useful when literally transla-

ted by a skilful, eloquent hand, and, except our Im-
tino-Aiiij^ricu^^ is the most necessary as well as orna-

mental part of human learning. I]ut then we must

take special care of infusing the most useful precepts

for the direction of human life, particularly for in-

structing princes, and great ministers, distributing

out praises and censures with the utmost impartiality

and justice. This is what I have presumed to attempt,

although very conscious to myself of my inferior

abilities for such a performance. 1 begin with " lady ;"

and because the judicious Mr Locke says it is neces-

sary to settle terms, before we write uj)on any sub-

ject, I describe a certain female of your acquaintance,

whose name shall be *' Dorothy ;'* it is in the follow-

* The Duke of Dorset, lord-lieutenant.— 11.

t The Irish parliament, which Swift, in allusion to tlie name of a

fiend ID Scripture, use<l to call the Legion Club. He Ipft an un-

fioisbed satire with that title.
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'm;^ maiHicr : Dolis astra per, astra iiu'l, a siis, a (juo-

«|Ui' et ; atra pes, an id l.ir, alas ihoiics, a pni' tcr, at

at lar, avi si tcr, a;;c' ip.si, astro lar, an eni])ti pate, ara*

lar, arani lar, an ct, adcs e ver, ast rum pet, ad en, a

gam lar, ai^rum lai', ac r(^s pus, afflat error, ape v per.

as noti nos, ara ver, ailhuc stare, asso fis ter, avi per,

ad rive lar, ai;e lar, apud lar, a tis lar, a fis ter, a far

ter, as lii ter, annus lar, a nuis lar, arat lar, a minxi-

nuis, a ])rata pace, a t;allo per, a sive." Most learned

sir, I entreat you will ])lease to observe, (since I must
speak in the vulgar language,) that in the above forty

three denominations for females, manv of them end

with the domestic deity Lar, to show that women
were cliiefly created for family affairs ; and yet I can-

not hear that anv other author hath made the same

, remark. 1 have likewise bc'^un a treatise of ireo<rra-

phy, (the ^Angloanglarians call it erroneously Ao^r

Ralph I.) " Mei quo te sumnio fit ? Astra canis a

miti citi ; an dy et AH cantis qui te as bigas it. Bar-

ba dos is more populus. An tego is a des arti here."*

I have a third treatise to direct young ladies in read-

ing. " Ama dis de Gallis a fine histori, an dy et Ikl-

li anis is ab et er. Summ as eurus Valent in an I)or-

so ne isthmos te leicant ovum alto bis ure. I canna

me fore do m.esti cani males o falli (pie nat ure ; na

mel 1, ac at arat, amcsti fanda hedi ; I iihc ad amo
usto o; a hedi inde edi mite ex c<eptasa beasti e ver-

• Tliis is a list of cpitlu-ts, as a str.ipjHT, a straniiiu'I, &r. vSrr. Sec

t " May I quote soiiio of it ? Astraain is a iniglity city, and yet

Alicant is :us big as it. Harbadocs is more jKjpulous. Antigua is a

desert, I hear."
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nie et arani lingo ut. Pnris mi ciini pari soik^ ilius

orno ?"•

I hclicve some evil spirit has got possession ofyou

and a few others, in conceiving 1 Iiave any ])owcr

with the Duke of Dorset, or with any one bishop or

man of power. 1 did hut glance a single word to the

duke alx)ut as proper a thing as he could do, and yet

he turned it oft* to some other discourse. You say

one word of my mouth will do, ^:c. I believe the

rhyme of my word would do just as nuieh. Am 1 not

universally knowii to be one who dislikes all ])rcsent

persons and proceedings ? Another writes to desire

that I would prevail on the Archbishop of Du[)lin to

give him the best prebend of St l*atrick's. Let Bi-

shop Clayton allow the resignation, since Donnellan

is provideil for. I mentioned to the duke that J)on-

nellan should be Dean of Cork, on purpose to further

the resignation of old Caulfield, but it would not do,

though Caulfield seems to have some hopes, and it is

Bishop Clayton's fault if he does not yield, &c.

* *' Amadis de Gaul is a fine history, and yet Hclianis is a Ixjttcr.

Some asmirc us Valentine and Orson is the most elegant of tliem all

to be gurc I can name four domestic animals of a like nature
;

namely, a cat, a rat, a mastiff, and a lady. I may add a mouse Uto.

A lady, in<lee<l, I might except as a Ix^a^t 1 ever met a-rainhiingout.

I'ray, ih my con)j»aris<jn odious, or no ?"

7
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KKOM MU MOTTK.

Loiuloti, Oct. 4, 1735.

HONOI'UKI) SlU,

Mrs Launcklot, who diiicd with ine to-day, and

desired me to present her humble service, sliewed

me ])art of a letter from you, which gave me so nuich

concern, that I would not let a post slip without wri-

ting to you upon the subject of it. Vou are |)leased

to express an apprehension, that Mrs Fenton's money
has not been re<^ularly j)aid, because you have not

heard from me lor above a twelvemonth. I hope I

have accounted to your satisfaction for my silence in

a letter which Mrs Hyde deliveretl to you since the

date of yours to Mrs I.auncelot ; and as to Mrs Fen-

ton's annuity, I have ])unctually paid it, and shall

continue to do so until I receive your commands to

the contrary. The next payment will be called for

a few days after the first of November, and unless you

forbid it before that time, I shall pay it. Mr Fenton,

her son, who receives it, is a man of worth and ho-

nour, and 1 am persuaded will return me the money,

should it be paid him IVom any other quarter. I am
suq^rised to find by Mrs Hyde, that my last, which

was written the latter end of July, had so slow a pas-

sarre, as not to come to vour hand until the l^th of

September.

I have been so particular (I fear even to tedious-

ness) in that letter, that I have nothing to add, but

a repetition of the sincere profession I there made,

vol.. xviii. 2 B
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that I am, with all possihlo gratitude, truth, and sin-

ccrity. Sir,

Your obliged and i)hcdicnt huniblo servant,

B. MOTTR.

FHOM 1)R SHERIDAN.

October 5, 1735.

Dfar Sir,

In the first j)lace I was heartily rejoiced to see

your letter, for I was afraid you were not well. Now
I shall answer as much as my time will permit : (but

Ix^fore I proceed, remember I expect you here next

Saturday ; for I am both in humour and capacity to

receive you. 1 shall get your answxr on Thursday

next, and then I shall go as far as Virginia to meet

you. Leave Dublin on Wednesday ; ride to Dun-
shaglan that day, 12 miles. From thence to Navan
on Thursday, 11 miles. A Friday to Virginia, 15

miles, where I will meet you that evening with a

a)uple of bottles of the best wine in Ireland, and a

piece of my own mutton, ^c. A Saturday morning

we set out for Cavan, where you will find dinner

ready at your arrival. Iking a cheese-toaster to do a

mutton chop now and then : and do not forget some

rice ; we have none good here ; but all other eatables

in perfection.) I beg pardon for the long foregoing

parenthesis, (the next shall be shorter,) you see it was

necessary. Ure Dolis a de vel it hinc. Mi mollis ah

I
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iiti, an aiiu^tTi so. An has fine iis, a fine face, ah re

ast as no, a belli fora (jiie en. Andi nie ([uis mi molli

as 1 pies. As Tor ) our jo^^ Ualpii eye, 1 may say witli-

out vanity, that I exeecd you as far as from cast to

west. First, with submission
, you should have be-

<run with the Voles Are Tiek Ami Tarr Tiek, next

the May read dye Ann, the Eak water, the whore

Eyes on, the Eak lip Tiek, the Trow Piek of can sir,

the Trow |)iek of Cap rye corn, or Cap Kick lu)rn, the

twelve signes ^\re I ease. Tower us, Jay me knee.

Can Sir, lay O, Veer goe, lye braw, ((juotli the Scotch-

man,) Sage it are eye us. Cap wrye corn us, hack

weary us, and ])iss is : together w ith Cull ewers,

Zounds, and Climb bats, &c. &:c.* In order to give

you a full idea of the chief towns in Europe, I shall

only mention some of Jjord Peterborow's rand)les.

He had like to break al Iji.sh on in PortU'-al : he Mad
rid through Spain : he could not find Room in Italy :

he was Constant in a pull among the Turks : he met

with his namesake Peters hurii'//, i'^ Musk O vye: he

had like to Crack C) in l^oland : when he came to J^ye

any, he did there jeer many : in France he declared

the King of Great l^ritain, with its king upon the

Par is : in a certain northern ccnmtry he took a irolic

to put on a Fryer's Cope ; and then he was in Cope

in Hag in. Pray, Dean mark that. In Holland he

met w ith a G

—

amstcr,—Dam you, said he in a pas-

sion, for a cheat : he was there poxt by a whore ; and

* All the terms of <^>graphy are here burles^jued, as Arctic, Ant-

arctic, meridian, ecpiator, horizon, ecliptic, the tropics of Cancer and

Capricorn, Aries, Taurus, Gemini, Cancer, I>co, Virgo, Capricornus,

Aquarius, and Pisces, colures, zones, and climates.
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be cried out. Rut her dam Ihm'. Tluis far I know of

his travels to the Low CoiiTitries, ami no farther. Tlius

far voii see I am in humour : althoujrh the devil l>e

in one end of my house, I defy her, because I have

the other for you and me. Another thing I must

promise when you come, That we shall not quit our

learned correspondence, but write up and down stairs

to one another, and still keep on our agreeable flights.

The devil t^ike all the D's in Christendom, for a pack

of saucy scabs. AMien you are here you will despise

them all ; and you shall be troubled with no club,

but such as will keep you out of the dirt. Do not lose

this good weather, I beseech you ; for everything is

ready for you. If you do not like your lodgings, you

shall not pay a farthing ; and if you do, I have the

remedy in my own purse. Do not think to s})unge

upon me for anything but meat, drink, and lodging

;

for I do assure you, as the world goes, I can afford

you nothing else. Yes, I beg pardon, I can give your

horses good grass, and perhaps a feed of oats now and

then. My turf is all home, so is my corn, but my
hav not yet. I expect it on Monday, which is the

next dav after Sunday, the very day you will receive

this, the day before Tuesday, and 1 hope two days

before you begin your journey, which I hope will be

a happy one. May you arrive safe, is the sincere

wish of, dear Sir, your most obedient and very hum-
ble .servant,

Thomas Sheridan.
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TO DEANE S\\ IIT, Esq.

ST MAUV-HALL, OXON.

This letter is obviously written in tfie Dean's liaiul, tliuugli dis-

guise<l, and is, as the reader will easily {Hirceive, an hunjorous alle-

gory on tlie state of uiiuikind, written for the amusement of his young

relative. The pajH-T is so much wasted that one or two conjectural

insertions have become necessary to complete the sense.

Dublin, Oct. 1735.

SlU,

You have been pleased to lionour me with your

friendshii) in so generous a manner, so I think myself

[hound] to throw ofi'all manner of disguise, and dis-

eover to you my real eircumstanees, which I shall do

with all the openness and freedom imaginable. You
will be surprised at the beginning of my story, and

be inclined to think tlie wliole a banter : lint you

may depend on its being actually true, and if need

was, I could bring the parson of the parish to testify

the same.

You must know then, I live in a poor little house

of clay, that stands on a waste, as other cottages do

:

and which is worst of all, I am liable to be turned out

at a minute's warning: It's of a copy-hold tenure,

and the custom of the manor is this.—For the first

30 years of my life I am to pay nothing, only to do

suit and service, and attend upon the courts, that are

kept once a-week or oflener. Four years after that I
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am to p.iv a ro<^o every year . and i'artlicr than this,

(lininir the reniainthM* of niv life 1 am to ])av a tooth,

wliich you will sav is a \\himsieal aeknowUnl^ment,

every two or three years, or oltencr, if it be demaiul-

etl : and when I have nothimx else to pay [Out with

me is] the word ; and I won't he long before my per-

son will be seized. I mi«j;ht hav(* had my [lease on]

''niiieh better terms, if it had not been the fault ofmy
urea t-irrand father. Tie and his wife, with the advice

of a bad nei'dd)our, robbed an orchard bclon<rin<; to

the lord of the manor, and so forfeited their grand

privileges. To my sorrow^ I am sure : but, however,

1 must do as well as I can.

I shall endeavour to keep my house in tolerable re-

pair. My kitchen, wherein I dress my victuals, is a

comical sort of a little room, somewhat the figure of

an oven : It answers very well the business it was de-

signed for, and that's enough. My garrets, or rather

cock-lofts, are indeed but indifferently furnished, but

they are rooms which few^ people regard now, unless

it be to lay lumber in. However, I make shift to rub

in in my little way ; and when rent-day comes, I nmst

see and discharge it as well as I can. 1 understand my
lodge, or whatever you please to call it, descends up-

on a low-lifed creeping family, remarkable only for

nothing but being instrumental in augmenting the

reputation of the great Moor in Abchurch-lane.* Hut

* The cclebratcfl worm-<lrK-t/ir.

O levned friend of Abchurch-lane,

Who set'ftt our entrailH free
;

Vain is thy »kiU, thy powders vain,

Since worms shall eat even thee.
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be tliat as it will, 1 have onu snug apartment, which
T reserve for my choicest friends, which is in tlie left

side, in the very house where you will he always a

Welcome ^uest ; and you may depend on heiiiir as

long as the is in the occupation ot the fa-

mous worm-powder doctor.

Your lunnhle servant,

J. S.

1 ROM 1)11 SICAN.*

Paris, Oft. \.'o, 17:?;>.

IloNOL'KKD Sir,

Mil Aubuthnot's absence from Paris was tlie oc-

casion ol' his not receiving your kind letter till ^^ith-

in these tew days ; but upon the reception of it he

treated me with great civility, invited me to dinner,

and incjuired very earnestly concerning your health,

which was drunk by a large company then present;

for though you were pleased to tell me you had no

accpiaintance at Paris, I can safely affirm, that as of-

ten as 1 have been for half an hour with any Knglish

gentlemen, some one or other has had the vanity to

• Tills proniisintj young gentleman was murdcrwl in lUily while

ujwn his travels. He was author of the elegant verses sent to the

Dean on his birth-day, with a cf>py of Pine's Ilfjrace. See Vol. Xl\\

p. 3f).0. Mrs Sican, his mother, a very inpcnious lady, wa5 the sub-

ject of the little poem by Swift, entitled P^ychc. lb. p. 372.
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snv he knew vou. \\c lias, in a very obi i^i no man-

ner, j)n)niiso(l nie any acts of fVicndsliip in his power,

whctlior 1 remain at Paris, (^r sliould proceed to the

south ol France ; and seems to be a gentleman pos-

sessed of a large share of wit, i]^ood hnmonr, sincerity,

and honesty ; thonirh, npon the closest inspection, 1

could not ])ereeive the hair in the palm of his hand.

1 have met with another exception to that rule in the

Chevalier Kamsay, who sends you his best respects.

T have employed the greatest part of this summer
in takinrr a view of everv'thinf]: curious within four

leagues of this city ; but shall not trouble you with

a detail of palaces, paintings, statues, &c., as 1 flatter

myself Mr Arbuthnot's friendly solicitations, joined

to a due regard to your health, will prevail upon you

to undertake that journey next summer. The roads

are excellent, post-chaises very commodious, and the

beds the best in the world ; but the face of the coun-

try in general is very wretched ; of which I cannot

mention a more lively instance than that you meet

with ^vooden shoes and cottages like those in Ire-

land, before you lose sight of Versailles. I am per-

suaded, sir, you will find a j)articular pleasure in ta-

king a view of the French noblemen's houses, arising

from the similitude between the good treatment the

Houyhninnus meet with here, and that which you
have observed in your former travels. The stiibles

that Lewis the Fourteenth has built are very mag-

nificent ; I should do them an injury in comparing

them to the palace of St James's : yet these seem but

mean to any one who has seen that o( the Duke of

Bourbon at Chantilli, whicli lies in a straight line,

and contains stalls for near a thousand hcjrses, witfi



EPISTOLARY ('OUIUSI'ONDKNCF.. !^S

lar^xo intervals l)i»t\veon ea( h ; and inin^lil very well,

at first view, Ik? mistaken for a n()!)le palace ; some
hinidreds of ^'ahoosare eonstaiitly employed in kee|>-

mg it clean, liut il'any one would be astonished, he

must ])ay a visit to the machine ofMarlv, by means
of which water is raised li ilf a mile up u hill, and
from tluMice ecMiveyed a lea<;ue farther to \'ersailles,

to supj)ly the water works. Lewis might have saved

tliis vast expense, and have had a more agreeable si-

tuation, liner j)rospects, and water enough, by build-

ing his palace near the river; but then he would
not have conquered nature.

Upon reading l^)ileau's accomit of the J^c/if Mcu-
9071 f or Bedlam of Paris, I was tempted to go see it :

it is a low liat building, without any upper rooms,

and might be a good plan for that you intend to found,

but that it takes up a greater S])ace than the city per-

haj)s >vould give ; this is common to men and wo-

men : there is another, vastly more capacious, and
consisting of several stories, called the Ha^pifn! dc.s

Fevimcs, for the use of the fair sex onl} . I shall not

presume to take up any part of your time in descri-

bing the people of France, since they have been so

excellently painted by Julius Caesar, near two th(ju-

sand years ago : if there be any diflerence, thev are

obliged for it to the tailors and peruke-makers. The
ladies only might help to improve the favourai)le

opinion you have always entertained of the sex, u])on

account of their great usefulness to mankind, learn-

ing, modesty, and many other valuable (jualities. 1

should have informed you, sir, that Mr ^Vrbuthnot

inquired very kindly after Mr Leslie: but as I have
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not tlio liiuioiir to know that «j^ontUMnan, i was not

able to satisfy him, hut rrfrrrcd him to you, who can

do it nuicli hrttcT than. Sir,

Your most obJigcul humhh* servant,

J. SU'AN.

TO Mli POPE.

Oct. 21, 17."?^).

I aNsweuf.d your letter rclatintr to Curll, Sic. I

believe my letters have esciiped bein^ ])u])lished, be-

cause I write nothing but nature and friendship, and

particular incidents which could make no fiLrure in

Avriting. I have observed that not oidy Voiture, but

likewise Tully and IMiny, writ their letters lor the

public view, more than for the sake of their corre-

spondents ; and I am <;lad of it, on account of tlie

entertainment they have given me. Balsac did the

same thing, but with more stiffness, and consequent-

Iv less diverting : now T must tell you that you arc

to look u])on me as one going very last out of the

world : but my flesh and bones are to be carried to

Holyhead, for I will not lie in a country of slaves.

It pleases me to find that you begin to dislike things

in spite of your ])hilosophy
; your muse cannot for-

bear her hints to that ])urpose. 1 cannot travel to

see you : otherwise I solemnly protest I would do

it. T have an intention to pass this winter in the
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country with a friend lorty miles of]*, and to ride onlv

ten miles a-day, yet is my health so uneertain that I

fear it will not he in my power. I often ride a dozen

miles, but 1 come home to my bed at night : my best

way would be to marry, for in that case any bed would

be better than mv own. 1 found you a very voumr
man, and 1 left you a middle-aged one ; you knew
me a middle-iiged man, and now I am an old one.

Where is my Lord ?* methinks I am incjuiring

after a tulip of la.st year.— ** You need not aj)prehend

any Curlls meddling with your letters to me; 1 will

not destroy them, hut have ordered my executors to

do that ofliee." 1 have a thousand thin«:s more to sav,

lon^<rr'ttii,s est i^arrn/a, hut I must remember 1 have

other letters to write if 1 have time, which 1 spend

to tell you so ; I am, ever dearest Sir, your, »S:e.

Jon. Swift.

FROM TIIH REV. MR DONNELLAN.

Clovno. Oct. 31.

Sir,

TlIOU(iH I have hitherto forbore troubling you

with my aeknowledixments for manv favours, which

very justly demanded them, yet the late application

• Perhaps Hcrvey.

—

Boulks.
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to the duke in my bflialt', (which I had an account

of fmni niv sister.) is siicli an instance of kindness and

regaH, as will uo{ sulVer nic to be silent : I must beg

leave to return you my best thanks lor it, and at the

same time let vou know what a thorou^^h and true

sense 1 have of your goinlness to me, and the great

lionour vou have done me by appearing in my fa-

vour. 1 am surticiently acquainted with your dislike

to recommending, as well as the deserved regard that

is paid to vour judgment and opinion, to know how
to set a proper value on both. And be the success

of this aftair what it will, I think myself happy in

havinir entxa;:ed in it, as it has been the occasion of

vourshewinii that vou honoured me with some share

of your friendship and regard, which will ahvays be

my greatest pleasure and praise.

I suppose, sir, you have heard what a handsome

mark I have lately received of the liishop of Cloyne\s

favour ; and how handsomely it was given ; unasked

and unexpected, and without any regard to kindred

or application. It is a very good preferment, worth

at least 300/. per annum ; and is made much more

valuable and agreeable, by the manner in which it

was bestowed, and especially by coming from a per-

son whom you have an esteem for. I was the other

day to view my house, and was much pleased with

the situation, which is very pretty and romantic. It

stands on the bank of a fine river, in a vale between

two ri( ; of hills, that arc very green, pleasant, and

woody. Its nearness to Cork (being within four

miles of it) would make the deanery of that place a

very convenient and desirable addition, and was what

induced my friends to think of it for me. Wliat sue-
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cess their applications arc likcl) to meet \vitli» 1 can-

not s;iy : this T am sure of, that T cnimot hv dryirived

of the sincere satisfaction 1 receive from havin^^ your

interest and ^ood wishes, and shall always retain a

most gratefid remend)rance of them. The Hibliop of

Cloyne desires you will accept of liis })est services :

and I beg you will believe me, with the greatest re-

spect. Sir,

Your most obliged and

obedient humWe servant,

ChU. DoNNI.l.I.AN.

TO MR MOTTE.

Nov. 1, 17.35.

Sir,

Mr Faulkner in printing those volumes did

what I much disliked, and yet wliat was not in my
power to hinder ; and all my friends pressed him to

print them, and gave him wliat manuscript copies

they had occasionally gotten from me ; my desire was,

that tiiose works should luue been ])rinted in Lon-
don, by an aizrcemcnt between those who had a riirht

to them. I am. Sir, with great truth.

Your most humble and affectionate servant,

Jon. Swift.
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FROM MRS rENnARVp:s.

I'lir.uliso, Nov. 8, 17.'^5.

Sir,

I THINK I have been a great while without writing

to you, and hope you are of my mind. I would ra-

ther he ehid by you for my silence than have you

pass it over quietly, for that would have such an air

of indiHerencc as would greatly alarm me. Absence

is generally thought a great weakener of inclination ;

I am apt to think it will prove my friend with you.

Our acquaintance was so short, I had not time to dis-

grace myself witii you. I was ambitious of gaining

your esteem, and put on all my best airs to effect it

:

I left you at a critical moment; another month's con-

versation might have ruined all. I still beg you will

encourage your indulgent way of thinking of me.

What will you gain by discovering my follies? and

I shall lose the honour of your friendship ; which

loss cannot be repaired in England or Ireland. If

Mrs Donnellan is my true friend, she has, by way of

excusing me, told you my distress for my sister,

which now I hope is over. I refer you to Mrs Don-
nellan for her character ; and that will justify to you
my great care and concern for her.

I cannot help lamenting Dr IJelany's retirement.

I expected his benevolent disposition would not

have suffered him to rob his friends of the pleasure

and advantage of his company ; if you have not

power to draw him from his solitude, no other person
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can pretend to do it. I was in hopes the weekly

meetings wouhl liave lieen renewed and eontirnied.

Mrs Dornit'Uan is niueli disappointed, and I feiir f

am no longer a toast.

I am thoroughly convinced that a reasonable crea-

ture may live witli more comfort and credit inT)ul>-

lin than in London; as nnich convinced of it, as that

I should be richer with eight hundred pounds a-year

than four. lUit to what purpose is it for mc to re-

gret my poverty ' My lot is thrown on Kuglish

ground ; I have no pretence t(^ fly my countrv : fur-

nish me with one, and you liave laid temptations

enough in my way to make me ready to embrace it.

T hnve been two months in this ])lace, which has

all the advantages of the coimtry ; as (juictness,

ciieapness, and wholesome air. I use a good deal of

exercise in the morning ; in the evening I read a

play with an audible voice. I am now reading

l^eaumont and Fletcher's works : they entertain me
extremely. Sometimes I read a little philosophy,

Derham's Lectures : many things are too abstruse

for me in that study ; but I fancy myself in some

respects nuich wiser than I was before I read them.

If you do not approve of my studies, 1 hope you will

recommend what you think will be more to my ad-

vantage.

I am sorry to find, by your letter, that Mrs Don-

nellan does not see you often : she cannot be pleased

with a situation that prevents her having that satis-

faction. I depended upon yovu' meeting often, and

what is more, upon being sometimes the subject of

your conversation. I am glad to hear of her bro-

ther's promotion : he very wtII deserves good for-
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lune; he knows lu)w to enjoy it liandsonicly, and

scorns to court it meanl) . I think 1 have made you

a ctnnitrv visit : if I have not quite tired you, I hope

you will so(Mi cliallen^e another : I know you pay

me a i^reat compliment in writing ; and, if I was

verv well bred, I ought not to insist upon your do-

inif anvthintr that mav ijjive you trouble : but I only

consider my own advantage, and cannot give up a

correspondence I value so much. 1 am, Sir,

^ Your most obliged and

humble servant,

M. Pendarves.

TO MRS WITITEWAY.*

Those parts of the letter distinguished by inverted commas (" ")

were written hv Dr Sheridan.

Nov. 8, ns.'j.

Madam,
NovEMiJKii 3, to Dunshallan, twelve long miles,

ver)' weary ; November 4, to Kells, sixteen miles,

• A first cousin of the Dean's, who came from her own house, at

the other end of I)ul>lin, tliree days in each week, to read and chat

with him, after Stella's death, being the principal female that fre-

fpientofl his table for many years, while his memory remained.

—

D. S.
II
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ten times wearier: the 5tli, to Cros^keys, seventeen

lon^ miles, lilty times weariir ; the (ith, to Cavan,

five miles, weariest of all : yet I halted every (lav,

and dined where I lay ; and tliis very day I am
wearv, and niv shin had, vet I never looked on it.

• • •

I have heen now the third day at Cavan, the doctor*8

Canaan, the dirtiest j)laee 1 ever saw, with the worst

wife and danu-hfer, and the most enrsed shits and

servants on this side Seotland. Let the doctor do his

part.—"Not qnite so had, 1 assure yon, althon^h his

teal was spoiled in the roasting : and 1 can assure you

that the dirt of our streets is not cpiite over his shoes,

so that he can walk drv. It he would wear mjlashes,

as I do, he would have no cause of complaint. As
for my wife and daughter, I have nothing to say to

them, and tlnrefore nothin<r to answer for them. I

hope, when the weather mends, that everything will

be better, exce])t the two before mentioned. Now
the Dean is to proceed."— In short, hut not literally

in short, I got hither, not safe and sound, hut safe and

sore. Looking in my e(juipage I saw a great packet

that weighed a ])ound : I thought it was iron, but

found it Spanish li(jUorice, enough to serve this whole

count v who had coughs for nine vcars. Mv heast

told me it was you forced him to put it all up. Pray

go sometimes to the deanery, and see how the world

goes there. The doctor is a philosopher above all

economy, like philosopher W'ebher. I am drawing

him into a little cleanliness about his house. The
cook roasted this dav a fine teal to a cinder ; for the

wife and dauirhter said, thev did not know but I

loved it well roasted. The doctor, since his last ill-

ness, complains that he has a straitness in his breast,

VOL. xviii. 2 c
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aiul a (liflic'iiltv in bri^athinij. IVav irivc him your

advice, and I will \vrito to your brother llelshani

tills post tor his. Write nic no news of the club, and
f^ct one of them to frank yoin* letters, that they may
be worth readiiiLf.

— ** Dear madam, I beii^ you may
rather think me Hke the devil, or my w ife, than AVeb-

ber. 1 do assure you that my house, and all about

it. is clean in ])otentia. If you do not understand so

much loiric, Mr Harrison* w ill tell you ; but I sup-

pose you it^norant of nothing but doing anything

wrong. Be pleased to send me one of your fattest

j)igeons in a post letter, and I will send you in return

a fat goose, under cover to one of the club. The JJean

may say wiiat he pleases of my ay con O my; but I

assure you I have this moment in my house, a quar-

ter of fat beef, a fat sheep, two mallards, a duck, and

a teak beside some fowl in squadrons. I wish you
were here. Ask the Dean if I have not fine ale,

table drink, good wine, and a new pair of tables.

Now hear the Dean."—It grows dark, and I cannot

read one syllable of what the doctor last writ; but

conclude all to be a parcel of lies. How are eldest

master and miss ? with your clerk and school-boy ?

So God bless you all. If the doctor has anything

more to say, let him conclude, as I do, with assu-

rance that I am ever, with great affection, yours,

^c.

Read as you can, for I believe I have made forty

mistakes. IJirect for me at Doctor Sheridan's in fl

Cavan ; but let a clubmanf frank it, as I do this. Mr ™

• Mrs Whitcway's eldest son.—D. S.

t A member of parliament.
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Roclifbrt is inv franker: yours may ])c General

or some other (^reat beast of a) hero. My two ])Uj)-

pies have, in the whole journey, o\cr puppied their

puppyships. Most abominable !)m(1 firinir ; nothinic

but wet turf.
—

'' The devil a lie 1 writ, nor will I

write to the end ot' my life. May all ha])j)iness at-

tend you and your lamily. I am, with all good
wishes and affeetion,

" Your most obedient humble servant,

*' Thomas Shkuidan.

« You were plaguy sauey, who did not like my luits :

1 do assure you my dog Lampey eraeks them ; the

Dean is my witness."

FROM MRS W IIITEWAY.

N'ovcinl>cr H, \'^"5.

Sill,

I KNOW the moment you took this letter into your

hand what you said, whieh was, Pox on all Irish wri-

ters, and Irish letters. It is very little trouble I am
going to give you, only be pleased to answer the fol-

lowing (luestions. How does vour leir do? How is

your head ? IIow is your stomach ? How many days

were you on the road ? IIow did you lie ? How docs

I^r Slicridan ? How do von like Cavan ? ^Vnd how
do all the good victuals Dr Sheridan promised you
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turn out ? Aiul now, sir, T hvix v*"^^* ^^ '^1 ^^^' pleased*

to sup|)osc, tliat 1 lH\i;an \u\ letter by (Mitreathi^ the

favour of hearuig troni you ; and ii that is too great

an hon(nir for mc, tiiat you will order somebody else

to do it. l)r Sheridan would give sixptnec 1 would

ask who, rise olVhis ehair, make uw a low bow, and

uncover, to have the opportunity of telling me.

Now, to write ])olitely, when 1 ehange my sub-

ject, 1 always break off, and begin a new ])aragra[)h.

Mr A\'aller has printed an advertisement, oficring

ten guineas reward to any person that will discover

the author of a paragra])h, said to be the case of one

Mr Throj). I do not know whether you heard any-

thing of such an aflair before you left town, but I

think it is said there is some trial to bo about it be-

fore the House of Commons, either next week, or

the week following.f I beg you will not leave your

papers and letters on the table, as you used to do at

the deanery, for boys and girls and wives will be

peeping
;

particularly be pleased to take care of

mine. It is certain I write correctly, and with a

• A cant expression, much used in those times upon all occ^isions,

and here ridiculed —D. S.

"f This matter made a very gicat noise. Colonel Waller was said

to have persecuted this unfortimatc clerfTN'nian, on account of his re-

fusal to surrender Hftme of the rights of his living, u itli such a compli-

cation of harassing assaults, arrests, and law-suits, that Mr Throp'H

health actually sunk under them, and he died hroken-hearted. A
more full account of the matter is given in tlu* notes upon the

legion Club. It ap|>ears from thr Dean's answer to Mrs White-
way, that he was himself the author of the paragraph containing Mr
Throp'n case.



KPISTOI.AUY COUHKsroNDKNCi:. MLi

groat (ieal of nictliod ; hut, however, I am alVaiil of

Curll. Dr Sheridan has my tree leave to read this,

on condition he hums it instantly ; hut first let him

take notice olall the compliments 1 make him. May-
be you imagine that it* you answer this, vou will l)e

no more plagued with my letters ; hut 1 have learn-

ed from Molly * never to have done with my de-

mands on you : therefore write, or not w rite, (unless

you connnand otherwise,) you shall hear once a- week
from, Sir,

Vour most ohedient and

most ohliged humhle servant,

Maktiia AV'ihtkway.

Molly is just come from the deanery ; everything is

in good order. Slie saw Mrs Uidgeway there.

Young Harrison and his sister present you their

most obedient respects.

FROM AN UNKNOWN LADY.

Castletown, Nov. y, 17^3-

Hon. Sill,

p]xcusE a stranger's address ; nothing but the opi-

niou 1 have of your generosity and humanity could

Miss Harrison—D. S.
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cncouraixe mc to lav before you the enclosed ])oein,

bcinix the product of a woman's pen.* I see the se-

vere strokes vou lay on the faulty part of our sex,

from uhieh number 1 do not ])retend to exempt my-

self: vet venture to desire your judLnnent of this lit-

tle imtinishcd piece, which I send you without giving

mvself the leisure to correct it, willing that your

hand shoulil bestow the last beauties. The muse is

my best companion : and if you com])a.ssionate the

desolate, permit me this satisfaction, since a book and

a lonelv walk are all the gratifications I aflbrd my
senses, though not dulled with years. I must entreat

you to throw away two or three lines in answer to

this ; and beg leave to conceal my name, till I have

the honour of writing to you again ; which, if you

will allow. I shall trouble you with a view of several

sketches that 1 writ occasionally, and will no longer

conceal the name of, honoured Sir,

Your most humble servant,

M. M.

Sir, direct to Mrs Mary Moran, at Castletown, near

Gorey in the county of Wexford.

• riic |K>cm is ](kt.—D. S.



rrisroi Auv ( ouur.si'DNDr.N'CK. M)

FllO.M LAD^' HKriN' (iMKMAIN.

London, Novcujlwr 13, 17'^'»-

I HONESTLY confess 1 was honoured with yours

above a month a^o, which ou^ht in all love and rea-

son to have been answered a ^nvat wliile since ; but

T know vour saiiciness, as well as vou know mv
niece's ; with this diflerence, that as a<^e is to mend
hers, it makes yours <^row worse : and the answer to

mine had been,—Oh ! she can <^ive a (|uick reply to

mine ! Now tiie duke and duchess are here, slie wants

to know more fVeciuentlv how and what thev do.

1 can tell you no story of the ring (which you want

to know) but that it came to my hands through pro-

per windings and turnings from an Karl of IVterbo-

row ; and the coimoisseurs say, it is an anti(pie, and

a ])rctty good one. I am very well pleased and ha{)-

py, if it ever serves to ])ut you in mind that I am
your humble servant.

I came last week tVom my liouse in Xorthain})ton-

shire. I cannot say the weather permitted me nuich

exercise abroad ; but as that house is large, the ne-

cessary steps the mistress must make, is some ; and I

never lost any time I could get to walk out, and

sometimes drove abroad in a chair, with one horse;

for, being a bad rider, I approve much more of that

than mounting my })alfrey. And whether it was this,

or the country air, or chance, I know not ; but, thank

God, I am at present as well its ever I was in my life.
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T am wholly iij^noraiit who is or will he Hishop oi'

Cork ; for liis mace is such a silly conceited man that

he never vouchsafes to consult nie in the allairs of his

kinixHoni. T only know that T wish h(\irtily for l)r

AN'hetconihe,* because he seems to he a modest <j;oo(l

sort of a man : and that besides, by your connnands,

I was tile thoroughfare for a step to his preferment

l)efore ; and therefore, if I was his grace, since there

can be no objection against him in this, he should

have it. l^ut as these matters are above my capacity,

I do assure you 1 do not in tlie least pretend to med-

dle with them.

I hope, ^vhenevcr you ask me about the countess

and George, I shall be able to answer you, as I can

safely do now, that as yet there is no sort of ap})ear-

ance that thev like one another the worse for wearing.

Mrs Comj)osition is much your humble servant, and

has not yet got her winter-cough. God bless you,

and adieu.

TO MRS WniTEWAY.

Cavaii, Novcnilx.T 1.5, 173.5.

1)i:au Mada.m,

* John \\hctcom\tr, I>. I), llr was tutor to the Duke of Dorset's

family, and Swift had alrearly interfered to prevent his holding his

fellowship of Trinity College along with his church prefermerjt. He
WM made Bishop of CloDfert within a few wpek'< after the date of

thi» letter.
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I writ tlu- ;iIk>vc lines in ihc ilurk, and cannot read

tluni by a candle : what I meant was, to boast of lia-

vin«j written to von first, and iiiven vou a full aeeonnt

ofniy journey. 1 enclosed il in a cover to Mr llocii-

fort, in wliicli I desired lie wonld send it to your

liouse : the doctor had his share in the letter : althcjU'di

we could not give satisfaction to all yom- (juestions,

1 now will to some. My leg is rather worse; but an

honest man, an ajxithecary here, says itbeginsto ripen,

and it is in no maimer ot dantrer : but I ventured to

walk, wliich inflamed it a little. I now keep my leg

u[)on a level, and the easier because the weather is so

foul that I cannot walk at all. This is the dirtiest

town, and, except some few, the dirtiest people I ever

saw, particularly the mistress, daughter, aiul servants

of this house. My puppy butler is very happy, by

finding himself among a race of fools almost as nasty

as himself. I nuist now |)ut you u|)()n travelling.

You must incjuire where Shele my wine-merchant

lives, and order him to have the twelve dozen of wine

in bottles ready packed up. It nmst be the wine that

was two months in bottles (as he assured me) before

1 left Dublin: for these a carrier will be ready next

week, to bring them hither. The deanery woman
must Ik? readv, and Kcnrick and I.aud must iissist

;

and the carrier must take them from Slide's cellar,

ready packed up. My service to Miss Harrison.

Pray send her hither by the first carrier; and give

her eiglitccnj)ence to bear her charges ; of which I

will pay threepence, and the doctor intends to add

another penny. By the conduct of this family, 1 ap-

prehend the day ofjudgment is approaching; the fa-

ther against the daughter, the wife against the hus-
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IkuuK cV:f. 1 l);ittli' ;is wi'll as 1 ciiiu l)iit in vain; and

voii shall change inv name to Doctor Sliif't. W'e

abonnd in wild-towl, by tho goodness of a «i[C'ntlonian

in thii> town, who shoots ducks, teal, woodcocks,

snipes, hares, iVc. for us. Our kitchen is a hundred

yards from the house ; but the way is soft and so

fond of our shoes, that it coyers them with its fa-

vours. My lirst attempt was to repair the summer-
house, and make the way passable to it ; whereupon

Boreas was so an<nv that he blew ofVthe roof. Tiiis

is the seventli day of my landing here, of which we
have had two and a half tolerable. The doctor is at

school ; when he comes I will inquire who is this ro-

mantic chevalier Tisdal. As to Waller's advertise-

nient, if I were in town I would, for the ten guineas,

let him know the author of the narrative; and I wish

you would, by a letter in an unknown hand, inform

him of what I say ; for 1 want the money to repair

some deficiencies here.* My service to Miss Harrison

and the doctor,f and my love to the two boys. 1

shall still enclose to John Rochfort, except he fails in

sending you my letters. Service to Mrs Morgan ; 1

hope her husband's man has prevailed to be of the

club. Adieu. Pray take care of the wine, on which

my health depends. Heg a duck from the doctor.

* Tliis, considering the Dean's usual mrxle of expressing Jiimsclf,

lA (ligtinctly to intimate that he was him»f;If the author of the

of Mr Throp. IJpinp: (le**cril>eH, however, as a paragrajih, it wa.s

evidently something different from the pamplilct in 8vo, jmhlislicd in

IT-'Jf)* under the title fi( " Lay Tyranny, or the CU;rgy oppressed hy

Patn»ns and Impostors, instanced in the memorable ca^ of the Rev.

Mr Rr.ger Thor]., M. A." ^c
f Y'oung Mr 1 larrivjn.—D. S.
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" Bet; u (liK'k ? beg a dozen. Voii shall not beg,

but command. The Dean may talk of the dirtiness

of this town ; but 1 can assure you, that he had more

upon his shoes yesterday than is at the worst in our

corporation, wlierever he i^ot it. As for niy part, I am
tired of him, for 1 can never get him out of the dirt,

and that my stairs, and the poor cleanly maids know

very \vell. Vou know that he talks ironically.'*

FROM MRS SICAN.
I

Nor. 15, 17:^5.

Hev. Sir,

A GENTLEMAN, who IS just arrivcd from Paris,

brouglit me a letter from my son, who ])resents his

duty to you, and desires me to send you the enclosed.

1 am sure I was glad of any occasion to write to you,

in hopes of the j)leasure of hearing you were well, and

arrived safe at the land of Canaan. The hurt you re-

ceived in your shin, 1 was afraid would j)revent your

going out of town. I beg to know how it is now. I

believe you will be pleased to hear poor Throp has

justice done him in College Green. The trial lasted

till midnight, and two thirds of the house were for

him ; he is now going to petition the house to oblige

Colonel AA^aller to waive his privilege ; but it is

thouL'"ht he will not obtain that favour.

Lady Acheson aime to town yesterday. She de-

sired me to present her best respects to you, and tell

you she is something better. Ix)rd Orrery is fretting
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himself t(^ dratli that he ilid not cduic to town time

enouixh to enjoy {he ha|)j)iness ot your eonversation.

Our Irish ladies made a line a|)])earanee the birth-

day at the Caslle; nothing about them Iribh but their

souls and Ixxlics : 1 think they may be eompared to

a citv on fire, whieh sliines by tliat whieh destroys

them. Seyeral dealers in raw silks are broke : the

weavers haying no encouragement to work up the

silk, sold it, and drank the money. I beg you will

giye my service to l)r Sheridan, wlio 1 hope is reco-

vered. His old friend Lord C'lanearty drinks so hard,

it is believed he Avill kill himself before his law-suit

is ended. I hope you \vill like the country about a

month, and tlien order Mrs Whiteway and me to

bring a coach and six and set you safe at home, for this

is no riding weather. I am, with the most j)rofound

respect, dear Sir,

Your most obliged humble servant,

E. SlCAN.

FROM MKS \VH1TK\VAY.

Nov. 1.0, I7.'^.0.

Sir,

I AM most extremely obliged to you for the honour

you have done me, and the account is just what 1

feared, that you would be excessive weary, your shin

bad, and disappointed in the Doctor's Canaan. The

latter I am sorry is not agreeable to you, but your

shin gives me infinite trouble. I hope in God you
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liavc taken care of it : it* it is any running sore, dress

it twice a-(lay witli Venice turpentine, and the ) oik

of an crr^r beateii together, an efpial quantity of each.

Spread it thick on a dotli, and bathe it once a-day in

warm nulk : if it is only black and painful, apply

warm rum to it often. I'ray, sir, give orders your

meat mav be indifferentlv done ; and if the cook fails,

then desire it may be ill done ; I have known this

receipt very successful, and a dimier eaten with plea-

sure cooked with these directions. Voii are very rude,

Doctor Sheridan, to interrupt me when I am <;peak-

inix to tlie Dean ; no wonder I am so bad a listener,

Aviien vou are alwavs i)uttinij[ in your word. Vox take

that straitness in your breast, and ditliculty in breath-

ing. Drink warm ptisan, and nothiiig else, except

li(iu()rice tea in the morning, and ride every day. Sir,

I knt)w nothing of the Spanish liquorice, unless it

came with the rest of the tilings from the apothecary's,

or Mrs Sican ; but so tar your servant is right, that

what bundles I found on the bed, 1 })ut up ; I was

wronjr that I did not examine them ; let Dr Sheridan

take it jilcntifully, it is very good for him. I was at

the deanery two days ago ; ever}'thing is right there

;

the Hoor you lie in is all clean, and I desired Mrs
Kidgeway to get the great chair covered, and Jane

to put a fire once a-week in your chamber, and in the

drawing-room, to air the ladies and gentlemen. One
of the enclosed papers Mr Kenrick desired me to

send ; you see I keep to my word, and am determi-

ned never to trouble you with other people's busi-

ness. The vengeance take you, doctor, will you ne-

ver be quiet ? I tell you 1 have never a fat pigeon

for you, your goose I will not have : we are over-
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stoc^keti with iIkmii ; but 1 scud you Colonel Waller's

case, that came hcforo the liouse on Thursilay. 1 he-

licvc vou will wonikr, that alter the heavy ehar<ijcs

laid on Mr Throp so justly by the colonel, that he was

not ordered into eustody ; but to the sur|>rise of every-

IkhIv. the ehairnian was voted init oC the chair at one

of the clock in the morning, and so the allair ended.

It is true, there was a mistake of about ;i month be-

tween Colonel Waller's account of Mr Throp's in the

servin"- <^f a sub])(ena ; and I think it was a scandal-

ous thing, that a worthy member's word should not

be taken l)efore a little parson's oath.* I suppose you

expect I should answer your logic and compliments;

but do you think I have nothing else to employ me
but trifling away my time in murdering the language

with your ay con O mys ' T am no more a liar than

yourself; therefore you are obliged to accept of my
lx?st wishes and most humble respects ; so I have

done with you this time for good and all. Mr Dean,

I am sure Rochefoucault's maxim never fails ; I am
this moment an instance of it, taking a secret plea-

sure in all the little ruflles you meet with in the

country, in hopes it will hiistcn you to town. My he

olive branch has a more immediate loss than any of

us ; his body suffers as well as his mind ; for since he

• In the Legion Club, \V;J1 r i.s intrcKluced in the folhrning hit-

ler lines ;

—

Keeper, yon licll-fcatiu-rd l^rawler,

Is it S»t«n?—No; 'lis Waller.

In what fipiirc *1 " ' ' '

Jack the ^TiiiidftCi:. . .. i- :•-

Honc't Keeper, drive him further.

In hid look^ are hell and murther ;

See hit *r' .ij?c dn)j»,

JuJit a» Xil. . Hf r'd 'Ilirop.
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cannot enjoy the lja|){)incss and benefit of vonr con-

versation, lie aj)|)lies himself too eh)se to his studies;

in short, I tliink he is ahiiost in the state of tlie ecmi-

pany he entertains himself with all this morning;

and if you saw him in company of the attendants of

thegovernor ofCiluhhdiihdrii), you will fnid the same
horror seize you by lookini; on his countenance.*

My fair dau^^hter presents you her most humble and
obedient rcsj)ects ; says she is not at all chani^ed by
your absence, for whenever slu^ has the honour to see

you, you will still lind her the same. I am, Sir,

Your most obedient and

oblijjed lnnnl)le servant,

Martha \\'nrn:WAV.

Jane just came here with a poem of Mr Dunkin's

that was sent to the deanery, and this letter that

I enclose.

TO Mils WIIITKWAY.

Caran, Nov. 18, 1735.

Dkau Mauam,
W'l. were undone for want of your answer, and

thouLclit that Mr llochfort was at his country scat, to

whom I directed mine, as he was a franker. Never

* Mr Harrison w;ii* always very tliin, ;in<l of a weakly c<»nstitu-

tioii.— D. S. riio youiif^ «j€iitlcnian <lie<l in the February following?.
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luivtbinix of so small i kind was so vexations to mr
as this broken shin. 11 1 iiad a])])r(^hen(le(l tlie eon-

sequenees, I would not have stirrcMJ fVoni Dublin un-

til it was cured. It has })reventc(l my walking and

riding. An ajx^theeary the only doctor here, lias it

in eare» and I cannot say 1 am better. Hut the sur-

ircoii of the barrack iiere, a friend to the doctor, has

been with me this morning, saw the sore, and says it

is in a good way ; and that he will consult w^ith the

apothecarv, and soon tuakc me well. It smarts more

tcvdav than ever : but the surn^eon said, it was be-

cause some powder called precipitate (an like you)

was put on this morning, to eat off* the black skin in

the middle of the sore. It digests every day, but I

cannot digest it. I shall lose my health by sitting

still, and my leg in a chain like a (irattan in the gout.

I wish I had staid at home, and you had been my
surgeon. To say truth, this town and country arc so

disagreeable by nature and art, that I have no other

temptation to ride or walk except that of health ; our

house, and shoes, and streets, are so perpetually and

abominably dirty. Kight of the inhabitants came out

to meet me a mile or two from the town. The rest

would have come but for some unexpected impedi-

ment. In some days after, I invited the principal

men in town to sup with me at the best inn here.

There were sixteen of them, and I came oil' rarely for

about thirty shillings. They were all very modest

and obliging. Wild-fowl is cheap, and all very good,

except the ducks, which, though far from sea, have a

rank taste from the lakes. It is nothing to have a

present of a dozen snipes, teal, woodcock, widgeon,

duck, and mallard, &c. You would admire to see me
II
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at my eiulravours to su|)j)ly cK'aiury convi'iruiicts.

The c'liriicd tuit is two ijoiirs kin(Hin«r and two mi-

nntes decay InL^. Von aiv a little too jocose iij)oii

Mr I larrison's connteiiance. I liopf he lias no return

of illness, nor is more lean than I left hnn. He must

borrow an hour more from his studies, and bestow it

on exercise and mirth ; otlurwise he may he like the

miser, who, by not affbrdinLT iiimself victuals, died a

dozen years the sooner, by which he lost many a

thousand pounds more than if he had led upon ])hea-

sants, and drank bur^aindy every day. I must now
repeat the commission i mentioned. The old wo-

man, Jvenrick, anil J.and, nmst lind out Shele the

wine merchant ; a carrier will rro next week to the

deanery, be tau«dit to find out Shele with Kcnrick.

Shele must, as he promised, pack up twelve dozen of

liis claret which has been bottled three months alrea-

dy. This must be <i[ivcn to the carrier by Shele, and
ready j)ut up in some hampers as he will contrive. I

hope Mr Kochfort will be in town to send you this

letter.

I am ever yours ; and my love to the i^irl and boys.

Jon. Swift.

FROM MKS WIIITEWAY.

\ovcmlx>r 22, 17'>3.

Sir,

I REcrivE as a hioli favour your just reprimand

for not answering your letter by tlie first post; nay,

I will add another fault to it, by endeavourinf,^ to ex-

VOL. XVIII. 2 D
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disc nnscir. It was out of tlio bi^licst rcs])cct I did

not write, lest you sliouUl think nie too lorwaid in

t^ivinf trouble, l^ut. since 1 liave your licence, T will

not miss an (^])])ortunity of ])ayini^ my most luimhle

duty, and of acknowlctli;injj; the i^rcatest obligations

I ever lay under to any mortal. 1 have had the very

ill fortune to come late under yourtiare; yet even

tlie>e disadvantages do not hinder you from acting

the n)ost iViendly part, of endeavouring to enlarge

mv mind, and mend my errors ; you see how indus-

triouslv I avoid mentioning the word faults. AVhen

vou left us, 1 did uot think it would be ))ossil)le for

me to dread getting a letter from you ; but the ac-

count of vour leg, which I find worse and worse,

alarms me to that degree, that 1 tremble for the con-

sequence. I conjure you, dear sir, not to trust any

lon<^er to country helps
;
your a])petite, your health,

is in the greatest danger by sitting so much as you

must be obliged to do till that is well. I know life

is as little regarded by you as any one ; but to live

in misery, is what I am sure you ought to avoid. Tiie

wine was packed up on Tuesday last in a hogshead ;

I thought that was safer than a hamper: iNIr Ken-

rick and Laud were by all the time ; they and Mr
Shele were here with uic that night ; they tell me
tliey got large bottles, of which I gave a great charge.

]^Ir Shele desires the wine may be kept in the same

manner it is now packed, and taken out by half-do-

zens as it is used ; the mimbers taken out may be

chalked on the head of the vessel, to see that justice

is done; he thinks it will keep better that way than

perhaps in a cellar. I think you came off scandalous-

ly cheap, with treating sixteen gentlemen for a moi-
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dorc. I'r.iy, Doctor vSlicridan, wlii'ii the Dcaii next

uses yuu ill, tell him othis ])itiful (l()in<^^s.

My son is «i^reatly obli^anl to you, sir, for your care

and advice ; and assures me, your word shall be an ora-

cle to him. He has not had a return of his disorder;

yet his stomach is gone, and of consccjuence his spirits.

JNIr and Mrs Morgan have connnanded me to send

you their most ol)i>dient respects, and are nnich con-

cerned about your leg. I'ray, sir, date your letters.

T believe !)oth vou and Dr Sheridan liato writing the

word November ; tor not one ot" them have i)een da-

ted. 1 only hate the day of the month ; the truth was,

in my last 1 could not recollect it (for 1 think 1 for-

got it) and watched for some of the brats to tell me.

Lest I should do the same now, be ])leased to re-

member I write this November 22, 17ii2. I auj, Sir,

Your most obedient and

most obliged humble servant,

^Iaiitha ^VIIlTl:WAy.

#

If vou are pleased to direct to me under cover to Mr
Morgan, I shall get your letters. IVu-haps Mr
Koehfort may go out of town, and then I should

be lon<r without them.
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TO MRS WIIITKWAY.

NovcniWcr 22, 1735.

Deak Madam,
Having answered your long letter, wliieh was im-

proved by the doctor's* additions, I now tell you that

a Monday next, which will be the 24th instant, a car-

rier will go from hence, and is directed, by another

letter to you, to manage the business of sending the

twelve dozen of wine, w Inch Mr Shele has ready bot-

tled, and must see it packed up in his best manner
in hampers or hogsheads, as I mentioned in my last,

and that the wine was bottled (as he says) two months

before I came away. Kenrick and I^aud and the wo-

man will be vour assistants. The fellow will be with

you by Wednesday night or Thursday morning, and

I will write by him. I cannot say my shin is yet bet-

ter, although our apothecary and the barrack-surgeon

attend me ; but they see no danger, and promise I

shall recover in a few days. Meantime, 1 dare nei-

ther walk nor ride ; and yet I think my stomach is

better, and so may continue until 1 grow weary of

snipe, teal, widgeon, woodcock, hare, leveret, wild-

duck, field-fare. Sec. My service to your he and she

brats. Let Kenrick, my verger, know what I write

about the wine, that he and Laud and tiie woman
may be prepared ; this will save me a letter to hiui.

I am ever enticrcment a vou.s.

Mr Harri'i^)n s.—D. .S.
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(avHii, Nov. '22, 1735.

I SHALL never be ([uiet; a country autlior un-

known has sent mc a manuscript of two hundred

pa^es for my judi^nnent. Pray send me the three

quires of paper in (piarto, cut like this letter ; for the

doctor has swallowed up mine, and we liave none

left.

" I can assure you, dear madam, with pleasure,

that tlie Dean begins to look healthier and plumper

already ; and 1 liope will mend every day. But to

deal ])lainly with you, T am a little afraid of his good

stomach, though victuals are cheap, because it im-

proves every day, and I do not know how far this

may increase my family expenses. He pays me but

two crowns a-week for his ordinary ; and I own that

I am a little too modest to <^rLunble at it ; but if you

would give him a hint about wear and tear of goods,

I make no doubt but his own discretion would make
him raise his ])rice. Pray do this (as you do all other

things) in the handsomest manner you can. I am, to

you and yours, as much yours as the Dean alore-

said."

I desire you will hint to the doctor that he would

please to abate four shillings a-week from the ten,

which lie most exorbitantly makes me pay him ; but

tell him you got this hint from another hand, and

that all ])ublin cries shame at him for it.

Jon. Swift.
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Hatli, \nv. QQ, 1755.

Sir,

I HAVK been waitini^ for an opportunity to write

voii with safctv, becniiso I liad a nriiul to do it with

freedom ; and ])artic'idarly to ex])lain to you wliat 1

meant, wlitn I told von some time 3^x0, that I was

ahiiost tired ^\ ith struLrij^hng to no purpose against

universal ec^Tuption. I am now at the ]^ith, wluTe

there are at ])rcsent many Irish ilimilies, and though

I have enquired of theui all if any gentleman or ser-

vant was returning thither, yet I ean hear of none,

so that I am forced, if! write at all, to trust my let-

ter by the common ])ost. Nothing is more certain

than that this letter will he opened there, the rascals

of the office have most infamous directions to do it

ujx)n all occiisions ; but they would every man of

them be turned out, if a letter of mine to you should

escape their intuition. I am thinking what the mi-

nisters may get by their peeping ; wdiy, if I speak

my mind very ])lainly, they may discover two things
;

one is, that I have a very great regard for you ; tlie

other, that I have a very great contempt for them

;

and in everything I say or do, still set them at de-

fiance. These things, if they do not know before,

they are welcome to find out now ; and I am deter-

mined in some other points likewise, to speak my
mind ver>' plainly to you. You must know, then,

that when I said I grew weary of contending with

corruption, I never meant absolutely to withdraw
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myself fVoni parliament; perhaps I may not slacken

even my personal opj)ositi()n to the wieked measures

of tile administration, but really I tind my heaUh he-

<xins to re({uire some attention, and I labour under a

distemper u hieh llie loni^ sittinj^s in parliament bv

no means a«j;ree with. W'lien Mr l-'aulkner (KTivered

me your former hotter, (for I have sinee had one sent

me hither by Mr I'ope,) 1 was just got up trom my
bed, w here I had lain the whole niij^ht in most exces-

sive torture, w ith a violent fit ot the LTravel. I was

not able to write vou anv answer bv him, w ho was

to depart in two days, and ever bince I have been at

this ])laee drinkinf: the waters, in ho])es thev may be

ot' service to me. Beside this of my ill state of healtli,

I am convinced that our constitution is already gone,

and we are idlv struiXirlincr to maintain what in truth

has been loni^ lost, like some old fools here, with gout

and ])alsies at f(nirscore years old, drinking the wa-

ters in hopes of health again. If this was not our case,

and that the ])eoplc are already in effect slaves, would

it have been possible for the same minister, who had

])r(>jected the excise scheme, (before the heats it had

occ;isioned in the nation were well laid,) to have cho-

sen a new ])arliament again exactly to liis mind ? and

though ])erhaps not altogether so strong in numbers,

yet as well disposed in general to his purposes as he

could wi:>h. His master, I doidjt, is not so well be-

loved as I could wish he was ; the minister, I am sure,

is as nmcii hated and detested as ever a man was, and

yet, I say, a new parliament was chosen of the stamp

that was desired, just after having failed in the most

odious scheme that ever was projected. uVfter this,

what hopes can there ever possibly be of success ?
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Unless it \)c (rom confusion, wliii'li (iod forbid I

should live to sot\ In short, th(' wliolo nation is so

ahandoncd and corrupt, that the crown can never fail

of a majority in both Houses of l*arliauient ; he

makes them all in one house, and he chooses above

lialf in the other. Four-and-twenty bishoj)s and six-

teen Scotch lords, is a terrible wei^lit in One; Ibrty-

five from one country, beside the west of England,

and all the government boroughs, is a dreadful num-
b<.T in the other, ^^'e^e his majesty inclined to-mor-

row to declare his body coachman his first minister,

it would do just as well, and tlie wheels of govcru-

rnent would move as easilv as thev do w ith the sajxa-

cious driver who now sits in the box. J'arts and abi-

lities are not in the least wanting to conduct affairs ;

the coachman knows how to feed his cattle, and the

other feeds the beasts in his service, and this is all tlu^

skill that is necessary in cither case. Are not these

sufficient diflicultics and discouragements, if there

were no others ; and would any man strun-jrle a<rainst

corruption, when he knows, that if he is ever near de-

feating it, those wiio make use of it only double the

dose, and carry all their points farther, and with a

higher hand, than perhaps they at first intended ? l^e-

side all this, I have had ])articular misfortunes and
disappointments ; I had a very near relation of great

abilities, who was my fellow-labourer in the public

cause: he is gone; I loved and esteemed him much,
and perhaps wished to see him one day serving his

coimtrv in some honourable station ; no man was
more capable of doing it, nor had better intentions

for the public service than himself; and I may truly

say, that the many mortifications he met with, in ten
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or twelve years' strut^^lin^ in parliament, was the oc-

casion of liis ileatli. I have lost likewise the truest

friend, 1 may almost say servant, that ever man had,

in Mr Merrill ;* he understood the course of the re-

venues, and the |)ul)lie accounts of tlie kingdom, as

well, perhaps better, than any man in it, and it is

utterly impossible lor me to go througli the drudgery

by myself, "which 1 used to do easily with his assist-

ance, and herein it is that opposition galls the most.

These several matters 1 have enumerated, vou will

allow to be .sonic discouragcinentii ; but nevertheless,

^vhcn the time conies, I believe you will find me act-

ing the same ])art I have ever done, and which I am
more satisfied with mvself for liavin«:done, since my
conduct ha6 met with your aj)probation : and give

me leave to return you my sincere thanks for the

many kind exj)ressions of your friendship, which I

esteem as I ought, and will endeavour to deserve as

well as I can. You incpiire after Bolingbroke, and

when he will return from France. If he luid listen-

ed to your admonitions and chidiuirs about economy,

he need never have gone there; but now 1 fancy he

will scarce return from thence, till an old gentlemnn,

but a very hale one, ])leases to dic.j I liave seen se-

veral of your letters on frugality to our ])oor friend

John Ciay, (who needed them not,) but true patriot-

ism can have no other foundation. \Vh( n T see lords

of the iireatest estates meanly stoopiiiix totakeadir-

ty pension, because they want a little ready money

• John Morrill, Ks4]. member of parliament in 171*2 for Tregony,

and afterward for St Alhan's. He died in Derember, IT.*?!-.— N.

f Lord Bolinjjbroke's father, Lord St John.—\.
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for tlioir oxtr.ivnixancics, T cainiot lu'li) wisliin*!^ to see

some jxijHTs writ by you, that may, if possihU', sliamo

them out of it. This is thr only ihiui^ that cau re-

cover our constitution, ami restore honesty. T have

ol\en thought, tliat if ten or a dc^zon ])at riots, who are

known to he rich enoui^li to have ten dishes every

day for dinner, would invite their friends only to two

or three, it might ])erha]is shame those who cannot

afford two, from haviMtx constantlv ten, and so it

would be in every other circumstance of life ; hut

luxurv is our ruin. Tins grave stufi* that 1 have writ-

ten, looks like preaching, but I may venture to say

to you, it is not, ior I speak from the sincerity of my
heart. A\'e are told a peace is made; if it be true, I

am satisfied our ministers did not so much as know
of the negotiation ; the articles, which are the osten-

sible ones, are better than could be expected, but 1

doubt there are some secret ones, that may cost us

dear, and I am fullv convinced the fear of these will

furnish our ministers a pretence for not reducing a

single man of our army.

1 have just room to tell you a ridiculous story has

happened here. In the diocese of Wells, the bishop

and his chancellor have quarrelled : the consequence

has been, the bishop has excommunicated the chan-

cellor, and he in return has excommunicated the two

archdeacons. A visitation of the clergy was appoint-

ed : the bishop not being a!)le to go himself", directed

his archdeacons to visit for him. The chancellor alleges

from the constitution of him, this caimot be, and that

the bishop can delegate his power to nobody but

himself; so that probably all the clergy who attend on

the chancellor will be excouununicated by the bishop,
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and all who obey the orders of tlie arehdeaeons will

be cxcoininiinicated by the chancellor. 'I'lic bishop

in the cathedral, wIumi the sentence of exconiinnni-

eation was goin<r to be read, sent for it, and tore it in

the open church ; the chancellor afterwards aflixed it

on the church doors. There are a great many more
very ridiculous circumstances attendintr tliis affair,

which I cannot well explain ; but upon a reference

of the whole to niv lord hlLfh chancellor, I am told

he lias declared his opinion in support of his brother

chancellor. I am «;lad I have left no space to put my
name to the bottom of this letter ; after some thin^cs

I have said it may be impro[)er, and 1 am sure it is

needless, when 1 assure you no man ca!i be with more

sincerity and rcirard than I am,

Your most obedient himible servant.

FROM MRS WniTKW AY.

N'nVCIllljtT il'), 173.'>.

Sir,

I HAVE not known for some years tlie pleasure of

a post-day, till within these three weeks. I read vour

letters twenty times over. I tell you this to induce

you to continue me your favour ; for I know it is

your study to make the wretched happy. The wine
is ready for the carman, and all the caution taken
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tlial vi>u oMinnandiHl. ll I durst. I woulil rc'p'mi^

that yovi could think 1 should itMiuirr your orders

three times repeated to take eare ol wiiat you told

mo vour healtli de|)ended on. 1 rejoice to find your

stomach is better, but grieve to hear your \crr conti-

nues so long bad. 1 shall despise your surgeon and

apothecary, if they do not cure it immediately. A])ol-

lo has always waited on you, when it was not half so

material. Where the yengeancc is he now ? Alter

all, he justly quits you, since you haye left oJVinyo-

kiuii him. Idleness is your crime ; to imnish you he

confines you to a chair ; and the penance he enjoins,

is to employ your ])en once more ; ii' not, there are

vultures to prey on legs as well as liyers : I wish

you were safe out of their hands. I was at the dean-

ery on Saturday, though I forgot to mention it in my
last letter. My son was there yesterday ; and I would

have been there to-day, if a swelled face had not pre-

vented me. I have sent for Mr Kcnrick, or Mr
Laud, to let them know your commands. I must

beir the favour of you to deliver the enclosed to Dr
Sheridan, and to pardon my sealing it. You are sen-

sible there are secrets that the nearest friends must

not see. As you have nothing to do, be j)leascd to

write to me the heads of the two hundred pages in

manuscript, and I w ill give my opinion about it. I

must now entreat you to tliink of coming to town
;

I trust in (»od your shin will not retjuire it ; but con-

sider how it is possible for me to spend the winter

evenings, who have been so delightfully entertained

all summer at the deanery. I have staid till the last

moment before I sealed this, in ex|)ectation of seeing
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somobodv from your house, but am (lisa|)])()iiit((l. 1

promise to take rare to see tlie wine leave this place

Siif'e, and to send the paper by the carman. Mv son

and daughter are your most obedient servants.

T am, Sir, with the hi<j[hest respect,

Vour most oblii/ed and

most humi>le servant,

MaU IIIA W illTKWAV.

TO MRS WHITKW AY.

Cavan, Nov. 28, 1 735.

Dkau MADA:>r,

I TAKE advantat^e a day before the post to write

to you ; and this is the Hrst day I have ventured to

walk this fortnight past, except yesterday, when I

dined with my sur<reon at the barrack. This morn-

in«x I visited four ladies in the town, of which your

friend Mrs Donaldson was one. My whole journey

has been disappointed by this accident ; for T intend-

ed to have been a constant ride r, and as much a walk-

er as this dirty town would allow. Here are a thou-

sand domestic conveniences wanting ; but one pair

of tongs in the whole house ; the turf so wet, that a

tolerable fire is a miracle ; the kitchen is a cabin a

hundred yards oft* and a half; the house back and

fore door alwavs left open, which, in a storm, our

constant companion, threatens the fall of the whole
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eilitice : Matlain as cross as the devil, ami as lazy as

any ofhor sister sows, and as nasty. These are some
of our 1)1*111(1 sides. Hut we have a ^ood room to eat

in, and the wife and lodirers have another, where the

doctor often sits and seems to cat, but comes to my
eating-room, (whicli is his study,) there finishes his

meal, ami has share of a ])int of wine; the other ])int

is let't till ni'dit. Tlu>n we have an honest neiiihbi)ur,

Mr Trice, w ho sits the evenin<r, and wins our money
at backgammon, though the doctor sometimes wins

by liis blundering. As to meat, we are hard ])ut to

it. It is true, our beef and mutton are very good ;

but lor the rest, we are forced to take u[) with hares,

partridges, teal, grouse, snipes, woodcocks, plover,

silver-eels, and such trash ; which, although they be

plentiful and excellent in their kinds, you know are

unworthy of a refined Dublin dean. I expect before

this letter goes that the carrier w ill be here with the

wine, and that I shall have time to chide you for five

dozen of bottles broke by the ill packing up. lie set

out from hence on Tuesday, but I suppose cannot re-

turn till next week. I had, several days ago, a letter

from Mrs Sican, and another from her French so]),*

an excellent good one ; when you go that way, tell

her of this, witii my service, and that I will write to

her soon. Your letters have been so friendly, so fre-

• Tlio Dffctor calls young Dr Siran her French >()U, Ix'caiise he

was then trarclling in France. This y(»un;; gentleman was at last

unfortunately murdered, an he was travelling in Italy, in a \utHi-

rhai<*e, Hy a j>crson who firef! hi<* pintol at him from another |>ost-

rhaise, upon some dij^putc Ixrtwccn the (\n\f'r^ rnntcnding for the way.

— D. 8.
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(]ucnt. Mild so entcTtainin^^, ami ()l)li^c nu' so miicii,

that I am afraid in a little time tlu*y Avill make mr t(»r-

^vt tiiat voii arc a cousin, and treat yon as a tVicnd. It'

A[)()llo has entirely ne«;lceted my head, can yon think

he will descend to take care of my shin ? Karthly

ladies forsake us at forty, and the nuises discard us at

iitty five. I have mentioned that rascal Kow to l)r

JJelanv, who defended him as well as he couKl, hut

very weaklv : if the doctor will not cast him oil', ho

^vill just y expose himselt to censure.

I wish vou would speak to your dearly beloved

monster .Mr J/ightburjie, \shen he comes to town,

about mv Larac^r agent, to pay me some money,

and to re[)roach (Godwin tor his infamous neglect of

mv allairs. He is one of vour f"av(nnites, and Li^ht-

burne another ; 1 hope I am not the third.

I have just spoken about the thread to ^Irs She-

ridan, who tells me that what vou desire is to be had

here every market-day : and thai .Mrs Donaldson un-

derstands it very well. ** To carry on the thread of

the discourse, T discovered the little dirtv b—h, the

fire-maker, to be the ojiener of the doors, and the

leaver of them so; for which the Dean had her luiijied

this evening by the cookmaid ; for wliich he paid her

a threepence,* and gave the little girl a j)enny for

being Imaged : anil because the cook did not lu;r

her well enough, he f{ave her a lu'^uin^i:, to shew lier

the wav. 'I'hese arc some of our sublimer amuse
ments. 1 wish you were here to partake of them.

• A little silver piece current in tlioso days ; but tlic species haa*

l>een lon«; worn out.—D. S.
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'I'lu' i>iilv tliiiisl ot imp(Mt:nu'(^ I can trll vou is"

—

(Av. what is it ^-^ Wc sliall he ljan<^i'ii ratlur than

take ii|> any niori^ of this j)aj)cr. It is true that the

legion club is sinking the value of gold antl silver to

the same with Kngland,an(l are puttitig four ])ounds

a liogsheatl more dutv on wine ! The cursed vij)crs

use all means to increase the mnnhers of absentees.

AN'ell, 1 must go to the market about this thread. It

is now "Nov. 29 ; 1 tear the doctor will hedge in a

line. 1 have uow got Mr Morgan's heathenish Christ-

ian name,* and will direct my letters to him. I am
to finish a letter to Mrs Sican ; I desire you will call

on her sometimes. My love to your brats. I have

settled with Mrs Donaldson about the thread ; but

will order a double (juantity, that you may knit

stockings for your dear self. Let the doctor con-

clude I am ever, kc. " Madam, T have only room
to tell you that I will see you the 12th or llith of

December;) excuse along parenthesis: your most

obedient and"

* Marnis Anthony Mor^ran, nipnil>rr for the l)oroiif;li of Atliy.

He is mrntionf<I in tlio Doan's sntiro, rntitlcd the Legion Club.

IJle«»'- u"-. Morgan, art thou tlnrc, man?

Bleat mine eyes, art thou the rhaimian ?

15
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FROM MRS WHITKWAV

Dublin, Norember t><), IT.V*.

Sir,

1 NEVER was more out of temper in mv life than

I have hevn these two days ; veNtenlay tliat I did

not hear from yon, and to-dav at the ro<aie that

bron'dit your letter to Mr Kenriek at ten last ni«:ht.

and the disapj)()intmciit we have met witli from him
that was to earry the wine to Cavan. The enelosed

letter ^ives so full an aceount, that I need add no-

thin«^ to it, but his bein<r a ii;;ht county of Cavi111

man. I desire Dr Sheridan will take care for the

future not to em})loy them about your business ; I

owe him this reflection for trustiuir such roL^ues.

Pray, sir, tell me what I shall do in this business ;

shall I get Mr Shele and Mr Kenrick to look out for

an honest carman, and a^^rce, as cheap as we can, to

carry it to you ? for I tind there is no depending on

the doctor's countrymen. Had you assured me, as

you say the surgeon does, that your leg was better,

my joy would be ecpial to the uneasiness I have suf-

fcied on that occasion. I fear I shall never have the

pleasure of being with you on your birth-day ; were
my purse as heavy as my heart is, tliat I cannot be

with you to-morrow, I would this ni^ht have been

at Cavan, and have left it on Monday mornin*:.

I shall make a great entertainment to-morrow for

my family, to celebrate the Draj)ier's birth-day, and
drink his health. My two eldest cubs (match me

VOL. XVIII. 2 E
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tbaf^ l^rosent vow \hc\v ]uos\ luimblo and obedient

rcspeets, -with their hearty Avishes of'loni; life, health,

and liaj)])incss, to attend you. 'l'h(>y (hnst not take

the liberty to send this with their hand, but do it

ivith their heart. I send you their own words ; but

where shall I find any that can express what 1 would

sav on tiic subject ? 'I'iie most sincere would be what

1 desire for myself whilst 1 continue in this world,

which is health and quietness. This I pray God grant

you in the largest proportion, and life as long as you

shall desire it

!

JNIr Morgan's heathenish name is Marcus Anto-

nius ; I saw him and his lady yesterday, who both

say they should be glad to kiss your hand ; his eldest

son is in the measles. Last night died the Bishop

of Ossory, of an inflammation on the lungs ; he

caught cold on Sunday at the Castle-chapel. We
have provided one of the bishoprics for Doctor Mar-

lav.

I am told by some people that Lord Orrery in-

tends to make vou and Doctor Sheridan a visit ; if

so, I fear it will be a long time before you will think

of returning here. I expect a long letter from Doc-

tor Sheridan, in answer to all that I have said to him
in this.

I think this is so well written, that it needs no

apology for a bad pen. I am, Sir,

Your most humble and

most obedient servant,

M. WinTi:\VAV.
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FKOxM MRS WHITEWAY.

Dublin, Dec. J, 17.S5w

Sill,

T "NVADrn this niorninir tliroii«{li dirt and rain to

the deanery : but I ])lac'e no more to your account

than i'voni IIi<>li Street. 1 found evervthinti; in jjreat

order
;
your bed and window-curtains cleaned, and,

to my satisfaction, the great chairs covered ; tlie do^r.s

in hiii;h spirits, tlie women in good humour, and Mr
Kenrick and Mrs llidLj-cwav on dutv. I am (luite

ashamed of my entertainment on Sunday. The Dra-

pier's birth-day was celebrated by Mr Laud with a

dinner of wild-duck, plover, turkey, and pullet ; two

bowls of punch, and three bottles of claret. At night

Mr Kenrick gave a supper, with an ocean of punch.

^

Their houses were illuminated, and the bells rung.

Several other houses followed their example.

I am almost reconciled to your surgeon ; the next

letter, I hope, will finish our quarrel. AMien he has

set vou firmlv on your le<xs, if making i^ods were not

out of fashi(^n, I would translate him ; however, he

shall be my saint.

As you have been remarkable for never being se-

vere on the ladies, I am sinprised you should say

that we forsake the men at forty. I deny the fact

;

%yhilc they sing our praises, we continue to hold

• He was tlic Dean's vcrgcr.
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tlicni in ndniiration. Voy an example of this, I oivc

tl'.e author ot' the Lady's l)ressin;j:-riH>n), and Stre-

j)hon and C'hloe, who, hy wrilin-^ these poems, gain-

ed the hearts of the wliole sex.

1 heaitilv pity you for want of meat ; 1 wish I

could send vou a lar«j[e shoulder of nuitton. tVesli

killed ; how pure and sweet it would eat I I have just

left part of one in the parlour ; the very thoughts of

it make me hungry again : 1 think T will go down

and take the other sliee.* I know it is not to any

pur})ose to reproach you w ith avarice, for a ])oor ])int

of wine amonrr three of vou. AVhatever you do at

home, 1 am ashamed to find you shew it at Cavan :

I suppose your excuse will be at the expense of the

poor carman ; but. if you had any generosity, you

would live on the public, as 1 do, till your rents came

in. l)r Sheridan says, '* You gave private orders,

and countermanded the wine, to spunge on him." I

own I think it looks like it, or you would not have

let the man come to town without a car.

I see you are proof against storms within and

without doors, or you would not think of staying in

the country when the doctor leaves it. There is no

occasion for you to convince the world that you want

but one trial to outdo Socrates in everything ; let

not this keep you, for I i)romise to provide one for

three shillings and fourpence that shall outshine So-

lomon's brawler.

• HcTf Mrs Wliiteway is rnerry with the dwtor, who coiihl not

endure mutton which had not liccn killed three or four dayn Ik*fore

:

on the contran*. Mrs Whitcwav liked hern so fresh that I)r Swift

used pleasantly to say of her, " Tiiat she liked mutton that waij kill-

ed to-njorrow."—D. S.
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Molly ami VDiin^ llaniNoii aru ^nowii so saucy at

seeing their names so oi'len in your letters, that i can-

not <;ovcrn thcin : pray Ik* pleased to take them down
a litlK'. All that 1 can do to vex thcui, is not to send

you their coniulnncnts. Mv son entreats you will

finish your J-atina Anglia treatise; which he desires

you will immediately send him a copy of.

Doctor Slkridan's last letter is so lon«c and lull of

particidars, that I cannot answer it till 1 see him. 1

am so proud ot being discarded from being a cousin,

that for the future 1 shall not own either Ksq.

or Mr lor relations ; nor ever dare to think

you a favourite. But 1 hope you will allow me to

term you mv oracle, and to acknowledge myself.

Sir,

Your most luunble and

most obedient servant,

Martha \\ iiukwa v.

TO MRS W lllTKW^AY.

Caran, Dec. 6, \7S5.

Oka II Madam,
I HAVE yours of Nov. the 29th. The doctor, who

is always sanguine, reckoned upon the wine as sure

as if it had been in his cellar under the stairs ; but I,

Avho am ever dcs})onding, told him 1 was sure there

would be some disappointment. 1 matter it not, for
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\N r have 0110111:11 still to hold ns a ivasoiiahlo tcMMii. at
«

one lH)ttlc a-(lay hetwcuMi us, al least il" lie ^volllll

leave ofVinvitiiiij: Mr 15rooke, vounii M»' I'riee, J'ar-

son Kiehardson, Mr Nash. Mi .laeoh, siirireon of the

troo]). S(jnire Fleminir o{ Halhavnoekhye, Doetor

O'Ncil, Doctor I'liuld, Parson Charlton of l^lvae-

thonyeiil, besides the rest of our C'avan <;eiitry and

neiirhhourhood. I will not have the wine sent by

any carrier on ])uriH)se : it would be a eont'ounded

expense: but we will wait until a farther ojiportii-

iiitv l)v Marcus Tullv, the irenuine orator and ear-
• • •

~

rier of our citv. I refused a lonix time to shew the

doctor that part of your letter, which reflects upon

not only his countrymen, but his townsmen, and

iifty to one but u])on one of his own or madaiirs

cousins ; vet tiicre is no daiiLrer of kindred, for our

town agrees that Tully is an honest carrier. I was

in hopes your great entertainment had been for your

tenant, with his half year's rent. 1 am sorry that it

was on account of some scrub Drapier, of whom I ne-

ver heard. Only 1 know they are all rogues, and 1

shall not pay for their extravagance. I forgot to tell

you tliat the barrack-surgeon ])rescribed the very

same medicine that you advised for my shin. My
leg is so well, that I have been twice riding, and

walk in the town, that is to say in tlie dirt, every

day. We have now a fine frost, and w alk safe from

dirt ; but it is like a life at court, very slippery. I

do not like to see my money laid out in cleaning

curtains and covering chairs ; !)ut, since, as you say,

you are pleased to be at that expense, I thaiikfidly

submit. The dcK'tor will be with von on Friday

next: he goes to see the (iraiid Monde, and beg
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siibscriplions to l)uil(l a scliDol-lioiisf. \\r taxes voii

only ;it ten t^iiineas. I am to stay with niadani and

her (iaii^litcr until his return, wliieli will 1)0 about a

month hence* wlien the days «jrow lonixerand warm-

er. Vox take eouiitry ladies' ilinners. In spite of all

I eould say, I was kept so late by ihiir formality on

Thursday hist, that I was forced to ride fiye iniles

after nii^ht-fall, on the worst road in lMn<)j)e, or coun-

ty of Cayan. 'I'he doctor caimot haye time to write

a word : he expects a roi^ue of an a^enl this cyenini^,

who will not conic, with two or three hundred ])onnds

arrears, by which means 1 shali be kept here for want

of money, \vhieh 1 was fool enough to exj)ect to *fct

Irom him, to bear my charges back. My shin cubt

me three f^uiiicas, and 1 hroui^ht but twenty ])ounds.

I desire the room and bed I lie in may be often air-

ed. The doctor will not lie at the deanery, because

it is far from his friends, and he is afraid of robbers.

I approve your name of cub ; but may your male

cub never sit in the club I I \vill not pay the three

shillings ami iburpence for a wite, as you propose,

because I can get one here lor two thirtcens. ^Mrs

Donaldson is makinir the thread ^yith her own fair

iiuixers. I dare not come to town till Mi^s Harrison

Lfiyes me a i^encral di>char«ie. I desire to know her

utmost demands. My chief amusement here is back-

<;ammon. I)r Sheridan is a peevish bnnj^lcr, and I

sometimes \yin his money. .Mr l^ice is an expert

civil iTiiniester, and I always lose to him. This is the

state of mv allairs. The doctor is come up, and says

he \yill not write a ^y()rd, because he is busy, and

will sec you soon. /w///r nou.s', I will not stay when

the doctor is gone : but this is a secret : and if my
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lioaltli ami the weather will ])erniit, 1 will be in town

two or three days after him. So I close this letter,

and remain criticrcmcnt a vous, kn.

Mv humble service to the beartT* and his lady.

God ever bless you and your fire-sidt.

lO rilK DIKK OF DOHSF/r.

Dec. 80, 17^.0.

Mv Lord,

Youu grace fairly owes nic one Inmdred and ten

|>ounds a-ycar in the church, which 1 thus prove. I

desired you would bestow a preferment of one hun-

dred and fifty pounds a-year to a certain clergyman.

Your answer was, that I asked modestly ; that you

would not promise, but you would grant my request.

However, for want of good intelligence in being (af-

ter a cant word used here) an expert kingfisher, that

clergyman took up with forty pounds a-year; and I

shall never trouble your grace any more on his be-

half. Now, by plain arithmetic it follows, that one

hundred and ten pounds remain : and this arrear I

have assigned to one Mr John Jackson, a cousin-

gcrmau of the (^rattans, who is Vicar of Santry, and

has a small estate, with two sons, and as many daugh-

Mr .Mr.rgaij, to whom this letter uaa ciirelopcd.—D. S.
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ters, all grown up. lie has lain some years as a weight

upon nic, which I voluntarily took up on account of

his virtue, piety, and good sense, and niodestv almost

to a fault. Your grace is now disposing of the (U-

brU^ of two bishoprics, among which is the deanery

of Ferns, worth between eighty and one hundred
])ounds a-year, which will make this gentleman t^a-

sier ; who, besides his other good qualities, is as luval

as you could wish.

I anmot but tliink, that your grace, to whom Ciod

has given every amiable ([uality, is bound, when you

have satisfied all the expectations of those who have

power in your club,t to di^ something at the recpiest

of others, who love you on your own account, with-

out expecting anything for themselves. I have ven-

tured once or twice to drop hints in favour of some
very deserving gentlemen, who I was assured had

been recommended to you by j)ersons of weight
;

but I easily found by your general answers, that al-

though 1 have been an old courtier, you knew how
to silence me, by diverting the discourse : w hich

made me rcHect that courtiers resemble gamesters,

the latter finding new arts unknown to the older;

and one of them assured me, that he has lost fourteen

thousand pounds since he lefl off plav, merely by
dabbling with those who had contrived new refine-

ments.

My lord, I will, as a divine, quote Scripture : Al-

though the children's meat should not be aiven to

* The sliattorcd rrmains.—H.

f Tlic Parliament of Ireland.— II.
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do<ns vet tlic dogs cat the srraps tliat fall fVt)ni the

rhildreirs table. This is the .scvoiul nujucst 1 liave

ever made your grace directly. Mr Jackson is con-

deiiiiKHl to live on his own small estate, part where-

of is in his parish, about four miles from hrnee, w licre

he has built a family house, more expensive than lie

intended. Tie is a clergyman of lon«r standin*;, and

of a most unl)lemi^hctl I'haraeter ; hut tlie misfortune

is, he has not one enemy to whom I miglit appeal

for the truth of what 1 say. l*ray, my lord, be not

alarmed at the word deanery, nor imagine it a di«r-

nitv like those we have in Kngland ; for, exee])t three

or four, the rest have little })ower, rather none, as

dean and chapter, and seldom any land at all. It is

usually a living, consisting of one or more ])arishes,

some very poor, and others better en(h)wed ; but all

in tithes. -Mr Jackson cannot leave his preserit situ-

ation, and only desires some very moderate addition.

My lord, I do not deceive your grace, when I say,

you will oblige great numbers even oi' those who are

most at your devotion, by conterring this favour, or

any other, that will answer the same end. MiiJtny

Uq. veniet Wfinus (luailio qurr—Sit vuh'i, {navi jnulfo

idurcfi snmus) ac icluti tc—Jnda'i cogcmufi In liatic dc-

cedcre turhiim,

I would have waited on your grace, and taken the

privilege of my usual thirteen minutes, if I had not

been prevented by my old disorder in my head ; for

which 1 have been forced to confine myself to the

precepts of my physicians.
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FKUM rill-: i:akl oi' okkiihv.

Dr.AK Sir,

1 HAVi: tlioiitilit it nioiv tliaii a cviiturv since I saw

\<)ii. I cmwlcd out to you on Satuicla}, but w;U)

forced to conic troni your house and <;() to bed ; since

which time I have not stirred out of my chamljer.

My cold continues still had ; and has been hangin<^

upon me now for alH>vc a fortnight. Pray tell me
\vhen I mav h()[)e to see you a^ain : cl tmtd.s (tut/irc

i't rx'dilcre races. \ dine at home to-morrow : \n ill

you share a fowl with me ? 1 am scarce able to Iiold

up my head ; but the sight of you will go a great

wav toward recoverini>"

Your ever obliged and faithful servant,

Ukui:uv.

FIIO.M MJ{S rKM)AK\'KS.

Hiitli, .Ian. 17 r,r,-f\

Sir,

T AM told vou have some thou'dits of comiuLT here

in the spring. I do not think it pr()|)er to tell you
liow well pleased I am with that faint prospect: for

such 1 must call it till the report is confirmed with
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your own hand. 1 writt* all in liastr to know il' vou

reallv have any such design ; for ilyoii iiavc, 1 sluill

order u\\ afVairs acvt^rdiniilv, that T mav bo able to

moot vou Iktc. 'I'he ^^ood old I'ustoni ol' wisliini^ a

happv new year to one's friends is now ex[)loded

amongst our refined peo])le of the present age; but

I lio]>e you will give nie leave to tell you, without

Ix'ing oftended, that I wish you many years of hap-

piness. The ])hysicians have at last advised my sis-

ter to the l^ath waters. We have been here a fort-

niMit : thev do not disajxree with her ; this is all can

be said of them at present. 1 wrote to you from l*a-

radise, and hope there is a letter of yours travelling

towards me: I think I have used you to a bad cus-

tom of late, that of w riting two letters for one of

vours. I am often told 1 have great assurance in

writing to you at all ; and to be sure I nmst do it

with great fear and trembling. I am not believed

when I atlirm I write to you with as nnich ease as

to any correspondent 1 have ; for I know you are as

much above criticising a letter of mine, as 1 should

be below your notice, if I gave myself any affected

airs : vou have encouraged my correspondence, and

I should be a brute if I did not make the best of such

an opportunity.

Bath is full of people, such as they are ; none

worth giving you any account of: my solace is Mrs

Barber, whose spirit and good countenance cheers

me whenever I hear or see her ; she is at present

pretty well.

Company is this moment coming up stairs, and I

can only add tiiat I am, Sir,

Vour most faithful humble servant,

M. Penuakvks.
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TO MU rAlLKNKR.

January 8, 1733-6.

Mr l'\\UI.KNr.K,

1 AM answ'crint; a Ktter I liad iroxn Mr 1*uj)l*,

wlicii I was at Caraii. Mv absence and sickness,

since 1 retired, have liiiulered nie from writin*'' to

liim. He Ci)n]|)lains ot" liis unhukiness tliat voii

could never iind liini at ht)nie, uhicl), lie says, since

his mother's dcatl>, he is often absent from. I here

will transerii)e a paragraph which relates to you, and

I desire vou will return an answer to it, time erunndi

for me to semi a letter to-ni'dit, and 1 w ill insert the

snm of it.

•' As to his (Mr Faulkner's) desitrn about my works,

I beg you will desire him to ])ostpone it, initil he

sees the duodecimo edition of them here, witli the

first volume, published by liintot : for that, joined

to the rest by (iillever,* will make the completest

hitherto extant, and is revised by me. I guess they

will be out at Christmas."

l*ray, let me know what answer 1 shall make to

Mr l\)pe : write it down and send it by any mes-

senger, the sooner the better, for 1 am an ill writer

at night.

I am yours, ^c.

Jon. Swift.

I think you may send your answer by tiie bearer, for

it !ieed not take above two lines.

* Lawton (iillover, a IxiokscUer.— H.
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FROM i)i{ sni:ini)A\.

Cavan» Jan. 17, 17'»''-^»

Deak SllJ.

1 ur.CKlVKi) your letter oi' n^proaclirs willi ])li^a-

siirc ; and as 1 know voii hate exeuses, I shall make

none. A\ hoever has inlornied you that I was not in

mv scliool at the right time a])]K)inte(l, has not done

me justiee ; for whatever else 1 may disa])])oint, that

shall be inviolably and })unct;ially observed by me.

As lor my (luoudam friends, as you style them,

quon-(1am them all. It is the most decent way I ean

curse them ; for thev lulled me asleep till they stole

my school into the hands of a blockhead, and have

driven me toward the latter end of my life to a dis-

agreeable solitude, where I have the misery to reflect

u|>on my folly in making such a ])erfidious choice, at

a time when it was not in my nature to suspect any

soul upon earth. ********
Now to think a little for myself. The Duke of

Dorset does certainly owe me a small living, for the

expensive entertainment I gave him from Terence.*

I only want a proper })erson to dun him ; and I know
it will be done if my J.ord ( )nery will undertake it.

Do not think me sanguine in this ; for more unlikely

• TTiijJ wa.H a plar of Terfnrr, acted l»v ^Iie doctor's gcholars for

the eDtertainmcnt of the dukcw-«-I). S.
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and less reasonable favours have l>een trraiitcd. (iod

knows wIirthtT, (lurinLT niv lile, we shall have ai)o-

ther scholar sent ns for a lord-Heutenant. » • •

1 wish you as much liappincss as I have ])la^uc,

Avliich is enough tor any honest man. I am, dear

Sir,

Your most obedient very hund)le servant,

Thomas Shkkidan.

TO MR POPi:.

It is some time since I dined at the Bisliop of

l)erry\s, where Mr Seeretary Cary told me, with

great concern, that you were taken very ill. 1 have

heard nothinsx since, onlv I have continued in jxreat

pain of mind, yet for my own sake and the world's,

more than for yours ; because I well know how little

you value life, both as a philosopher, and a Christian ;

particularly the latter, wherein hardly one in a mil-

lion of us heretics can ecjual you. If you are well re-

covered, you ou^^ht to be re])roached lor nut puttint^

me especially out of pain, who could not bear the loss

of you ; althou<^h we must be for ever distant as

nuich as if I were in the ij-rave, for whieli mv years

and continual indisposition are preparini^ me every

season. 1 have staid too lonix from pressing vou to
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aivo me some ease bv an aecoimt of vour lioalth ;

pniy cio not use me so ill any more. 1 look upon

you as an estate from which I receive my best an-

nual-rents, although I am never to see it. Mr Tickell

wt8 at the same meetini; under the same real concern

;

and so were a hundred others of this town who had

never seen you.

I read to the liishop of Derry the paragraph in

vour letter which concerned him, and his lordship

expressed his thankfulness in a manner that became

him. He is esteemed here as a person of learning,

and conversation, and humanity, but he is beloved

by all people.

I have nobody now left but you : pray be so kind

as to outlive me, and then die as soon as you please,

but without pain, and let us meet in a better place,

if my religion will permit, but rather my virtue, al-

though much unequal to yours. Pray let my Lord

Bathurst know how much I love him ; I still insist

on his remembering me, although he is too much in

the world to honour an absent friend with his letters.

My state of health is not to boast of; my giddiness

is, more or less, too constant ; I sleep ill, and have a

poor appetite. I can as easily write a poem in the

Chinese language as my own : I am as fit for matri-

mony as invention ; and yet 1 have daily schemes for

innumerable essays in prose, and proceed sometimes

to no less than half a dozen lines, which the next

morning become waste paper. What vexes me most

is, that my female friends, who could bear me very

well a dozen years ago, have now forsaken me, al-

though I am not so old in proportion to them, as I

formerly was : which I can prove by arithmetic, for

15
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then I was double their aprc, which now I am not.

Pray put nic out of fear as soon as you can, about

that ugly report of your illness ; and let me know
who this Cheselden* is, that has so lately sprung up
in your favour. Give me also some account of your

neighbour! who writ to me from liath : 1 hear he re-

solves to be strenuous for taking off the test ; which

grieves me extremely, from all the unprejudiced rea-

sons I ever was able to form, and against the maxims
of all wise Christian governments, which always had

some established religion, leaving at best a toleration

to others.

Farewell, my dearest friend ! ever, and upon every

account that can create friendship and esteem.

.Ton. Swift.

' FROM LADY BETTY GERMAIN.

February 10, 17.S.S-6.

I AM sorry to hear your complaints still of giddi-

ness. I was in hopes you would have mended, like

my purblind eyes, with old age. According to the

custom of all old women, I must recommend to you

a medicine, which is certainly a very innocent one,

The celebrated surgeon and anatomist.

—

Bowles-
+ Mr Pulteney.

VOL. xvm. 2 F
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and they say docs <;rcat <i;ood to tlial distemper, ^vlliell

is only wearinii oil-clolh llie breadtli of your feet, and

next to your skin. 1 haye oltcn found it to do me
good for the lieadaeli.

T do not know wliat olVences the Duke of Dorset's

club, as you call them, connnit in your eyes ; but, to

my apprehension, the ])arliament cannot but behave

well, since they let him have such a quiet session.

And as to all sorts of ])olitics, they are now my utter

aversion, and I will leave them to be discussed by

those who have a better skill in them.

If my niece has been humbled by being nine years

older, her late inherited great fortune will beautify

her in the eyes of a great many peoj)le ; so she may
grow proud again upon that. The Countess of Suf-

folk is your humble servant. Mr l\)pe and she ap-

pear to have a true value for one another, so 1 sup-

pose there is no doubt of it ; I will answer for my
friend's sincerity, and I do not question Mr Pope's.

A\'hy. i)ray, do you fancy I do not desire to cultivate

Mr Pope's acquaintance? But perhaj)s, if I seek it

too much, I might meet with a rebulf, as you say her

M. did. However, we do often dine together at third

places ; and as to my own house, though he would

be extremely welcome, he has too numerous friends

and acquaintance already to spare me a day, unless

you will come to England, and then he might be in-

duced to meet you here. Mrs liiddy Floyd has pass-

ed thus far of the winter in better heallh than usual,

though her cough will not forsake her. She is much
your humble servant, and so is most sincerely your

old friend,

K. CiKKMAIN.
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TO ^^IRS WHITEWAV.

Febniar)' 18, I'l'iS-G.

My Dkar ^lAr)A:vr,

I PITY you and your family, and I Iiuartily pray

for both : 1 pity myself, and my prayers are not

wantin^^ : but I pity not him.* I count already that

you and I and the world must lose him : but do not

lose yourself. I was born to a million of disappoint-

nient^i ; 1 had set my heart very much upon that

young man ; but I find he has no business in so cor-

ru])t a w^orld. Therefore ])ray take courage from

Christianity, which will assist you when humanity
fails : i wish 1 were in his condition, with his vir-

tues. I am a little mending, to my shame be it spo-

ken. I shall also lose a sort of a son as well as vou ;

only our cases are different ; for you have more, and
it is your duty to preserve yourself for them. T am
ever your most aftectionate and obedient, cVc.

Jon. Swift.

* Theoj)hilu> Harrison, Esq., a young gentleman of thrce-and-

twenty, who was then upon liis death-bed.—D. S.
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FROM THE BlSllor OF KIL.MORE*

Fe))niary 23, 1 735-6.

Hr.VE.REND Sir,

I SEND you the wliolc picce,f such as it is : I fear

you will liud the addition, pursuant to your hint,

heavy ; for I could not get my imagination warmed
to the same degree as in the former ])art. I hope you
will su]i])ly what shall he wanting of spirit ; and

when you have pruned the rougii feathers, the ands

and thats, &'c., you will send the Kite to the FauU
coner, to set it a-tiying.

I am your very faithful and

obedient servant,

J. H.

May not I claim three or four copies when printed?

• Dr Josiah Hort, aftenvard Archbislirtj) f»f Tuani.—N.

t A satire on Qiiatlrille, fur which Mr Faulkner the printer, fell

under the lash of g<»vernment, and wa-s iniprinoned* The I^ean Ha.s

very indignant at the hishop's backwardness in not standing forth

to save Faulkner. Sec his letter of 12th May, 1736.
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TO MISS IIAKIUSON.

Feb, 23, 1736-0.

Dear Miss IIaukison,

I AM in all possihle'conccm for your j)resciit situa-

tion : I heartily wii>li you could prevail on your mo-
ther to remove immediately to some friend or nei<^h-

bour's house, that she may he out of tlie sight and

hearing of what must be done to-day. I wish your

eldest brother A\ hiteway would take care to carry

her to some ])art of the town where she miglit con-

tinue until your house may be put in order, and

everything that miglit renew the memory of melan-

choly objects be removed. Let your brother White-

way write to me, that I may know how you all are,

particularly your poor mother.

1 am ever, &c.

Jon. Switt.

FKOM 1)11 SllKKIDAN.

FebriKiry i>3, 1735-6.

Dear Sir,

I AM extremely concerned to tind your old disor-

der has got hold of you again, which would not have
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happened if you had taken my adviee to eoiitinue

here where vou were well. 1 eanntU hcli) retorlin(^

that I never knew any person so imkuIn isahle as you
are, csjieeially as it comes from nu\ who am famous

for givinix the best advice, and lollowin*; the worst.

Surely Mr cannot be so uninst as to let me
be above ])o\mds a sufferer lor that ])r()flii;ate

brute he shaked off u])on me ; if he does ])ersevere

in it, 1 will let all mankind know, that he acts ratiier

Hke a little rascally Irish solicitor than a man of ho-

nom- T have alreadv almost finished a dialoiiue be-

tween Lady IJetty 'I'attle and .lolm Solcnm, (if my
money be not paid, necessity must make me write

for bread,) upon a subject they will not much like:

which I vow to Cod shall be j^ublished. As I do not

wear a sword, 1 nmst have recourse to the weapon in

my hand. It is a better method than a lawsuit. My
school only sup])lies me with ])resent food, without

which I cannot live. I hope, if I have any fViends

left, it may increase, and once more put me out of a

miserable dependence upon the caprice of friendship.

This vear has been to me like steerinir throu'di the

Cycladcs in a storm without a rudder ; I hope to have

a less dangerous and more open sea the next ; and as

you are out of all danger to feel the like sufferings,

I prav (jod you may never feel a dun to the end of

your life ; for it is too shocking to an honest heart. It

grievc»s me much to hear j)oor Mr Harrison is in such

a dangerous way. I pray God preserve him, not only

for his poor mother's sake, but the good of mankind
;

for I think I never knew so valuable a young man.

I beseech you to let me know, by the next post, how
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he is. I fear the worst ol'tliat horrid trrachcrous dis-

temper. 1 aiiK dear Sir, with all rebpect,

Voiir most obedient and

very lunnhle servant,

TiiuMAs Sjii:uidan.

I lost sixty-six pounds by a rogue who run oiY to

Drumcor last year.

TO MRS WIIITKWAY.

February *r>, 1735-6.

Dfaii Maua:\i,

In the midst of your grief and my own for the

same misfortune, I eaimot forbear eomplaining of

your eonduct throuLrh the whole course of vour af-

fiiction, which made you not only neglect yourself,

but the greater part of those who are left, and by the

same law of nature, have an e(pial title to your care.

I writ on Mondav to Miss Harrison, that she would

beg you, in my name, to remove some hours to a

neighbour, that your ears might not be harassed with

the preparations for what was then to be done. She

told me vou would not vield ; and, at the same time,

she much feared she must lose you too. Some degree

of wisdom is required in the greatest calamity, be-

cause God requires it ; because he knows what is best

for us, because he never intended anything like per-

fect happiness in the present lite ; and, because it is
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our iliity, as well as interest, to submit. I will make

you another proposal, and shall take it very unkind-

ly if you do not comply, ll is, that you would come

hither this day immediately, where you will have a

convenient apartment, and leave the scene that will

be always putting you in mind of your loss. Your

daughter can manage the house, and sometimes step

to see you. All care should be taken of you, and l)r

Robinson will visit you with more case, if you have

occasion for him. 31rs Kidgeway sliall attend you,

and T will be your companion. Let Miss Harrison re-

turn me an answer, and things shall be ready for you.

I am ever, with true esteem and aiiection, dear JNIa-

dam,

Your most obedient servant and cousin,

Jon. Swift.

FROM DR SHERIDAN.

February 2.9, 1735-6.

J)i:ar Sir,

I SINCERELY Condole with you for the unspeakable
loss of Mr Harrison, which cannot be repaired in any
other of his age in this world. It wounds my heart

every moment I recollect him. I do verily believe no
man living has met with such severe trials in losses

of this kind as you have; and for this last, I must
own, that I have great compassion for you, as he was
every day growing more and more into a friend and
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coni|)anioii ; especially at a time of life wliieli re(|iiires

such a c'tuntort. (ioil .\lini<4hty support his poor mo-
ther ; for none else ean give her consolation untler

such a dreadtiil allliction.

Poor old Mr IViee cannot hokl out a fortni'dit :

and his son elaims your promise of getting him some-

thing from the Conconlatum ; if it overtakes him
alive, it may be a legacy for a worthy sufl'ering per-

son, -who ha<> fallen a sacrifice to his principles. I am,

dear Sir, with all respect.

Your most obedient and

very humble servant,

TllU.MAS SlIEKlDAN.

FROM Mil CAHTKR.*

FItnrutt.i Street, March ir>, 1735-6.

Sir,

I WOULD have waited on you, when 1 sent my
servant with a message, but was informed you did

not see com])any.

I have no doubt the })rinter will have occasion for

a great many cargoes from our triend Mr Jervas.f

* Mr Carter was Master of the Rolls in Ireland.— 1). S.

}• A fine print of the Dean, enpraTe<l hy Fourdrinier, from an ori-

ginal picture painted by Jervas, which was afterwards piircha.se<l by

the Earl of Chesterfield, and placed in his ele^nt library at May
Fair, in the collection of English authors—D- S.
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I am vcrv jxlad I luui an oj)portinrity of doing any-

tliin*'" a'Treablc to you. I have loni; wished for some

instance of assuring you that 1 am, with groat re-

spect,

Your most obedient and

most Inmible servant,

Thomas Cahteu.

FROM Mil rorE.

March 25, 1736.

Tr ever I write more epistles in verse, one of them

shall be addressed to you. I have long concerted

it and begun it, but 1 would make what bears your

name as finished as my last work ought to be, that

is to say, more finished than any of the rest. The sub-

ject is large, and will divide into four epistles, which

naturally follow the Essay on Man, viz. 1. Of the

Extent and Limits of Human Reason and Science :

2. A View of the useful and therefore attainable,

and of the unuseful, and therefore unattainable, Arts:

3. Of the Nature, Ends, Application, and Use of dif-

ferent Capacities : 4. Of the Use of Learning, of the

Science of the AVorld, and of Wit. It will conclude

with a Satire against the misapplication of all these,

exemplified by pictures, characters, and examples.

But, alas ! the task is great, and van sum qualis

ermn ! My understanding, indeed, such as it is, is
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extended rather th:in diminished: 1 see thintrs nu^re

in the whole, more eonsistent, and more elearlv de-

dueed iVom, and related to eaeh other. Hut what I

gain on the side of plulosophv , 1 lose on the side of

poetry : the flowers arc prone, when the fruits be^rjn

to rij)en, and the fruits |)crhaj)s will never ripen per-

fectly. The climate (under our heaven of a court) is

but cold and uncertain ; the w inds rise, and th(^ win-

ter comes on. I find myself hut little disposed to

build a new house ; I have nothinir k-lt but to <'-ather

up the relics of a w reck, and look about nie to see

how few friends 1 have left. Pray, whose esteem or

admiration should I desire now to procure by my wri-

tin<;s ? whose friendship or conversation to obtain by
them ? 1 am a man of desjjcrate fortunes, that is, a

man whose friends are dead, for T never aimed at any
other fortune than in friends. As soon as I iiad sent

my last letter, I received a most kind one from you,

expressing great pain for my late illness at Mr Che-

selden's. I conclude you was eased of that friendly

a]:)prehensi()n in a few days after you had dispatched

yours, for mine must have reached you then. I won-

dered a little at your (piere who Cheselden was? it

shews that the truest merit docs not travel so far any

way as on the wings of poetry ; he is the most noted

and most deserving man in the whole profession of

chirurgery ; and has saved the lives of thousands by
his manner of cutting for the stone. I am now well,

or what I must ciill so.

1 have lately seen some writings of Lord Ijoling-

broke's, since he went to France. Xothinir can de-

press his genius : whatever befalls him, he will still be
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the 'greatest man in ihc wDild, cither in his own time

or with posterity.

Kverv man you know or eare lor here, inquires of

you, and pays you the only devoir he can, that of

drinkinir vour health. I wish you had any motive to

see this kingdom. I eould keej) you, for I am rich;

that is, I have more than I want. 1 can afford room

for yourself and two servants ; 1 have indeed room

enouixh ; nothing but myself at home; the kind and

hearty housewife is dead ; tlw: agreeable and instruc-

tive neighbour is gone ;
yet my house is enlarged,

and the gardens extend and flourish, as knowing no-

tiling of the fjiic'st they have lost. I liave more fruit-

trees and kitchen garden than you have any thought

of; nay 1 have good melons and pine apples of my
own growth. I am as much a better gardener, as I

am a worse poet, than when you saw me ; but gar-

dening is near akin to philoso])hy, for Tully says,

agricultura proxbna sapieniKC. For (iod's sake, why
should not you (that are a step higher than a philo-

sopher, a divine, yet have more grace and wit than

to be a bishop) even give all you have to the poor of

Ireland, (for whom you have already done everything

else,) so quit the place, and live and die with me ?

And let talcs (uiimcc concorden be our motto and om
epitaph.
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FROM l)\i SllKKIDAX.

March '27, 1736.

Dear Sir,

1 HAD ii pleasure and grief at once in your letter,

to find you had not forgotten mo, and to find you

uneasy at a thing which (iod only can mend. The
dream, which I iiad licforc the receipt of yours, was

so odd and out of the way, that if uVrtemidorus were

livinir, he would confess it to be out of all methods

of intcr))retation
;
yet I cannot avoid imj)arting it to

you, because if you be not much changed, no man
ever could sift a matter to the truth beyond you.

Thus it was :

—

Im])rimis, I fell asleep, (or I could not dream,) and

what was the first thing I saw, but honest Cato in a

cockboat by himself, engaging not only a large fleet

of foreigners, but now and then obliged to tack about

against some dirty shattered floats, filled with his

own countrymen. All were his enemies, except a

very few, who were pressed and carried on against

their will by the arbitrary power of the rowers. I

would give a shilling, as low as money is reduced, to

know the meanin*; of it.»*»*»*•
» ****
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1)K SIIKUIDAX TO MRS ALILV VIA.

Dear Madam,
1 THANK my dear friend the Dean and you lor

YOur kind warninjr against a cold, ^\ liicli, 1 tliank God,

is not among us, as I told you in my last. Whisky,

of which 1 take lialf a ]iint in the twenty-five hours,

with an aiireeable mixture of i^arlick. hitter oran<»c,

gentian-root, snake-root, wormwood, tve. hath preser-

ved me from the asthma for three weeks past to any

violent degree. I am ha])py when my gaspings are

no quicker than those of a very quick walker. So

much for myself

Now for your jewel of a son. I never met with

any boy of his age of such thorough good sense, and

so great a thirst for improving himself 1 thank God,

he is as vou and 1 could wish. The Dean will have

pleasure to examine him. Adieu.

FROM i)R SIIERIDAX.

April 3, ]73G.

Dear Sir,

I WOULD have written last post, but I had such a

violent headach, that I could no more think than a

cabbage. And now all the business I have is to make
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you 11 j)a})er visit, only to ask yoii, how you do ? "N'ou

may think nic inipcrtinent for the question ; but

'vvhen I tull you, tliat T have not above throe friends,

you will not NvoncKr that 1 should be afraid ol' losing

one of them ; and therefore 1 nuist give you some
rules of regimen.

]. A\';ilk little and moderately.

'2. Uiile slow and often.

y. Jveep your temper even with my liiend Mrs
Wliitcway.

4. J )o not strain your voice.

5. Vvvt not at your servants' blunders.

6. U'ake a eheerful i'lass.

7. Study as little as possible.

8. Find out a merry fellow, and be much with

him.

Get these precepts by heart, and observe them

strictly ; and, my life for yours, we shall see better

times in the next century.

FROM MRS PEXDARVES.

London, April .2.2, 1736*.

Sir,

I AM sorry you make use of so many good argu-

ments for not coming to Rath. T was in hopes you

might be prevailed with. And though one of my
strongest reasons for wishing you there, was the de-

sire I had of seeing you, I assure you the considera-
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tion of your Iioaltli {ook j)lacv of it. I luive lioard

since 1 receivcil the favour of your last letter, that

vou have hccw m\ich out of order. T believe we syni-

pathizetl. fi^r I was very ill with a fevtrish disorder

and eoujih for a month, which ol)li<rtHl nic to deier

answering your letter till I came to town. 1 left the

Bath last Sunday se'enni^ht, very full and fray. I

think l^ith a more eomfortahle j)lace to live in than

London ; all the entcrtaiiunents of the ])laee lie in a

small compass, and you are at your liberty to partake

of them, or let them alone, just as it suits your hu-

mour. This town is f^rown to sucli an enormous size,

that above half the day must be spent in the streets,

going from one place to another. I like it every year

less and less. I was grieved at parting with Mrs

Barber. I left her pretty well. I had more pleasure

in her conversation than from anything I met with

at the Bath. My sister has found the good effect of

your kind wishes. She is very much recovered, and

in town with me at present; but leaves me in a fort-

night to go to my mother.

When T went out of town last autumn, the reign-

ing madness was Farinelli :* I find it now turned on
" Pasquin," a dramatic satire on the timcs.f It has

had almost as long a run as the Beggar's Opera ; but.

• A cilehT'dteA Italian sin^rr.

"f l his wa** writU^n by Honrv Fifldiii^, Ks^j. ; and was a rolioarsal

of a mmedy and a tra^'dy ; the comedy was called ** The Klection,"

and the tnf^ly, " The Life and Deatli of Qtieen Common Sense."

This and some other dramatic satires, by the same author, levelled

a^nst the administration of the late I^rd Orford, prfKJiicefl an act

of parliament for licensing the stage, and limiting th*- number of

plavhou««*s, which was passeil in 17'^7.— H.
8
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ill my opinii)ii, iu.»t with ttjual merit, tlioui^h it Ikls

liinnonr. Monstrous j)rc]):iratiniis nro making for t!ic

royal ucddiu^.* Puarl, i;<>kl and silver, eiiibroider-

ed on gold and silver tissues. I am too ])()or and too

dull to make one among the line multitude. The
newspapers say, my T^ord Carteret's youngest daugh-

ter is to liave the Duke ol' Hedford.l I hear nothing

of it from tlu^ family ; hut think it not unlikely.

The IJukc of !Marlborough and his grandmother are

upon had terms. The Duke of Bedford, who has

also been ill treated by her, has offered the Duke of

Marlborough to su])|)ly him with ten thousand

pounds a-ycar, if he will go to law and torment the

old dowafjcr. The Duke of Chandos's marriarre has

made a great noise ; and the ])oor Duehess is often re-

proaehed with her being bred up in Hur Street, Wap-

Mrs Donnellan, I am afraid, is so well treated in

Ireland, that I must despair of seeing her here; and

how or w hen I shall be able to eome to her, I cumnot

yet determine. She is so good to me in her letters,

as always to mention you.

I hope 1 shall hear from you soon
;
you owe me

that pleasure, for the coneern 1 w as under when I

heard you were ill. I am. Sir, your faithful and obli-

ged humble serv^mt, M. Pi:ni)auvi:s.

I beg my compliments to all friends that remember

me, but particularly to Dr Delany.

• Of 1- mltTick, Prince of Wales.— II.

t His rrrare marriifl Miss Gowcr, (l.iuirliter of tlic Lord Cni\verl»y

his first wife, on the 1st of Aj)ril, 1737.—H.

t She was Lady Daral, widow of Sir Thomas Daval, and li;id ;i

fortune of 40,000/.— I

L
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TO MR POPE.

Dublin, April 'J'J, 17.36'.

My common illness is of* that kind Avliicli utterly

clis(iualitics mc tor all conversation ; 1 mean my
deatness ; and indeed it is that only ^vl^K'h diseoura<;es

me from all thoughts of going to England ; because

T am never sure that it may not return in a week. If

it were a good honest gout, I would catch an inter-

val to take a voyage, and in a warm lodging get an

easy -chair, and be able to hear and roar among my
friends.

As to what you say of your letters, since you have

many years of life more than I, my resolution is to

direct my executors to send you all your letters, well

sealed and packcted, along with some legacies men-

tioned in my will, and leave them entirely to your

disposal ; those things are all tied up, indorsed, and

locked in a cabinet, and 1 have not one servant who

c^n ])roperly be said to write or read ; no mortal shall

copy them, but you shall surely have them, when I

am no more.

I have a little repined at my being hitherto slip-

ped bv you in your epistles ; not from any other

ambition than the title of a friend, and in that sense

I expect you shall perform your promise, if your

health, and leisure, and inclination, will permit. I

denv your losing on the side of poetry ; I could rea-

son against you a little from experience ;
you are, and

will be some years to come, at the age when inven-
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lion still kfc'j)s its ground, and judgment is at full

maturity ; but your subjects arc much more difbcult

^vllcIl coufincd to verse. 1 am ania/cd to see vou ex-

liaust the whole science of morality in so masterly a

manner. Sir \\ . Temple said, tiiat the loss of friends

was a tax upon long life ; it need not Ix? very long,

since you have had so great a share ; but I have not

above one left ; and in tiiis country 1 have only a few

general companions of good nature, and middling un-

derstandings. How should I know C'heselden ? On
your side, nun of fame start uj) and die before we
liere (at least I) knt)w anything of the matter. I am
a little comforted with what you say of Lord lioling-

broke's genius still keeping up, and preparing to a])-

pear by eil'ects worthy oi" the author, and useful to

the world. Common reports have made me very un-

easy about your neighbour Mr Pulteney. It is af-

firmed that he hath been very near deatli : I love him

for being a ])atriot in most corrupted times, and high-

ly esteem his excellent understanding. Nothing but

the perverse nature of my disorders, as I have above

described them, and which are absolute discpialiiica-

tions for converse, could hinder me from waiting on

you at Twittenham, and nursing you to l*aris. In

short, my ailments amount to a prohibition ; although

I am, as you describe yourself, what / mufit call well,

yet I have no spirits left to ride out, which (except-

ing walking) was my only diversion. And 1 must

expect to decline every' month, like one who lives

n})on his principal sum, which must lessen every day :

and indeed 1 am likewise literally almost in the same

case, while everybody owes me, and nobody pays me.

Instead of a young race of patriots on your side.
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wliich gives nie some ixliinpse of joy, hero we have

the (lirtx^t eoiitrarv ; a race of young dunces and

atiieists. or ohl villains and monsters, whereof fmir-

fifths are more wicked and slii])i(l than CMiartres.

Your wants are so few, that you need not he rieh to

supply them : and my wants are so many, that a

kind's seven milli(^ns of guineas would not sii])])ort

me.

TO I)R SITERTDAN*

April 21.. IT.^fi.

I HAVE been very ill for these two months past

with giddiness and deafness, whieh lasted me till

about ten davs at^o, when I ^raduallv recovertxl, but

still am weak and indolent, not thinkin«r anvthing

worth my thoughts; and although (I forget what I

am going to say, so it serves for nothing) I am well

enough to ride, yet 1 will not he at the ])ains. Your
friend Mrs W'hiteway, who is upon all occasions so

zealous to vindicate, is one whom 1 desire you to

chide; for during my whole sickness, she was per-

petually plaguing and sponging on me ; and tliough

she would drink no wine herself, yet she increased

the expense by making me force it down her throat.

Some of your eight rules I follow, some I reject, some

* The paragraph<i in Jialicx were written by Mrs VVhitcway.—II.
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I cannot compa«?s, I nuan merry fellows. Mr. I. \i—
never tails ; I did within two days past rin;^ liiin siieli

a j)eal in relation to you, tlial he nuist Ik' the d—

I

not to consider it; 1 will use hiui the same way if

becomes to-morrow (which I do not douht) for a pint

of wine. 1 like your j)n)jec't of a satire on Fairhro-

ther, who is an errant rascal in every circumstance.

Then/ sijUnidc that is north rcinVvii:^ in ///is letter,

you arc to ,si/j>posr I writ ; the Dean only tooh the hints

from nu\ hut he luis put them .so ill to^rther^ that I am

Joreed tit tell you this in my own ju.stijieation. 11(id you

been worth hdnccitiiJ^, yfiff tcould hare cotne to town this

racdtioti, and I would lutve shewn you a poem on the

Lei^ion C'iul). / do not doultf hut that a certain person

icillpretend he writ if^ hccausc there is a copy of it in his

hand, lyin^f^' on his table ; hut do not mind that, for there

(ire some jx'ople in the world will say anything. J wish

you could i^ive some account of j)oor Dr Sheridan
;

I hear the reason he did not come to town this Easter

is, that he waited to sec a ncii^hlwur of his handed.

AN'hatever is said in this ])age by (ioody White-

way, I have not read, nor will read ; but assure you,

if it relates to me it is all a lie ; lor she says you have

taught her that art, and as the world goes, and she

takes you for a wise man, she ought to follow your

practice. To be serious, I am sorry you said so little

of your own affairs, and of your health ; and when
will you pay me any money ? for upon my conscience

you have half starved me.

Hic plover cgfi^s were admirahle, and the worsted

for the Deans stochin^rs so fine, that not one knitter

here can Iniit them.

We neither of us know what the other hath writ;
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SO one answer will serve, if you write to us both, pro-

vided vou justly ixive us both our share, and each of

us will read our own |)art. l*ray tell us how you

breathe, and whether that disorder be better.

If the Dean should give you atn/ hint uhout money

,

you need not mind him, for to my hnowledi^e he hor-

rouid tier fity pomid.s a month ago^ to keep himself

alive.

I am sorry to tell you, that poor Mrs AVhiteway

is to be hauLred on Tuesday next for stealin«r a piece

of Indian silk out of Ikadshaw's shop, and did not

set the house on fire, as I advised her. I have writ

a very masterly poem on the Legion Club ; which,

if the jirinter should be condemned to be hanged for

it, you will see in a threepenny book ; for it is 240

lines. Mrs Whiteway is to have half the profit and

half the hanging.

The Drapier went this day to the Tholsel «.? a vier-

ehant, to si^n (t petition to the government against

lowering tJie gold, uhere ice hear he made a long

speech,for which he will be reckoned a Jacobite. God
send hanging does 7iot go round

!

Yours, S^c,

TO inSIIOT^ IIOIIT.

May 12, 1736.

My Loud,

I havp: two or three times begun a letter to your

lordship and as often laid it aside ; until, by the un-
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asked advice of some friends of yours, and utdll my
own, I resolved at last to toll von niv tlnnirrhts nnon

the adair of the ])oor ])rinter wlio sullered so much
iij)()n your lortlsliip's account, conlined to a tlun^eon

among common tliieves, and others with infectious

diseases, to the hazard of his life ; beside the expense

ofabove twenty-live pounds, and beside the i«;nominy

to be sent to Newgate like a common malefactor.

His misfortunes do also very highly and personally

concern me. For, your lordship declaring your de-

sire to have that ])a])er looked for, he did at mv re-

quest searcli his shop, and unfortunately found it ;

and, although he had absolutely reliised before to

print it, because my name as the author was fixed to

it ; which was very legible, notwithstanding there

was a scratch through the words
;
yet, at mv desire,

he ventured to print it. Neither did Faulkner ever

name you as the author, although you sent the paper

by a clergyman, one of your depentlants ; but your

friends were the only persons who gave out the re-

port of its having been your performance. I read

your lordship's letter written to the printer, wherein

you argue, *' That he is, in these dealings, the adven-

turer, and must run the hazard of gain or loss." In-

deed, my lord, the c*iise is otherwise. He sells such

papers to the running boys for farthings a-piece ; and

is a gainer, by eacii, less than half a farthing ; and it

is seldom he sells above a hundred, unless they be of

such as only spread by giving offence, and conse-

quently endanger the printer both in loss of money
and liberty, as was the case of that very paper ; which,

although it be written with spirit and hun^iour, yet,

if it had not aflectcd Bettcsworth, would scarce have
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dcarcil above a shillin*; to Faulkner ; ncithor wouKl

he have done it at all but at my urgency, which was

the effect of your lordship's a^niiuands to me. But

as vourlord.ship has since been universally known ibr

the author, altlunigh never named by Faulkner or

me; so it is as generally known tiiat you never gave

him the least consideration, for his losses, disgraces,

and dangers of ins life. I have heard this, and more,

from every ])erson of my accjuaintance whom I see

at home or abroad ; and particularly from one person

too high to name,* who told mc all the particulars :

and 1 heartily wished, u})on your account, that I

could have assured him that the poor man had recei-

ved the least mark of your justice, or, if you please

to call it so, your generosity ; which I would gladly

inform that great person of before he leave us.

Now, my lord, as Ciod, assisting your own good

management of a ver)' ample fortune, has made you
extremely rich, 1 may venture to say, that the prin-

ter has a demand, in all conscience, justice, and ho-

nour, to be fully refunded, both for his disgraces, his

lones, and the apparent danger of his life ; and that

my opinion ought to be of some weight, beciiuse I

was an innocent instrument, drawn in by your lord-

ship, against Faulkner's w ill, to be an occasion of his

sufferings. And if you shall please to recompense

him in the manner that all peoj)le hope or desire, it

will be no more in your purse than a drop in the

bucket ; and as soon as I shall be infornjed of it, I

shall immediately write to that very great person, in

such a manner as will be most to the advantage of

* The Uukc of Dofsot, firobably.
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your character ; for which, 1 am sure, hr will rejoice,

and so will all your friends ; or, if you have any ene-

mies, they will be put to silence.

Vour lordship has too ^rond an understandin<»' to

imagine that my j)rincij)al re^^ard in tliis affair is

not to your reputation, although it he likewise min-
^ded with pity to the innocent sufferer. And I liope

you will consider, that this case lb nut amon^ thcjse

where it is a mark of marrnanimitv to despise tlie

censure of the world : because all ^^ood men will

differ from you, and impute your conduct r)nlv to a

sparing temper, upon an occasion where connnon
justice and humanity re(|uired a direct contrary pro-

ceeding.

I conclude with assuring your lordship again, that

what 1 have written was chiefly for your lordship's

credit and service; Ix^causc I am, with great trutlj.

Your lordship's most, &c.

Jon. Swii t.

FROM I)K SITKKIDAX TO im S^V]IT
ANJ) MKs \\'iirri:\\'AV.

May 12, 1736.

Dear Sir,

1 SKND you an encomium u])on Fowlhrother en-

closed, which I hope you will correct; and if the

Wi>rld should charge me with liattery, you w ill be so

good as to explain the obligations I lie under to that

great and good bookseller.
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Madam,
How the ])l:iL^iie can you cx])cct that I should an-

swer two ])ersons at once, except you .should think

I had two heads ? but this is not the only giddiness

vou Imve been uuiltv of. However, 1 sliall not let

the Dean know it.

SlH,

I woNDF.u you would trust Mrs A\'hiteway to

write anvthinix in your letter. You liave been always

too generous in your confidence. Never was any

gentleman so betrayed and abused. She said more of

you than 1 dare commit to this paper.

Madam,
I have let the Dean know all the kind things you

said of liim to me, and that he lias not such a true

friend in the world. 1 hope you will make him be-

lieve the same of me.

Sir,

I WISH you would banish her your liouse, and take

my wile in her stead, who loves you dearly, and

would take all proper care, if any sickness should

seize you. She would as infallibly take as much care

of you as ever slie did of me; and you know her to

be a good-natured, cheerful, agreeable companion,

and a very handy woman ; whereas Mrs AVliiteway

is a morose, disagreeable ])rater, and the most awk-

ward devil about a sick person, and very ill-natured

into the bargain.
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Madam,
I iiKi.iKVi: it will not rcnuircanv j)r()tc'static)ns to

convince you, that you have not a nioru sincere friend

iijKJn the earth than I am. The Dean confesses that

he had some little dislikinL^s to you, (I fancv he hears

some whispers ai^aiiist you,) hut I hclieve his share

of this letter will set all njatters riiiht. I know lie

has too much honour to read vour ])art of it : and
therefore I may venture to speak my mind freely

concerniui^r hini. Pray, between ourselves, is he not

grown very positive of late ? lie used ibrinerly to

listen to his friends* advice, l)ut now we mav as well

talk to a sea-storm. 1 could say more, only 1 fear

this letter may miscarry.

Sir,

I BEc; that impertinent woman, who has unac-

countably got your ear, may not interrupt you, while

you read the encomium, and while you irive it a

touch of your brush ; for I fear the colours are not

strong enough. Cannot you draw another j)icture

of him -^ 1 wish you would ; for he is a subject fit

for the finest hand. AVhat a frlorious thin"" it would
be to make him han<r himself !

As to business, I have nothing to say al)out money
yet a while ; but by the next post you shall have two
scholars' notes, which will amount to about fourteen

or fifteen pounds; and if Mr can force himself

to do me justice, it will put about twenty-five pounds
in your pocket, liut then you must remark, that

you will put twenty of it out again, and send it to

Mrs . I have nobody after that to gather for
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but you ; and if money comes in as I expect, you
mav bi^rrow from, Sir, yours. My tenants arc as

jxx)r as Job, and as wicked as his wife, or the dogs

would have given me some money Ix^orc this. Mr
Jones swears he will not pay you the bond which I

gave you, except you come down to receive it : for

he thinks it but reasonable that you should honour

Belturbet as well as Cavan. Mr Cootc would give

three of his eves to see vou at Cootehill. All the

country long for you. My green geese, &:c. are grown

too fat. I have twenty lambs, upon honour, as plump

as puffins, and as delicate as ortolans. I eat one of

them yesterday. A bull, a bull I hoh I I cry mercy.

As I return from the coimty of Galway next vaca-

tion, I intend to make Dublin my way, in order to

conduct you hither. Our country is now in high

beauty, and ever}' inch of it walkable. I wish you

all happiness till I see you ; and remain, with all re-

spect.

Your most obedient and

verv humble servant,

Thomas Sheridan.

TO DR SHERIDAN.

Dublin, M?y 15, 1736.

Mrs Whiteway and I were fretting, raging,

storming, and fuming, that you liad not sent a letter
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since you got to your Caban, (for the V consonant

was anciently a B,) I mean Cavan : but, however,

we mingled pity ; for we feared you had run away
from school, and left the key under the door. We
were much disappointed, that the spring and begin-

ning of summer had not introduced the muses, and
that your now walkable roads had not roused your
spirits. We arc here the happiest people in the uni-

verse ; we have a year and a half before the club will

meet to be revenged farther on the clergy,* who ne-

ver offended them ; and in England their parliament

are following our steps, only with two or three steps

for our one. It is well you have done with the

church, but pray take care to get money, else in a

year or two more they will forbid all Greek and La-
tin schools, as Popish and Jacobite. I took leave of

the duke and duchess to-day. He has prevailed on us

to make a promise to bestow upon England 25,000/.

a-year for ever, by lowering the gold coin, against the

petition of all the merchants, shopkeepers, kc, to a

man. May his own estate be lowered the other forty

parts, for we now lose by all gold two and a hMper
cent. He will be a better (tiiat is to say a worse)

man by 60,000/. than he was when he came over

;

and the nation better (that is to say worse) by above
half a million ; beside the worthy method he hath ta-

ken in a disposal of employments in church and state.

Here is a cursed long libel running about in manu-

The parliament of Ireland, whc»se bills for establishing a modas
of the tithe upon hemp, excited Swift's indignation, which he vent-

ed both in prose and verse.
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script on the lA\ixi*>n Club; it is in verse, and the

llx^lish town inij)utes it to me. There were not above

thirteen abused (as it is said) in the orii;inal ; but

others have added more, which 1 never saw ; tliou<rh

1 liave once read the true one. AVhal has Fow]l)ro-

ther done to provoke you ? I either never ht ard, or

have forgot your provocations ; but he was a fellow

I have never been able to endure. If it can be done,

I will have it printed ; and the title shall be, "Upon
a certain bookseller (or ])rinter) in "L^topia." Mrs
Whiteway will be here to-morrow, and she will an-

swer vour sincere, open-hearted letter very particu-

larlv : for which I will now leave room. So adieu

for one night.

• ** Sir, I am most sincerely obliged to you for all

the civil things you have said to me, and of me to

the l)r in. I iound the good eifects of them this day ;

when 1 waited on him, he received me with great

good humour, said somethin;^^ had haj)])encd since he

saw me last, that had convinced him of my merit

;

that he was sorry he had treated me with so little

distinction, and that hereafter I should not be put

upon the foot of an humble com])anion, but treated

like a lady of wit, and learning, and fortune ; that if

he could prevail on IJr Sheridan to part with his

wife, he would make her his friend, his nurse, and

the manager of his family. I approved entirely of

his choice, and at the same time expressed my fears,

that it would be im])ossible for you to think of li\ ing

Mr» Wliitcvray here Ixrgins.

—

II.
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without \\vv ; this is all that sticks with inc. JJut

considcrinL; the fricn(lshi|) ycni express to me for the

Doan, I \\o\)c you will bo pcTsiiadcil to consider liis

good rather than your own ; and send her uj) innne-

diately ; or else it will put him to the expense of

pivini^ three shillint^s and fourpence for a wife ; and
he declares th:it the badness of pay of liis tithes, since

the resolutions of the parliament of Ireland, puts tliis

out of his power."

I could not jx^icss whv vou were so aiifrry at Fowl-

brother; till Mrs W'hiteway, who )t)u find is now
with mc, said it was for publishin*^ some works of

yours and mine like a rogue : which is so usual to

their tratle, that I now am weary of bein<r au'^rv^

with it. I go on, to desire that Mrs Donaldson* will

let me know what 1 owe her, not in justice but ge-

nerosity. If you could fmd wine and victuals, T could

be glad to pass some j)art of the sununer w ith vou,

if health would permit me ; for I have some club

enemies, that would be glad to shoot me, and 1 do

not love to be shot : it is a death T have a particular

aversion to. But I shall hencelorth \valk with ser-

vants wi'll armed, and have ordered them to kill mv
killers ; however, I would liave them be the bcixin-

ncrs. I will d(^ what I can with Mr Richardson, wlio

(money excepted) is a very honest man. How is your

breathing ? As to myself, my life and health are not

worth a groat. How shall we get wine to your ca-

An innkeeper at Cavan—D. S.
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bin ? 1 can spare some ; and am ]ireparini^ iliacuUun

to save.niv skin as far as Cavan : and even to l^cl-

turlx^t.* Vnxy (tod i^rrsorve vou !

I am, \c.

.Ion. Swii'T.

TO MK HFAMAMIX MOTTK.

Diil.Iin, Max 25, \7'Ml

Sir,

I LATELY received a lon^; letter from Mr Faulk-

ner, grievously complaining, upon several articles, of

the ill treatment he hath met with from yon,f and

of the many advantageous offers he hath made you,

with none of which you thought fit to comply. 1 am
not (jualified to judge in the fact, having heard but

one side ; only one thing I know, that the cruel op-

pressions of this kingdom by Kngland are not to be

borne. Vou send what l)0()ks you ])lease hither, and

the booksellers here can send nothing to you that is

written here. As this is absolute ()])pression, if 1

• Mr Rirliardflon'fi rectory.— F.

t Mnttr filrd a bill in Chancer)' in I'.n^Iarnl n^xui^ii l^inlliFK-r,

for printing Swift's Wr»rkf», to stop tlic kiIi* of t)i< ni tlure, which

made the authtir write thin letter.— F.

15
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wcru a bookj»cllcr in lliii tcjuii, 1 would use* all I lie

safe mrans to rr])riiit T.nTidon hooks, and run thcni

to any town in iMi^^land, that I (•;)nl{l. lu'caiisc who-

ever olVtiuls not the hiw.s dI" (ioil, or the eonntrv Ik*

lives in, eunnnits no sin. It was the I'ault olyou and

other hooksellers, who printed anvtliin^ Nnj)posed to

be mine, that you did not aj/ree witli eaeh other to

j)rint thcni toj^ether, it" vou thon;^dil th( \' Nvonld sell

to any advaiita«re. 1 believe 1 told von lonj^ a«io,

tliat Mr Fanlkner eanie to ine, and told me his in-

tention to i>rii>^ evervthiiiix tliat mv IriLiiils told him

they thon^dit to be mine, and that 1 was diseontent-

ed at it, bnt when he ur^ed, tliat some other book-

seller wonld do it, and that he would take the advice

of my friends, and leave out what I pleased to order

him, 1 said no more, but that 1 was sorry it should

be done here. lUit 1 am so incensed ap^inst tlie

op])ressions from iMii^^land, and iiave so little re^^ard

to the laws they make, that I do, as a eler^yman, en-

courage the merchants both to export wool and wool-

len manufacturt^s to atiy eottntrv in Kurope, or anv-

where else ; and conceal it from the custom-housi»

oilicers, as 1 would hide mv purse Irom a hi^hwav-

man, it he catne to rob me on the road, although

England hath made a law to the contrary : and st) J

woidd eneourajjc our bookselUis here to sell vour

authors' books j)rinte(l here, and send them to all the

towns in England, if 1 could ilo it with safety and
profit ; because (I repeat it) it is no offence against

God, or the laws of the country I live in. Mr I'aulk-

ner hath dealt so fairlv with me, that I h:ive a m-eat

opinion of his honesty, although 1 never dealt with

liim as a printer or a bookseller ; but since my friends

VOL. xviii. 2 H
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told me those things called mine "would eertainly be

printed bv some hedge bookseller, I was Ibrced to

be passive in the matter. T have some things whieh

1 .shall leave mv executors to ])ul>lish dWrv my decease,

and have directed that they shall be printed in Lon-

don. For, except small papers, and some treatises

writ for the use of this kingdom, I always had those

of anv im])(M'tance published in London, as you well

know. For my own part, although I have no power

anywhere, T will do the best offices I can to counte-

nance Mr Faulkner. For, although I was not at all

pleased to have that collection printed here, yet none

of my friends advised me to be angry with him ; al-

though, if they had been printed in London by you

and vour partners, perhaps I miglit have ])retended

to some little ])rofit. AN'hoever may have the hazard

or advantage of what I shall leave to be printed in

lyondon after my decease, I will leave no other co-

pies of them here ; but, if Mr Faulkner should get

the first printed copy, and re])rint it here, and send

his copies to England, 1 think he would do as right

as you London booksellers, who load us with yours.

If I live hut a few years, 1 believe I shall publish

some things that I think are important ; hut they

shall be printed in Ix)ndon, although Mr Faulkner

were mv brother. I have been very tedious in tell-

ingyou my thoughts on this matter, and so I remain,

Sir,

Your most humble servant,

Jon. Swikt.
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FUOM MR FORI).

I^ndoD, June :i, n^b.

Dkar Sik,

Thol'(;h you have left ()irc()rrcs|)()ii(liii<; with me
these two years and a lialf, 1 cannot leave you oil'

yet : and I tinnk this is the sixth letter I have sent

vou, since 1 liave heard one word ol" you from vour

own hand. My Lord Oxford told nie last winter

that he had heard Ironi you, and you were tlien well.

Mr Ciesar v^ry lately told me the same. It is always

the most welcome news that e;in come to me : but it

would be a ^reat addition to my ])leasure to have it

from yourself; and you know my sincere regard lor

you may in some measure claim it.

I have been eni^aixed these live months in a most

tnndjlesome lawsuit with an Irish chairman. Those

fellows swarm about St James's, and will hardly al-

low you to walk half a street, or even in the Park, on

the tairest dav. This rascal rushed into the entry of

a tavern to force me into his chair, ran his poles against

me, and would not let me pass till 1 broke his head.

He made a jest of it that night : but the next morn

ing an Irish solicitor came, out ot j)roibund respect,

to advise me to make the lellow amends : he told a

dismal story of the surgeon and the bloody shirt, and

spoke against his own interest, merely to hinder me,

whom he had never seen before, from being exposed.

Neither his kind persuasions, nor the prudent coun-

sels of our friends Mr T. , and a few more, could
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prevail on nu\ A few diiys after, the solicitor brounht

me a bill found hv tlu^ i^rand jury, and a warrant un-

der the hand o{ xhvcc justiees ai^ainst John Ford,

witluHit anv other addition. To shew his i^ood will,

he would not aiVr(^nt me by exceuting the warrant

;

but desired 1 would go to any justice of peace, and

«^ive bail to appear tlu^ next (piarter sessions. Hy my
not (h^inir it. he iound out the mistake of the name,

which he said should be rectified in a new bill, and

if T would not comply with their demands, after they

had tried me for the assault, they would bring an

actiiMi of eighty or a hundred ])ounds damages. I

threatened in my turn ; at whicli he laughed, as T

should do, if a little child should threaten to knock

me down. As they proceeded against me, I thought

it time to lK?gin with them, and spoke to an ac(|uaint-

ance of mine, a justice of peace, wlio sent a warrant

for the fellow, upon the waiter's oath, for assaulting

me, and by a small stretch of ])ower, committed him

to the (Gatehouse, where he remained some days for

want of bail. 1 believe his bail would hardly have

been judged sufficient, if his Irish solicitor had not

gone to another justice, and taken a false oath, that

the gentleman who committed hiu) was out of town.

Thi.s perjury, it seems, cannot be punished, because

it was not upon record. We presented bills against

each other to the grand jury, among whom there hap-

pened luckily to be some gentlemen : and though 1

did not know them, by their means my bill was

found, and his returned i;rnorfn)nis. Then T indicted

him in the crown -office, the terror of the low people,

where they often plague one another, and always

make use of against those of better rank. Still the
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li'llow hlubliTcd, and rctuscd to makf it up unless 1

ivould pay his expenses : for his lawvcr liad persua-

ded him, tliat in t!ie end he shouhl recover damages
sutruient to make amends for all. While he ruined

iiimseli' 1)V law, he lost his husiness ; tor no <a'ntle-

man would take his ehair. This })nnif^dit down liis

proud stomaeh ; he eame to me two days ago, made
his sul)mis.sions, we gave reei|)roeal releases froiu all

action:^, «kc., and 1 have already received the thanks

of al)ove forty gentlemen, for procuring them lilKTty

to walk the streets in (piiet. Thus this great affair

has ended like the ^^)^kshirc petition, which has

been the chief business of the House of Commons
this session. Toward the end, indeed, they found a

little time to shew their good will to the church. It

is the general oj)inion, that the act for re|)ealing the

Test would have passed, it Sir llobert W'alpole had

not seen the necessity of his s])eaking, which he did

in the most artful maimer he had ever done in his

life. Several courtiers voted against him, as well as

most of the patriots, and, among others, Lord Ba-

tlmrst's two sons. In the I louse of Lords, next to the

Duke of Arixyle, vour friend Hathurst and Lord Car-

teret have shewn most rancour against . It is a

melancholy reflection, that all the great officers of

state, and the whole bench of bishops, joined to the

Tories, could not prevent any one (piestion in disfa-

vour of the church.

I am asked every day, if there bo no hopes of ever

seeing you here again ; and am sorry not to be able

to give any account of your intentions. I doubt my
long letters (piite tire your patience; and therefore
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conclude with assuring v(ni, tliat iiolxxlv wishes you
» • • •

all happiness more than 1 do. wiu^ nin most entirely

voiirs. \e.

FROM nil SHERIDAN.

June 3, 1736.

Dear Sir,

Mr Lucas is now in Dublin, who will pay that

small bill on demand. I hojie Mr will not dis-

appoint us, and then poor Mrs will he relieved.

1 must set out soon for Dublin. At my return I

will wait upon you to bring you home with me. The
weather must and shall be good ; and you must and

shall be in good health
;
you must and shall come

with me.

My walk it is finish'*!,

My money diminish'd ;

Bnt when you come down.

I'll hold vou a rrown

You'll sfK»n make mc rirh.

()t I'll die in a ditch.

Pray think of things beforehand, and do not be gid-

dy as usual. The walk is a hmidrcd and twelve yards

long: I hope that will please you. My rolling-stone

cost me dear. If I should ever grow rich, as God
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forhid I should, I would buy two liotrsjjoads of wine

at once. Vou must know I h:i\c hou^rht turf (or

you, which hums like so many t;t])i rs. My son writes

nie WDrd that Mr X'esey's family are an^ry with mc
for inscrtiui^ some lines in the Legion C'luh touching

him. Upon my soul, I never inserted one line in it;

and upon tlie whole I care not whether thev believe

me or not. All my ^arilcn things are in top order.

Are not you sick of l)u!)lin this hot weather? How
can you stew in such an oven ? My sheep begin now
to fatten ; I hope they ^vill please you vorv well.

You saw the king's speech, 1 suppose. I am i;lad to

find by it, that he resolves to stand by us. Our breams

here are exceedingly good and fat ; we dress theni

with carp sauce. Doctor ^^'almsley writes me word
by last j)ost, that they are making wav to bring me
to Armagh. Martin is cpiite outrageous mad, and

his relations are now taking out a w rit of lunacy ; so

that if my Lord Orrery would only mention mc to

the lord-primate, it would do. I know my lord-

chanc'tllor is so well inclined toward me, that he

would willingly join in the request. Consider the

lands are worth four hundred a-vcar, and the situii-

tion much more advantageous. This must be a se-

crct, upon several accounts. So nuich lor business,

and no more. My artichokes, I do not mean my
hearty jokes, are in great plenty ; so are my straw-

berries. I hear that tlie Czarina, Kouli Kan, and the

Emperor, will overrun Turkey. You will not know
my house when you see it next, it will be so alterca-

ted. Pray w hat says Cioody W luteway to the world ?

I hear she gives herself strange airs of late in calling

me nothincf but Sheridan. This comes of too much
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tainilinrlty. When T conio next to V(Mir house, I

shall make hcv keep hcv distanee, especially "vvhen

company is present ; for slie wants to be ])ulle(l down.

y\y younix turnips, carrots, beans, and ])(xise, are in

fine order; you nuist pay halt-a-erow n a (piart, ii'

you eat any. 1 >shall be very reiisonable as to tho

rest of your diet.

^ (HI shall \r:int nothing tit for mortal man
To eat or <lri»k, 'tis all tliat I (1<» ran.

Ami all that's cx]>r(H«'nt.

I'VoiH voiir most olKMliont.

VnoM DK SIIKHIDAN.

.June 5, 1736.

Dkak Sir,

1 AM so tormented, and have been for eight days,

that T lie stretched in my bed as I now write : how-

ever, I begin to be easier, and I have h()])es that I

shall ])e able to attend in mv school on Mondav.
Surely no person can be so stupid as to imagine you

wrote the Panegyric on the Legion Club? I have

seen and read it in various editions, which indeed

makes me imagine everybody to be its author ; and

what they have done to deserve such treatment, is to

me a mystery.

I never writ in this posture before ; and tlierefore

wonder not if lines and words be crooked. My pains
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arc likowiso ixroat : aiul lluTclorc, \\ licthcT I will or

lint, I iiiuhL take pains with this letter.

Now as to voiir coiniiiLT (Ifnvii hero, the weatlier

will he gooti, till' roads pleasant, and my c'oni])aii\

likewise, to set out with you I'roin l)ul)lin on 'I'huis-

(lay fortnitrlit, anil to bring you here in three days.

i have three deer parks at my eomniand ; Cootc*s,

Fleniin<jj's, and I lauiilton's. I have at present forty

chirkens, all fat; twenty sheep of my owij, and six-

teen lambs (for lamb will be in season a month lon;^^-

er,) geese, turkey, &'e.

My hens arc hatching,

My houso is thatching,

My geese a-gaggling,

My ^vife a-draggling.

My corn a-tlirashing,

My sheep a-w.ushiiig.

My turf a-d rawing.

My timber Siiwing,

My gnivel walk raking,

My rolling-stone making,

My ale a-hrewing,

Myst"lf a-stewing.

My Iniys a-teaching,

My wchs a-hleacliing,

My (laughters reading.

My gju'den wt»eding.

My lime a-hurning,

Mv milk a-churning;

In short, all natun- mmmus to Itc at work,

Husy ;ls Kouli K.iri ai5iin>t the Turk.

1 ilo not wonder that Mr Towers has discarded

tliat irraeelcss whelp : but I wonder more he ke|)t

him above a week. lie has a i^enius for mischief
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would jaile even tlie devil to attend liii]!. If Mrs
\\ liiteway will ])rtn'e false, 1 iiave willows enough

to crown me, and ladies enounrh here to pick and

cluHise, w here 1 like best. The suinnur has hrouoht

them and the tiies in i^reat abundance into (Uir coun-

try ; the latter 1 think, indeed, less troublesome. All

of them long for your comincr ; but I know not

whether vou lon<; for them. I am i^rieved to hear

VOU have lost so much Hcsh, w hicii indeed is my pre-

sent case. If my skin were dry, my bones would

rattle like a bag of bobbins. However, I make no

doubt but to plump us both up by help of some

housewife's remedies. My poor dear wife has run

mad for joy of your coming ; Sure I have a gravel

walk finished twelve perches in length, eight grada-

tions of pease, which will last you to October. You
cannot ima<:ine what a ijood housewife I am thrown ;

my garden is well stocked ; I have everything but

money : but that is neither here nor there. Mr Jones

will order the money by first opportunity. May all

happiness attend you.

TO DR SHERIDAN.

Dublin, June 5, 17.S6.

You must pay your groat (as if you had been

drunk last night) for this letter, because I am nei-



KPISTULAHY CURRMSPuNUfclNCE. 491

thcr acquainted witii any t'rank cur, lu^r the

of frank kini^. I am glad you have got the piles, be-

cause it is a mark of health, and a strouL^ constitution.

I believe what you say of the legion-ehih poem ; for

it plainly appears a work of a legion-club, lor I hear

there are fifty different copies ; but what is that to

me? And you are in the ri^ht, that they are not

treated aceordinLC to their merit. Vou never writ so

regular in your life, and therefore when ynu write to

me, always take care to have the piles ; I mean any

piles except those of lime and stone, and yet piles are

not so bad as the stone. I find you intend to be

here (by your date) in a dozen days hence. The room
shall be read^' for vou, thouffh I shall never have vou

in a morniniTi or at dinner, or in an eveninfj ; at all

other times I .shall be pestered with you. .fohn U
(for he does not deserve the name of Jack) is gone

to his six-miles-off country-seat for the summer. I

admire at vour bill of 10/. odd ; for I thouixht vour

first was double : or is it an additional one? When
you satisfy me, I will send down to him with a ven-

geance : although except that damned vice of ava-

rice, he is a very agreeable man. As to your veni-

son, vain is one who expects it. I am checking you
for your chickens, and could lamb you for your lambs.

—^iddcnda qucrdani.

My wife a-rattling,

My children tattling.

Mv rnoney spent is,

And due my rent is.

My srhool decreasing,

My income ceasing.

All people teaze me.

But no man pay^ me.
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My wt>rslu|> is bit,

Hv tliat rogiio Nisliit,

To take the ri>jht way,

Consiilt fririnl Wlutoway.

\V«>\il»l you got still inori

Go tlattor KiliiKtro.*

Yimr pvH'st' aro olil.

Your wife a stH»lil.

Mrs A\'iiitcway is ever your liicnd, but your old

ones have forsaken you as mine have me. My head

is very bad ; and I have just as mueh spirits left as

a drowiud mouse. Pray do not you ^ive yourself airs

of pretending to have Hies in summer at Cavan ; and

such a 710 summer as this : I, who am the best fly-

catcher in the kinirdom, liave not thought it worth

my time to shew my skill in that art. I believe no-

thing of your garden improvements, for I know you
too well. AVhat you say of your leanness is incredi-

ble ; for when I saw you last you were as broad as

long. 15ut if you continue to breathe free, (which

nothing but exercise can give,) you may be safe with

as little flesh as I, which is none at all.

I had your letter just before this was sealed ; but

I cannot answer it now.

Jon. Swift.

• Hr JosijJi Hort, tlicii Bishop of Kilrnore.—H.
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TO LADV 15KTTV (iKRMAlX.

June 13, 1736.

Madam,
I WRITK tills Icttrr to your ladvshij), in tlie ein-

ploymcntyou liavc cliostMi of btin*^ a «;(j-bctween tlie

Duke of Dorset and me. T must preface this letter

with an honest deelaration. That I never |)ro])osed

any one thin^ to liis ixrace, wherein I did not ehieflv

consult his honour and the general opinion of the

kingdom. T had the honour to know him from a

boy, as I did your hulyshij) from a child ; and yet,

excepting great j)ersonal civilities, I never was al)le

to obtiiin the favour of getting one church ])reter-

nient for any friend, except one too inconsiderable to

mention. I writ to and told my lord (hike, that

there was a certain I'amily here, called the Cirattans,

and that they could command ten thou^^and men :

two of them are parsons, as you \\'hi<_;s eall them ;

another is lord mayor of this city, and was knighted

by his grace a month or two ago. l>ut there is an-

other cousin of theirs, who is a ftrattan, thoiigh his

name be .John Jackson, as worthv a clerirvman as

any in this kingdom. He lives uj)on his own small

estate, four miles from this town, and in his own pa-

rish ; but he has four childn^n. He only wants some

little addition of a hundred ])oimds a-year ; for he luus

laid out eight hundred pounds to build upon his own
small estate in his own parish, which he cannot leave ;
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and we cannot s])arc him. He has lain a weight up-

on my shoulders tor many years ; and 1 liavc often

mentioned him to my lord duke as a most deserving

person. His grace has now an oj^portuiiity to help

him. One Mr Ward, who died this morning, had a

deanery of small value ; it was a hedge deanery, my
lord duke will tell you what I mean ; we have many

of them in Ireland : but, as it does not require living

there, except a month or two in the year, although

it be but of forty or fifty j)ounds yearly rent, it will

be a great ease to him. He is no party man, but a

loval subject. It is the Deanery of Cloyne : he is

well acquainted with the bishop, who is Dr Berke-

ley ; I have reasons enough to complain of my lord

duke, who absolutely refused to provide for a most

worthv man, whom he had made one of his chaplains

before he came over : and therefore, if he will not

consent to give this poor deanery to Mr John Jack-

son, I will fall out with him for ever. I desire your

ladvship to let the duke know all this.

Somebody read a part of a newspaper to me the

other day, wherein your saucy niece is mentioned as

married, with five and forty thousand pounds to her

fortune. I desire to present her with my most hum-

ble service, and that we may be friends for the future.

I hope your ladysliip still preserves your health and

good humour. Your virtues I am in no pain about

;

for you are confirmed in them by your education and

birth, as well as by constant practice. I pray God

preserve you long, for the good you do to the world,

and for your happiness hereafter.

I will (notwithstanding your commands to the
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contrary) be so bold to tull you, that I am, with the

greatest respect and esteem. Madam,
Your ladyship's most obedient and

oblif;ed humble servant,

Jon. Swift.

FROM LADY BETTY GERMAIN.

June 2.S, 1736.

I OUGHT to befT^in with be^roin^ pardon for not an-

swering yours of the 1st of May, before I thank vou
for that of the 15th of June : but 1 do not (juestion

the newspapers have informed you of the great loss

I have had in my brother Henry Berkeley. And
what is an addition to the grief ibr the best-natured,

honest, sincere, disinterested, IViendly brother, is the

having left a wife, three daughters, and two sons, li-

terally without bread to eat : though perlia})s that

part might soon be made easy, if those of his rela-

tions were as willing, as they are able, to help to take

care of them, which hitherto they have only the be-

nefit of from my two nieces. She that vou call the

saucy one, has bestowed her very great fortune (much
more than you mention) on Lord Vere Beauclerk,

and had my approbation of her own choice, for I

think him a very deserving gentleman : and all that

know him give him a great character. I am now
with them in the country ; but shall go in about a
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fortniirht to Know lo ; and when 1 am tlierc\ will vcv-

tainlv oIk^v vour commands to the Duke of IJorset.

My brother Cr«^rixe and T.ady SufVolk are <i^one to

France to make a visit to Lord Hcrkclcy ; which 1

am glad of, as 1 hojic it will induce her to t;() to Spa

and Aix-la-Chapelle, for her health, which 1 am afraid

is very necessary for her, and truly believe is all she

wants to make her easy and happy ; or else my bro-

ther (icorixe is not the honest «rood-nature(l man 1

really take him to be ; and she dissembles well, if she

is not so happy as she makes me believe, and 1 hear-

tily wish her.

You order me to write long letters ; but you may
see by the nothingness of this, I am yet more unht

than ever to observe your orders, though in all things,

and at all times,

Your most sincere and

trulv humble servant,

E. U

FROM DR SIIFJ(IJ)AN.

June 23, 1 7.^^.

Dkar Sih,

If you can believe me, I can assure you, that we

have a great plenty of flies at Cavan ; and let mc
whisper you in this letter, ncc destnif pcdiruli nee pn-

iices : but I lK*seech you not to speak of it. Si mc

iionjaliit obscrvaiiot we shall have more of the Kgyp-
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tian j)lai;ues, (/((//)/)(' mnlfitmlu inilitiim iliv cra.sthio

adveittuni est in ( uvunuKini nosfrani. I do not know
what tlie devil iIrv will do lor iiicat. I)<' nustnt rilm^

nisi fnrtim, (tut n ft/>r/j)ianf^ ttx(tr nir C(ij)i(it, m i^i/.s/a-

rcrint. I'lic ladies are already lK'>j)eakin its in

my tirld ii[)oii the hill, SiH'rtdtuni rrninnt^ rcniunt

.y^'cfcn/f/r nt ipsa . Ho, hrave colonels, captaiiis,

lieiiten.ints, and cornets, advo hie sj)h'}i(lrnti's cuna^rc-

i^anfur ut ipsis fuironihus pmUiron unntmnt, ot \\ hicii

I am an eye-witness, (Ujirti.s capitibus cauilufi lUmit-

tunt. Onr bakers are all so busy ujwn this occasion,

that they double the heat ot the weather, at(fHe uruni

qllicina.s. \\\\{ when the arniv tires on I'ridav, j)ru/i

Jupiter ! inj'ernum redolcbunt ct spirabunt. Tlie iioLie

of <|uns, the neifjhinix of the horses, and the women's

tongues, civluw atipw tcrrd.s mi.sccbunt.

GrouAc |Kiuts arc come in,

I've some in my hiii,

To butter y«»tir chin
;

W fieii doiip with nur din-

—nor, tliroii;;]) thick :i(i<l thin

We'll walk out and in,

And «*aro not a pin

Who thinks it a sin.

We make some folks p'in,

By la.shing tlu-ir kin, &c.

T could not mention troo]) horses, rpiin Pegasus tios-

tcr /n.sif rxu/tini nt r/VA'.v ; .scdjam .stabnlu inrhi.sus de

ver.sibus nihil (Dnp/ins. ^^)u may be surj)rised at this

motley epistle ; but you mu.^t know that 1 I'ell upon

my head the other day, and the fall shook away half

my Enii^lish and Latin, cum omnia Hm^ua Gidlica^

Hispanica, nccnon liaiica. 1 would rather indeed

vol.. XVIII. 2 I
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niv wifo had lost licr ouc tongue, totdlitcr, qjfon'tam

equiilcw iiullus (lul)ito nisi jddicitiis cvcllcrctnr toni-

trui supcrarct.

I wisli voiir reverence were here to hear the tniinpets ;

Mistake me not, for I mean not the stninipetii.

A\"ell. \\\\Q\\ will you come down, or will you come

at all ? I think you may, can, could, might, would,

or ouixht to come. jNIv house is enlarging, and you

may now venture to bring your own company with

you : namely, the provost. Archdeacon AVall, the

Bishop of Clogher, and , by way of enlivening

the rest. Do not let my Lord Orrery come with

them ; for I know they will not be pleased with his

companv. My love to my sweetheart Mrs White-

way, if she continues constant ; if not, my hatred and

my gall. Excuse my haste. I hope by the next

post to make up for this short epistle. I am, dear

Sir, with all affection and respect, your most obedi-

ent humble servant,

Thomas Sheridan.

I send you a letter from Mr Carte.*

• The Historian ; see p. b\{).—N.
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TO MJ( MCHULLS.*

Sir,

Thkke is :i lady, a cousin ot" mine, Mrs W'hite-

Avay, who hath been scohlin*!' nic several weeks tor

my ingratitude to you, who iiavino^ sent me two or

more vessels of ale oi'your own brewing, without any

claim of merit of mine, had never the civility cither

to get out of your debt, or to thank you, or invite

you to eat with me, and drink some of ycnn* own ale.

She says, that she invites you to-morrow to dine with

her at the deanery, and there take the opportunity

of exposing me for my ill trciitment of you. This is

a misfortune I cannot help, but must endure it pa-

tiently ; and therefore, if you be not otherwise en-

gaged, I entreat the favour of you, which she com-

mands, and that you will Kt me know to-morrow

morning. I writ this at her house in fear and dread,

therefore take pity oi me.

I am. Sir,

Your most obedient humble servant,

JoNATH. Swift.
Dated at Mrs Whitcway's house,

June 5, 17S6.

* This letter, and two others, to Mr Nicliolls, <;urpfon-pMH'ral of

Ireland, are uow for the tirst time published in the Dean's corre-

spondence.
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F1U)M MH DOXXKLLAN.

Corkc, July 2, 1736.

SlK,

I HAD the iiivour ol your commands with rchitioii

to Mr Dunkin ;* and, in pursuance of them, have

writ to two of my friends among the senior fellows,

and recommended his ])etition, and your request, in

the best and strongest manner I was able. I am,

upon many accounts, obliged to execute whatever

orders you are pleased to give me, witii the greatest

readiness and cheerfulness possible; which 1 assure

you 1 do on this occasion, and shall think myself

very happy if I can any %vay promote the success of

an affair which you wish well to. l>ut, beside the

right that you have to connnand me, I think Mr
Dunkin's case, as Mrs Sican has represented it, really

very worthy of compassion, and on that account like-

wise should be very glad I could be of some service

to him. To be sure, he acted a very silly and wrong
part in -marrying, and in the affair of Dr Cope's

* A female relation of Mr Dunkin had liequeatlied an estate in

lancl for ever, to the college and fellows of Trinity College, Dwhlin,

uprin condition that they shnuld take care of his education, and af-

terward asfsht to advance him in the world. TIk- college, in conse-

quence of this roijuest, allowed liin) at this time an annuity, which

he vras now noliciting; to pet incrr*ase<l to UK)/. lie succeeded in his

appliratioa ; and the Karl of Chesterfield, when he had the jjovern-

mcnt of Ireland, in the year 174/), pive him the whool of I-.nniskil-

iing, which i«* very richly endowed, and was founded l»v King Charles

I. -Id. s.
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daiif^liter ; ami I }r:ir he has hurt himsolf very consi-

derahlv in the (^1)1111011 ot tlie colluLre by his stran<''e

brhaviour at the hoard, without occasion. H;it I liope

all this will be <4ot over, by your a|)|)earance in his

favour, and that your request will have all tiiat

weight with the eolliMrc that it oui^dit. I reminded

my friends (though I hope tliey had not lorj^ot it) of

the considerable services you had done their house at

different tiincs, and let them know liow mucli their

compliance in this point would oblige you. After thi.s,

I think they nuist be very beasts, if they do not shew

their gratitude, when they have so fair an opportu-

nity, and idiots, if they neglect purchasing the Dean's

favour at so cheap a rate.

IMy sister and I were very sorry we had not the

j)leasure of seeing you the morning we called at the

deanery-house. AVe were just then going out of town,

and had not another ()})p()rtunity of taking cnir leave

of you. She desires me to make her compliments to

you in a very particular manner. AVe are both ex-

ceedingly busy in getting our little house ready, and

hope to remove into it next week. I shall not trou-

ble you, sir, with a description of it, but, in a few

words, it is really a very sweet little spot, and, though

so near a great town, has all the advantages of a com-

plete retirement.

Though I am come among a people that 1 think

you are not verj- fond of, yet, this I must say in their

favour, that they are not such brutes as to be insen-

sible of the Dean's merit. Ever since we came d<n\ n,

this tow^n and country rung of your j)raises, for op-

posing the reduction of the coin ; and they look upon
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the stop that is likely to be put to that allair, as a se-

cond dolivrranc^e they owe yon.

I hope the late tine weather has contributed totlie

recoverv of your liealth : 1 am sure it is wliat we
have all reason to desire the continuance of; and

what I l>eg you will l>elieve, no one more truly and

sincerely wishes, with all other ha])])iness, than, Sir,

your most obedient and obliged humble servant,

ClIK. DONNELLAN.

TO THE PROVOST AND SENIOR FEE-
LOWS OF TRINITY COLLEGE,

DUBLIN.*

Deanery House, July 5, 1736.

Rev. and Worthy Sirs,

As I had the honour of receiving some part of my
eihication in your university, and the good fortune

to be of some serviee to it while I had a share of ere-

dit at court, as well as since, when I had very little

or none. I may hope to be excused for laying a case

before you, and offering my opinion upon it.

• This letter plainly shews the author'H friendship to gentlemen

of ppnius and learning, although tinacqiiainte<l with them ; hut, soon

after this, Mr Dunkin wa.s intrrKluccd to the Dean, who did him (at-

thpT services, by recommending him to Dr Bolton, Archbishop of

Caib^], who ordained him.—

F
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Mr Dunkii), whom you all know, sent ine some
time ago ii ineinorial intuiulcd to Ll laid before you,

wliirh ])erlinps he hath already done. His request is,

that you would he phased to enlarge his aniuiitv at

present, and that he may liave the samr right, in his

turn, to the lir^t ehurch prelernient, vaamt in your
gift, as if he had l)een made a fellow, aeeording totlie

seheme of his aunt's will ; beeause the absurdity of

the eondition in it ouglit to be imj)uted to the old

woman*s ignoranee, although her intention be very

manifest ; and the intention of the testator in all wills

is ehietlv regarded by the law. What I would there-

fore hund)ly propose is this, that you would increase

his pension to one hundred pounds a-year, and make
him a firm ])romise of the first ehurch livinix in your

disposal, to the value of two hundred i)ounds a-year,

or somewhat more. This 1 take to be a reasonable

medium between what he hath proposed in Ids me-
morial, and what you allow him at ])resent.

I am almost a perfect stranger to Mr J)unkin, ha-

ving never seen him above twice, and then in nuxed
company, nor should I know his person if T met liim

in the streets. 15ut I know he is a man oi' wit and
parts ; which, if applied j)roperly to the business of

his function, instead ot poetry, (wherein it nmst be

owned he sometimes excels,*) might be of great use

and service to him.

I hope you will ])lease to remember, that, since

your body hath received no inconsiderable benefac-

• SiMi the tnuislation of " Ciirbcrific Hupcs," Vol. \I\'. p. IS7.

—

N.
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tion from the aunt, it ^vill imicli increase your re])u-

tation, ratlier to err on the generous side toward the

nephew.

These are my thouij^lits, after fVequently reflecting

on tht^ease under all its circumstances ; and so I leave

it to your wiser judi^ments. I an), with true respect

and esteem, reverend and wortliy Sirs,

Vour most obedient and most hund)le servant,

Jon. Swift.

FROM Dll SHKRIDAN.

July 6, H'^ii-

Dkak Silt,

I SUSPECT that some secret villain has prevented

the lord chancellor to sign my commission ; and

therefore I entreat the favour of you to know the

meaning of it from his excellency ; for 1 had his con-

sent by a recommendation from my Lord Chief Ra-

ron Marley, and Mr Justice Ward. The summer is

going of!' fast, so are my best fowl ; and you are not

yet come. Will you not come for your six hundred

and sixty pounds ? AVe have no way to carry it, ex-

cept you come for it yourself; and do not forget to

bring the deed of sale with you for the Marahills and

Drumcor. 1 wish you could sail with them hither, to

save you the trouble of riding, which I would rather

see than fifty pounds, which I would set my hand and

seal to. Mr Jones, as I told you before, will not pay
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anybody hut yourself; so that you must inevitably

come, noUnis volrns^ ri<rht or uron<r, whether yoti can

or not. Our venison is plenty ; our weather too liot

for its carriaij^e. We have not had two hundred drops

ol'rain these six weeks j)ast.

Our riviT is dry,

And fiery the sky ;

I fret and I fry.

Just ready to die :

Oh, where shall I fly

I'*n»m IMiu'hus's eve (

I II lie*! when I lie,

I soak like a {)i(* ;

And I sweat, nh, I >i\vrat. likr a ho^: m ;i stye.

I know you love Alexandrines ; for whiih reason I

closed the ai)ove nia(lri<ral with one. I think it is of

a very good j)roportion, which I hope you will set to

music ; and ])ray let nie have a bass and second tre-

ble, with what other decorations and graces you can

better design than I can direct. To let you see you
can want for nothing, if you come to Cavan, T write

you the following catalogue :

—

GjhkI road, Ui^ht hacon,

A clean house, ('njilifl«»wers,

A hearty welcome, Youn^ rhickeiis,

G(kk1 ale. Fat venison,

G<mkI l»oer, Sn)aII mutton,

ChhhI hread. Green jH'ase,

Goo<i l)cd, Goo<l water,

Younp turkeys, (ioo<i wine.

Young bcaD8, Young ducks.

Young lanil^s. Carrots,

Grouse jxmts, Parsnips, Item

Fine trouts,

A LONG (iKAVFL WALK .
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1 must trouble your revorontv with a small sampK^

<if some things, to let you sec that all I have said is

truth.

Ur.I-KKKNCES.

1. Artichoke. 15. Cos lettuce.

2. Carrot. 1(). Silesia lettuce.

S. Parsnip. !?• Thyme.

i. Haspltorries. 18. Sweet niarjnrani.

5. G<K»seU^ tries. ly. A Cavaii riy,an(l a thou-

6. Currants, red. sand thin^ l)eside.

7. Currants, black. 20. Some of my gravel walk.

8. Purslain. 21. Nasturtium.

9. Kiilney Ivans. 22. Curunilwr.

10. Common U'ans. 23. Orange.

11. Retl cabljage. 24. Spinage.

12. Common cabba^>. 25. Onion.

13. Turnip. 2f). Pea.

1 \. Cauliflowers.

I would send you some of my eanal, but the paper

could not hold it.

I have nothing more to send but my best wishes,

which you can only see in my face, when you come
down.

Present mv love 96789^()84f)7'340.56789897324

times to my dear Mrs \\'hiteway, and all her chick-

ens. I am, dear Sir, as 1 ever must be, your most obe-

dient and ver}' humble servant to command, Dumb
Spur it us ho.se rage it art us.*

* " Duni hpiritU8 ho» regit artuu."
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FKO.M Ml( J'OIM).

London, J uJy 8, 1730.

You cannot *nna<^in(^ how niiirli I was traiisportiui

to see a superscription in your hand, alter two years

and a half intennission. Th(* ])loasuro T had in not

beint; (juitc forgot, was soon abated bv what you say

of your ill health. I doubt you live too much by
yourself; and retirement makes the stron<;est impres-

sion upon those who are formed formirtli and socie-

ty. I have not been these thirty years without a set

of cheerful companions, by herding with new ones

as the old marry and go off. ^Vhy have not you a

succession of Grattans and .Tacksons ? W'liatever re-

sentment the men in ])ower mav have, everybody
else would seek your company, upon your own terms;

and for those in great stations, I am sure, at this time,

you would be ashamed to be well with them. If they

hate you, it is because they fear you. and know your
abilities better than you seem to do yourself; even
in your melancholy you write with too much fire for

broken spirits, ^'our giddiness and deafness <nve me
the utmost concern ; though I believe you would be

less subject to them, and as well taken care of, here :

nor need you spunge for a dinner, since you would
be invited to two or three j)laces every day. I will

say no more u})on this subject, because I know there

is no persuading you.

My legs have been swelled many years : it is above
twelve since "Beaufort gave mc a prescription for them.
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whit'li I never took till last winter. My Lord I^itcli-

fieki, and other of my accjuaintanee, persuaded me to

it : and they tell me it had its cHect, for T am no

judixe either of my own bad looks, or large legs, ha-

ving always found myself ])erfeetly well, except

when 1 had my fever four years ago. 1 walk con-

stantly every day in the Park, and am forced to be

lK)tii tem]>erate and sober, because my meat is so

much overdone that I do not like it, and my dining

acquaintance reserve themselves for a second meet-

ing at night, which I obstinately refuse.

If vour rents fall, I do not know what must be-
m

come of us. I have considerable losses every year :

and yet I think Crossthwaite a very honest man.

Rents for some time have been ill paid here as well

as in Ireland ; and farms Hung up every day, which

have not been raised since King Charles the First's

time. The graziers are undone in all parts, and it is

bad enough with the farmers. One cause is, their li-

ving much higher than they did formerly ; another

is, the great number of enclosures made of late,

enough to supply many more people than England

contains. It is certain, all last year a man came off

well enough if he could sell a fat ox at the price he

lx)ught him lean. The butchers, by not lowering

their meat in proportion, have been the only gainers.

I generally hear once a month or often cr from my
sister. She writes to me with great affection ; but I

find she is still wrongheaded, and will be so as long

as she lives. As she expected unreasonable presents,

she makes them much more unreasonably ; and, in

my opinion, so ill-judged, that I do not wonder more

at her than at those who receive them. I see no dif-
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fcrencc in <;iving tliirty or torty guineas, or in paying

tliirtv or forty ^^uincas for a tliiii*; tlio person yon

i^ive it to nuist liavi' j)ai(i. 1 have hoard no reason to

doubt Lord Mashani. 1 know nolliins^ of his son, not

even by sio;ht. Our friend Lewis is in constant duty

witli his sick wife, who has been some years dyin^,

and will not die. Unless lie calls, as he docs upon nie

lor a quarter of an hour at most twice in a year, there

is no seeing- him. 1 iieartily wi^h you health and pro-

sperity ; and am ever, most sincerely, your, &c.

My I^ord Masham ^vas extremely pleased with your

renienibering him, and desired me to make his

compliments to you.

TO DR STTKKIDAX.

July 10, 173().

I niXKivEl) your two letters. The first is minixled

with Latin and English, one following the other;

now I scorn that way, and put both languages in one.

However, for the sake of order, I will begin with aii-

swerinii' vour second letter before the first, because it

deserves one on account of your presents from bogs,

rivers, mountains, mosses, quagmires, heaths, lakes,

kennels, ditches, weeds, kc. &c. &c. &c.—Mrs White-

way was pleased, although very unjustly, to criticise

iq^on every curiosity ; she swears the paper of gravel

was of vour own voidincj as she found by the smell.
4
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That \ouv whole artichoke leaf shows its mother to

be smaller than a nutmeu:, and I confess you were

somewhat unwary in exposin*; it to censure. Your

raspberry' she compared with the head oi a corking-

pin, and the latter had the victory. Your currants

were invisible, and we could not distini;uish the red

from the black. Your ])in*slain passed very well with

ine, but she swore it was houseleek. She denies your

Cavan fly to be genuine, but will have it, that, for

the credit of your tawn, you would have it born there,

although Mrs Donaldson confesses it was sent iier in

a box of brown sugar, and died as it entered the

gates. Mrs Whiteway ])roceeds flirther in her ma-

lice, declaring yoin* nasturtium to be only a piss-a-

bed ; your beans as brown as herself, and of the same

kind with what we fatten hogs in Leicestershire. In

one thing she admires your generosity, that for her

sake you would spare a drop or two of your canal

water, which by the spongy bottom needs it so much.

The only defects of them all, were, that they wanted

colour, sight, and smell ; yet as to the last, we both

acknowledge them all to exhale a general fustiness,

which, however, did much resemble that ofyour Ca-

van air.

Jon. Swift.

TO THE SAME.

I RFX'EivFD your letter, which began with " lings."

You have thirteen in all, and I have got but a hun-
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drcd and sixty; a triflt' ' Find nit- ten more than mine,

anil 1 will <^ivc you ten <4uineas lor the eleventli.

Mine are all d<nvn, and only twelve which are not

entered in a letter, which I will send you when

health permits, and I have nothing else to do, and

that may be a twelvemonth hence, il uiy disorder

will let me hold out so lon^;. You were l>orn to be

happy, for vou take the least ])iece of <^ood fortune

cheertully. 1 su})p()se your arithmetic is, that three

boys a-week are a hundred and fifty nine in a year ;

and seven j^uineas a-week are three hundred and six-

ty-five ])er annum. Can vou reckon that the coun-

ty, and the next, and Dublin, will provide you with

thirty lads in all, and good pay, of which a dozen

shall be lod«^ers ? Does the cheapness ot thin<j^s an-

swer your expectation ? Have you sent away your

late younger-married daughter ? and will you send

away the other? Let mc desire you will be very re-

gular in your accounts ; because a very honest friend

of vours and mine tells me, that with all }our ho-

nesty, it is an uneasy thing to have any dealings with

you that relate to accounts, by your frecpient forget-

fulness and confusion : for you have no notion of re-

gularity ; and I do not wonder at it, considering the

scattered, confused maimer in which you have lived.

INIrs AVliiteway thanks you for the good o])inion you

have of her, and I know she always loved and defend-

ed you. I cannot tell when 1 shall be able to travel;

I have three other engagements on my hands, but

the principal is to see the Bishop of Ossory. Yet I

dread the Ivini^ abroad above five miles. I am never

well. Some sudden turns are every day threatening

me with a giddy fit : and my affiiirs are terribly em-
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broiled. 1 liave a scheme of lixinij: witli you, wlieii

the colleire-ixreen chih is to met t ; lor in these times

1 detest the town, and hearing the tbUies, corrup-

tions, and slavish practices of those misreprcsentative

hrutes ; and resolve, if T can stir, to ])ass that whole

time at Hath or Cavan. I say ai^ain, keep very re-

gular accounts, in large books, and a fair hand ; not

like me, who to save paper confuse everything. Your
mind is honest, but your memory a knave, and there-

fore the Scotch mean the same thing by '* minding,"

that we do by " remembering." " Sirrah," said I to

a Scotch footman, " why did not you go that errand ?"

** I^ecause I did not ' mind' it," quoth Sawny. A
curse t)n these twenty soldiers drunnning through my
libertv twice a-day, and going to a barrack* the go-

vermnent hath placed just under my nose. I think

of a line in \'irgil Travesty. *' The d—1 cut their

yelping weasons." \\ e expect Lord Orrery and \\\-

shop llundle next week. This letter was intended

for last post, but interruptions and horses hindered

it. Poor Mrs Acheson is relapsed at (irange, and

worse than ever ; I was there yesterday and met l)r

Helsham, who hopes she was a little better.—16.

Here has nobody been hanged, married, or dead, that

I hear of: I)r Grattan is confined by a boil ; if you

ask him where, he will sell you a bargain. My chief

country companion now is Philosopher AVebster : for

theCrrattans and .Tacksons are neither to be found

at home or abroad, except Robin, who cannot stir a

foot.

Jox. Swift.

* Aftprwardj* callcfl the Pififllc-gnard, and kept witliiii the liber-

tipc. r.f St P-^trick's to suppref*" ri'»t'*.— I'.
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FROM l.ADV HK'rrV CiKUMAlX.

July 11, 1736.

SiNCK, it seems, my klters arc not ior your own
perusal, l)Ut kept for a il'male cousin, to lur this

ou^ht to be adilressL'il ; only that 1 am not yet in

spirits to joke. I did not do so hy your request, as

you apprehended by mv letter, lor I spoke to the

duke much sooner than I told you I should, and did

so as soon as it was ])ossible for me, or as soon as I

could have sent it. 15ut my answer was, tliat he had

that moment received a letter from Lord Orrery,

with the most ])ressin^ instances for a deserving friend

of his, that the duke could not refuse ; especially as

my Lord Orrery had been most extremely obliging,

and, for this whole session, neglected no opportuni-

ty to endeavour to make his administration easy ;

though, at the same time, he assured me lie would

otherwise have been very glad to oblige you ; and

does agree, that the gentleman you recommended is

a very deserving one also. All this you should have

known before, had I been able to write: but I have

been laid uj) with the gout in my hand and foot, and

thought it not necessary to make use of a secretary,

since I had nothing more pleasing to tell you. I

shall always be extremely willing to be employed by
you to him ; nor do I make any question but you will

always recommend the worthy, as it is for your own
honour as well as his. No more will T agree, that you

vol,, xviii. 2 K
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nrviT iliil prevail, on any one occasion ; because the

very lirst you did employ nic about, was instant-

Iv complied with, thoui^h ai^aiiist a rule lie thouixht

riuht, anil 1 knew before he had set himself.

Ladv Suffolk is now at Si)a, with my brother

George, for her health ; and as 1 shall g^. foi- my own,

to the Rath in September. I fear we shall not meet

this iireat while. And now I nuist tinish this lonir

letter, which has not been (piite easy to write, being

still your gouty, but faithful humble servant.

FROM DR SHERIDAN.

July 20, 1736.

Dear Sir,

T RECEIVE n yours some day or other this week, by

the hands of Mrs Donaldson, who has made affidavit

before our town magistrate, that I never borrowed a

flv of her in my life ; and I have likewise deponed

u|>on oath, that I caught the fly perched u})on arose

tree in my own garden ; and I would have you to

know, that I have above four hundred thousand of

the same species ; for I coimted them last Sunday.

If you will not iK'lieve me, pray comedown and see.

Mr Jones has your six hundred and sixty poimds

ready, but can get no bills to remit it. I beseech you,

lose no time ; for he is uneasy about it. • * * *

If you put ofF the time of coming down longer.
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you will lose the lu'st tliiriLTs our country can afTonl.

The ladies are full of* your coming, viz.

—

My wife-.*

Two I>;nlies I,aneslx)roii«'li.

Mrs Maxwell,

Mrs Fitzmauricc,

Mrs H(»rt,

Mrs Hamilton,

Mrs SainK'rs<ui,

Mrs Nubur^'h,

Mrs Crunu-r,

Mrs White,

Mrs Ne>l)itt.

Her five (laugh tor§,

Mrs Stephens,

Mrs and Miss Cloment.

Mrs Tighe,

Mrs Coote,

Misji Pratt,

Mr-^ I'it/lierlx-rt,

Mrs Jones,

Beauty ('o|Hlan(I,

M iss HriH.ke, 1 , 2, .S, 4, &c. Sec Sec.

All your Cavan niistreiiacft.

News.

DiKtor Tlininj»sinj'rt servant al-

most (Mjdi^'lliwj him to (!c:ith go-

\ng fnmi a christening.

Colonel Nulmrgh'M fine arehetl

market house, (|uitc fini>lictJ,

with a grand (ni|K»Ia on the top,

fell flat t4> the earth. It is now

begun uj>on again. Sic transit

gloria ntundi.

Cirouse jwiuts,

Fine trouts^

Right vcni.snn.

For my l>eni.son.

LcaTeyour stinking town iu haste.

For you have no time to waste.

Let nic know what ilay 1 sliall meet you. I'rice

and I will stretch to Virfrinia. That all happiness

may for ever attend you, is the sincere wish of, dear

Sir, your most obedient and very liumble servant,

Thomas Shkiudan.

• Who, by the by, hatcii Dr Swift above all the human race.

—

D. S,
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1 ROM I)R SIIKRIDAX.

.Inly .n, 17.'<6.

Dear Sir,

1 WKNT to Rolturbrt immediately upon tho receipt

of your letter, and found Mr .lones ready for Mr
Henry's draught, and Had of it ; and so am I— But

vou arc a verv fine lawyer in callin*^ your deed of

sale a mortiraiic Instead of cancellinuf, there is

more to be done : you must not only cancel, but you

must reconvey to me, in a formal manner, as if you

sold to me—Pray ask advice, and do not do tliinrrs

hand over head, as you were going to do (observe

my style*) like me. If I had not sworn never to set

my foot in Dublin, except I were to pass through it

for England,! I would go thither next vacation ; but

I have sworn solemnly I will not— If I had my few

friends out of it, I would not care that all the rest

were petrified.

Now you must know that I forbid you the town

of Cavan as strenuously as I invited you to it ; for

the small-pox is the broom of death at present, and

• This wa« exactly Swift's ntvlc to Slu'ridan upon many occasions ;

and now Sheridan, in hi«; plra«iant manner, rotiirnR tho romplim^nt..

— H.

t Shrridan nfver CfOMcd the Channel to Kn^land in his whole

Iif,.._H.
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sweeps us ofl' here by dozens*— I never had it, uhich

gives me some little j)al|)itati()ns, but no threat fear.

As soon as 1 ean ^et live hundred pounds in my
pocket, to make a figure with, T mav perhaps honour

your metropolis with mv presence ; and that may be

sooner tiian you imagine, lor I have a guinea, a moi-

dore, a cobb, and two Mankh pence towards it alrea-

dv.—^'ou mav thitik T swairiTcr, but as I hope to be
• • ill I

saved it is true.

How (grieved I am that I an) out of the wav NNhilc

Doctor King is in Dublin ! 1 wish with all my soul

he would take a frohe to come hither, because he

would cost me no wine, and I have the best water in

Ireland.

My collection of witty sayings, &c. is finished, if

I had any friends to recommend them. The best

wares of that kind will not go oil* otherwise. JJoctor

King promised me his friendship at Oxford. If you

would speak a kind word to the public in their be-

lialf, I know they would bring me in /'r/^ifr///, which

I now want as nuich as I formerly did the gift of re-

tention, when 1 had enough. lUit— that— is—nei-

ther—here—nor there

—

My son— I ean aflirm, is thoroughly reformed ; and

as an arLTument of it, 1 must aeciuaint vou that his

mother finds fault with everything he does.

My son— is so far poisoned by the serpent his mo-

ther, that I caimot get him home, although I sent

horses for him. * * * * * * * *

• Swift had ahravs a deep hormr fortius disorder, which since hi»

time has been so etfectuallv disarmed.
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May all happiness attend ymi, is the sincere wisli

of, dear Sir,

Your most obedient and very humble servant,

Thomas Sheuidan.

FROM I.ADY HOWTH.

August 6, 1736.

Sir,

1 DO not know bow this letter may be received,

since I never bad the favour of an answer to my last.

I impute it to the neglect ot the post, or anything ra-

ther than to think I am forgot by my old friend. I

am now in Connaught, where 1 assure you I spend

the least of mv time at cards. I am on horseback al-

most every day to view the beauties of Connaught,

where I am told you have been. I live greatly un-

der ground : for I view all the places under ground.

I make nothing of going down sixty steps. I really

think, could you lend me a little of your brains, I

should be able to come nigh Addison in several of

his descriptions of Italy ; for u})on my word I think

there are several very remarkable things. As you
took a journey last winter to Cavan, my lord and I

hope you will take one to the county of Kilkenny

this winter, where we assure you of a hearty welcome.

1 must now be troublesome to you ; but Lord Ath-

unry begged I would write to you in favour of a
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vouni; frentlrinaii, (ine Mr Ireland, who was usher to

^Ir (iarnitt, sfhooUiuastcr ol rij)|)i'rarv. MrCiarnctt

ilicd hitely ; lie has ^iviu Mr Ireland a verv j^ood

certilicatc, and most of the »^cntlcniLn in and about

Tippcrary have recommended Mr Ireland to succeed

IVlr Ciarnett ; iis vou are one of the <xovernors of that

school, 1 ho])e you will do Mr Irelantl all the service

you can, wiiich will very much obli«re me. Since 1

hej^an this tliere came in a trout : it was so larc^' that

we had it wei^died ; it was a yard and four inches

long, twenty-three inches round; his jaw-bone eight

inches long, and he weighed thirty-five ])ound and a

half. My lord and I stood by to see it measured. I

believe I have tired your patience; so beg leave to

assure you I am
Your allectionatc friend and humble servant,

L. HowTii.

Direct to me at Turlaghvan, near Tuam. My lord

begs you would accept of his compliments.

FROM THOMAS CARTK, Esq.*

AnpTMt 11, 1736.

Sir,

Having at last, after a long aj)])rK'ation and in the

midst of sharp rheumatic ])ains, the eilects of a se-

* Tlie well-known historian.
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ilcntary lite, linisiied *' my History of tlic Lile of the

first Duke of Ormond, and of the Affairs of Ireland

in his Time," T here send you a eoj)y of that work,

of which I beg your acceptance. I iiave endeavoured

to follow the instructions you gave me, and hope I

have done so in some measure. If it have your ap-

probation in any degree, it will be so much to my
satisfaction.

It hath been a long subject of complaint in Eng-
land, that no history has yet been wrote of it upon

authentic and proper materials ; and even those who
have taken notice of the military actions of our an-

cestors, have yet left the civil history of the kingdom

(the most instructive of any) untouched, for want of

a proper knowledge of the antiquities, usages, laws,

and constitutions of this nation. Rapin de Thoiras,

the last writer, was a foreigner, utterly ignorant in

these respects ; and, writing his history abroad, had

no means of clearing up any difficulties that he met

with therein. He made, indeed, some use of Rymer's

Foedcra ; but his ignorance of our customs suffered

him to fall into gross mistakes, for want of under-

standing the phraseology of acts, which have refier-

enee to our particular customs. Besides, Rymer's

collection contains only such treaties as were enrolled

in the Tower, or in the rolls of Chancery ; he knew

nothing of such as were enrolled in the Exchequer,

and of the public treaties with foreign princes enroll-

ed in this latter office. I have now a list of above

four hundred by me. Rymer never made use of that

vast collection of materials for an English history,

which is preserved in the Cotton library : nor ever

consulted any journal of our privy council, whenever
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he refers to any, still quotinu^ irishop l^urnet for his

author. He never read the rolls of Parliament, nor

any journal of either house, where the chief affairs

within the nation are transacted : and did not so

nnu'h as know there was sueh a ])laee as the ])a|)er-

office, where all the letters of the Kn«^lish ambassa-

dors abroad, and all the dispatches of our secretaries

of state at home, from the time of Kdward the Fourth
to the revolution, (since which the secretaries have

generally carried away the paj)ers,) are kept in a good
method, and with great regularity ; so that he want-

ed likewise the best materials for an account of our

foreign allairs. These defects have made several of

our nobility and gentry desire a new history to be

wrote, in which the above-mentioned, and other ma-
terials as authentic as they, may be made use of

They have proposed it to me, and my objections re-

garding the vastness of the expense as well as labour,

that, to satisfy myself, I must have all materials by

me, not only copies out of our records, journals, &c.

in England ; but even copies of negotiations of fo-

reign ambassadors at this court, {c, g, of the French ;

all the negotiations and letters of which, for two hun-

drcd years ])ast, I know where to have copied,) they

have proposed a subscri})ti()n of a thousand a-year,

for as many years as the work will recjuire, to defray

this expense. The subscription is begun, and will (I

believe) be cc^npleted this winter; and then that

work will employ all my time. One advantage I al-

ready find from the very talk of this design, having

been offered several collections and memoirs of par-

ticular persons, considerable in their time, which 1

did not know were in being, and which would else
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no |)art of them ever see the light ; and the manner

of tiie historv*s heini^ earned on, will probably make
evervbodv oi)en their sti>res.

This is one reason, among many others, which

makes me very desirous of having your judgment of

the work I have now published, and that you would

point out to me such faults as I would fain correct in

my designed work. It will be a very particular fa-

vour to a person who is, with the greatest esteem

and respect. Sir, your very obliged and obedient ser-

vant,

Thomas Carte.

Mr Awnshaw's, in Ked Lion Court, in Fleet Street,

London.

Dll SHKUIDAN TO MRS WHITEWAY.

Cavan, August 14, 1736.

Dear jSLvdam,

Yoni account of the Dean gives me much grief.

I hope in Ciod he will disappoint all his friends' fears,

and his enemies' hopes. Nothing can be a greater af-

fliction to me than my distance from him ; and, what

is full as bad, my being so near to one who has

been the occasion of it. Very rich folks in my debt

have made such apologies for non-payment, that I

now feel for Ireland, but much more for myself, be-

cause I w'as in hopes of being able to make my ap-
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pcarance in Dublin witii a good (^rnvc—namely, to

pay some debts, wliich 1 cannot.

My poor I^ady Mi)iintca.shcll lias a right to a visit

from me ; and thither T will venture for a day and a

ni^^ht—and I will venture to the deanerv for anotlier.

1 could wish the best friend 1 had in the world, (you

may guess who I mean,) and am sure is so still,

would take a little of my advice—You may depend
upon this, it should be all ior my own advantage.

Now I liave tlone raving— 1 must turn my pen,

w liieh is my tongue's representative, against you for

a while, because I am certain it might be in your
power to ])aint my Siberia so agreeably to the Dean,

as to send him hither while our good weatlier lasted.

My new kitchen is disappointed ; so is my gravel

walk ; but what is worse, his oidy favourite, my rib

—who dreamed with great pleasure that he would
never come. 1 am sorry she is disappointed ; for 1

am certain she would run away if he had come

—

God forgive him for not doing it— I will make all

the haste I can out of this hell ; and I hope my
friends, (1 beg pardon, 1 mean my friend,) will ca.st

about a little for me—if he does not, I will try Kng-
land, where the predominant phrase is, Down with

the Irish. I will say no more, but tell you that you

are a false mistress ; and if you do not behave your-

self better, I will choose another. In the meantime,

Ciod l)less you and my dearest triend the Dean. I

am, notwithstanding all your upbraidings, dear Ma-
dam, your most obedient hund)le servant,

Thomas Shkiudan.
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FROM MR \\)VE.

Auirwst 17, MS^.

I FIND, though 1 liave less experience than you,

the truth of what you told me some time ago, that

increase of years makes men more talkative hut less

writative : to that decree, that I now write no letters

but of plain business, or plain liow-d'ye's, to those

few I am forced to correspond with, either out of ne-

cessity, or love, and I <rrow laconic even beyond la-

conicism : for sometimes I return only Yes, or No, to

questionary or petitionary epistles of half a yard long.

You and Lord Bolingbroke are the only men to

whom I write, and always in folio. You are indeed

almost the onlv men I know, who either can write

in this age, or whose writings will reach the next;

others are mere mortals. A^"hatever failings such

men may have, a respect is due to them, as luminaries

whose exaltation renders their motion a little irre-

gular, or causes it to seem so to others. I am afraid

to censure anvthinjr I hear of Dean Swift, because I

hear it only from mortals, blind and dull ; and you

should Ik? cautious of censuring any action or motion

of Lord B., because you hear it only from shallow,

envious, or malici(3us reporters. AN'hat you writ to

me about him I find, to my great sciindal, repeated in

one of yours to . Whatever you might hint to

me, was this for the profane ? the thing, if true, should
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be coiiccaletl ;• but it is, I .issurr ndu, absolutely un-

tru€\ in every circnnnstaiict'. lie has tixed in a very

agreeable retirement near I'\)nt^iini)lf.iu, and makes

it his wliole business vacarc itUTis, liut tell ine the

truth, were you not anu^rv at his oniittinir to write to

you so long? I may, tor I hear from him sc Klomer

than Irom vou, tliat is twice or thriee a-year at most.

Can you possibly think he can neglect you, or disre-

t^ard vou ? ir vou catch yourself at thinkinL^ such

nt)nsense, vour j)arts are decayed. For believe me,

ixreat <reniuses nuist and do esteem one another, and

1 question if anv others can esteem or comprehend

inicommon merit. Others oidy guess at that merit,

or see ulinnnerinixs of their minds: a ;;enius has the

intuitive faculty : therefore imagine what you will,

you cannot be so sure of any man's esteem as of his.

If I can think that neither he nor you despise me, it

is a greater honour to me bv far, and will be thouiiht

so by posterity, than if all the House of Lords writ

commendatory verses upon me, tlie Commons ordered

me to print my works, the universities gave me pub-

lic thanks, and th(^ king, (pieen,and prince, crowned

me with laurel. Vou are a very ignorant man : you
do not know the figure his name and yours will make
hereafter: I do, and will prcserv(»all tiie memorials I

can, that I was of your intimacy ; Umi^n, scd proxi-

mu.s, intcrviiJlo. 1 will not (juarrel with the present

• One of Bolinpbrokr > Lrttrrs to Sir Charlos Wynflliam, «»cm«

to rxpl.iin this rirCTimstanrc, writti'n in the Rame year, in which he

says, " it is rep>rted amon f^ you, that I play the Celadon here," &c.

B<»U'I,K««.
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i^rc ; it has done cdoultIi lor nu\ in making; and

keeping you two my triends. Do not you he too

aii'^rv at it. and let not liini be too anj^ry at it; it

has ili^ne, and ean do, neither of you any manner of

harm, as lonix as it has not, and eannot burn your

works : while those subsist, you will both appear the

greatest men of the time, in spite of ])rinees and mi-

nisters ; and the wisest, in s])ite of all the httle errors

you may })lecise to connnit.

Adieu. May better health attend you, than I fear

vou possess ; may but as good liealth attend you al-

ways as mine is at present ; tolerable, when an easy

mind is joined with it.

FROM MRS TENDARVES.

Sept, 2, 1736.

Sir,

1 NEVKR will aecept of the writ of ease you threat-

en me with ; do not flatter yourself with any such

hopes : I receive too many advantages from your let-

ters, to drop a correspondence of such consequence

to me. I am really grieved that you are so much

persecuted with a giddiness in your head ; the Rath

and travelling would certainly be of use to you.

Your want of spirits is a new complaint, and what

will not only afflict your particular friends, but every

one that has the happiness of your acqiiaintance. I
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am uneasy to know how you do, and have no otlier

means for that satistaction, hiit from your own hand ;

most of my Diihhn correspondents hcin*; removed to

Cork, to \\'iekh)w mountains, and the I^ord knows
where. I should have made this incjuirv sooner, hut

that 1 have this sunuuer undertaken a work that has

<i;iven me lull employment, whieh is makinnr a grotto

in Sir John Stanley's prarden at North Mnd ; it is

ehietiv composed ot shells I had from Ireland. Mv
life, for two months past, has heen very like a her-

mit's ; I have hail all the comforts of life but society,

and liave found livin<^ quite ah)ne a pleasanter thin^

than I ima;j;ined. 'I'he hours I could sj)end in read-

iuLT have been entertaineil b\ Rollins Historv of tlie

Ancients, in l-'rench. 1 am very wlH pleased with

it ; and think your Annibals, Scipios, and Cyruses,

])rcttier fellows than are to be met with now-a-days.

l'aintin<^ and music have had their share in my
amusements. I rose between five and six, and went
to bed at eleven. I would not tell vou so mucli

about mvself, if I had anvthiuL^ to tell you of other

people. I came to town the night before last; and
if it does not, a few days hence, appear better to mc
than at ])resent, I shall return to mv solitary cell.

Sir John Stanley has been all the summer at Tun-
bridge.

I suppose you may have heard of Mr Pope's acci-

dent ; which had like tr) have proved a very fatal

one ; he was leading a young lady into a boat, from

his own stairs, her foot missed the side of the boat,

she fell into the water, and pulled Mr Pope after

her; the boat slipped away, and they were immedi-
ately out of their depth, and it was with some difli-

11
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ciiltv thcv woiv savinl. The youiiLi: lady's name is

Tdllxit ; she is as remarkable for beiiiLC »i handsome

woman, as Mr I'ope is lor wit. I think 1 cannot <i;ive

vou a hiixher notii^n of her beantv, unless I had na-

med you instead of him. I shall be impatient till 1

hear from von a^jain ; beiiiLj", with threat sincerity.

Sir, Venn* most faithful humble servant,

M. Pendauvks.

P. S. 1 forijot to answer, on the other side, that part

of your letter that concerns my sister. 1 do not

know wliether you would like her person as well

as mine, because sickness has faded her complexion

;

but it is greatly my interest not to bring you ac-

quainted with her mind, for that would ])rove a

potent rival ; and nothing but your j)artiality to

me as an older acquaintance could make you give

me the preference.

I beg mv ])articular com])liments to Dr Dclany.*

Sir John Staidey says, if you have not forgot him,

he desires to be remembered as your humble ser-

vant.

• Whom Mr- Pendarves afterwards married.
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i)i{ Ki\(; TO Mus w urn: WAY,

AT Hi:u iiorsi: i\ Ainn:v-sTRi:r/r, iv dlmii.in,

HV LONDON.

RccoTere<l amonpst \fr Swift- pajnTs, :nu\ iu*\\ tir>t priiit«'H.

Madam,
1 Hori: you received a letter which I wrote to you

from Chester, iiiunediately after I arrived at tliat

place. Instead of goinij^ directly to London, as I

first ])roposed, I took the advanta<re of a fine season,

and have since rambled about 1-00 miles out of my
way, as you perceive by the date of this letter. I have

pretty well satisfied my curiosity, and shall set out

for London in three or four days. Some time in the

next month I intend to publish an advertisement for

taking subscriptions, unless I receive a counter order

from you, or the Dean. If he apj)roves of it, 1 will

prevail on Kamsiiy, the author of Cyrus, to translate

the whole work into French ; so that it may be pub-

lished at the same time in lx)th langiiaf^es. The Dean
need not be at a loss how to send me my manuscript,

since my servant will go to Ireland the next term,

with some papers relating to my law-suit. He is a

sober diligent fellow, and one 1 can trust. If you
will be pleased to write to me as soon as you receive

VOL. xvin. 2 L
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this, your letter will probably iiiccl inc in London on

mv arrival there.

I desire my luinible service to the Dean and Miss

Harrison, and that you ^\\\\ believe nie to be,

Madam,
Your most humble and

most obedient servant,

W. K.
Ktlinlnirirli. Sopt. 1 i, I7:>().

TO Mil NICHOLLS.

Sir,

You attended a monstrous haunch of venison to

the deanery ; and if you and Mrs Nicholls do not at-

tend it again to-morrow, it shall be thrown into the

streets ; therefore all excuses must be laid aside. ISIrs

AMiiteway and 1 shall be all your company, and I

will give you a pot of ale to relish it.

I am, with true esteem, Sir, your most obedient

humble servant,

J. Swift.
Deanery- House, Sept G, 17^6,

Mfnflay morning.

Name your most convenient hour to dine, and do not

say, when you please.
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FKOM I)I{ SIIKKIDAX

Dkau 8 IK,

1 KECEivKi) a letter from Mr Henry by the last

post, wherein he tells nic that the six hundred and

sixty i)c)unds were short hy ei«^ht pounds of* your

prineipal, and that you expeetetl 1 should send you
niv Tiromissory note for that, and the interest of your

money, whieh I will do most willin<^dv, when you
let me know whetiier you will charge me five or six

per cent, that 1 may draw my note accordingly. In-

deed, if you pleased, or would vouehsafe, or conde-

scend, or think ])roper, I would rather that you would,

I mean should, ehar<re only five jwr cent, because I

mi«^ht be sooner able to pay it. Upon second tlioughts,

mine eyes being very sore with weeping for my wife,

you may let Mrs \\'hiteway know (to whom ])ray

])resent my love and best respects) that I have made
an experiment of the lake-water, which I sent for,

upon myself only twice, before my o})tics l)ecame as

clear as ever ; for whieh reason I sent for a dozen

bottles of it for Miss Harrison, to brighten her stars

to the ruin of all beholders, llemember, if she turns

basilisk, that her mother is the cause. Tully the car-

rier (not Tully the orator) is to leave this to-morrow,

(if he does,) by whom I shall send you a quarter of

my own small mutton, and about six quarts of nuts

to my mistress* in Abbey Street, with a fine pair of

* Mrs Whitewav.— i>>. S.
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Cavan luit-crackcrs to save her ^vllite teeth ; and

yours too, if she will deign to lend them to you. I

would advise you to kee]) in with that same lady,

as you value my friendshi}), (which is your best fea-

ther,) otherwise you must forgive me if my affections

shall withdraw with hers. Alas, my long evenings

are coming on, bad weather, and confinement.

Somebody told me (but I forget who) that Mrs

Whiteway rid your mare at the Curragh, and won

the plate ; but surely she would not carry the frolic

so far. They say the primate's lady* rid against her ;

and that ^Irs Whiteway, by way of weight, carried

the Bisho]! of Down and Connor behind her. Pray

let me know the truth of this.

Mr Faulkner writ to me for some poems of yours

which I have. I am collecting them as fast as I can

from among my papers ; and he shall have them in

a post or two, so please to tell him.

Three old women were lately buried at the foot of

our steeple here ; and so strong was the fermenta-

tion of their carcases, that our steeple has visibly

grown forty foot higher ; and what is wonderful,

above twenty small ones are grown out of its sides.

What surprises me most is, that the bell-rope is not

one foot higher from the ground. Be so good as to

communicate this to the provost of the college, or

Archdeacon Whittingham, or Archdeacon W^all. I

would be glad to have all or either of their opinions,

as they are the chief virtuosi in this kingdom.

I wish you all happiness, and hope you will outlive

* Mrs Ik>ulter, the primate's larly, was very lusty.—D. S.
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every enemy, and tlicn wr may liopc our ciiurcli and
kiniidom will Honrisli, and so will

Your obedient and very humble servant,

Thomas Sheridan.

TO Mil lllCHARDSON.*

Dublin, Oct. ii3, 1730'.

Sir,

I HAD the favour of a letter from you about two
months af^o ; but I was then, and have been almost

ever sinee, in so ill a state of health, and lowness of

spirits, that I was not able to aeknowledge it ; and

it is not a week sinee 1 ventured to write to an old

friend upon a business of im})ortance. I have lon<^

heard of you and your eharaeter ; which, as I am eer-

tain was true, so it was very advantageous, and gave

me a just esteem of you, which your friendly letter

has much increased. I owe you many thanks for

vour rroodness to Mr Warburton and his widow. I

had lately a letter from her, wherein she tells me of

the good oflice you have done her. T would be glad

to know whether she has been lelt in a ea[)acity of

living in any comtbrtable way, and able to provide

for her children : for I am told her husband left her

* Of Suininerscat, near Colraue.
1
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some. He served once a cure of mine; but 1 came

over to settle here upon the queeiTs deatli, wlien con-

se<]uently all my credit was gone, except with the

late primate, who had many obli«;ations to me, and

on whom I prevailed to give that living to Mr War-
burton, and make him surrogate, which he lost in a

little time. Alderman Barber was my old acquaint-

ance. 1 got him two or three employments Avhen 1

had credit with the queen's ministers ; but upon her

majesty's death he was stripped of them all. How-
ever, joining with Mr Gumley, they both entered

into the South Sea scheme, and the alderman grew

prodigiously rich : but by pursuing too far, he lost

two-thirds of his gains. However, he bought a house

with some acres near llichmond, and another in I^on-

don, and kept fifty thousand pounds, which enabled

him to make a figure in the city.—This is a short

liistory of the alderman, who, in spite of his Tory

principles, got through all the honours of London. I

cannot tell whether his office of governor of your so-

ciety* be for his life, or only annual ; I suppose you

can inform me.

Your invitation is friendly and generous, and what

1 would be glad to accept, if it were possible ; but,

Sir, I have not an ounce of flesh about me, and can-

not ride above a dozen miles in a day, without being

sore, and bruised, and spent. iMy head is every day

more or less disordered by a giddiness ; yet 1 ride the

strand here constantly when fair weather invites me.

But if I live till spring next, and have any remain-

Tlie Londonderry SfK'ict}', of wliiili Mr Ri'.Jiardbou was agent,
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tier of health, I dctcnnine to venture, alth(MiLrli I

liave some objections. I do not (l()iil)t your ^ood

cheer and welcome ; but you l)rag too nuich oi the

prospects and situations. Dare you pretend to vie

Avith the county of Armagh, wliich, excepting its

cursed roads, and want of downs to ride on, is the

best part I have seen of Ireland ? 1 own you engage

for the roads from hence to your house ; but where

am I to ride after rainy weather '^ Here I have al-

ways a strand or a turnpike for four or five miles.

Your being a bachelor pleases me well ; and as to

neighbours, considering the race of squires in Ire-

land, I had rather be without them. If you have

books in large print, or an honest parson with com-

mon sense, I desire no more. But here is an inter-

val of above six months ; and in the meantime (iod

knows what will become of me, and perha])s of the

kingdom, for I think we are going to ruin as fast as

it is possible. If I have not tired you now, I pro-

mise never to try your patience so much again. I

am, Sir, with true esteem.

Your most obedient and obliged servant,

Jon. Swift.

I hear your brother the clergyman is still alive : I

knew him in London and Ireland, and desire you

Avill present him with my humble service.

END OF VOL. XVIII.
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